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Across America - Many of my liberal/left-leaning friends remain in total shock over the results of the recent Presidential election in which Donald Trump soundly defeated Kamala Harris both in the electoral college and in popular vote.  A common theme is:  “How could this happen?”…… followed shortly by, “How can so many people be so stupid????”  

Of course, elections always bring remorse to the losing side and its supporters.  But this time, there appears to be an unusually deep level of agony among the losers.  Many were so shocked, and even terrified, that they sought counseling.   Our church  offered a special service  to “provide comfort and understanding” to those in mourning.  At least one Ivy League college cancelled classes to aid suffering students; Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. established a “self-care suite” for students suffering from post-elections stress.  The University of Puget Sound offered a week of “self-care” activities with “calming light and music” to re-charge student (and faculty) mental health.    The University of Oregon offered therapy dogs and baby goats to “lessen anxiety” for their students.

One can only wonder what lengths all of these schools would extend to coddle their students in the event of an actual catastrophe.   As far as I can remember, none of this nonsense took place following the terrorist attacks of 9-11 when our nation was actually under attack.

The problem with most of the Democrats who are in disbelief/mourning/high anxiety is that most have no clue concerning the challenges of daily life for other Americans not in their socio-economic club.  Most have never spent any significant time in other parts of the nation to develop empathy for the feelings and beliefs of these Americans.  Often, the initial reaction of those in the solidly blue northeast and West Coast corridors of our nation toward anyone outside their zone is condemnation of their beliefs and/or insults about their religious views/lifestyle/education…you name it.   I have several such Democrat friends who automatically assume that anyone from the South is a racist/bigot/bad person.  Those of us who happened to grow up in Kentucky are immediately branded as ignorant hillbillies or worse.  They simply cannot fathom how anyone cannot share their world view.

To those still in disbelief, allow me to give you one important data point to aid your understanding of this 2024 Presidential election:  $2.89.    This is the current price of the store-brand 32-ounce vanilla fat free yogurt which I have been buying for years as a base to make fruit smoothies.  Four years ago, when President Biden assumed office that same yogurt cost $1.99 - the exact price it had been for several years.  The current price equates to a 45% increase.   

As I have been noticing the steady increase in prices during the Biden administration, countless other consumers across the country have been angered by inflation-driven higher costs, not only in their grocery stores, but also in rent, car prices - essentially everything.   When you are angry about something, you look for someone to blame.  Often this target becomes those running the country.  And the Harris campaign was unsuccessful in de-coupling her from the Biden administration.

Most of my Eastern liberal friends are sufficiently well-off that they are not disturbed by higher prices - they can easily afford not only their food, but frequent restaurant outings for dinner.  Accordingly, they have no empathy for the daily struggles of many of those who chose to vote for Trump – one Trump voter told me, “I don’t like Trump, but I believe he can fix it.  Biden sure as hell didn’t!”

Obviously, there are a multitude of issues which determined the election outcome.  What is certain is that Donald Trump struck sufficient chords to achieve a dominant victory.  What remains uncertain is whether all Americans will accept the verdict.   

I thought you might like to know.
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