
 
MLA Citations: Notes 

 
What are MLA Citations? 
 

● MLA stands for “Modern Language Association” 
● A citation is usually used in english essay writing when either quoting or paraphrasing 

something from a written, published work. 
● Basically a reference 
● It can be in text or on a work cited page (or both!) 

 
How do you write an MLA Citation? 
 

● An in-text citation is usually after a direct quote and it will include the author’s last name 
and the page number in parentheses  

○ Example: “This would be a quote” (Johnson 54).  
○ It has to be in this format, if you make a change then it is not MLA format. 

 
What are some resources? 
MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics - the basics from owl purdue 
 
EasyBib: Free Bibliography Generator - MLA, APA, Chicago citation styles - A generator 
that will make citations for you when you enter in necessary information 
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