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Lipno, Czech Republic – I saw it from a distance as soon as I alighted from our tour bus.  It was a cylindrical structure sitting on an adjacent hilltop reaching high above the surrounding fir trees here in southern Bohemia.  I had no idea what it was, but that was our destination.
There are three options to reach it.  Most seem to take my choice, a ski lift up to the top of the mountain.  The chair lift cost a few bucks, but it was a leisurely, pleasant ride on this sunny summer day with great views of the lake and valley below.  Many of the locals chose the other two options, hiking or taking a bus up.  
Once at the summit of the mountain, we exited the ski lift (with surprising ease) and surveyed our options.  There were refreshments, of course, but the major attraction is the “tree top walk” which was completed in 2012.   In Czech, the sign says, “Stezka Kurunami Stronŭ.”  There is a fee, of course, to do this walk, but it was not outrageous about $8.  As a senior, my fee was just over $6.  Compared to Disneyland prices, it is a bargain.  The walk is roughly 700 m long on a 8 feet wide boardwalk made from spruce.  It has a gentle upward slope (2 – 6 %) which few would find exhausting.  Although many people were taking this walk that day, it never seemed crowded.  Along the way, as you climb toward the tops of the surrounding forest, there is a variety of agility options and information exhibits which you can either use as a diversion, or pass by.   I tried most of agility ones, and liked the challenges.  It looked to me as if about half of my fellow walkers did the same.  Finally, I reached a 40 meter wide nonagon structure which contains the final ascent to the top of the walk on the same type of boardwalk.  You go round and round, still heading upward with spectacular views everywhere.
When this ramp ends, there is a final climb up steps to the top of the tower, far above the tree line.  We had an absolutely clear day, so the scenes of the surrounding countryside, including the Šumava Mountains in the distance and Lipno Lake below, were breath-taking.  I stayed here marveling at the scenery for over 30 minutes.   It was, as we used to say prior to smart phones, “a Kodak moment.”
For the descent down the tower, I decided to spring for a few extra Koruna (the Czech currency) to try the toboggan slide down.   The cost was 50 Koruna, two bucks (but no senior discount!).  The toboggan is a steep circular tube, and, as I was about to learn, gave me 11 of the more exciting seconds of my life, to date.  Not a lot of the locals seemed to opt for this treat, perhaps because of the cost, or more likely, they had more sense than I.   At any rate, I forked over the 50, and an attendant handed me what appeared to be a burlap sack that I sat on with my feet in front.  I pushed off and quickly learned that this baby was one very fast toboggan.   I screamed the entire distance, not out of fright, but mostly so that I would not think about why a heart transplant recipient probably should not be doing this.
But I survived and was glad that I had elected to do the toboggan.  It was sort of a “When in Rome” situation.  A friend captured a rather nice photo as I emerged from the tube.

We then treated ourselves to the obligatory ice cream and began our walk down the mountain to our tour bus below.  In retrospect, I probably should have chosen to ride one of the rental kick bike scooters on the paved path to the bottom.  It looked like yet another Lipno adventure.  Maybe next time…..
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