THREE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ON THE BALLOT
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On November 3, Virginia voters will decide three proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia. Each was approved by the General Assembly in two successive sessions, as the constitution requires; a majority of voters must now approve each amendment for it to take effect. This guide summarizes each proposal in plain language. It does not recommend how to vote.

Voting Rights Restoration Amendment
What it would do: Would establish a fundamental right to vote in the state constitution and provide that a person convicted of a felony may not vote while incarcerated, but automatically regains the right to vote upon release from incarceration. It would also update the standard for voters found mentally incompetent to instead apply to persons found to lack the capacity to understand the act of voting.
Current law:  Virginians convicted of a felony permanently lose the right to vote unless the Governor individually restores it — a discretionary process that varies by administration.
A YES vote: Voting rights would be restored automatically after incarceration ends, with no application or action by the Governor required.
A NO vote: The current system remains: restoration only through individual action by the Governor.

Reproductive Freedom Amendment
What it would do: Would add a right to reproductive freedom to the Constitution of Virginia, defined as the right to make and carry out one's own decisions about all matters related to one's pregnancy — including abortion, contraception, fertility treatment, miscarriage management, prenatal and postpartum care, and childbirth. The state could limit this right only for a compelling state interest, and no one could be prosecuted or penalized for receiving or assisting with an abortion, miscarriage, or stillbirth.
Current law: Abortion is currently legal in Virginia through the second trimester by statute, with third-trimester restrictions. These rules are set by ordinary law, which the General Assembly can change.
A YES vote: Places these protections in the state constitution, where they could be changed only by another voter-approved amendment.
A NO vote: Leaves current law in place; reproductive health policy would continue to be set by the General Assembly through the normal legislative process.

Marriage Equality Amendment
What it would do:  Would repeal the Marshall-Newman Amendment — the 2006 provision defining marriage in Virginia as only a union between one man and one woman — and require equal treatment under law for all lawful marriages between two adults, regardless of the sex, gender, or race of the parties.
Current law:  The 2006 ban remains in the constitution but has been unenforceable since the U.S. Supreme Court's 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges. If that ruling were ever reversed, the ban could become enforceable again.
A YES vote: Removes the ban from Virginia's constitution and guarantees recognition of same-sex and interracial marriages under state law.
A NO vote: The existing language stays in the constitution; marriage recognition would continue to depend on federal court precedent.
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