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ROXBURY PREP ROSLINDALE 
 

Dear Councilor Essaibi-George,  

 

Please see the enclosed letters to the editor and news stories as a sampling of 
support from West Roxbury and Roslindale residents for the Roxbury Prep 
High School project at 361 Belgrade Ave. in Roslindale. We continue to build 
community support each day and look forward to working with your office to 
make this school a reality.  

 

Sincerely, 
Supporters of Roxbury Prep Roslindale  

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

A Boston high school with a splendid reputation for 

academic excellence wants to expand and offer its 

students state-of-the-art classrooms on a site now 

occupied by a former auto dealership. 

What’s not to like? 

But this is Boston, after all, where too often no good 

deed goes unpunished and old battles continue to be 

waged. 

The case in point is a proposal by ​Roxbury 

Preparatory Charter School to build a new high 

school​ on an acre of land in Roslindale. Because it is a 

public charter school, it will be built at no cost to 

taxpayers. 

Since 1999, Roxbury Prep, part of the Uncommon 

Schools network operating 52 schools in three states, 

has been turning out high-achieving students from its 

three middle schools. As of 2014, 78 percent of 

students have gone on to attend four-year-colleges, 

compared to 50 percent of their Boston district school 

counterparts. 

Some 420 students are now enrolled in Roxbury 

Prep’s high school, which will graduate its first class of 

70 students next June. The school’s 10th-graders are 

already outperforming the statewide average on 

MCAS in English and science and coming up just 

about even in math. And by 10th grade, every Roxbury 

Prep student has taken at least one advanced 

placement course. 

Problem is, come September those high school 

students will be divided among three different sites — 

in Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, and Hyde Park. That’s not 

only inefficient from an administrative point of view, 

it also denies the students a real high school campus 

experience. 

So this spring, school officials filed a letter of intent 

with the Boston Planning and Development Agency to 

build a brand new school to accommodate 800 

students on the site of the now-shuttered Clay Auto,  

 

at the juncture of Belgrade Avenue and West Roxbury 

Parkway. 

The proposal, however has set off a wailing and gnashing 

of teeth from the Greater Belgrade Avenue 

Neighborhood Association, which in turn has succeeded 

in drumming up opposition from several of its elected 

officials. The latter, in particular, should simply be 

ashamed of themselves. State Representatives Edward F. 

Coppinger and Angelo M. Scaccia, state Senator Michael 

F. Rush, and City Councilors Tim McCarthy and Matt 

O’Malley insisted in a letter to the BPDA that the 

proposed three-story building “is inconsistent with the 

scale of the neighborhood” and lacks adequate parking. 

They dispute the school’s contention that current public 

transportation will be adequate to meet student needs. 

The association has attempted as best it could to spread 

such half-truths as, according to its website, this is a 

“charter, not a public school.” Never mind that charter 

schools ​are​ public schools. This one, in fact, has students 

from Roslindale and nearby West Roxbury, along with 

Mattapan, Hyde Park, Roxbury, and Dorchester. 

Roslindale, it should be noted, is the only neighborhood 

in the city without its own public high school. And many 

in the community — who don’t buy into the GBANA 

brand of NIMBYism — think it’s high time that situation 

was remedied. 

The school administration has given neighbors 

assurances that 90 percent of students will be arriving 

via public transportation. A commuter rail stop — two 

stops from Forest Hills station — would deposit students 

virtually on campus. The planned 66 parking spaces 

would be for faculty, staff, and visitors. And the school 

has worked hard to respond to neighborhood concerns 

about traffic and logistics. 

Roxbury Prep draws its students from all over Boston — 

57 percent of them African-American, 39.5 percent of 

them Hispanic. The bottom line is those students deserve 

a high school they can be proud of — a physical structure 

that is as good as the education that is taking place 

inside. 

 

 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/06/10/boston-charter-schools-enjoy-construction-boom-while-city-run-schools-slow-fix-aging-facilities/Ka5pcDx3hbEIBiKmrIUBXI/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/06/10/boston-charter-schools-enjoy-construction-boom-while-city-run-schools-slow-fix-aging-facilities/Ka5pcDx3hbEIBiKmrIUBXI/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/06/10/boston-charter-schools-enjoy-construction-boom-while-city-run-schools-slow-fix-aging-facilities/Ka5pcDx3hbEIBiKmrIUBXI/story.html


 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

Roxbury Prep Charter School students deserve a state-of-the-art learning 

place 

 

September 19, 2018 

By Roy Lincoln Karp 

Special to the Reporter 

High school students at Roxbury Prep Charter School have to eat lunch in their classrooms. Their 

school has no gym and no performing arts space. The student body is split into two parts located 

five miles apart, a circumstance that presents significant practical challenges and makes it difficult 

to foster a shared sense of community. That could all change if the school’s plan to build a new, 

state-of-the-art high school in Roslindale comes to fruition. 

“When I graduate from this school I want to come back to a high school where I can see everyone,” 

says Olivia Dunlap, a junior who lives in Roslindale, the only neighborhood in Boston without a 

public high school. “A new building would allow us to have space as a community and socialize. 

Whether it’s a dance or sporting events, we need to be one school.” 

After reviewing more than 50 possible locations, the school concluded that a property at Belgrade 

Avenue and the West Roxbury Parkway was the only one feasible in terms of size, cost, and access 

to public transit. The site, which is zoned for educational purposes as of right, is adjacent to the 

Bellevue Commuter Line stop and four bus lines. The school justifiably touts the project as 

transit-driven development that will put students on underutilized trains and buses in a reverse 

commute. 

But some residents are not happy. The school is up against a “Not in My Backyard” campaign 

replete with lawn signs, a website, and rotary visibilities. Conspicuously absent from their slogan, 

“Stop 361 Belgrade,” is any mention of a school. The site, currently home to an autobody shop and 

a shuttered tire dealership, will likely be developed whether a school is built there or not. 

The residents leading the charge have registered with the city as the Greater Belgrade Avenue 

Neighborhood Association. “GBANA is essentially a single-issue organization seeking legitimacy by 

calling itself a neighborhood association,” says Rachel Young, a member of the nearby Longfellow 

Area Neighborhood Association, which recently hosted a presentation by Roxbury Prep. Young is 

also active with “We Support Roxbury Prep,” a campaign that has gathered more than 2,000 



 

signatures in support of the high school, including 650 from residents of Roslindale and West 

Roxbury. 

While residents remain divided, local pols have lined up in opposition to the school. Tim McCarthy, 

whose City Council district would house the school, told me he has to look out for the interests of 

his constituents. As for constituents who favor the proposal, he says he “doesn’t put a lot of stock 

into petitions.” 

McCarthy says he doesn’t “look at this as a school, but like any other development proposal” 

before complaining that a school would have a greater impact on traffic and parking than a 

residential development at the same location. Presented with the fact that 90 percent of Roxbury 

Prep students get to school on public transit, he reminds me that “the school day does not end at 

2:15. There are basketball games and performances that take place after school.” The very thing 

for which Olivia Dunlap was yearning – a rich high school experience with sporting events and 

dances – is for McCarthy an unsolvable parking problem. 

Councillor Matt O’Malley, whose district abuts the site, also opposes the project. He believes the 

school provides inadequate space for a school of its size, but is vague about specifics. The school’s 

plan for a 96,000 square foot building for 800 students provides comparable space per pupil to 

several recently built charter schools including Academy of the Pacific Rim, Boston Collegiate 

Middle School, and the new Brooke Charter High School. 

O’Malley also opposes the project because of the lack of Chapter 46 funding, which reimburses 

school districts for students they lose to charter schools. Boston, he asserts, is missing out on $60 

million to which it is entitled under the statute. But Roxbury Prep is authorized to expand its high 

school to 800 students based on its existing state charter whether or not they build a new school in 

Roslindale. 

So what is really going on here? Many have accused GBANA of being motivated by racist fears of 

black and Latino teens coming to “their” neighborhood. Not surprisingly, neither GBANA nor the 

school want to talk about race, saying they would prefer instead to debate the project on its 

merits. That debate should go forward. In the meantime, elected officials should get off the NIMBY 

bandwagon, especially one that is being driven by fear more than facts. 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 
Community Divided Over A Proposed New Home For 
Roxbury Prep Charter High School 
 
September 21, 2018 
By Max Larkin 
 

On a Saturday morning in Boston, the Roslindale farmer's market is about as mellow a scene as you 
can find. 

But just outside its borders, there's an edge in the air, as one of the city's top-performing charter 
schools pleads its case for a new school building just down the street. 

“I’ve been heckled at when I’m out canvassing in the neighborhood," says Rachel Young, a Roslindale 
resident who is collecting signatures and handing out lawn signs in support of the school. "I was 
sworn at just this morning. ... These are not the kind of conversations I want to be having with my 
neighbors!” 



 

For months, Young has been arguing online and in person in favor of the project at 361 Belgrade 
Ave., on a lot occupied by the Clay Chevrolet dealership — right on the line between Roslindale and 
West Roxbury. 

For the past few years, Roxbury Prep High School has been a schoolhouse divided: two campuses, 
five crosstown miles apart. 

Half of its students go to school on Maywood Street in Roxbury, in a converted office building that the 
school is renting. 

“This is only our 11th and 12th grade in this building," says Bridget McElduff, a Roxbury Prep staff 
member. "And we barely fit with what we have right now!" 

Her tour begins in a medium-sized, all-brick room that does triple duty — as cafeteria, auditorium and 
art class. The room is packed with students during lunchtime — and it’s still too small to fit more than 
half a grade's students. 

Like many charter schools, Roxbury Prep emphasizes hard work and high expectations. Its hallways 
are kept quiet and its courses are rigorous. The Maywood Street building has been dressed up to 
reflect those goals — with Ivy League pennants and the school's top GPAs mounted on its walls. 

But you can't help but notice the building's limitations: cramped stairwells, a conference 
room-turned-science lab and other tenants just on the other side of the wall. 

Meanwhile, the school’s ninth and 10th graders study in a former parochial school in Hyde Park. This 
can mean up to an hour in traffic for anyone who has to shuttle between the two campuses, including 
staff, student clubs and sports teams. 

That disjointedness is Deborah Dunlap's one reservation about Roxbury Prep, where her daughter 
Olivia is a satisfied student in her junior year. 

“I’m really sad that she’s not getting a real high school experience," Deborah Dunlap says. "How 
close-knit can a school be if you’ve got ninth and 10th in one spot, and 11th and 12th in another?” 

After a five-year search through 57 sites, Roxbury Prep landed on the Belgrade Avenue site. A 
rendering of the school they hope to build is hanging on the wall of the Maywood Street campus: a 
96,000-square-foot building complete with a gym and a cafeteria, just steps from the commuter rail 
and bus routes. 

They submitted their " ​letter of intent​" to the Boston Planning and Development Agency in May. 

http://www.bostonplans.org/getattachment/98db2a13-cc68-4e99-b1c1-043d96c12577


 

But almost as soon as the school began to push for the site early last year, some in the neighborhood 
pushed back. 

“When we first started out, [the concern] was traffic. It was 'kids on our lawns, kids on our porch,'" 
Dunlap recalls. 

Like 10 percent of Roxbury Prep families, the Dunlaps live in Roslindale. So they’ve watched as the 
fight over 361 Belgrade has balkanized their neighborhood. Lawn signs — some in support of the 
project, but even more against — have sprouted up everywhere. (You’d think it was a hotly contested 
political campaign.) 

Sixteen-year-old Olivia Dunlap has also gone door-to-door for the school, though it won't be built until 
at least a year after she plans to graduate. 

At times, many of her neighbors — whom she describes as "old and Caucasian" — seem to listen to 
her. It was inspiring: “A lot of people actually ask me questions about the school: What do I do, like 
what do I learn, how does it affect me and my future? It makes me feel like people actually want to 
hear my side.” 

Deborah Dunlap was especially moved when her daughter persuaded one resident to back the 
school: “I was so amazed that my baby, my daughter, was speaking the way she was. And for him to 
come back and say, ‘Your daughter helped sway me,’ that was a wonderful thing." 

And Deborah says the school has modified its plans in response to community concerns. It added a 
covered outdoor space, where students could congregate before and after hours, and a drop-off area 
for parents. 

But after months of arguing, the “Stop 361 Belgrade” signs are still up. That's left the Dunlaps with a 
bad taste in their mouths. 

Like when neighbors worry about ‘traffic,’ even though few of the school's students drive. Olivia says: 
"They pause when they say ‘traffic.’ Like, ‘We don’t want you here because of — traffic.’ And it’s just 
like — there’s going to be traffic everywhere! Like, there’s condos going up!” 

It feels like code — like there is something under the surface of the neighborhood resistance. 

Given the circumstances, it's not surprising that some school supporters detect a racial undercurrent 
in the opposition. Roxbury Prep’s students ​are almost exclusively black or Latino​, while the abutting 
neighborhoods — especially West Roxbury — are ​largely white​. 

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/general/general.aspx?topNavID=1&leftNavId=100&orgcode=04840000&orgtypecode=5
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk


 

An ​early petition ​ to block the building warned it could make the neighborhood less desirable, or spoil 
its “suburban feel." One lawn sign put up on a block away reads: “Stop 361 Belgrade — Save Our 
Neighborhood.” 

Sara Harold is one of the directors of ​the Greater Belgrade Area Neighborhood Association​ (GBANA), 
a new group that was formed, in part, to oppose the Roxbury Prep building. Harold and her family live 
about a block from the proposed building site. She says the "Save Our Neighborhood" sign wasn't put 
up by a GBANA member, and she denies that the group is motivated by racial concerns. 

"In this city as a whole, race is an issue; racism is an issue," Harold says. "But as far as the whole 
opposition to the project started and formed, race has not ever been a part of [it]." 

 
 

Harold says her issue is space — not race. 
 
She noted that the school expects to enroll 800 or so high school students at 361 Belgrade, along 
with staff. At about 120 square feet per student, that would make the school more densely packed 
than almost all of Boston's existing public high schools, according to a ​2016 audit of school facilities​. 

https://wrparkway.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/355-361-belgrade-ave-petition.pdf
https://www.gbana.org/
http://www.massschoolbuildings.org/sites/default/files/edit-contentfiles/Programs/School_Survey/2016/MSBA%202016%20Survey%20Report_102417-FINAL.pdf#2016%20-%20Key%20Findings


 

"You're looking at about 900 commuting individuals to an acre lot. That's a lot of people to put in such 
a small space," Harold said. 

Along Belgrade Avenue, as in much of the city, developers are building condos. Traffic snarls the 
Parkway intersection as it does most other parts of the city. 

There’s another tension at play: Roxbury Prep is a charter school. Harold says she doesn't have an 
opinion on that subject, but some in the community do oppose charter schools: either on principle in 
general or to the way they work in Boston today. 

From the beginning of the building process, many were under the impression that the Roxbury Prep 
building would represent the flouting of the ​forceful "no" vote against charter expansion​ taken in 2016. 

But state officials actually authorized Roxbury Prep to enroll up to 1,800 students back in 2011, long 
before that vote. This building would combine the two high-school sites, bringing about 800 students 
currently in the system into a single facility. 

That's not good enough for City Councilor Matt O'Malley of West Roxbury. He was one of six elected 
officials to oppose the school in a May letter to the Boston Planning and Development Agency 
(BPDA), which will oversee the process. 

In an interview, O'Malley echoes GBANA's concerns about space, and added that his "larger 
concern" is the ​growing sum of money​ that Boston pays out to charter schools each year. 

It's worth noting that Roxbury Prep staff expect to reach 1,800 students in total enrollment in the near 
future, regardless of whether the new school is built. That means the city would eventually end up 
paying the same amount in either scenario. For several years, the state has failed to meet its 
obligation to reimburse districts who lose students — and dollars — to charter schools. 

O'Malley adds that he doesn't believe the "Save Our Neighborhood" sign, or other "ugly rhetoric" that 
has emerged in the community debate, is reflective of the neighborhood at large. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Marty Walsh and other officials declined to take sides on the issue, noting that 
Roxbury Prep still has not filed a detailed plan for the building with the BPDA. 

For now, the battle of Belgrade Ave. has reached a standoff. But it promises to flare up again as the 
process advances. First, would come that detailed plan, followed by community meetings that could 
be disputatious. 

Still, it's a long, uncertain road to a groundbreaking. 

http://www.wbur.org/edify/2016/11/08/live-results-massachusetts-question-2
https://budget.boston.gov/operating-budget/charter-school-tuition/
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