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Introduction
● My name is Alicia Clouser, a senior on 

team 2486 the CocoNuts! 
● I specialize in outreach and advocacy
● I am also an intern engineer at 

Northern Arizona University for a non 
profit called Four Corners Science and 
Computing Club.

● I’m also a 2022 FIRST Dean’s List 
Finalist

● I have also been offered $380,000+ in 
scholarships



Introduction 
● My name is Riyana Patel, and I'm a sophomore 

on 2486 the CocoNuts!
● I specialize in creating new outreach efforts and 

Presentation
● I created a children’s coloring book to 

encourage kids on STEM
●  I Presented for and helped earn two regional 

Impact awards and the Daly division 
Engineering Inspiration Award



Where Do I Find Scholarships?
●  There are many scholarship sites to choose from. Below are some 

sites you can use.
○ Bold.org
○ Going Merry
○ Robotics Education
○ FIRST Website
○ Your school counselors (they will have additional information 

about in-house and local scholarships)
● FOR SENIORS!

○ Call your college’s financial aid office to ask about in-house 
scholarships!

 



Western Undergraduate 
Exchange Program (WUE) 

● The WUE program has partnered with 160+ universities to make 
out of state tuition more affordable in the Western U.S.

● They are merit-based scholarships so keep your GPA above a 
3.0!

● Scan the QR Code see all colleges in the WUE program.



Tips For Applying For Scholarships
● GET RECOMMENDATION LETTERS!!!!

○ Get a letter of recommendation sent to your email and a 
hard copy.

○ Ask your robotics coaches, your teachers, counselors, etc.
● Start writing really amazing answers to general scholarships 

questions.
○ Then reuse them!

● Take the ACT and SAT - ask your counselor about fee waivers if 
you can afford it.

● Have your official transcript handy.  



Where Do I Find Internships?
● Make Connections at FIRST Events (EX: the innovation fair)
● Internship sites

○ Tallo, Polygence, College Shortcuts
● Look at the NASA website
● Look at the government/department websites
● Look at universities websites
● You have to dig for internships



Internships to Look Into
●  Cultural and Academic Research Experience (CARE)

○ Sponsored by Northern Arizona University 
○ Both in–person and Online

● Eligibility
• Low income families and/or underrepresented students (Black, 

Indigenous, Hispanic, disabled, etc.)
• Students must be available for 90% of the sessions.

*prior approval for absences are required
• Interested in science, technology, engineering, math, and/or 

medical fields
• Parental/guardian supervision (virtual programs)



Internships To Look Into – CARE 
QR Code



Internships to Look Into
● Tgen Leadership Academy 
● Eligibility

○ At least 16 years of age by the start of the program, and
○ A rising junior or senior at an Arizona high school during the 

program. 



Tgen Leadership Academy – QR 
Code



Internships to Look Into
● Student Association for STEM Advocacy Volunteer Intern
● Eligibility

○ Passionate about advocacy



SASA Intern QR Code



How to Apply to Programs
● Combine personal story and how FIRST/your FRC team impacted 

your life
● Talk about failures and then achievements
● How have you been a leader  



An Example From My Own 
Application That Got Me $20,000

Regrettably, I was ashamed to be indigenous. Growing up with negative stereotypes 
attached to indigenous people, I was destined by others to live a life filled with diapers, 
poverty, suicide, and substance abuse.

After joining the CocoNuts, they inspired me to advocate for my people at the national 
level for STEAM on the Navajo reservation. I created a STEAM fair for the reservation 
that has impacted 400+ students including my cousins. This fair led to the creation of 
RezBotics, that started 12 teams on the reservation. Because of the CocoNuts, I gained 
the strength to be an indigenous role model.



How To Build A 
Resume



How to Build A Resume - R

Step 1) Add heading with your information



How to Build A Resume - R

Step 2) Add your education and RELEVANT coursework



How to Build A Resume

Step 3) Describe your internship/summer programs



How to Build A Resume



How to Build A Resume

Step 4) Include sports, clubs, and in school programs



How to Build A Resume

Step 5) Add awards



How to Build A Resume - R



How to Build A Resume - R

Step 6) Add presentations



Add Community Service



Add Skills 
Some examples of my skills are:

● Organization 
○ restock/labeling
○ clean work environment
○ filing and commuter organization

● Communication
○ resolving workplace issues
○ expressing/listening to knowledge and opinions
○ ability to talk effectively with colleagues 

● Building
○ woodworking- saw work, staining/painting, making furniture



Add Skills
● Networking

○ emailing, phone calls, & meetings
○ representing company values, selling products and proposals
○ good relations with vendors, partners, & sponsors

● Technology
○ experienced and trained with google, microsoft, apple, and dell 

applications
○ Spreadsheet, Docs, Slides, Word, Exel, Canva

● House Work
○ cleaning
○ cooking/dishwashing
○ gardening/landscaping



Interview Tips
Once you have a great resume and make it to the interview portion 
of getting getting a job:

● Dress professional, something you feel confident in!

● Get there early!

● They should have looked at your resume, be prepared to 
concisely answer any questions or go further in depth 

● Have a prepared answer for the question “why should we hire 
you?”, use your skills to your advantage!



Interview + Job Tips
● Some questions to ask them:

○ working hours?, work outside of workplace expectations?, What is the 
pay range for this position?, Is there any answer I could elaborate more 
on?  

● If you have worked somewhere previously, avoid negative comments

● Be present and polite within the interview!

● If you receive the job, write down your starting and ending dates as well as 
any pay raises when they happen! This will help you the next time you are 
applying somewhere :)



When You Are Applying to 
College.

● Undergraduate Degrees is just the starting point, so if you don’t get into a top school 
that’s okay!

○ Make your undergraduate degree as cheap as possible.
○ What will make you successful in life is not a Ivy League degree, it’s the skills, what 

you’ve done, and the connections you have made. 



To Get Access to These Slides 
Scan The QR Code



Any questions?


