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Northern Kentucky stands at a crossroads, geographic, civic, and moral. 

Our region has long served as a gateway between the South, the Midwest, and the 
broader American economy. The same roads that carry families to work, children 
to school, and goods to market also carry dangers that threaten our communities' 
safety. Among the most destructive is the trafficking of fentanyl and other lethal 
narcotics through interstate corridors that pass directly through the towns and 
neighborhoods of House District 63. 

Fentanyl is not an abstract policy issue. It is a substance that has claimed thousands 
of lives across the Commonwealth of Kentucky, leaving families fractured, children 
orphaned, and communities burdened with grief that rarely reaches public view. Its 
spread has exposed weaknesses not only in law enforcement and public health 
systems, but also in how institutions coordinate, communicate, and act with 
urgency at the local level. 

At the same time, Northern Kentucky has shown that decline is not inevitable. 
Recent reductions in overdose deaths demonstrate that when law enforcement, 
health professionals, faith institutions, and civic leaders act with clarity and 
coordination, lives can be saved. Progress is possible but only when policy is 
grounded in reality, accountable to the public, and tailored to the specific 
conditions of the communities it is meant to serve. 

This posture and framework are offered in that spirit. 

It does not treat the fentanyl crisis as a slogan, nor does it reduce human suffering 
to statistics alone. Instead, it recognizes both the necessity of firm action against 
organized criminal trafficking and the moral obligation to protect life, restore 
order, and provide credible paths to recovery for those caught in addiction. It 
affirms that public safety and human dignity are not competing values, but 
inseparable responsibilities. 

As a candidate for the Kentucky House of Representatives for District 63, I believe 
the public deserves to see not only positions, but reasoning; not only compassion, 
but strategy; and not only enforcement pledges, but clear plans that can be 



examined, debated, and improved. This document is therefore issued openly, in 
good faith, and with the expectation of public review. 

What follows is a framework, not a claim of final authority, but a structured 
approach to defending our communities along the I-71 / I-75 corridor. It is rooted 
in the realities of Northern Kentucky, informed by existing law and available data, 
and guided by the conviction that the government’s first responsibility is to protect 
the lives and lawful order that allow families and communities to flourish. 

Against this backdrop, the responsibility of local leadership is clear. Protecting 
communities along the I-71 / I-75 corridor requires more than broad concern or 
general commitment; it demands a defined approach grounded in law, data, and 
the lived realities of Northern Kentucky. 

Accordingly, the purpose of this framework is not merely to describe the scope of 
the fentanyl crisis, but to set forth a practical course of action, one that aligns 
enforcement, prevention, treatment, and accountability with the specific risks and 
responsibilities facing House District 63. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



I. Purpose 

District 63 sits at one of the most critical crossroads in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky and in the nation. 

The I-71 and I-75 corridors that run through Northern Kentucky are not merely 
highways. They are lifelines. They carry workers to their jobs, children to school, 
families to church, and goods to market. They sustain daily life and long-term 
economic vitality throughout our region and beyond. 

 
Yet these same corridors have been deliberately exploited by organized criminal 
networks trafficking fentanyl, methamphetamine, and other lethal substances into 
and through our communities. 

 
This paper exists for a single purpose: to explain, plainly and responsibly, how this 
crisis affects House District 63 and to set forth a grounded, practical approach for 
defending our communities from its most destructive effects. It is offered 
transparently, so that voters may assess not only what I believe, but how I reason, 
how I prioritize, and how I would govern if entrusted with this office. 

 
The fentanyl crisis is not a rhetorical device or a partisan talking point. It is a test of 
whether the government can still fulfill its most basic obligation: to protect life, 
preserve lawful order, and secure the conditions under which families and 
communities can flourish. 
 
What follows is structured to move deliberately from context to action. The 
sections ahead outline the scope of the fentanyl crisis in Kentucky and Northern 
Kentucky specifically, explain why the I-71/I-75 corridor presents unique 
public-safety challenges, and set forth clear policy priorities for enforcement, 
interdiction, treatment, prevention, and accountability. 

 
Each policy area is discussed in plain terms, with the intent that citizens, 
law-enforcement professionals, faith leaders, and policymakers alike can evaluate 



both the reasoning behind these proposals and the practical consequences of their 
implementation.  



II. The Scope of the Crisis 

Kentucky has lived under the weight of the overdose epidemic for more than a 
decade. Entire families and towns have been reshaped by addiction, loss, and grief. 
No region has been untouched. 

There is reason for cautious hope. In recent years, overdose deaths in Kentucky 
have declined significantly, including a roughly thirty percent reduction in 2024 
compared to the prior year. This decline did not happen by accident. It is the result 
of focused enforcement, expanded access to naloxone, improved treatment 
availability, and persistent work by first responders and community organizations. 

But progress does not mean resolution, and complacency would be dangerous. 

Fentanyl remains the central threat. It is a synthetic opioid many times more potent 
than heroin. A dose the size of a few grains of salt can be fatal. It is frequently 
mixed into counterfeit prescription pills or other drugs without the user’s 
knowledge. This makes accidental overdose far more likely, even among individuals 
who believe they are taking something “safer.” 

In Northern Kentucky, particularly Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Counties, fatal 
and non-fatal overdoses continue to occur regularly. Emergency responders 
encounter overdoses weekly, sometimes daily. Hospitals, law enforcement agencies, 
schools, and social services all bear the downstream financial, social, and moral 
costs. 

For families, this crisis is deeply personal. It means parents burying children, 
grandparents raising grandchildren, classrooms disrupted by trauma, and 
neighborhoods living under the shadow of instability.  



 III. Why the I-71 / I-75 Corridor Matters 

Drug distribution follows infrastructure. Traffickers do not choose routes at 
random; they select routes that are fast, efficient, and challenging to trace. 

The I-71 / I-75 corridor connects the Southeast to the Midwest and the Great 
Lakes region. It feeds traffic into Cincinnati, Columbus, Louisville, and beyond. 
For traffickers, this means rapid movement across jurisdictions, easy access to and 
from entry points, and proximity to both rural and urban markets. 

Northern Kentucky sits directly inside this corridor. That gives our communities 
economic advantages, and it also places them squarely in the path of trafficking 
activity. 

Law enforcement agencies across Kentucky and neighboring states have 
consistently identified interstate corridors as primary routes for fentanyl and 
methamphetamine distribution. Traffic stops and task-force operations along these 
highways have repeatedly uncovered large quantities of illegal drugs, often 
accompanied by weapons and organized criminal activity. 

The result is that corridor communities like District 63 bear a disproportionate 
share of the consequences while traffickers move on. Families live with the damage. 
Law enforcement responds to the aftermath. Taxpayers fund the response. 

Recognizing this reality is the first step toward addressing it honestly and with 
precision. 

 

 



IV. Where Kentucky Stands Today 

Kentucky has not stood still in the face of the ongoing trafficking crises, which are 
continuing not just in our district, or in our Commonwealth, but throughout the 
surrounding regions, bleeding across the entire interior of this nation. 

The General Assembly has strengthened penalties for fentanyl trafficking, reflecting 
a clear recognition that those who manufacture and distribute these substances 
inflict extraordinary harm on individuals, families, and communities. At the same 
time, partnerships between state agencies, local governments, nonprofits, and 
faith-based organizations have expanded access to naloxone, treatment programs, 
and recovery services across the Commonwealth. 

These efforts have saved lives. They have contributed directly to the recent decline 
in overdose deaths and demonstrated that coordinated action can produce 
measurable results. 

However, progress does not mean resolution, particularly for corridor 
communities like those in Northern Kentucky. 

Trafficking routes remain active, continuing to move fentanyl and 
methamphetamine through the same interstate infrastructure that supports daily 
life and regional commerce. Law enforcement agencies face persistent strain as they 
are asked to police high-volume corridors with finite personnel and resources. 
Treatment capacity, while expanded, remains uneven across regions and 
populations, leaving gaps that are felt most acutely during crises. Families 
confronting addiction often find themselves navigating complex systems under 
extreme stress, with limited guidance in moments when time and clarity matter 
most. 

These are not failures of intent. They are structural challenges that require 
targeted, corridor-specific policy responses that acknowledge the unique burdens 
borne by communities situated along major interstate routes. 

 

 



V. A Balanced Strategy for District 63 

Defending our communities requires seriousness, discipline, and balance. 

Enforcement without recovery fails. Recovery without accountability fails. 
Transparency without action fails. 

The approach outlined here is built on five integrated pillars, each addressing a 
distinct part of the fentanyl crisis while reinforcing the others. Together, they form 
a strategy rooted in public safety, human dignity, and measurable results. 

1. Targeted Interdiction Along the I-71 / I-75 Corridor 

If trafficking depends on highways, then effective disruption must begin there. 

This requires prioritizing intelligence-led interdiction along the I-71 / I-75 corridor 
rather than random or indiscriminate enforcement. Law-enforcement agencies 
must be equipped to identify trafficking patterns, share intelligence across 
jurisdictions, and intervene where the impact will be most significant. 

Effective interdiction reduces supply, disrupts organized criminal networks, and 
sends a clear signal: House District 63 is not a permissive route for traffickers. 

Equally important, a focused approach protects ordinary residents, commuters, 
and businesses by ensuring enforcement efforts are aimed at criminal activity, not 
daily life. 

2. Supporting Law Enforcement and First Responders 

Public safety depends on people willing to step forward in moments of crisis. 

Officers, deputies, EMTs, and firefighters confront fentanyl directly through 
overdose responses, violent trafficking incidents, and repeated exposure to trauma. 
Supporting those who serve is not a political posture; it is a fundamental 
obligation. 

Support means stable, predictable funding rather than short-term fixes. It means 
training in fentanyl handling and exposure prevention, ensuring naloxone is readily 



available wherever overdoses occur, and providing the protective equipment 
necessary to do the job safely. 

It also means acknowledging the mental and emotional toll of this work and 
ensuring access to peer support, counseling, and wellness resources. Communities 
remain safe when those who serve are appropriately supported, trained, and 
trusted. 

3. Treatment, Recovery, and Re-Entry That Match the Crisis 

Addiction is a chronic condition. Left unaddressed, it fuels crime, fractures 
families, and overwhelms emergency and judicial systems. 

Effective recovery requires access to treatment close to home, accountability 
structures that reinforce, not undermine healing, and long-term pathways that 
reduce relapse and recidivism. 

This includes credible recovery housing, treatment-oriented alternatives for 
non-violent offenders where appropriate, and structured re-entry support so 
individuals leaving treatment or incarceration are not returned to instability and 
desperation. 

This approach protects public safety while recognizing that recovery is one of the 
most effective tools available to reduce overdose deaths and repeat harm. 

4. Prevention and Family Stability 

The most effective intervention is the one never needed. 

Prevention begins with honest, age-appropriate education that explains the reality 
of fentanyl without glamorizing drug culture or undermining parental authority. 
Young people deserve truth, not slogans. 

Long-term prevention also depends on strong families, schools, churches, and 
community institutions that provide structure, belonging, and purpose. These 
protective factors reduce risk long before addiction takes root. 

Supporting families under strain, especially those affected by addiction, helps 
ensure children are not left to carry burdens they did not choose. 



5. Transparency and Accountability 

The public deserves to know whether strategies are working. 

Transparent reporting on overdoses, seizures, treatment outcomes, and 
enforcement results strengthens public trust and allows policy to be adjusted 
honestly. Resources must follow results, not rhetoric. 

Transparency is not about blame. It is about responsibility and the willingness to 
correct course when evidence demands it. 

 



VI. How I Will Work in Frankfort and at Home 

“Power, properly understood, exists to serve, not to rule.” 

What follows is not a list of talking points or a campaign script. It is a statement of 
formation and conviction. How a representative governs is inseparable from how 
he understands authority, responsibility, and the source of legitimate leadership. 
This section is therefore offered plainly, so voters can see not only what I would do, 
but what has shaped how I approach service, stewardship, and public trust. 

If elected to represent House District 63, I will approach this issue as a steward, not 
a performer, always mindful that authority is borrowed from the people and must 
be exercised in their interest. 

In Frankfort, that stewardship means advocating for corridor communities in 
committee rooms where priorities are set, not merely during floor debates or press 
conferences. It means studying legislation carefully, asking hard questions, and 
shaping policy that reflects the lived realities of Northern Kentucky rather than 
abstract or one-size-fits-all approaches. 

It also means building principled coalitions across party lines around public safety 
and human dignity. The fentanyl crisis is not a partisan problem, and progress 
requires cooperation among legislators, law enforcement leaders, public-health 
professionals, and local officials. Outcomes, not optics, should measure success. 

Representation, however, does not end at the Capitol. 

At home in District 63, stewardship in its fullest sense is above all presence and 
accessibility. It means remaining engaged within the trafficking corridor itself and 
working collaboratively with neighboring districts to reinforce shared objectives. In 
this sense, coordinated efforts across precincts, enforcement zones, community 
outreach initiatives, and vulnerable access points from the interstates to Route 8 
are essential to meaningful disruption and long-term stability. 

 This work depends on maintaining consistent contact with local law enforcement, 
first responders, recovery organizations, faith leaders, schools, and families 



impacted by addiction. It means listening before legislating and responding early, 
before problems escalate into crises. 

I will support open forums, attend community meetings, and maintain clear lines 
of communication so concerns can be raised honestly and addressed promptly. 
When challenges arise along the I-71/I-75 corridor, they will be treated as local 
responsibilities requiring immediate attention, not distant issues deferred for later. 

 Just as important, stewardship requires transparency. Voters should be able to see 
what legislation I support, how I vote, and why. Trust in government is not 
demanded; it is earned through openness, consistency, and results. 

Ultimately, no policy, however well designed, can succeed without the consent, 
participation, and shared responsibility of the people it is meant to serve. The 
defense of our communities cannot be delegated entirely to institutions in 
Frankfort or Washington. It must be rooted locally, sustained culturally, and 
upheld by a shared moral understanding of order, responsibility, and care for one 
another. 

For that reason, this work is not merely legislative. It is relational. It rests on an 
understanding that government exists to secure the conditions in which families, 
churches, neighborhoods, and communities can do what only they can do best. 

 A Representative, therefore, must remain embedded among the people he serves, 
not positioned above them, but accountable to them, sharing their burdens, 
recognizing their responsibilities, and reflecting to them the standards and values 
that sustain a free and ordered society under providence.  

This endures only when authority remains close to its source. Distance breeds 
abstraction; proximity restores responsibility. Furthermore, it reaffirms simple 
truths: no man is superior to another, nor does his title or resume permit him to 
treat his constituents as inferior, whether consciously or unconsciously.  

Leadership cannot be purchased, manufactured, or credentialed.  It is not earned 
by passing a class, or produced by certification, coursework, or access, but revealed 
through conviction, restraint, and a willingness to stand where others retreat. 



These qualities emerge not from advantage, but from the resolve, presence, 
perseverance, and grit that have been calloused and tested. Its refinement is forged 
first within himself, then in the world around him. It is paid in full for the failures 
and struggles that become a burden and leave you on the verge of giving up. Yet, 
instead of running from it, they hold their ground. Instead of allowing self-pity or 
validation from those around him, he heals his wounds and presses on.  

  Similarly, a representative is not elected by interest groups, lobbyists, or political 
machines that manufacture candidates who appear impressive on paper but remain 
detached from public sentiment. Sustained by connections within the same system, 
they seek to perpetuate such an arrangement, which presents a conflict of interest 
with the people a representative is sworn to serve.   

That understanding naturally leads to a broader commitment, one that extends 
beyond policy into covenant.  

Only then can leadership remain rooted, legitimate, and worthy of trust. 

 



VII. A Covenant with the People of District 63 

We cannot control every decision made in another state or another country. But we 
can control how seriously we defend our own communities, how honestly we 
govern ourselves, and how faithfully we honor our responsibilities to one another. 

The fentanyl crisis tests more than policy capacity. It tests whether we still believe 
that our neighbors’ lives matter; whether government can still fulfill its most basic 
duty to protect the conditions under which families can live in peace; and whether 
freedom remains rooted in responsibility rather than neglect. 

Northern Kentucky has already shown that focused effort can save lives. Recent 
progress proves that decline is not inevitable when leadership is serious, institutions 
are aligned, and communities are engaged. The task now is to finish the work, 
especially along the corridors that run through our district and shape our daily 
lives. 

This effort cannot be sustained by enforcement alone, nor by compassion without 
structure. It requires clarity of purpose, respect for law, accountability in action, 
and a commitment to human dignity at every stage from prevention to recovery to 
restoration. 

Strong communities are built from the ground up, not imposed from the top 
down. Families must be supported, not sidelined. Faith institutions, schools, and 
local organizations must be treated as essential partners, not incidental 
stakeholders. And the government must act as a guarantor of order and fairness, 
not a distant manager of outcomes detached from consequence. 

My commitment, therefore, is  not transactional, nor offered in slogans, but in 
principle: 

❖​ To confront traffickers with resolve and clarity 
❖​ To stand with law enforcement and first responders 
❖​ To defend children and strengthen families 
❖​ To approach addiction with truth, structure, and mercy 
❖​ To govern openly so trust can be earned, not demanded 



With faith, courage, and a shared sense of duty, District 63 can become not a route 
of destruction but a model of what determined communities can accomplish when 
leadership serves and institutions align. People take responsibility for the land and 
the neighbors entrusted to them. 

 



Closing Statement 

The fentanyl crisis is not distant, theoretical, or temporary. 

It destroys lives quietly, relentlessly, and close to home. It enters family rooms 
before it ever appears in headlines. It fractures neighborhoods long before statistics 
are compiled. And it takes thousands of lives each year, often without warning, 
often without mercy. 

That reality demands more than procedural governance. It requires moral 
seriousness. 

My understanding of leadership is rooted in accountability first to the people I 
serve and, ultimately, to the standards by which authority is rightly exercised. 
Leadership is not demonstrated by detachment, delay, or deflection. It is shown by 
clarity, restraint, courage, and a willingness to confront what is destructive, 
especially. 
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