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New York, New York – I was surprised to learn that a new musical on Broadway about the life of singer/songwriter, Bobby Darin, had not been done previously.  It would seem to be a natural: a son of New York with a Vaudeville mother struggles to make it as a singer until he hits it big with a major breakthrough song (Splish, Splash, I’m Taking a Bath).  Throw in his romantic relationships with singer, Connie Francis, and film star, Sandra Dee – how can it take 35 years after his death for his life and music to be a Broadway success?

The show, Just in Time, is currently staged in a perfect setting, the Circle in the Square theater.  This intimate setting in the basement area of the famed Studio 54 is ideal for this production because it allows patrons to enjoy the performance up close and personal, rather than in a cavernous, traditional Broadway theater seating close to 2000.  And if you wish to shell out $600, you can sit at a lounge table where the performers walk and sing among you and table mates (or even sit and sing at your table).  

I chose $190 tickets which gave me a seat just 3 rows from this cabaret setting.  Still I had an excellent, close-up view of the entire production.   As opposed to two other musicals I saw on my NYC trip, here there was a live orchestra on a stage with the music directed by the piano player.  Please do not get me started on paying Broadway prices for a musical which uses recorded music instead of an orchestra.  I saw two of these and dislike both – feeling foolish afterwards that I had opted for them without any prior research.

The performer playing Bobby Darin, Jeremy Jordan, was exceptional, both in acting and singing.  He is a Broadway veteran who just recently completed The Great Gatsby in the lead role. His bio includes a list of successful Broadway and off-Broadway plays, in addition to television, solo concerts, and cabaret shows.  Oh, he is also the lead singer in an alt-rock band.   During this show, in addition to belting out a slew of songs, he briefly pays the piano, drums, and the xylophone.   Hs rendition of Mack the Knife is spell-binding.   My own evaluation of Jordan’s performance is that his voice is superb and his acting even better. 

The supporting cast is also excellent – all Broadway veterans and very believable character actors.  Ariana Madix played Connie Francis, and sounded much like her. Carrie St. Louis was Sandra Dee.  The physical resemblance here was not good -at least as I remember from her movies.   Sandra Dee’s descent into alcoholism is difficult to  watch.  I really liked the three actors who played backup singers/show girls. Their facial expressions and dancing while “Darin” is singing are worth the price of admission.   They went through numerous costume changes and played multiple roles.   One of these ladies was an understudy   I could discern no differences in her performance from the other two original cast members. 

I might add that this theater, like the other three I attended, are very accommodating to handicapped patrons.  I arrived with a walker, was escorted to an elevator, and then to my seat.  My walker was waiting for me at the end of the show.
Everyone seated near me thoroughly enjoyed the performance – at least based on their comments during intermission and afterwards.   Of the four musicals I saw on this NYC adventure, Just in Time was the best.  See it the next time you visit da Big Apple!
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