














Lift Every Voice And Sing Lyrics 
The CRISIS Apdl, 1939 e F;fteon Cents 

"LIFT EV'RY VOICE ANO SING" 
August" S,vage's s�ulpture for the New York World's Fair 

ABOVE: "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" or "The 
Harp", a sculpture created by Harlem 
Renaissance artist Augusta Savage for the 
World's Fair, depicted on the cover of the April 
1939 issue of the NAACP's The Crisis
magazine. 

Often referred to as 'The Black 
National Anthem," Lift Every Voice and 
Sing was a hymn written as a poem by 
NAACP leader James Weldon 
Johnson in 1900. 

At the turn of the 20th century, 
Johnson's lyrics eloquently captured 
the solemn yet hopeful appeal for the 
liberty of Black Americans. Set against 
the religious invocation of God and the 
promise of freedom, the song was 
later adopted by NAACP and 
prominently used as a rallying cry 
during the Civil Rights Movement of 
the 1950s and 1960s. 

NAACP 

Lift every voice and sing, 
Til earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on 1til victory is won. 
Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Til now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand, 
True to our God, 
True to our native land. 

8 Manchester Unit 2069 

Become a Member Today! Manchester NAACP 
Monthly Meetings 

Manchester Branch 

Our membership meets every 
fourth Thursday of each month to 
discuss important issues that are 
affecting our community. Our 
Committees meet monthly to plan 
ways to address these issues in 
the sectors of education, health, 
economy, environment, and 
criminal justice. 
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naacpmanchesternh.com/ 
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