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Four Swift Fox Kits.

WORKING TO SAVE
WILD CANID SPECIES FROM EXTINCTION
by Regina H. Mossotti
Director of Animal Care and Conservation, Endangered Wolf Center

In my position as Director of Animal
Care and Conservation at the
Endangered Wolf Center (located in
St. Louis, MO), I am fortunate enough
to work with young people in many
capacities. But whether I am guest
lecturing at a University or talking to
a group of visitors on a tour, I have
noticed an increasing disconnect
between younger individuals and
their understanding of why zoos and
other captive facilities still exist.
So, why do you think zoos (and other
captive facilities) exist? A hundred
years ago, zoos were entertainment
facilities, and their primary focus
was to dazzle guests with exotic
and unique animals. Then, around
the time the Endangered Species
Act was implemented in the 1970’s,

a movement started to push through
the zoo community to be better
educators. Zoos across the country
modified their focus to educating
people about why we should protect
endangered animals from extinction.
Zoos continued to adapt to
environmental needs, and in the
late 20th century many zoos began
to shift their focus toward becoming
the conservationists. They used
their vast resources to focus and
built in audiences to begin the hard
work of saving endangered species
in their natural habitat. They did
this with a creative, multi-pronged
approach which included breeding
and releasing animals back into the
wild and conducting vital research
that can help us manage species
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recovery better.
As many zoos shifted their focus
toward conservation, they also
expanded their education programs
to instill a sense of stewardship and
responsibility for the health of our
planet, to create citizen scientists,
and to inspire activists in the public
to work on behalf of wildlife and wild
places.
The efforts to directly work with
local communities that live in the
recovery area of animals around the
world has made a huge impact as
well. Zoos have helped change the
minds of people in those areas from
being intolerant of wildlife to being
proud of their native wildlife and their
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communities effort to save their endangered species.
It is not hard to see that the zoo community has helped save
a vast array of critically endangered species when you start
to look for examples, including (but definitely not limited
to) the black-footed ferret, California condor, American
burying beetle, swift fox, hellbender salamandar, Mexican
wolf, Przewalski’s horse, scimatar-horned oryx, red wolf,
Attwater’s prarie chicken, freshwater mussle, golden lion
tamarin, and that’s only to name a few. The list continues
to grow. But many members of the public don’t know about
this incredible work because zoos are doing it behind the
scenes.
Like everyone else in the zoological community, I am very
proud to be a part of this incredible conservation force.
The Endangered Wolf Center, for example, was founded
in 1971 by Dr. Marlin Perkins and his wife Carol. Perkins,
you may remember was the host of Mutual of Omaha’s wild
kingdom. Because of he and Carols’s foresight, the Center
has helped save the red wolf, Mexican wolf and swift fox
from extinction. Our mission is to preserve and protect
Mexican wolves, red wolves and other wild canid species,
with purpose and passion, through carefully managed
breeding, reintroduction, groundbreaking research and
inspiring education programs. Our vision is a world where
endangered wolves and other wild canids exist and thrive
in their native habitats, recognized and valued for their vital
roles as leading members of a healthy ecosystem.
From our Center’s perspective, we are immersed in
the real-life example of how zoos are helping to save
endangered species and I would love to share with you a
recent instance of this work.
On April 23, the Endangered Wolf Center set out on a
historic mission. Our staff flew two just-born critically
endangered Mexican wolf pups to New Mexico to be
fostered by a wild pack. This historic collaborative effort
between the Endangered Wolf Center staff and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) represented the first time
pups born in captivity were “adopted out” in this way.
Two of those pups from a litter of six born to Mexican wolves
Sibi (mother) and Lazarus (father), Lindbergh and Vida,
made the long journey from St. Louis to New Mexico and
were placed into the New Mexico based Sheepherder’s
Baseball Park (SBP) Pack.
A few days later, five Mexican wolf pups were born at
Brookfield Zoo in Illinois and two of their pups were placed
in the den of the Arizona-based Elk Horn Pack of wild
wolves.

Top: © Photograph provided by the Endangered Wolf Center.
Bottom: © Photograph provided by the Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team.

The Mexican Wolf Recovery Program
The Mexican wolf (Canis lupus baileyi), also known as the
lobo, is a subspecies of gray wolf once native to Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas and Mexico.
The goal of the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program is to
reintroduce the species back to its native habitat. Fostering
is a technique biologists have developed where wolf pups
from one litter are placed with another litter.
The wolf mother will adopt the additions as her own. Placing
pups from captivity into a wild litter not only helps increase
the population size in the wild but also helps increase genetic
diversity. It is a wonderful ways to have wild parents (with
an established territory and experience) raise and teach the
pups how to survive.
The Endangered Wolf Center has been the birth site of over
190 Mexican gray wolf pups born in captivity and it continues
to play a leading role in the recovery of the Mexican wolf.
In fact, every Mexican wolf in the wild today can trace his
or her roots back to our center.

In May, another litter of four Mexican wolf pups were born
at the Endangered Wolf Center to Mack (father) and Vera
www.dveaglealliance.org 			
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About the Red Wolf
The strikingly beautiful red wolf (Canis rufus) is a canid
native to the eastern United States.
It is a distinctly different species from its gray wolf cousins,
and notably smaller, weighing an average of only 50 to 60
pounds. Primarily crepuscular as all wolves (active during
twilight), they communicate by scent marking, vocalizations
(including howling), facial expressions and body postures.
Shy and secretive, red wolves hunt in small packs, complex
social structures that include the breeding adult pair (the
alpha male and female) and their offspring. Red wolves tend
to form pair-bonds for life.
A native to the southeastern United States, once ranging
as far west as Missouri, by 1980 the red wolf was declared
extinct in the wild, with only a handful of red wolves in
captivity shouldering the burden of saving their species.

© Photograph provided by the Endangered Wolf Center

(mother), and two of their pups, Valeria and Linda, were
placed in the den of the Arizona-based Panther Creek
Pack.
All three wild dens were documented with five pups, and
the addition of the captive born pups increased the total
litter size of all three packs to seven each.
Wolves are extremely shy and it is not often that biologists
get to see wild wolves. But we are excited to announce
that in October 2016, biologists confirmed that at least
one of the pups has survived in both the Panther Creek
Pack and the Elkhorn Pack. This means that the foster
was successful and the pack accepted the pups into
their family. It’s a long way from St. Louis to the recovery
area, and the time-sensitive nature of fostering adds an
extra layer of intensity. But seeing the pups safely into the
wild and learning now that they are not only surviving but
thriving makes the entire journey all the more remarkable.
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Here at the Endangered Wolf Center in 1981, we became
the first facility to successfully breed both endangered red
wolves and Mexican wolves in captivity. In 1987, an amazing
female red wolf named Brindled Hope was one of the first of
eight animals introduced to the wild in North Carolina, part of
the species’ former range. She became the first red wolf to
give birth in the wild.
Getting a wolf ready to be introduced into the wild takes a lot
of work – and a lot of space. The large enclosures here at the
Endangered Wolf Center offer red wolf release candidates a
chance to hunt, an opportunity to acclimate to larger land
areas and the ability to experience little human interference.
Preserving their natural shyness around humans is one of
the best ways to ensure their safety in the wild – especially
if the humans they might encounter there have them in their
crosshairs.
Today, many of the wolves now roaming this territory
can trace their roots to the Endangered Wolf Center.
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Mexican wolves are critically endangered, and have only
about 100 individuals left in the wild and they are mostly
found in the United States.
“The Mexican wolf is vital to keeping the ecosystem
healthy and I am so proud of the Center’s efforts to
further conservation for Mexican wolves.” said Virginia
Busch, the Center’s Executive Director. “Collaboration
is key to conservation success and we are grateful for
our partnership with FWS and the Species Survival Plan
zoological institutions.”
This experience is just one of many examples of zoological
facilities making a positive impact on wildlife. While our
planet faces unprecedented threats from habitat destruction,
overpopulation and global acquiescence to the forces that
govern climate change, zoos have positioned themselves
at the forefront of the efforts to slow down a major extinction
level event. They are winning battles, and with the support
of the public they will continue to be successful. Now, more
than ever, we all have to work together.
Our Center has seen that collaboration is the key to
conservation and we have seen how communities
pulling together with their zoos, their NGO’s, and their
governments are making a difference. I ask you to be a
part of this movement, because the lives of endangered
species depend on us being able to come together and
work toward common goals.
For more information and/or to make a donation:
http://www.endangeredwolfcenter.org/

The Endangered Wolf Center
Our Mission:
To preserve and protect Mexican wolves, red wolves and
other canid species, with purpose and passion, through
carefully managed breeding, reintroduction and inspiring
education programs.
Upcoming Wolf Fest 2017
(Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017)
Wolf Fest is held at the Endangered Wolf Center (located
on the grounds of Washington University’s Tyson Research
Center, Eureka, MO).
The Endangered Wolf Center is a 501c(3) non-profit and
receives no funding from the state or federal governments.
Wolf Fest is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year and
we greatly appreciate your participation!
For more information or become a sponsor please call:
636-938-9306.
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About the Swift Fox
The swift fox (Vulpes velox) is the smallest of all North
American wild canid species. The swift fox gets its name
from early American settlers who were taken by its speed.
The species once had an enormous range, stretching from
central Alberta, Canada, south through the Plains states all
the way to west-central Texas. As the country was settled,
their population began a serious decline. By 1978, the
species was completely gone in Canada, and just over a
decade later, it survived in only about 10 percent of its former
range in the United States.
The process to declare the swift fox endangered took root
in 1995, but due to backlog at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Swift Fox Conservation Team was formed to
help save this quickly disappearing predator. Thanks to the
Swift Fox Conservation Team’s efforts in combination with
breeding recovery successes from the Endangered Wolf
Center and other facilities, the little foxes began making a
comeback.
Today, the Endangered Wolf Center continues to play an
important role in the recovery of this species. In fact, swift fox
kits have been born in the spring of 2012 and 2013. One of
the female kits, Kimi, traveled from the Center in January
2013 to Canada (where the swift fox is still considered
endangered) to help with that country’s recovery efforts.

A Nature’s Newsletter Article
/ VolNewsletter
11 Issue 4
4				
Nature’s

