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Part 1. Headline and Paragraphs 

What Do You See in a Selfie?   
Some see the selfie as an irritating obsession that represents smartphone-addicted 

selfishness of the millennial generation, while others consider them to be an empowering way 
to document their lives. Several researchers at the University of Washington saw selfies as the 
future of medicine. These researches created an app that could detect the early signs of 
pancreatic cancer, just by snapping a selfie.   
 Pancreatic cancer is one of the most dangerous forms of cancer, because in many cases 
it can be hard to detect. One of the early symptoms is jaundice, a yellowing of the skin and eyes 
caused by a buildup of dead red blood cells in the blood.  This can’t be seen with the naked eye 
until it has progressed, often to the point where it is too late. This app, “BiliScreen”, can detect 
tiny increases in bilirubin that humans wouldn’t be able to notice, using just a cell phone 
camera and a cheap 3-D printed box: http://ow.ly/lkZR30hcP2g  
 

The Curious Case of the Confederate Submarine  
 More than 150 years ago, the H.L. Hunley and her crew made waves by sinking the 
Union ship Housatonic, and then themselves disappearing as if they were a maritime myth. This 
was the first time a submarine had sunk an enemy warship in combat, but the submarine and 8 
crewmembers aboard were never seen again, until the year 2000, when it was dredged up from 
the ocean floor near Charleston, South Carolina. The mystery only deepened, however, as all 
the crewmembers’ skeletons were found seated at their stations, without any sign of struggle 
or attempt to escape. Now, after a century and a half, we might finally know the fate of those 
sailors, thanks to new research.  
 Duke University researchers, along with researchers from other organizations, say that 
they’ve determined that the explosion from the launching the torpedo that sunk the 
Housatonic also killed the crew of the Hunley. The researchers determined that the torpedo 
was launched only about five-and-a-half yards away from the submarine, and calculated that 
the resulting explosion created a shockwave that bent the hull of the submarine, and created a 
shockwave within the submarine itself, which likely killed the sailors: http://ow.ly/zHt630hcNJC  
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Part 2. Instagram Post   
 

(Mariakakis et al., Figure 5, Page 20:12)  
 
A young man demonstrates specially segmented glasses that could be used along with the 
“BiliScreen” app to detect jaundice, one of the early signs of pancreatic cancer. The glasses are 
colored specifically so that a selfie could identify jaundice by its iconic buildup of bilirubin, a 
pigment that makes the skin and face turn a yellow hue.  
Small increases in this pigment, which usually aren’t visible to the naked eye, can be observed 
using the app, although the University of Washington researchers who developed the app 
recommend using their 3-D printed box for the most accurate results. Access the study here: 
http://ow.ly/lkZR30hcP2g   
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