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Advantages and disadvantages of case study method in research. Advantages and disadvantages of case method. Advantages and disadvantages of case study approach.

The case study method uses investigatory research as a way to collect data about specific demographics. This approach can apply to individuals, businesses, groups, or events. Each participant receives an equal amount of participation, offering information for collection that can then find new insights into specific trends, ideas, of hypotheses.
Interviews and research observation are the two standard methods of data collection used when following the case study method. Researchers initially developed the case study method to develop and support hypotheses in clinical medicine. The benefits found in these efforts led the approach to transition to other industries, allowing for the
examination of results through proposed decisions, processes, or outcomes. Its unique approach to information makes it possible for others to glean specific points of wisdom that encourage growth. Several case study method advantages and disadvantages can appear when researchers take this approach. List of the Advantages of the Case Study
Method 1. It requires an intensive study of a specific unit. Researchers must document verifiable data from direct observations when using the case study method. This work offers information about the input processes that go into the hypothesis under consideration. A casual approach to data-gathering work is not effective if a definitive outcome is
desired.

ADVANTAGES OF CASE STUDY
METHOD

* Pooling of the knowledge and experiences of the
aroup of people analysing the case is possible

* Develop cooperation and interpersonal skill among
participants

« Facilitates analytical and communication skills of
participants

* Team work and presentation skills are developed

Each behavior, choice, or comment is a critical component that can verify or dispute the ideas being considered. Intensive programs can require a significant amount of work for researchers, but it can also promote an improvement in the data collected.

That means a hypothesis can receive immediate verification in some situations. 2. No sampling is required when following the case study method. This research method studies social units in their entire perspective instead of pulling individual data points out to analyze them. That means there is no sampling work required when using the case study
method. The hypothesis under consideration receives support because it works to turn opinions into facts, verifying or denying the proposals that outside observers can use in the future. Although researchers might pay attention to specific incidents or outcomes based on generalized behaviors or ideas, the study itself won’t sample those situations.
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It takes a look at the “bigger vision” instead. 3. This method offers a continuous analysis of the facts. The case study method will look at the facts continuously for the social group being studied by researchers. That means there aren’t interruptions in the process that could limit the validity of the data being collected through this work. This advantage
reduces the need to use assumptions when drawing conclusions from the information, adding validity to the outcome of the study over time. That means the outcome becomes relevant to both sides of the equation as it can prove specific suppositions or invalidate a hypothesis under consideration. This advantage can lead to inefficiencies because of
the amount of data being studied by researchers. It is up to the individuals involved in the process to sort out what is useful and meaningful and what is not. 4. It is a useful approach to take when formulating a hypothesis. Researchers will use the case study method advantages to verify a hypothesis under consideration. It is not unusual for the
collected data to lead people toward the formulation of new ideas after completing this work. This process encourages further study because it allows concepts to evolve as people do in social or physical environments. That means a complete data set can be gathered based on the skills of the researcher and the honesty of the individuals involved in
the study itself. Although this approach won’t develop a societal-level evaluation of a hypothesis, it can look at how specific groups will react in various circumstances. That information can lead to a better decision-making process in the future for everyone involved. 5. It provides an increase in knowledge. The case study method provides everyone
with analytical power to increase knowledge.

This advantage is possible because it uses a variety of methodologies to collect information while evaluating a hypothesis. Researchers prefer to use direct observation and interviews to complete their work, but it can also advantage through the use of questionnaires. Participants might need to fill out a journal or diary about their experiences that can
be used to study behaviors or choices. Some researchers incorporate memory tests and experimental tasks to determine how social groups will interact or respond in specific situations. All of this data then works to verify the possibilities that a hypothesis proposes. 6. The case study method allows for comparisons. The human experience is one that is
built on individual observations from group situations. Specific demographics might think, act, or respond in particular ways to stimuli, but each person in that group will also contribute a small part to the whole. You could say that people are sponges that collect data from one another every day to create individual outcomes. The case study method
allows researchers to take the information from each demographic for comparison purposes. This information can then lead to proposals that support a hypothesis or lead to its disruption. 7. Data generalization is possible using the case study method. The case study method provides a foundation for data generalization, allowing researches to
illustrate their statistical findings in meaningful ways. It puts the information into a usable format that almost anyone can use if they have the need to evaluate the hypothesis under consideration. This process makes it easier to discover unusual features, unique outcomes, or find conclusions that wouldn’t be available without this method. It does an
excellent job of identifying specific concepts that relate to the proposed ideas that researchers were verifying through their work. Generalization does not apply to a larger population group with the case study method. What researchers can do with this information is to suggest a predictable outcome when similar groups are placed in an equal
situation. 8. It offers a comprehensive approach to research. Nothing gets ignored when using the case study method to collect information. Every person, place, or thing involved in the research receives the complete attention of those seeking data.

The interactions are equal, which means the data is comprehensive and directly reflective of the group being observed. This advantage means that there are fewer outliers to worry about when researching an idea, leading to a higher level of accuracy in the conclusions drawn by the researchers. 9. The identification of deviant cases is possible with
this method. The case study method of research makes it easier to identify deviant cases that occur in each social group. These incidents are units (people) that behave in ways that go against the hypothesis under consideration.

Instead of ignoring them like other options do when collecting data, this approach incorporates the “rogue” behavior to understand why it exists in the first place. This advantage makes the eventual data and conclusions gathered more reliable because it incorporates the “alternative opinion” that exists. One might say that the case study method
places as much emphasis on the yin as it does the yang so that the whole picture becomes available to the outside observer. 10.

Questionnaire development is possible with the case study method. Interviews and direct observation are the preferred methods of implementing the case study method because it is cheap and done remotely. The information gathered by researchers can also lead to farming questionnaires that can farm additional data from those being studied. When
all of the data resources come together, it is easier to formulate a conclusion that accurately reflects the demographics.

Case Studies: Disadvantages

Difficult to generalize

Time consuming

Can lose objectivity by getting to know the
participant too well

Difficulty in establishing case and effect
relationships

Difficult to replicate

Some people in the case study method may try to manipulate the results for personal reasons, but this advantage makes it possible to identify this information readily. Then researchers can look into the thinking that goes into the dishonest behaviors observed. List of the Disadvantages of the Case Study Method 1. The case study method offers limited
representation.

The usefulness of the case study method is limited to a specific group of representatives. Researchers are looking at a specific demographic when using this option. That means it is impossible to create any generalization that applies to the rest of society, an organization, or a larger community with this work. The findings can only apply to other
groups caught in similar circumstances with the same experiences. It is useful to use the case study method when attempting to discover the specific reasons why some people behave in a specific way. If researchers need something more generalized, then a different method must be used. 2. No classification is possible with the case study method.
This disadvantage is also due to the sample size in the case study method.
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No classification is possible because researchers are studying such a small unit, group, or demographic.

It can be an inefficient process since the skills of the researcher help to determine the quality of the data being collected to verify the validity of a hypothesis. Some participants may be unwilling to answer or participate, while others might try to guess at the outcome to support it.

Researchers can get trapped in a place where they explore more tangents than the actual hypothesis with this option. Classification can occur within the units being studied, but this data cannot extrapolate to other demographics. 3. The case study method still offers the possibility of errors. Each person has an unconscious bias that influences their
behaviors and choices. The case study method can find outliers that oppose a hypothesis fairly easily thanks to its emphasis on finding facts, but it is up to the researchers to determine what information qualifies for this designation. If the results from the case study method are surprising or go against the opinion of participating individuals, then
there is still the possibility that the information will not be 100% accurate. Researchers must have controls in place that dictate how data gathering work occurs. Without this limitation in place, the results of the study cannot be guaranteed because of the presence of bias. 4. It is a subjective method to use for research. Although the purpose of the
case study method of research is to gather facts, the foundation of what gets gathered is still based on opinion. It uses the subjective method instead of the objective one when evaluating data, which means there can be another layer of errors in the information to consider. Imagine that a researcher interprets someone’s response as “angry” when
performing direct observation, but the individual was feeling “shame” because of a decision they made. The difference between those two emotions is profound, and it could lead to information disruptions that could be problematic to the eventual work of hypothesis verification. 5. The processes required by the case study method are not useful for
everyone. The case study method uses a person’s memories, explanations, and records from photographs and diaries to identify interactions on influences on psychological processes.

People are given the chance to describe what happens in the world around them as a way for researchers to gather data. This process can be an advantage in some industries, but it can also be a worthless approach to some groups. If the social group under study doesn’t have the information, knowledge, or wisdom to provide meaningful data, then
the processes are no longer useful. Researchers must weigh the advantages and disadvantages of the case study method before starting their work to determine if the possibility of value exists. If it does not, then a different method may be necessary. 6. It is possible for bias to form in the data. It’s not just an unconscious bias that can form in the data
when using the case study method. The narrow study approach can lead to outright discrimination in the data. Researchers can decide to ignore outliers or any other information that doesn’t support their hypothesis when using this method. The subjective nature of this approach makes it difficult to challenge the conclusions that get drawn from this
work, and the limited pool of units (people) means that duplication is almost impossible. That means unethical people can manipulate the results gathered by the case study method to their own advantage without much accountability in the process. 7. This method has no fixed limits to it. This method of research is highly dependent on situational
circumstances rather than overarching societal or corporate truths. That means the researcher has no fixed limits of investigation. Even when controls are in place to limit bias or recommend specific activities, the case study method has enough flexibility built into its structures to allow for additional exploration. That means it is possible for this work
to continue indefinitely, gathering data that never becomes useful. Scientists began to track the health of 268 sophomores at Harvard in 1938. The Great Depression was in its final years at that point, so the study hoped to reveal clues that lead to happy and healthy lives. It continues still today, now incorporating the children of the original
participants, providing over 80 years of information to sort through for conclusions. 8. The case study method is time-consuming and expensive.



The case study method can be affordable in some situations, but the lack of fixed limits and the ability to pursue tangents can make it a costly process in most situations. It takes time to gather the data in the first place, and then researchers must interpret the information received so that they can use it for hypothesis evaluation. There are other
methods of data collection that can be less expensive and provide results faster. That doesn’t mean the case study method is useless. The individualization of results can help the decision-making process advance in a variety of industries successfully. It just takes more time to reach the appropriate conclusion, and that might be a resource that isn’t
available. Conclusion The advantages and disadvantages of the case study method suggest that the helpfulness of this research option depends on the specific hypothesis under consideration. When researchers have the correct skills and mindset to gather data accurately, then it can lead to supportive data that can verify ideas with tremendous
accuracy.

This research method can also be used unethically to produce specific results that can be difficult to challenge. When bias enters into the structure of the case study method, the processes become inefficient, inaccurate, and harmful to the hypothesis. That’s why great care must be taken when designing a study with this approach. It might be a labor-
intensive way to develop conclusions, but the outcomes are often worth the investments needed. About the Author Brandon Miller has a B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin. He is a seasoned writer who has written over one hundred articles, which have been read by over 500,000 people. If you have any comments or concerns about this blog
post, then please contact the Green Garage team here.



