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The	guppy	is	a	freshwater	fish	belonging	to	the	Poeciliidae	family.	

The	guppy’s	beautiful,	flowing	fins	and	colorful	body	make	this	fish	a	popular	choice	amongst	aquarists.Guppies	are	some	of	the	most	commonly	available	tropical	aquarium	fish.	They	are	shy,	peaceful	fish	that	are	adaptable,	low-cost,	and	easy	to	care	for,	making	them	good	introductory	fish	for	beginner	aquarists.TABLE	OF	CONTENTSScientific
name:Poecilia	reticulataCommon	namesGuppy,	millionfish,	rainbow	fishDistribution:Suriname,	Antigua,	Trinidad,	Barbados,	Guyana,	Venezuela,	and	TobagoSize:0.6–2.4	inchesLife	expectancy:Up	to	2	yearsColor:A	variety	of	colors	including	yellow,	orange,	blue,	black,	red,	green,	yellow,	and	pinkDiet:OmnivoreTemperament:PeacefulMinimum	tank
size:5	gallonsTemperature:74–82°F	(23–28°C)pH:6.8–7.6Hardness:8–12	dGHCare	level:EasyBreeding:LivebearingOriginGuppies	are	native	to	parts	of	South	America,	including	Suriname,	Antigua,	Trinidad,	Barbados,	Guyana,	Venezuela,	and	Tobago.	They	have	been	introduced	to	regions	beyond	South	America	and	are	now	widely	distributed	across
the	world.AdvertisementsIn	the	wild,	guppies	live	in	large	schools	to	protect	themselves	from	predators	like	large	fish	and	birds.	Although	guppies	prefer	freshwater	habitats,	the	fish	are	highly	adaptable	and	can	survive	in	brackish	environments	too.Adult	Size	&	LifespanFully-grown	guppies	are	around	two	inches	long	on	average.	Female	guppies
grow	to	twice	the	size	of	male	guppies.	Males	grow	to	about	1	⅛	inches	long,	and	females	grow	up	to	2	⅛	inches	in	length.Male	and	female	guppies	have	a	lifespan	of	up	to	two	years	in	the	wild	and	in	captivity.	In	the	ideal	tank	environment,	guppies	can	live	longer	than	wild	guppies	because	guppies	in	the	wild	are	exposed	to	more
predators.AdvertisementsAvailabilityGuppies	are	popular	aquarium	fish	and	are	widely	available	in	pet	stores	and	online.	Individually,	guppies	cost	between	$4	and	$25,	depending	on	the	rarity	and	uniqueness	of	the	fish.	You	should	buy	guppies	in	groups	of	at	least	three,	bringing	the	total	cost	up	to	$12–$75.You	can	find	a	range	of	guppies,	including
black	guppies,	red	fire	guppies,	kohaku	guppies,	and	lemon	cobra	guppies,	available	at	LiveAquaria.Imperial	Tropicals	also	sells	a	variety	of	guppies	including	red	blonde	guppies,	yellow	tail	tuxedo	guppies,	and	cobra	guppies.Appearance	&	BehaviorGuppies	are	calm,	laid-back	fish	with	no	aggressive	or	territorial	tendencies.	They	are	recognizable
due	to	their	small,	slim	bodies.	Different	sub-species	of	guppies	have	their	own	unique	colors,	markings,	and	tail	types.Colors,	Patterns,	Fins,	and	Sex	DifferencesGuppies	are	available	in	a	variety	of	colors	and	patterns,	with	different	tail	lengths	and	styles.	They	can	be	categorized	according	to	tail	type,	color,	and	eye	color.Some	of	the	common	types
of	guppy	tails	are	fantails,	flag	tails,	round	tails,	spire	tails,	and	veil	tails.	Some	guppies	have	long,	flowing	tails,	and	others	have	short,	flat	tails.Most	guppies	are	two-toned	or	three-toned,	with	colors	including	red,	orange,	black,	yellow,	green,	pink,	purple,	silver,	and	blue.	Spots	and	stripes	are	patterns	that	can	be	found	on	the	body,	fins,	and	tail	of
the	guppy	fish.The	biggest	difference	between	male	and	female	guppies	is	size:	females	are	about	an	inch	bigger	than	males	when	fully	grown.	Males	are	more	slender	than	females,	and	male	guppies	are	more	colorful	than	females.Guppies	become	pale	in	color	when	they	are	stressed.	When	breeding,	female	guppies	become	rounder	and	paler	than
normal.	Male	guppies	become	brighter	than	usual	when	looking	for	a	mate.AdvertisementsTypical	BehaviorGuppies	are	peaceful	fish	that	enjoy	the	safety	and	social	aspect	of	swimming	in	groups.	They	are	fast,	active	swimmers,	and	they	spend	most	of	their	time	exploring	and	chasing	one	another.	Male	guppies	enjoy	showing	off	to	the
females.Aggressiveness	is	an	uncommon	guppy	trait,	but	guppies	can	assert	their	dominance	by	bullying	and	fighting	with	other	fish	during	feeding	or	if	the	tank	is	too	small.Guppies	swim	in	all	parts	of	the	tank,	but	the	fish	prefer	to	spend	most	of	their	time	at	the	top,	near	the	surface	of	the	water.	Although	guppies	enjoy	swimming	in	the	open,	the
fish	hide	in	caves	and	behind	plants	when	they’re	playing	or	when	they	feel	threatened.Guppies	sleep	when	it’s	dark	and	they’re	most	active	and	prefer	to	eat	during	daylight	hours.AdvertisementsGuppy	Fish	Care	&	Tank	RequirementsEstablishing	a	tank	for	guppies	is	easy.	Guppies	thrive	in	warm	freshwater	environments,	and	you	should	replicate
this	in	captivity.They	eat	a	varied	diet	in	the	wild	and	require	a	similar	combination	of	proteins	and	plant	foods	in	a	home	aquarium.Habitat	and	Tank	RequirementsThe	natural	habitat	of	guppies	varies	widely.	Guppies	are	found	in	streams,	ponds,	small	pools	of	water,	and	brackish	ecosystems.	They	are	versatile	fish	—	but	in	captivity,	the	fish	prefer
clean	freshwater	tank	environments.In	order	to	provide	a	suitable	habitat	for	your	guppies	in	captivity,	make	sure	the	water	parameters	are	correct	and	that	the	tank	is	cycled	properly.	Use	plants	and	tank	decorations	to	replicate	the	underwater	rockery	and	greenery	of	the	fish’s	natural	environment.AdvertisementsLive	plants	like	Java	moss,	flame
moss,	and	wisteria	offer	coverage	for	guppies	and	keep	the	water	clean	by	accelerating	the	nitrogen	cycle.	
Guppies	like	to	play	and	hide	amongst	pebbles	and	caves,	and	caves	provide	private	space	for	guppies	to	mate.Use	sandy	or	rocky	substrates	to	match	the	riverbeds	and	bottom	surface	of	the	ponds	that	guppies	occupy	in	the	wild.	A	specialized	substrate	isn’t	important	for	guppies	because	the	fish	rarely	spend	time	at	the	bottom	of	the	tank.Tank
ConditionsThe	desired	tank	conditions	for	guppies	are	listed	below:Water	type:Hard,	freshwaterTank	size:Minimum	5	gallons,	plus	1	gallon	of	water	for	every	additional	adult	guppyWater	temperature:74–82ºFSubstrate:Sand,	rocks,	vegetationTank	setup:Plants,	caves,	decorationsAcidity:6.8–7.6	pHWater	hardness:12–18	dkHFilter:Not	essential,	but
can	be	used	to	maintain	water	qualityBubbler:Yes,	to	aerate	the	waterLighting:Not	necessary	unless	the	aquarium	is	heavily	planted	or	doesn’t	have	access	to	natural	daylightWater	heater:Yes,	to	prevent	temperature	fluctuations	and	maintain	the	ideal	temperature	rangeGuppies	are	hardier	than	most	other	fish,	but	you	should	still	maintain
consistent	tank	conditions	to	reduce	the	potential	for	disease	and	stress.AdvertisementsThese	fish	thrive	in	a	tank	setup	including	water	parameters	that	mimic	their	natural	environment.DiseaseThere	are	several	diseases	that	guppies	are	prone	to	in	captivity:Protozoan	DiseaseProtozoan	disease	is	often	referred	to	as	“guppy	disease”	because	the
disease	is	common	amongst	guppies.	

The	disease	is	caused	by	a	protozoan	parasite	called	Tetrahymena	sp.	and	usually	occurs	when	the	water	quality	is	poor	or	the	water	isn’t	warm	enough.Symptoms	of	protozoan	disease	include	loss	of	appetite,	problems	breathing,	and	excess	slime.	Treat	the	disease	by	improving	water	conditions	and	making	sure	water	temperatures	are	within	the
74–82ºF	range.AdvertisementsIchIch	is	a	classic	aquarium	disease	that	affects	all	freshwater	fish,	including	guppies.	A	guppy	with	ich	will	have	white	spots	on	its	body	and	will	rub	its	body	against	rough	surfaces	in	the	tank.Ich	is	caused	by	a	parasite	called	Ichthyophthirius	multifiliis	and	can	be	treated	by	quarantining	the	affected	fish	and	increasing
water	temperature	by	two	degrees,	which	speeds	up	the	parasite’s	life	cycle.	Dissolving	one	tablespoon	of	salt	in	every	five	gallons	of	the	fish’s	tank	water	also	treats	ich.Fin	Rot	and	Tail	RotGuppies	with	long,	flowing	fins	are	prone	to	fin	rot	and	tail	rot.	
This	bacterial	infection	is	caused	by	stress,	overcrowding,	and	inconsistent	water	parameters.Symptoms	of	fin	rot	include	discolored	or	milky-colored,	and	ragged,	frayed,	shortening	fins.	Treat	fin	rot	and	tail	rot	by	carrying	out	a	full	water	change	and	using	antibiotics	recommended	by	your	veterinarian.Tank	MatesGuppies	are	friendly	fish	that	get
along	with	most	other	fish	species.	However,	the	guppy’s	small	size	makes	the	fish	a	target	for	aggressive	fish	and	a	food	source	for	large	fish.Keep	guppies	in	a	tank	with	other	small,	peaceful	fish.	Guppies	swim	near	the	top	of	the	tank,	so	you	should	choose	tank	mates	that	swim	in	the	middle	and	the	bottom	of	the	tank	so	that	the	fish	don’t	get	in
each	other’s	way.Great	tank	mates	for	guppies	include:Non-fish	tank	mates	for	guppies	include:Guppies	enjoy	one	another’s	company	and	prefer	to	be	housed	in	groups	of	at	least	three,	so	you	should	make	sure	you	have	enough	guppies	in	your	tank	before	buying	other	fish.Diet	and	FeedingIn	the	wild,	guppies	eat	a	varied	diet	of	algae,	invertebrates,
insect	larvae,	and	mineral	particles,	depending	on	food	availability	in	the	fish’s	habitat.AdvertisementsFeed	guppies	a	varied	diet	in	the	aquarium	similar	to	their	diet	in	the	wild.	A	combination	of	algae	wafers,	high-quality	fish	flakes,	and	frozen	foods	like	bloodworms	will	ensure	that	guppies	obtain	a	wide	variety	of	nutrients,	and	have	a	low	risk	of
deficiencies.Feed	baby	guppies	crumbled	fish	flakes	and	boiled	egg	yolk.Set	a	twice-daily	feeding	schedule	for	your	guppies,	feeding	the	fish	only	as	much	food	as	they	can	eat	within	two	minutes.	
Remove	uneaten	food	to	maintain	good-quality	water.BreedingGuppies	are	some	of	the	easiest-to-breed	aquarium	fish,	and	many	guppies	breed	without	prompting	from	their	owners.	Guppies	are	ovoviviparous,	meaning	that	the	females	develop	eggs	inside	their	bodies,	then	release	the	eggs	in	time	for	hatching.To	breed	guppies,	follow	these
steps:AdvertisementsSelect	a	healthy	male	guppy	and	up	to	three	healthy	females.	Breeding	is	less	stressful	for	the	females	when	the	male’s	attention	is	divided	between	the	three.Set	up	a	10-gallon	breeding	tank	and	install	a	gentle	filter,	low-floating	plants	for	the	fry,	and	caves	for	the	guppies	to	breed.	Set	the	water	temperature	to	about	79ºF.Place
the	guppies	in	the	breeding	tank	and	wait	for	the	fish	to	breed.	The	male	will	breed	with	one	or	several	of	the	females	multiple	times	to	ensure	fertilization.When	you	notice	a	dark	mark	on	a	female	guppy’s	abdomen,	it	means	she	is	pregnant.	Check	the	females	to	see	how	many	of	the	fish	are	pregnant,	then	remove	the	male	and	any	non-pregnant
females	and	return	them	to	the	home	tank.Wait	for	between	26	and	31	days	for	the	gestation	period.	Feed	the	pregnant	females	three	to	five	small,	highly-nutritious	meals	per	day.Female	guppies	hide	and	shiver	when	they’re	about	to	give	birth.	Monitor	the	females	during	the	birthing	process	and	return	the	females	to	the	home	tank	afterward	to
prevent	them	from	eating	the	fry.Feed	the	fry	powdered	fish	flakes	and	brine	shrimp	and	change	40%	of	the	tank’s	water	every	three	days	until	the	fry	are	old	enough	to	join	a	regular	tank,	or	are	at	least	six	weeks	old.Should	You	Get	Guppies	for	Your	Aquarium?If	you’re	a	beginner	aquarist	or	you’re	looking	for	beautiful,	peaceful	fish	for	your	tank,
you	should	consider	getting	guppies.	However,	guppies	aren’t	suitable	for	tanks	with	large	or	aggressive	fish	because	the	guppies	could	be	bullied,	injured,	or	eaten	by	these	fish.Guppies	are	easy	to	take	care	of	and	come	in	a	range	of	brilliant	colors.	A	school	of	guppies	is	a	mesmerizing	addition	to	a	home	aquarium.Guppy	Fish	FAQs	Guppies	are	one
of	those	fish	species	that	are	instantly	recognizable	to	just	about	everyone.	

Although	they	have	been	a	staple	in	the	aquarium	hobby	for	over	a	century,	many	fish	keepers	don’t	realize	just	how	many	types	of	guppies	there	are.	
That’s	why	I’ve	written	this	article	to	introduce	21	of	the	best	types	of	guppies	in	the	hobby.	If	you’re	interested	in	keeping	and	breeding	fancy	guppies,	make	sure	to	read	until	the	end	to	learn	everything	you	need	to	know	to	get	started.	Let’s	get	excited	about	guppies	again!	What	Is	a	Guppy	Fish?	Guppies	are	small	fresh	and	brackish	water	fish	from
the	Poeciliidae	family.	There	are	many	popular	aquarium	fish	in	this	group,	including	mollies,	plays,	and	swordtails.	They	are	livebearers,	which	means	they	do	not	lay	eggs	but	rather	give	birth	to	live	free-swimming	fry.	Here	is	a	YouTube	from	my	YouTube	channel	to	get	you	started.	I’ll	go	into	more	in	detail	in	this	post.	If	you	like	videos	like	this,
please	make	sure	to	like	and	subscribe!	Read	on	to	learn	all	about	guppies,	their	care,	and	the	different	types	that	you	can	keep	and	breed!	What	Makes	Them	Such	Great	Pets?	Guppies	are	probably	the	best	beginners	fish	in	the	hobby,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	they	aren’t	excellent	for	experienced	fishkeepers	too.	Guppies	are:	Very	affordableHighly
attractiveEasy	to	care	forEasy	to	breedActive	and	fascinating	to	watch	Guppies	seem	to	have	it	all!	In	Their	Natural	Habitat	Guppies	are	adaptable	to	a	variety	of	natural	habitats	in	their	native	distribution.	They	prefer	slow-moving	or	still	waters	and	are	most	at	home	in	pools	of	streams	and	rivers	or	ponds	and	swamps.	These	fish	are	mostly	found	in
freshwater	although	they	have	been	recorded	in	brackish	water	too.	Guppy	fish	have	also	established	populations	all	over	the	world	after	being	released	into	the	wild	to	control	mosquito	larvae.	They	also	populate	local	waterways	when	they	are	released	from	fish	tanks	or	escape	from	ponds.	Who	knows,	there	could	even	be	some	wild	guppies	near
your	home!	The	History	Of	Guppy	Keeping	The	guppy	was	first	sent	to	Europe	from	the	Caribbean	island	of	Trinidad.	The	name	of	the	man	responsible	for	introducing	this	fish	to	the	hobby	was	Robert	John	Lechmere	Guppy,	and	the	year	was	1866.	The	fish	was	officially	named	Giradinus	guppyi1.	He	was	not	the	first	European	to	discover	the	fish,
however,	that	honor	goes	to	a	German	man	named	Julius	Gollmer	who	found	these	fish	in	the	wild	many	years	before.	
Guppies	have	been	kept	for	over	150	years,	and	they	are	just	as	popular	as	ever!	The	International	Guppy	Associations	Fancy	guppies	are	bred	and	kept	all	over	the	world.	International	associations	have	been	created	to	bring	hobbyists	together	and	attempt	to	standardize	the	hobby.	The	International	Fancy	Guppy	Association	(IGFA)	is	one	of	the	best
examples.	



IGFA	was	founded	in	1965	and	has	developed	show	standards	for	the	various	breeds	of	fancy	guppy.	They	are	also	a	great	resource	for	keepers	who	would	like	to	learn	more	about	the	fascinating	world	of	guppy	breeding.	The	IKGH	is	another	very	important	international	association	that	was	formed	in	1981.	They	have	been	active	in	the	guppy
breeding	hobby	ever	since,	holding	regular	shows	and	competitions	all	over	the	world.	3	Types	by	Species	There	are	many	wild	guppy	fish	species,	but	the	three	most	commonly	kept	types	are	listed	below.	1.	
Micropoecilia	picta	Common	name:	Scarlet	livebearer,	swamp	guppy,	painted	guppyAdult	size:	1.2	inchesOrigin:	South	America,	CaribbeanTemperament:	PeacefulWater	type:	Fresh/brackishMinimum	tank	size:	15	gallons	The	scarlet	livebearer	is	a	brackish	water	species	that	is	found	in	the	Caribbean	and	Countries	like	Brazil	and	Guyana.	They	are
also	known	as	swamp	guppies	or	painted	guppies.	They	have	red	or	orange	overall	color	but	are	also	boldly	marked	with	various	other	colors.	Females	swamp	guppies	are	larger	than	males.	They	are	a	hard	water	species	and	they	are	at	home	in	slightly	brackish	water.	
2.	Poecilia	wingei	Common	name:	Endler’s	livebearer,	Endler’s	guppySize:	1-1.8	inchesOrigin:	VenezuelaTemperament:	PeacefulWater	type:	Fresh/brackishMinimum	tank	size:	10	gallons	Endler’s	livebearer	is	an	awesome	nano	guppy	species	from	Venezuela	in	South	America.	
Endler	guppies	reach	a	maximum	size	of	about	1.8	inches.	The	males	are	much	smaller	and	more	colorful	than	the	females.	3.	Poecilia	reticulata	Common	name:	Common	guppy,	fancy	guppySize:	1.5-2.5	inchesOrigin:	South	America,	CaribbeanTemperament:	PeacefulWater	type:	Fresh/brackishMinimum	tank	size:	10	gallons	The	common	guppy	is	one
of	the	most	popular	aquarium	fish	on	the	planet.	These	fish	are	available	in	a	huge	variety	of	breeds	known	as	fancy	guppies.	They	are	native	to	the	northeastern	parts	of	South	America	and	the	Caribbean	islands.	

They	grow	to	about	2.5	inches	in	length,	with	females	growing	larger	than	males.	21	Types	by	Variety	Now	that	you	know	a	little	more	about	guppies	and	their	history,	it’s	time	to	learn	about	some	of	the	amazing	fancy	guppy	varieties	out	there	in	the	hobby.	I’ll	provide	a	brief	explanation	of	the	most	important	features	of	each	type.	Before	we	get
started,	here	are	a	few	important	terms	to	know:	Dorsal	fin:	The	fin	on	the	back	of	a	fish.	The	shape	and	length	of	this	fin	are	important	for	identifying	many	of	the	fancy	guppy	breeds.Pectoral	fin:	The	pectoral	fin	is	located	on	the	side	of	a	fish’s	body,	just	behind	its	head.	There	is	a	pectoral	fin	on	either	side	of	the	body.Caudal	fin:	Caudal	fin	is	the
technical	name	for	a	fish’s	tailfin.	Tail	shape	and	tail	patterns	vary	pretty	extensively	between	the	different	guppy	types.	Now	that	we’re	all	up	to	speed	on	the	fancy	fishy	words,	let’s	jump	right	in	and	meet	some	fancy	guppies!	1.	Fantail	The	fantail	guppy	is	a	very	common	breed	that	is	easy	to	find.	
The	males	have	large,	beautiful	caudal	fins	that	are	about	as	long	as	the	fish’s	body!	The	standard	for	the	breed	is	a	long,	triangular	tail	with	straight	edges.	
The	dorsal	fin	is	also	a	distinctive	feature	of	this	breed.	It	should	sweep	back	to	about	the	first	third	of	the	tail.	2.	Delta	Tail	The	delta	tail	guppy	(video	source)	is	also	known	as	the	triangle	tail	guppy.	They	are	very	similar	to	the	fantail	guppies	but	the	outer	edge	of	their	tail	is	slightly	convex	(rounded	outwards).	Delta	tail	guppies	come	in	all	sorts	of
different	colors	and	patterns.	3.	Lyretail	Lyretail	guppies	have	very	interesting	tail	shapes.	In	case	you	were	wondering,	a	lyre	is	an	ancient	U-shaped	musical	instrument,	and	that’s	where	these	fish	get	their	name.	This	tail	shape	is	similar	to	the	double	swordtail,	but	the	extensions	curve	outwards	slightly,	instead	of	being	straight	and	parallel.	4.	
Roundtail	Round	tail	guppies	(video	source)	have	a	circular	tail	fin	with	a	diameter	about	half	the	length	of	their	body.	Their	dorsal	fin	is	pretty	long	and	has	a	rounded	end.	The	round	tail	guppy	breed	is	available	in	a	huge	range	of	different	colors	and	patterns,	so	there’s	a	round	tail	to	suit	any	fishkeeper’s	eye!	5.	Half-moon	Tail	The	half-moon	tail
guppy	(video	source)	is	similar	to	the	round	tail	but	has	a	larger,	fuller	caudal	fin.	The	tail	is	semicircular,	starting	at	90	degrees	(right	angles)	to	the	fish’s	body.	The	tail	is	not	quite	as	long	as	the	body	but	can	be	even	taller	than	the	fish	is	long!	The	dorsal	fin	on	halfmoon	tail	guppies	is	also	large	and	overlaps	the	tail	a	little.	6.	Spear	Tail	The	spear
tail	guppy	is	another	interesting	fancy	guppy	breed.	These	fish	have	rounded	tails	that	form	a	point	in	the	middle,	just	like	a	spear	tip.	The	dorsal	fin	shape	of	this	breed	is	also	a	great	feature.	It	starts	at	nearly	90	degrees	to	the	body	and	sweeps	back	to	about	a	third	of	the	length	of	the	tail	fin.	7.	Pin	Tail	The	pintail	or	needle	tail	guppy	(video	source)
has	a	small	circular	tail	shape	with	a	sharp	point	extending	from	the	middle.	It	is	very	similar	to	the	spear	tail	guppy	in	this	respect,	but	the	pointed	caudal	fin	is	even	more	prominent	in	this	breed.	The	dorsal	fin	is	also	quite	long	and	sharply	pointed,	creating	a	bold	and	dramatic-looking	fancy	guppy.	8.	Tuxedo	Tuxedo	guppies	(video	source)	are	very
elegant	little	fish,	just	as	their	name	suggests!	This	popular	breed	was	first	developed	in	Germany.	The	tail	half	of	their	body	is	black	or	another	solid	color.	The	tail	and	dorsal	fin	will	also	be	a	different	color	to	the	dark	half	of	the	body,	but	without	any	spots	or	patterning.	9.	Sword	Tail	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by
@goldenstandardguppy	There	are	a	few	different	varieties	of	the	swordtail	fancy	guppy	breed.	The	swordtail	breed	of	the	fancy	guppy	should	not	be	confused	with	the	swordtail	fish	(Xiphophorus	hellerii)	which	grows	much	larger.	Double	swordtail	guppies	have	both	the	top	and	bottom	of	their	tail	fins	elongated	to	form	a	sword	shape.	They	can	also
be	found	in	top	or	bottom	swordtail	forms	where	only	one	end	of	the	tail	is	pointed.	The	middle	section	of	the	tail	should	not	be	colored,	and	this	really	makes	the	‘swords’	stand	out.	10.	Cobra	Cobra	guppies	come	in	a	variety	of	colors,	but	it	is	their	markings	that	set	them	apart.	These	amazing	fancy	guppies	have	a	combination	of	reticulated	markings
and	often	have	darker	vertical	bars	too.	
The	markings	on	their	tails	are	often	bolder	than	those	on	their	bodies.	11.	Lace	Lace	guppies	have	incredibly	intricate	markings	on	their	body	and	fins.	They	are	similar	to	cobra	guppies	but	lack	the	vertical	bars	on	their	body.	Lace	guppies	are	available	in	various	colors,	including	red,	gold,	black,	and	many	others.	12.	Mosaic	Tail	Mosaic	tail	guppies
have	amazing	markings	on	their	tails	and	dorsal	fins.	The	markings	are	similar	to	those	of	the	lace	guppy,	only	much	bolder.	The	tail	coloration	of	this	breed	becomes	darker	and	more	intense	from	the	start	of	the	fin	to	the	back.	13.	Albino	Albino	guppies	lack	pigment,	which	makes	them	pinkish-white	overall.	This	makes	for	a	tropical	fish	that	really
stands	out	in	the	aquarium.	Their	eyes	are	also	a	pinkish	color,	which	differentiates	them	from	other	white	guppies.	Albino	guppies	can	have	some	color	though,	they	often	show	some	red,	yellow,	or	blue	markings	on	their	bodies	and	fins.	14.	Japanese	Blue	Japanese	blue	guppies	(video	source)	have	a	metallic	dark	blue	to	sky	blue	color	on	the	tail	half
of	their	bodies.	The	head	is	often	golden	or	reddish	in	this	breed.	The	Japanese	blue	swordtail	guppy	is	a	particularly	popular	tail	shape	form	of	this	breed.	15.	Green	Green	guppies	are	one	of	the	best	color	schemes	if	you	ask	me.	They	are	considered	relatively	rare,	but	available	in	many	different	patterns	and	tail	shape	types.	16.	Yellow	Yellow	(video
source)	is	a	very	cheerful	color,	and	a	bunch	of	sunshine-colored	guppies	can	make	for	a	great	display.	Yellow	guppies	are	available	in	various	breeds	including	yellow	tuxedos,	and	yellow	cobra	guppies.	17.	
Half	Black	Green	The	half-black	green	guppy	has	a	black	back	half	of	its	body	and	a	green	front.	There	are	many	different	half-black	color	combinations,	but	green	is	one	of	the	rarest	forms.	18.	Koi	This	fancy	guppy	fish	breed	is	named	after	another	popular	fish.	Like	their	larger	namesake,	koi	guppies	usually	have	a	combination	of	white,	red,	and
black	colors.	19.	Panda	The	panda	guppy	(video	source)	is	mostly	black/blue	and	white	in	color.	
The	tail	half	of	the	fish	tends	to	be	dark	while	the	front	half	is	a	silvery	color.	These	fish	have	dark	pectoral	fins	and	dark	eyes	too.	20.	Dragon	View	this	post	on	Instagram	A	post	shared	by	Abqary’s	Guppy	(@abqarysguppy)	Dragon	guppies	have	one	of	the	most	dramatic	color	schemes	of	all	the	breeds.	These	fish	are	known	for	their	fiery	red	fins	with
a	half-black	guppy	body.	21.	Dumbo	Ear	Dumbo	ear	guppies	(video	source)	have	huge	pectoral	fins	that	look	almost	like	the	ears	of	an	elephant!	Even	though	their	name	sounds	kind	of	goofy,	these	fish	take	finnage	to	the	extreme	and	they	are	incredibly	graceful	and	beautiful	to	watch.	Other	Notable	Types	Just	in	case	you’re	interested	in	even	more
types	of	guppies,	here’s	a	list	of	some	other	popular	types	that	you	can	look	for!	Color	types	Half	black	purple	guppyHalf	black	blue	guppyHalf	black	yellow	guppyHalf	black	pastel	guppyBlue	guppyRed	guppyblack	guppyNeon	blue	guppyPurple	guppyBronze	guppyGlass	guppies	Tail	types	Flag	tail	guppyFire	tail	guppyLeopard	tail	guppyGrass	tail
guppy	Keeping	and	Caring	After	looking	at	all	the	amazing	types	of	guppies	in	this	article,	you	might	have	already	chosen	a	favorite	and	be	thinking	of	adding	them	to	your	collection.	Read	this	section	to	learn	the	basics	of	caring	for	these	fantastic	fish!	Tank	Setup	Guppies	can	be	kept	in	a	tank	as	small	as	10	gallons.	Such	a	small	tank	would	only	be
appropriate	for	a	small	group	of	male	fish,	however.	The	last	thing	you	want	is	for	these	fish	to	start	breeding	and	overpopulating	a	small	tank,	so	I	would	suggest	going	up	to	a	20-gallon	or	larger	if	you	plan	on	keeping	a	mixed	group.	Filtration	Adequate	filtration	is	really	important	for	keeping	tropical	fish	healthy,	and	guppies	are	no	exception.	
There	are	many	makes	and	models	available,	and	any	type	that	is	rated	for	your	aquarium	size	or	larger	will	do.	You	don’t	need	the	most	expensive	filter	to	maintain	healthy	guppies,	but	I	would	recommend	running	a	slightly	oversized	model.	An	even	better	choice	is	to	run	two	filters.	Not	only	will	this	provide	you	with	a	safety	net	should	one	fail,	but
it	will	also	allow	for	the	increased	bioload	once	your	fish	begin	breeding.	A	power	filter	is	the	best	combo	of	filtration	capacity	and	budget	when	it	comes	to	guppies.	Heating	Guppies	are	hardy	fish	that	are	comfortable	in	temperatures	down	to	the	lower	70s	(Fahrenheit).	Pregnant	female	guppies	have	been	reported	to	be	more	susceptible	to	ich	at
lower	temperatures,	however,	so	maintaining	breeding	fish	at	78-80°F	is	advised.	Using	an	aquarium	heater	will	make	this	much	easier!	Lighting	Guppies	do	not	have	any	special	lighting	needs.	Standard	fluorescent	or	LED	lighting	will	suit	them	just	fine.	You	will	only	need	to	look	into	high-quality	lighting	if	you	wish	to	grow	a	lot	of	live	plants.
Provide	your	guppies	with	a	regular	light	period	of	6	to	8	hours	a	day.	Using	a	timer	will	make	keeping	regular	timing	much	easier.	Live	Plants	Guppies	thrive	in	planted	aquariums	and	the	cover	that	plants	create	provides	a	great	place	for	guppy	fry	to	hang	out.	Plants	are	also	very	useful	for	increasing	oxygen	levels	and	taking	up	nitrates	from	the
water	column.	Although	guppies	will	nip	at	decaying	plant	material	and	eat	microorganisms	from	your	plants,	they	generally	do	not	damage	live	plants.	Guppies	prefer	hard,	alkaline	water,	so	your	choice	of	plants	is	slightly	more	limited.	Here	are	a	few	easy	plants	that	you	can	grow	in	your	aquarium:	Water	wisteriaJava	mossJava	fernAmazon	frogbit
Decor	Guppies	are	not	fussy	when	it	comes	to	ornaments	and	decorations.	They	are	confident	and	active	little	fish	that	do	not	hide	out	too	much.	Choose	your	decorations	based	on	the	style	or	theme	of	the	aquarium	you	are	putting	together,	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	use	your	creativity!	Remember	though,	only	use	aquarium-safe	decorations	and	make
sure	you	wash	them	carefully	before	adding	them	to	the	tank.	How	To	Care	Guppies	are	very	easy	fish	to	care	for,	but	there	are	still	some	important	things	you	should	know	before	bringing	them	home.	Read	on	for	more	information.	Tank	Maintenance	Perform	a	partial	water	change	at	least	every	second	week	in	your	guppy	tank	to	keep	nitrate	levels
down.	If	your	tank	is	heavily	stocked,	or	you’re	feeding	the	tank	frequently	because	you	have	a	lot	of	fry,	you	might	want	to	increase	this	to	once	or	even	twice	a	week.	Remember	to	use	a	water	conditioner	if	you	are	using	tap	water	in	your	aquarium.	The	only	way	to	know	whether	you’re	doing	enough	tank	maintenance	is	to	measure	your	water
parameters	regularly.	Pick	up	a	liquid	or	strip	test	kit	for	this	purpose.	Be	very	careful	when	performing	water	changes	if	you	have	a	lot	of	fry	in	the	aquarium.	I	suggest	carefully	inspecting	the	water	you	take	out	of	the	tank	just	in	case	any	fry	get	sucked	up!	Apart	from	regular	water	changes,	all	you	really	need	to	do	is	clean	your	glass	with	an	algae
scraper	when	necessary	and	follow	the	recommended	maintenance	schedule	for	your	filter.	Important	Water	Parameters	Water	temperature:	72-80°FpH:	7-8Hardness:	143	–	536	ppmNitrate:	Less	than	20	ppmNitrite:	0	ppmAmmonia:	0	ppm	Feeding	Guppies	are	naturally	omnivorous	and	the	modern	domestic	guppy	is	not	fussy	about	diet	at	all.	A
high-quality	flake	food	is	a	perfect	everyday	food	source	for	these	fish.	For	a	more	balanced	diet,	I	recommend	supplementing	their	diet	with	an	unprocessed	food	source	like	bloodworms,	daphnia,	or	brine	shrimp.	These	are	available	frozen	so	they	are	very	easy	to	use.	A	small	amount	of	these	once	or	twice	a	week	will	improve	your	fish’s	health	and
condition.	
Tankmates	One	of	the	best	things	about	guppies	is	their	peaceful	nature.	They	are	confident	little	fish	that	are	always	active	and	visible	in	the	aquarium.	They	get	along	great	with	many	other	tropical	freshwater	fish.	
The	most	important	factor	to	consider	when	picking	guppy	tankmates	is	their	water	parameter	compatibility.	
Guppies	thrive	in	hard,	alkaline	water,	so	their	tank	mates	should	be	comfortable	in	the	same	environment.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	some	good	guppy	tank	mates,	and	some	species	to	avoid.	Good	Tankmates	Tankmates	to	Avoid	Tiger	barbsSerpae	tetrasFish	that	need	soft	acidic	waterLarge	cichlids	Health	and	Disease	Guppies	are	generally	hardy	fish,	so
they	are	not	especially	prone	to	any	problems.	As	a	rule,	the	best	way	to	prevent	health	issues	is	to	minimize	stress.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	some	of	the	best	ways	to	prevent	guppy	illness:	Perform	regular	aquarium	maintenance	for	great	water	qualityAvoid	overfeeding	your	fishAvoid	overstocking	your	aquariumMaintain	appropriate	water
parametersAvoid	aggressive	tank	mates	Unfortunately,	poor	health	and	disease	can	happen	even	when	you’re	doing	everything	right.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	guppy	health	issues	to	look	out	for:	Ich	(white	spot	disease)Columnaris	(Saddleback/	cotton	wool	disease)Hexamita	(Hole	in	the	head)Camallanus	worm	Breeding	Breeding	guppies	is
extremely	easy,	so	this	is	a	great	species	to	get	started	with	if	you’ve	never	bred	tropical	fish	before.	Guppies	are	livebearers,	which	means	that	female	guppies	give	birth	to	live	baby	fry.	
Each	female	guppy	can	give	birth	every	month,	which	means	you’re	guppy	population	can	grow	very	quickly!	Female	guppies	can	breed	after	just	2-	3	months,	although	it	is	better	to	let	them	grow	a	little	older	before	they	start	breeding.	Such	a	short	generation	time	makes	guppies	an	amazing	species	for	breeding	projects.	Sexing	Sexing	guppies	is
very	easy	because	adults	are	sexually	dimorphic.	This	means	there	are	clear	physical	differences	between	the	sexes	that	are	easy	to	spot.	Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	some	of	these	guppy	sex	differences:	Overall	size	is	probably	the	most	obvious	difference	between	male	and	female	guppies.	Adult	females	are	significantly	larger	than	males.	Female
guppies	have	a	much	more	rounded	body	shape	than	males,	especially	when	they	are	pregnant.	
Males	have	a	very	slender	build.	
Male	guppies	have	much	larger	fins	in	comparison	with	their	body	size.	Their	fins	are	usually	much	more	heavily	patterned	and	colored	too.	The	anal	fin	of	male	guppies	is	modified	into	a	structure	known	as	the	gonopodium.	It	is	narrow	and	elongated	in	comparison	to	the	triangular	anal	fin	of	the	female.	Male	guppies	are	much	more	boldly	marked
and	colorful	than	females	in	general.	Pregnant	female	guppies	do	have	a	unique	marking	that	easily	identifies	them	from	males,	however.	Look	out	for	a	dark	triangular	marking	on	the	belly,	just	in	front	of	the	anal	fin.	This	marking	is	known	as	the	gravid	spot	and	will	confirm	that	the	fish	is	a	pregnant	female.	Female	guppies	spend	most	of	their	time
foraging	while	males	spend	a	lot	of	time	swimming	around	the	females,	trying	to	get	their	attention.	Caring	for	fry	Guppy	fry	are	easy	to	care	for.	The	fact	that	they	are	born	live	means	that	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	egg	predation	from	the	other	fish	in	the	tank.	Unfortunately,	adult	guppies	have	no	problem	eating	guppy	fry,	so	it	is	best	to
separate	them	to	increase	the	survival	rate	of	the	babies.	
Catching	all	the	tiny	fry	to	move	them	to	a	separate	tank	is	not	going	to	be	easy.	Moving	a	pregnant	female	over	to	your	fry	tank	is	a	much	better	option!	You	can	go	ahead	and	move	the	mother	fish	back	into	the	main	tank	once	she	has	given	birth.	
Another	great	option,	which	is	less	stressful	on	the	pregnant	female	is	to	add	a	breeder	box	to	your	tank.	If	you’re	not	too	worried	about	some	of	the	babies	being	snacked	on,	simply	growing	some	floating	plants	in	the	tank	will	provide	them	with	a	place	to	hide	out	until	they	are	big	enough	to	swim	out	in	the	open.	I’ve	found	that	water	wisteria	works
great	for	this,	but	Java	moss	will	work	just	as	well	or	even	better.	Guppy	fry	are	tiny	but	hardy	little	fish.	They	can	be	fed	the	same	flake	food	as	the	adults,	but	you’re	going	to	want	to	crush	it	up	for	them.	You	can	use	a	pepper	grinder	for	this	or	simply	crush	the	flakes	in	the	palm	of	your	hand.	Preventing	Breeding	While	breeding	guppies	may	be	a
fun	and	fascinating	hobby,	it	is	important	to	have	a	plan	for	the	fry!	The	only	reliable	way	to	prevent	guppies	from	breeding	is	to	keep	only	male	or	only	female	fish.	Mature	females	are	often	already	pregnant	when	you	bring	them	home,	so	males	are	a	safer	bet.	When	buying	female	guppies	for	a	breeding	project,	look	for	females	without	very	swollen
bellies	and	obvious	gravid	spots.	Where	to	Buy	Most	local	pet	stores	will	sell	mutt	guppies,	and	sometimes	also	a	selection	of	different	breeds.	For	specific	breeds,	you	may	need	to	order	online	or	contact	local	clubs	and	breeders.	FAQS	There	are	an	amazing	number	of	different	guppy	types	available	in	the	hobby.	There	are	12	officially	recognized	tail
types	alone	and	combined	with	the	various	colors	and	patterns,	the	number	becomes	almost	infinite!	Different	types	of	guppies	can	be	kept	together	without	any	problems.	Fancy	guppies	will	breed	freely	together,	so	don’t	mix	them	if	you’re	planning	on	breeding	specific	types.	Guppies	should	be	kept	in	groups	of	at	least	3	or	more.	If	you	are	keeping
both	males	and	females,	keep	at	least	2	or	3	females	for	every	male.	This	will	give	the	females	a	break	from	all	the	attention.	Guppies	can	be	fed	just	once	a	day.	These	fish	will	spend	much	of	their	time	foraging	in	the	aquarium	for	algae	and	other	food	sources.	Guppy	fry	will	benefit	from	more	frequent	feeding,	however.	Healthy	guppies	will	live	for
1-3	years	in	captivity.	
There	are	reports	of	them	living	as	long	as	five	years,	however.	
Final	Thoughts	I	think	guppies	deserve	more	appreciation	than	they	get.	These	fish	are	the	complete	package,	for	all	experience	levels.	The	fact	that	new	breeds	are	still	being	developed	makes	this	fish	even	more	exciting!	Do	you	keep	guppies?	Tell	us	about	your	favorite	guppy	types	in	the	comments	below!Mark	is	the	founder	of	Aquarium	Store
Depot.	
He	started	in	the	aquarium	hobby	at	the	age	of	11	and	along	the	way	worked	at	local	fish	stores.	He	has	kept	freshwater	tanks,	ponds,	and	reef	tanks	for	over	25	years.	His	site	was	created	to	share	his	knowledge	and	unique	teaching	style	on	a	larger	scale.	He	has	worked	on	making	aquarium	and	pond	keeping	approachable.	Mark	has	been	featured
in	two	books	about	aquarium	keeping	–	both	best	sellers	on	Amazon.	Each	year,	he	continues	to	help	his	readers	and	clients	with	knowledge,	professional	builds,	and	troubleshooting.


