
 

Summary: Tips 
 

● Make sure that your summary is a SHORT RETELLING of the story not a 
word for word retelling! 

● One paragraph or 5 sentences is usually a good length for a summary. 
○ The length of your summary depends on what your teacher says. 
○ Sometimes your teacher will want a 2 sentence summary and other 

times a 1 page summary. 
○ Whatever the length is, YOU CAN DO IT! Just make sure to follow 

the step by step rules and guidelines for the best summary! 
● Try to focus on main events/characters and not small details of the story. 
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