Year of the Girl
by
Eyes Right 
Springfield, VA. – Time magazine has for years been running its year-end edition with a cover story on “The Person of the Year.”  For 2013, it selected Pope Francis, the current leader of the Catholic Church. The criterion to be selected is someone “who for better or worse…has done the most to influence the events of the world.”  The first winner was Charles Lindbergh in 1927.  Since then the winners have included  both those perceived to be “good” or “bad” such as Mahatma Gandhi (1930) and Pope John XXIII (1962) or Adolf Hitler (1938).  Interestingly, Hitler was not deemed by Time (or most Americans) to be the personification of evil at this time, but rather someone responsible for unifying Germany.  
Joseph Stalin, who was first selected in 1939 as General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, was again chosen four years later in his new role as Premier of the Soviet Union for successfully overseeing the successful (and unbelievably bloody) 5- month long battle for the city of Stalingrad, which ultimately became the turning point in the European sector of WW II.  Stalin is not alone as a multiple winner of Time’s award.  Franklin D. Roosevelt was selected three times (1932, 1936, and 1944).  It is almost certain that if he had lived to the end of WW II, he probably would have been again chosen.  Time seems to favor Americans, and particularly American presidents.  Many have been multiple winners;  Barack Obama has already been selected twice.
Although many of the past winners of Time’s Person of the Year have become very familiar names in recent world history, some have quickly fallen into relative anonymity.  Soong May-ling, the wife of the Chinese Nationalist leader, Chiang Kai-shek (1937); James F. Byrnes, the U.S. Secretary of State who opposed the Soviets in post-war negotiations (1946); Harlow Curtice, the President of General Motors (1955); John Sirica (1973) [teaser here, see if you can remember what he did]; Yuri Andropov, the Soviet leader for 15 months in the early 1980’s (1983); David Ho, a leading AIDS researcher (1996); and Andrew Grove, the CEO of Intel Corporation (1997) – all are no longer household names.  
Time also occasionally chooses organizations or themes as its Person of the Year.  The first non-person was The American Fighting Man (1950).  Then roughly every five years since, Time has selected groups such as The Hungarian Freedom Fighter (1956), U.S. Scientists (1960), The Inheritors (1966) [Go figure on this one!  Apparently this selection was meant to recognize those 25 and under, that is, the group now known as Baby Boomers]. Other groups have included The Middle Americans (1969), American Women (1975), The Computer (1982), The Endangered Earth (1988), The Good Samaritans (2005), and my favorite, You (2006).  This last one was selected to recognize those who are the “content creators of the world wide web.” Again, go figure.  Apparently these groups are sort of default selections when no one individual merits selection alone.
Well, if Time magazine can do this stuff, so can I.  I hereby declare 2013 to have been The Year of the Girl.  Why??  Because young women, girls, have now shed all visible inhibitions and have decided that there are essentially no moral boundaries limiting their behavior.  Two examples quickly come to mind.  The first is Miley Cyrus, the 21-year old singer/actress who spent much of 2013 in the news for her sexily provocative videos promoting recordings.  In Wrecking Ball, Ms. Cyrus [real first and middle name….can you guess? …..is Destiny Hope], sheds all clothes and swings on a wrecking ball while singing provocative lyrics.  This video has had over 100 million views on the internet.  She is now one of the wealthiest 21-year old performers (sports or whatever) in the world.  
The second example is Lena Dunham, the creator, writer, and lead actress in the HBO series, Girls.  This series, now entering its third season, chronicles the lives and sexual adventures of four twenty-something women in Brooklyn.  Many of the episodes push previous television sexual boundaries.  Interestingly, one of Ms. Dunham’s co-stars, Allison Williams, is the daughter of the NBC News anchor, Brian Williams, who, according to numerous reports, is frequently on the set of Girls while his daughter is filming a segment of simulated sex.  Go figure.  
So move over, Time magazine.  Eyes Right is now in da game! For 2013, the girls have it.
I thought you might like to know.
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