The Mexican gray wolf, commonly referred to as “El
lobo”, is the most endangered subspecies of wolf in the
world. There once were approximately 4,000 wolves in
their historic range, which included central and northern
Mexico and the southwestern United States. In May 1976,
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the species was listed on the Endangered Species List
by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). By the early
1980s, they were considered extinct in the wild with just a
handful existing in zoos. Their demise, which began in the
early 1900s, was the result of anti-predator campaigns in
the U.S. and Mexico. The last 7 survivors in the wild were
captured between 1977 and 1980, and bred in captivity. In
1998 USFWS released 11 Mexican gray wolves (offspring
of the original 7 survivors) back into the wild in Arizona as
part of the newly established Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery
Program.
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“Bringing Back” the Most Endangered
Wolf in the World
The Mexican gray wolf, commonly referred to as “El lobo”,
is the most endangered subspecies of wolf in the world.
There once were approximately 4,000 wolves in their
historic range, which included central and northern Mexico
and the southwestern United States. In May 1976, the
species was listed on the Endangered Species List by U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). By the early 1980s,
they were considered extinct in the wild with just a handful
existing in zoos.
Their demise, which began in the early 1900s, was the
result of anti-predator campaigns in the U.S. and Mexico.
The last seven survivors in the wild were captured between
1977 and 1980, and bred in captivity.
In 1998 USFWS released eleven Mexican gray wolves
(offspring of the original seven survivors) back into the wild
in Arizona as part of the newly established Mexican Gray
Wolf Recovery Program. Their numbers have grown slowly,
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Photographs provided by: Interagency Field Team (Left) and Chicago Zoological Society (Right)
LEFT: A biologist with the Interagency Field Team uses radio telemetry to locate the den site of the Arizona-based Elk Horn Pack where the 2-Mexican gray wolf puppies
born at Brookfield Zoo will be placed for fostering as part of the recovery program.
RIGHT: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service veterinarian and Chicago Zoological Society veterinary technician head back to the plane for their trip home after successfully
placing the two Mexican gray wolf puppies born at Brookfield Zoo with the Arizona-based wild wolf pack, which will foster them with their own litter.
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”Bringing Back” the Most Endangered Wolf in the World
enough to provide pups for fostering in a wild pack. The
zoo pups are reviewed and the ones that showed the best
promise to improve the genetic diversity of the wild wolf
population are selected.
Timeline:
• The Brookfield Zoo is one of several institutions
selected from the managed Mexican gray wolf breeding
population to provide pups for fostering.
• CZS staff tracked when the alpha pair at the Brookfield
Zoo - F1265 (Zana) and M1195 (Flint) - bred and
reported possible due dates to the USFWS. Within 48
hours after puppies were born on April 25, CZS staff
reported the number of individuals in the litter (five) to
USFWS.
• Members of the Interagency Field Team identified the
Elk Horn Pack (in Arizona) as a compatible pack.
• In the early morning hours of April 30, animal care
and veterinary staff found the den site at the Zoo
and evaluated all the pups. The two largest and
most vigorous puppies in the litter were selected for
the fostering program - M1471 (Blaze) and F1472
(Brooke). The remaining three puppies were placed
back in the den (F1265 - Zana returned to the den site
to care for those three remaining puppies.).
• M1471 (Blaze) and F1472 (Brooke) were taken to
the zoo’s Animal Hospital for complete neonatal
examinations.
• An animal care and veterinary staff team of two
accompanied the puppies on the flight to Arizona.
During the trip, the pups were kept warm and received
supplemental feedings every several hours.
• While the puppies were on route from Brookfield Zoo,
the Interagency Field Team arrived in the area of the
Elk Horn Pack to located its den site and check on
activity. The adults are collared and were located using
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radio telemetry (The collars on the wolves send out a
signal that the biologists can locate using an antenna.)
To ensure a successful fostering, it is important that the
puppies in the wild litter and the ones being fostered
have the same scent. At the den site, biologists
removed the Elk Horn Pack puppies and rubbed them
with the same puppy milk formula that
M1471
(Blaze) and F1472 (Brooke). They also rubbed hair
and debris from the den site onto M1471 (Blaze) and
F1472 (Brooke). In addition, feces and urine from all
the puppies were rubbed on all of them. Once this was
complete, the team placed all the puppies, including
M1471 (Blaze) and F1472 (Brooke) in the den.
Since the introduction of M1471 (Blaze) and F1472
(Brooke) to the Elk Horn Pack, the adult female has
returned to the puppies and has moved the den site a
short distance away from the original one (not unusual).
The Interagency Field Team will be providing the
pack with supplemental feed of meat and road-killed
elk to offer the best chance that they raise the litter
successfully.
Remote cameras will be placed in the area to attempt
to document the survival of all pups. This information
may indicate that M1471 (Blaze) and F1472 (Brooke)
are alive, if seven pups are documented in the picture.
In addition, the Interagency Field Team will attempt to
capture puppies from the Elk Horn Pack when they are
approximately 3 to 4 months old and during end of the
year helicopter count and capture operations. If M1471
(Blaze) and F1472 (Brooke) are captured, they will be
radio-collared and monitored.

The current population of the Mexican gray wolves in
“professional care” is 243 individuals in 54 institutions. As
of December 2015, a minimum of 97 Mexican gray wolves
were estimated to be living in the wild. This reintroduced
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”Bringing Back” the Most Endangered Wolf in the World
population is now a naturally functioning wolf population
with regular births occurring.
Bringing back the Mexican gray wolf is an opportunity to
bring a natural balance and fully functioning ecosystem
back to the wild lands of the Southwest by keeping deer,
elk and javelina (type of peccary) populations healthy and
in check. Wolves strengthen these animals by preying on
the old, sick and young, and prevent their populations from
growing so numerous that they overgraze and destroy
habitat that countless other species depend on.
RESOURCES:
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/mexicanwolf/
https://www.czs.org/Chicago-Zoological-Society/About/Pressroom/2016-Press-Releases/Mexican-Gray-Wolves-Born-atBrookfield-Zoo
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/Mexican_
gray_wolf/

More About Mexican Gray Wolves
Mexican gray wolves prefer mountain forests, grasslands and
scrublands.
Weighing in at 50 to 85 pounds, with males typically heavier
and taller than females, Mexican gray wolves are about the
size of a German shepherd. They are the smallest subspecies
of the gray wolf in North America (about half the size of their
cousin, the North American gray wolf).
Have a keen sense of smell, excellent hearing and highly
sensitive vision. They are intelligent, family-oriented animals
who live in family packs and maintain home ranges-or
territories. They communicate through howling, body language
and scent marking.
Kill and eat a variety of prey, including elk, mule deer, whitetailed deer, and javelina. Opportunistic, they will scavenge
dead elk and deer, cattle carcasses and hunter gut piles during
hunting season. They occasionally also prey on livestock; , and
wildlife biologists believe this behavior could be exacerbated
by scavenging on livestock carcasses.
Mexican gray wolf packs are generally fairly small, consisting
of an adult alpha pair, a yearling or two, and pups of the year.
Social cohesion in the pack is strong. Adults are very tolerant
of the growing pups, feeding them meat brought back from
kills. Pups establish a dominance hierarchy and learn hunting
behavior through play.
Pups are born blind and defenseless. About 8 to 10 weeks
after birth, pups are moved from the den site to a rendezvous
site, where they remain while the adults hunt. A pack member
often stays behind to “babysit” the pups. Pups are mature at
about 10 months of age.
Reproduction: Mating season is mid-February to mid-March;
Gestation is 63 days; Litter size is 4 - 7 pups
Lifespan is 6 to 8 years in the wild; up to 15 years in captivity.
Did You Know? Mexican gray wolves are not necessarily
gray. Their fur is a mix of gray, rust, black and cream.
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Photographs Courtesy of: Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team (Top Three)
and Steve Dobrott (Bottom)
TOP: Mexican wolf pups in the wild.
2nd FROM TOP: Two Middle Fork pups in the summer of 2011.
3rd FROM TOP: Luna mp1241 in the summer of 2011.
BOTTOM: 16 M859’s track in the wild.
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