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7 Day Itinerary - Fly Fishing in Slovenia

3 full and 2 half days of some of the best fly-fishing in the world
Water Man Adventures provides an outstanding fly fishing experience for the discriminating
fly fisherman on the world-class waters of the Republic of Slovenia. We are a hands-on, destination
fishing outfitter operated by an experienced team of people - completely focused on arranging a custom F
Fishing and travel experience in Slovenia.

Excellent Places to Fish

Great Fish to Catch

Food, Wine and Culture

Limestone streams and alpine
rivers – a large variety of highly
dependable waters that are close
together. We’ll get you on the fish.

Marble Trout.
Slovenian Grayling.
Huge Browns… all waiting for you!

You will be hard pressed to find a
better combination of these to
match your fishing interests – only
quality here…
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Departure Day
Depart Home in US on overnight flight to Ljubljana,
Slovenia – Options Also Include Travel To Munich,
Germany, and Venice, Italy (traveling party chooses).

Morning arrival at selected European airport. After
being met by your Water Man Adventures team at the
airport, you will have a two to three hour ride to the
Soča River Valley and your first accommodations at the
Pristava Lepena Lodge. This mountain spa retreat is in
the heart of Triglav National Park and has the alpinestyle accommodations of a fully restored 1850’s
farmstead, to include guest cabins, sauna, conference
room, restaurant, and espresso bar. In addition to the
spectacular alpine valley setting, an impressive feature
of the hotel is the string of Lipizzaner horses that are
kept and provides to guests for trail rides. There is an
opportunity to fly-fish for Marble Trout within walking
distance of the lodge in the afternoon. The evening meal
will be an upmarket presentation at Pristava Lepena,
featuring regional dishes and an excellent selection of
Slovenian wines.

This first full day of fly-fishing begins with a hearty
Slovenian farm breakfast at the Pristava Lepena Lodge.
In short order, you’ll be met by our local guides and
will begin stalking the fabled Marble Trout as well as
Rainbow Trout on the Upper Soča River and its
tributaries (the Lepenja and Koritnica Rivers). There are
a wide variety of fishing conditions available, and the
crystal clear waters will ensure that you’ll be seeing
the fish that you are looking for. We’ll put you onto the
river in places that are the best fit for you. We’ll take
as long of a picnic lunch break as you want, but we will
plan to fish all day. Once we decide that we have caught
enough fish (is that possible?), we’ll take a break before
supper, go straight to supper, or if you want, take you on
an afternoon hike to the Alpine Botanical Garden in
Triglav National Park or to the town of Bovec to see a
waterfall shooting out of a mountainside. We’ll wrap up
the day with the evening meal at a quality restaurant in
Bovec.
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On our second full day of guided fly-fishing on the Soča
River, we’ll continue the hunt for Marble Trout, and
we’ll add the challenging Slovenian Grayling. Once we
are done for the day, those who don’t need to rest can go
to the town of Kobarid, where you will visit the World
War I Museum. Ponder the immensity of human conflict
from the battle positions high on the ridge above Kobarid
– which are now picturesque hillsides and soft green
meadows. To wrap up our time in the Soča Valley, we’ll
enjoy fresh seafood and fantastic wine at one of the best
restaurants in the Soča valley: Topli Val.

After our last breakfast in the Soča Valley, we’ll drive
about two hours to the town of Bled. This town is on the
shores of spectacular Lake Bled, surrounded by
mountains. We’ll have some time before lunch to explore
Bled, so we recommend visiting the 11th century castle
perched high on a cliff over the lake, as well as a visit to
the chapel on an island in the middle the lake – truly
magnificent. After lunch, you’ll have guided afternoon &
evening fishing on the Radovna, which is a small alpine
stream rich with Brown and Rainbow Trout. Once we are
done fishing, we’ll drive about thirty minutes to
Slovenia’s capital city, Ljubljana, where we’ll have an
evening meal at most famous brewery in town – Pivnica
Union. We’ll stay the night in the center of Ljubljana at
the City Hotel where you can rest or stay up a little late
taking in the riverside nightlife of Europe’s smallest
capital city.

Breakfast at the hotel will be followed by a fortyminute ride into the countryside and the Unica River.
You’ll have a day of guided fishing on one of Slovenia’s
most unique rivers and one of Europe's best limestone
streams, where the Brown Trout are massive and the
Grayling present their own challenges along the willowlined banks of this dry-fly only river. If there is
interest and time, we’ll visit Europe’s most extensive cave
complex at Postonja or the world-famous Lipizzaner
stallion stud farm at Lipica. Regardless, late afternoon
will find us in the famous vineyards of the Vipava region,
where you’ll be treated to a fantastic multi-course meal
with wine tasting at Gostilna pri Lojzetu in the 400-year
old Zemono Manor.

Early morning departure for drive back to departure
airport & return flight to USA.
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The Fish:
Marble trout - http://www.slovenia-flyfishing.com/marble-trout/
Brown trout - http://www.slovenia-flyfishing.com/fly-fishing-for-brown-trout-in-slovenia/
Slovenian Grayling - http://www.slovenia-flyfishing.com/slovenian-grayling/
Danube Salmon - http://www.slovenia-flyfishing.com/fishing-for-huchen-danube-salmon-or-hucho-hucho-inslovenia-in-january/
Pike - http://www.slovenia-flyfishing.com/pike-season-has-started/

Lodging Links:
Arrival through Day 5 - Soča Valley – Pristava Lepena http://www.pristava-lepena.com/
Day 5 Through Departure Day – Ljubljana – City Hotel - https://www.cityhotel.si/

Restaurant Links:
Topli Val – http://www.hotelhvala.si/
Pivnica Union - http://www.pivnica-union.si/en/
Gostilna pri Lojzetu - http://prilojzetu.si/en/
Novak Inn - http://www.novakdoma.eu/en/izbira.aspx
Restaurant Strelec - http://www.kaval-group.si/STRELEC,,restavracija.htm
3 of these are in the News! http://www.vogue.com/article/slovenia-dining-guide-ana-ros

Water Man Is There For You!
Water Man Adventures will have a representative with you providing logistics and general support during the
entire trip. We will take care of getting the things you have forgotten or otherwise decide that you need, get your
laundry done, get those shoes you left at the last hotel – you get the picture…

Inclusions:
-

All meals
All beverages, to include the four bottles of wine for the party at each evening meal
Overnight accommodations as described above
All fishing with guides (2 to 1)
Twenty five custom made flies per person

Exclusions:
-

Meals before arrival in Slovenia and after departure
Gratuities
Items of a personal nature (phone calls, excess baggage charges, etc.)
Any airfare

Travel Documents Required:
A valid passport is required to enter Slovenia, Italy or any arrival port in the rest of the European Union. For US
citizens, no visa is required to enter or exit the country. Slovenia is party to the Schengen Agreement. This means
that U.S. citizens may enter Slovenia for up to 90 days for tourist or business purposes without a visa. Your
passport should be valid for at least three months beyond the period of stay. There are no entry or exit fees for
travelling to Slovenia, Italy, or the rest of the EU. You must carry your passport at all times. We strongly
encourage each of our international travelers to make multiple photocopies of the information page of your
passport, and pack them in each piece of luggage you travel with. Should you lose your passport during the trip,
this information will make it easier for the US Embassy to reprint your credentials.

Taxes:
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Slovenia, Italy, and most other European countries allow you to recover VAT (sales tax) when you "export" an item.
But you must prove that the goods actually left the taxing authority before collecting your refund. Here is a
good article to help you understand:
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2014/06/19/europe-shopping-vat-refund/10751983/

Insurance:
You’ll need to provide proof of health insurance that is valid in Slovenia. While healthcare is excellent in
Slovenia, we also recommend evacuation insurance. It’s relatively inexpensive and you are likely to not need it.
But…
https://www.globalrescue.com/
https://www.internationalsos.com/personal-travel
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/ebola-virus-outbreak/evaluating-risk-do-travelers-need-medicalevacuation-insurance-n170976

Baggage:
Since we’ll be moving a couple of times, its best to pack as efficiently as possible. A good planning figure is for 50
pounds of luggage, including all of your rods, reels, etc. Since there is daily laundry service you will only need
2-3 sets of fishing clothes.

Electricity:
Slovenia’s electrical standard is 230 volts / 50 Hz. Electrical outlets have an opening for 2 tubular pins, not flat
prongs, so be sure you have an adapter that’s compatible before travel. Most modern electronic devices (including
your laptop and phone charger) are capable of 220v or 110v, but you will still need the adapter plug. Be sure to
verify this prior to using the 220v outlet!!! Please see this link for more information:
http://www.worldstandards.eu/electricity/plugs-and-sockets/ Slovenia takes Type C and Type F plugs on this chart.

Language:
Slovenian is the official language of Slovenia – it is a Slavic language related to Russian, Serbian, Polish & Czech.
English is commonly spoken, particularly by those under 50 years old. A few phrases will be useful for you. In
our experiences, the locals always appreciate it when you try to speak their language (no matter how poorly you
do so).
Hello. Živijo. (ZHEEVEE-oh)
Thank you. Hvala. (HVAH-lah)
Goodbye Nasvidenje. (NAHS-vee-dehn-yeh)
Where is the toilet? Kje je stranišče? (kyeh yeh strah-NEESH-cheh)
https://www.myguideslovenia.com/usefulinfo/slovenian-language-basics

Time Zone:
Slovenia and Italy are eight hours later than Denver.
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20170915T030000&p1=70&p2=736

HEALTH/INSECTS
Slovenia does have mosquitos; bug spray might be required in certain locations. Flies and other bugs may be
annoying, but pose little danger. The alpine sun can be a factor, so sunscreen should be worn daily and re-applied
often to avoid potential sunburn. Hats, buffs, and protective gloves are also recommended to help shade your skin.
Chemical-based sunscreens can be bad for fishing line, so be sure to wash your hands well after applying. There
are no recommended vaccinations for travel to Slovenia. The country is modern and most items available in the US
can be found in Slovenia. However, some items that are typically over-the-counter in the US need a prescription in
Slovenia, so we recommend that you bring a bottle of your favorite pain killer with you. Medicines such as
Neosporin are always a good idea to avoid infections from cuts and scrapes. it’s also wise to call your family
doctor before travel to discuss your trip. Often times they will give you a prescription for a strong antibiotic
such as Cipro to combat any bacterial infection you may acquire while abroad. The tap water in Slovenia is safe to
drink, but is it common to drink bottled water at meals. It is always safe to rely on bottled water, which is offered
with carbonation and without.

Packing List - The Gear You Need:
You will not be furnished rods and reels, so please bring your own equipment. However, if your equipment should
break during the trip, we will have some equipment you can use.
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Fly Rod(s): rods 8-10' 3-6 weight with floating lines (consider at least one sink tip line); fluorocarbon Leaders and
Tippet selection 3x – 7x, floatant, Non-toxic (lead-free) split shot weights.
Clothing & Personal Items
Rain suit
Fleece Jacket and beanie style hat (for cool mornings on the water)
One pair of comfortable shoes with a non-skid sole (for fishing)
Two long-sleeved fishing shirts - Light versions with UPF 50 - not in bright colors
Two pairs fishing pants
Long-billed hat and a bandana/buff to protect your neck
Comfortable lodge clothing (casual attire is acceptable at dinner)
A photocopy of the photo page of your passport.
Other Stuff
wading staff (recommended)
sunscreen
good polarized sunglasses
lightweight breathable waders
wading shoes with gravel guards
sunglasses
needle-nosed pliers or hemostats for pinching down barbs and removing hooks
scissors, nail clipper or similar for trimming tag ends of tippet knots and droppers
pack
water bottle
fly box
30 SPF waterproof sunscreen and lip balm
Insect repellent (water resistant)
first aid kit and toiletries
personal medications/prescriptions
small flashlight
camera
batteries
waterproof gear bag/ or a 2 gallon zip-lock bag works.
Very Important Documents
Passport
Airline tickets
Some Money (The currency used in Slovenia is the Euro. You will need to convert US dollars prior to
trying to spend, but your US ATM/Debit card can be used to draw euros from ATMS in country – make
sure your bank knows that you are travelling. Major US Credit cards are widely in Slovenia and Italy.

The Flies You Will Use:
Each guest will receive 25 flies that are appropriate for the trip. In addition to the flies provided, you should
consider bringing the following:
Stonefly nymphs, scuds, CDC caddis, Hornbergs, attractors (Wulffs and Stimulators), Muddler minnows,
caddisfly pupae – note: Slovenia is barbless for fly fishing.
Other Flies to consider bringing:
Dry: elk hair caddisflies, stimulators, BWO emergers, adult versions and spents, ants
Nymphs: caddis pupae, scuds, caddis nymphs - cased and caseless, smaller BWO nymphs , pheasant tails, bead
headed nymphs, bigger (stonefly) nymphs; Streamers: Zonkers, Wooly buggers, shiny, white and black colors

The Guides You Will Have:
For each fishing location, you will have guides (all with good English!) from the local Area, so you will have
access to the best possible knowledge about the waters you are on.

Final Considerations:
The price includes all ground transportation, lodging, three meals a day (2 bottles of wine per 8 persons per
dinner), fishing licenses, and guides. If you choose to take one of the optional excursions, we’ll get you there but
you’ll be responsible for any entry fees.
We’ll get you on the fish; but conditions may determine the need to vary the schedule and location. If necessary,
we’ll divide the group in order to put you on separate waters to insure the best fishing experience.

