What is “Justice”? 
by

Eyes Right

Richmond, VA – Apparently, based on recent events here in our Commonwealth’s capital, justice does not appear to be totally blind.   A State Delegate, Joseph D. Morrissey, was convicted last week of a misdemeanor offense on a charge of contributing to the delinquency of a minor.  He did not plead guilty, but entered an Alford Plea, in which he was allowed to maintain his innocence, while agreeing that there was sufficient evidence to convict him. 

In fact, the evidence was lurid, and considerable.  Basically, this 57-year old legislator (a Democrat) was having regular sex with a 17-year old female receptionist who was working in his office.  Included in the evidence were many livicious text messages between the two, along with nude photographs of each.  The prosecution charged Morrissey with four felonies of “supervisory indecent liberties with a minor, electronic solicitation of a minor, and possession and distribution of child pornography.”  Although it would appear to most that the evidence would almost guarantee conviction, Morrissey was able to work out a plea deal, possibly because he argued (and I am not making this up) that a jealous lesbian former girlfriend of the teen planted the evidence on both of the cell phones.  In addition, the teen came forward to defend Morrissey by saying that he did not know her true age because she had lied to him, and that she had initiated the romantic relationship and not told him her real age.  Also she insisted that Morrissey had not got past third base, so to speak, and that they had never engaged in intercourse.  Oh, did I mention that this girl is now pregnant?  And that Morrissey will not say whether or not this baby is his??!!
To make this situation even more farcical, Morrissey was sentenced to six months jail time, but was allowed to leave prison daily on a “work release” program which permitted him to continue to work daily at the State Capital on legislative duties, but to return at night to sleep in the jail.  Under pressure from fellow delegates, Morrissey agreed to resign from the House of Delegates, but then amazed everyone by immediately walking outside the Statehouse to announce his candidacy in the election to replace himself!

But wait, there’s more!   This entire sordid episode is not Morrissey’s first encounter with the law.  He has been in almost constant trouble nearly all of his adult life, having been jailed several times for fights and other misdemeanors.  He has frequently been in shouting matches in the House of Delegates, and even lost his law license for ten years.  His personal life is also a bit uneven – his three children are all by different women (this does not count the soon-to-be-born baby which may, or may not, be his).
When the Democrats hastily arranged a nomination process to select his successor, which was rigged so that Morrissey could not win, he immediately obtained sufficient signatures to get his name on the ballot to run as an independent.  Stay tuned to see if he wins the special election and to then watch what his colleagues will do if he shows up again in their chamber as a newly elected member.

All of this nonsense would be laughable, if I did not have recent experience watching one of my friends, who was not so well politically-connected, be sentenced to ten years in prison for a “crime” with no victims, and one for which he was entrapped.  It was also his first offense and, as opposed to Morrissey, did not touch or harm anyone.   He was not given any form of work release, and even in view of the time suspended from the ten years, will still be sitting in prison nearly three times as long as this scumbag legislator.  Throughout all this time in jail, my friend is allowed only one visitor a week, in addition to severe restrictions on incoming and outgoing mail (three of my letters to him have been returned for totally arbitrary and capricious technicalities).
So, please, NEVER use the phrase “Justice is blind” around me.  In our legal system, whom you know, and how well-connected you are, trumps everything.

I thought you might like to know.
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