
Just Move!
by
Eyes Right 

Springfield, VA – “You might as well move.  Nothing can be done.”

These were the sad words of advice which I received recently from two Master Gardeners.  For those of you unfamiliar with the term, a Master Gardener is a volunteer who has completed intensive horticultural training for 40-60 hours followed by a service requirement prior to earning certification.  Their goal is to provide research-based advice on all things horticultural.  Once a person is certified as a Master Gardener, most continue learning via workshops and seminars.  Here in Virginia, the program is run centrally from Virginia Tech with satellite programs in many localities.

My reason for reaching out was a weed – a nasty weed which surfaces in my lawn every spring.  Bear in mind that I do not have, nor do I aspire to have, a golf course level lawn.  All I want is a mostly green surface with decent grass.  I can handle barren spots and an occasional dandelion, but I am the recipient of two winter weeds which, every spring, “just keep on comin.”   The first, chickweed, a.k.a. stellaria media, pops up everywhere – lawn, garden, previously bare spots.  There are two species of this plant, but I have not bothered to further ID the ones in my yard.  Mine have small leaves and grow close to the ground soon producing in early spring small, white flowers.  It grows quickly and spreads rapidly outward. It initially has a single stem, but soon can develop new additional roots.  If caught early, it is easy to pull out unless it is tangled in grass.  The problem is that it seeds rapidly and sows those tiny particles to lay on the ground, germinate in the fall, develop roots during the winter, and pop up as the daffodils emerge in early spring.  I could, of course, spend hours removing it by hand and even having the  satisfaction of eating it as it is alleged to make a great salad, but that is just not my lifestyle.

I do not lose sleep over chickweed because it is easy to make it go away with most herbicides, such as Roundup or Weed B-gon.  Both of these contains chemicals which can possibly be harmful to humans (lots of litigation on this).  But they work really well to eradicate chickweed until it shows up next spring.  Bottom line:  I can control chickweed.

What I cannot control is purple dead nettle (lamium purpureum).  Even the name is evil.  Like chickweed, this weed germinates in the fall and emerges in early spring.  It soon sends up stems with a pinkish-purple set of flowers which quickly produce seeds.  I have drenched these babies with weed killer only to find little effect.  It is as if the weed is looking up at me saying, “Is that really your best shot?  You’re going to have to do a LOT better than hit me with this stuff.   I’m a survivor.”

What the PDN (purple dead nettle) cannot handle is pulling it out by the roots.  Although it has an impressive root structure, if I grasp the plant at the base of the stem, right next to the soil, I can usually pull it out – if the ground is somewhat moist.  I am told that it is also edible and can add nicely to a salad, but I will leave this joy to hunters and gatherers.  The problem with pulling out PDN by hand is that I do have a life.  It is everywhere and I prefer not to be everywhere every day.  I have actually crawled on hands and knees pulling out every PDN I can find only to discover two days later that more is there – a lot more.  

One horticultural website suggests applying a “pre-emergent” weedkiller to my lawn in the fall to kill the PN (and chickweed) before it can begin its winter growth.  The problem here is that there is no guarantee of success, and I can imagine my frustration the coming spring when it gives me that “Is that really your best shot?”

I am looking for a realtor.

I thought you might like to know.
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