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Archives

“When are you going to decide who
gets number one? I can’t even use the
bathroom without locking the door.”
Andrew Nichol’s frustrations were
obvious to the general manager,
Harry Firth. No decision had been
made as to who would receive book
number one of the 1,000 freshly
bound copies of Wainwright’s
Westmorland Heritage.

The Westmorland Gazette had
no lockup to safeguard the books.
The only solution was to stack them
up on the floor of Andrew Nichol’s
office. There was a supporting wall
below, so the books had to be stacked
strategically above this wall to hold
the sheer weight. Andrew was
constantly warning everyone who
entered his office not to accidently
kick the books. Something had to be
done.

Storing wasn’t the only problem.
Signing and numbering the
books also proved a challenge.
Wainwright had not yet set foot in
the Westmorland Gazette premises
and was not likely to. Taking the
books to Wainwright wasn’t an
option either - carting 1,000 books
to his home in Kendal Green and
back was impractical. After some
thought, a workaround was found.

A Wainwright
masterpiece

Alfred Wainwright's Yorkshire archivist, Chris Butterfield, on
the launch of the author’s much-loved Westmorland Heritage.

The individual folded sheets were
taken to Wainwright, who signed and
numbered them, after which they
were returned to the Westmorland
Gazette, to be bound.

A day or two later, much to
Andrew’s relief, it was decided
by Wainwright that Paul Wilson
should receive copy number one.
Paul Wilson, Lord Lieutenant of
Westmorland from 1965 to 1974 and
of Cumbria from 1974 to 1980, was
influential in Wainwright compiling
Westmorland Heritage. It was also
Paul’s idea for Wainwright to create

the magnificent Westmorland Map

in late 1973. He wanted the old county

of Westmorland to be recorded
before it was changed forever.

This book, one of Wainwright’s
masterpieces, is a celebration of the
old Westmorland County, featuring
nearly 2000-line drawings of
buildings, landmarks and scenery.
Every parish in the county is
meticulously recorded in great detail.

Shortly after Westmorland
Heritage’s publication in 1975,
Wainwright wrote to Paul thanking
him for his generous review of the

book and for the initial idea. The

remaining books were issued strictly

in the order in which they were
sold.

They retailed for £11 and proved
so popular that nearly 400 copies
were sold before they had even been
produced; the remaining books
were sold within two weeks of its
publication. To this day Andrew
believes they should have been sold
for no less than £25.

Twelve years after its publication,
there were still many people still
trying, unsuccessfully, to obtain a

copy. Wainwright had been wrong to
doubt its potential for success.

The demand led Andrew to
telephone the head office of the
Publishers Association, to seek
advice on reprinting the book.
Specifically, he wanted to know
whether it would be in bad faith
to those who bought the original
limited edition. He need not have
worried.

The Publishers Association said
publishing the book again would
affect nothing. Its rule was that if
ten years or more had passed since
the original publication, and all the
books had sold, then everything was
OK. Wainwright also had to agree to
it being reproduced.

Even though the Westmorland
Gazette held the copyright to his
other titles, the Westmorland
Heritage as alimited edition, wasn’t
listed in the copyright agreement.
They had long since sold out when
Wainwright signed the copyright
over to the Gazette in 1983.

In 1988, 3,000 copies of
Westmorland Heritage — Popular
edition - were produced. It sold well,
despite it being neither a limited
nor leather-bound edition. Andrew’s
good judgement paid off. It would
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be another 16 years until we would
see the book in print again. In 2004,
Frances Lincoln published a third
edition of this book, which has been
out of print ever since.

In 1990, Andrew gathered all
the original Westmorland Heritage
printing plates, and had them
framed. They proved to be popular,
and even today, those featuring Lake
District scenes attract high prices.

Thanks to David Rigg, the owner
of Kendal printer Titus Wilson, I
recently became the new custodian
of all existing Wainwright book
printing material, including the
original gold blocking for both the
Westmorland Heritage’s limited and
popular editions. These fabulous
one-of-a-kind blocks are now
archived.

Finding the different editions of
Wainwright’s masterpiece in mint
unread condition, proved quite a
challenge, and it took me several
years to acquire all three. Although
satisfied with my finds, more
detective work remained if the story
was to be completed: that hand-
numbered first copy of Westmorland
Heritage was something of a holy
grail for Wainwright fans and
collectors, and I needed to track it

PAGES OF
HISTORY:
Above, Anthony
Vickers, left, and
Chris Butterfield
with the number
one copy of Alfred
Wainwright's
Westmorland
Heritage. Left,
Wainwright's
letter about the
book and, right,
his signature on
the first copy.

FAMOUS WALKS

W Alfred Wainwright was a
renowned fell walker, guide
book author and illustrator.

M Bornin Blackburnin 1907, he
fell in love with the Lake District
during a walking holiday aged
23.

B He moved to Kendal a
decade later and a job at the
Borough Treasurers office.

M Responsible for the Coast

to Coast walk which takes

in Yorkshire's coastline,

many people have followed
Wainwright's routes including
presenter Julia Bradbury
featured in this week's Yorkshire
Post magazine.

down. I found it by sheer luck in
Selby, North Yorkshire.

The original book one owner, Paul
Wilson, had died in 1980. During his
lifetime, Paul had a great passion
for windmills and watermills. His
close friend, architect John Kenneth
Major, was an expert on such
buildings. John was born in Reading,

for some years lived in Kendal, where
he had worked closely with Paul.

After Paul died, the book remained
with his wife. She eventually gave it
to John who kept it for many years.
Before his own death in 2009, he
sold it to Selby-based book seller
Anthony Vickers, who specialised in
Wainwright’s publications for over
25 years.

He was even mentioned in Hunter
Davies’s Wainwright biography.
Iinitially became a customer of
Anthony, and over time it developed
into a great friendship.  was in awe
when he first produced the book
which came with Wainwright’s
original 1975 letter to Paul. Originally,
he had no intention of selling it, but
two years later he approached me
and decided that I should be the next
custodian of the book. I was thrilled
beyond my wildest dreams.

My Facebook group, Alfred
Wainwright Books & Memorabilia,
is well into its third year. During
that time, I have been surprised
how many members have reached
out to me, asking if T have spare
copies of Westmorland Heritage, as
they have been unable to find one.
That suggests to me that the book
deserves a fourth publication.

Wildlife

Watch out for
unsung tlowers

Ellie Barham
@YorksWildlife

When we think of the colourful
flowers that the warmer
months bring, our minds
automatically jump to species
such as daffodils, bluebells,
poppies, primroses and the
bright blossoms of our fruit
trees.

However, if we look a little
closer there are many other
widespread species that are
important contributors to
that colour and life, but which
we often overlook. These can
be the plants that grow on
wastelands, line the sides of
our railways, roads and
pavements and find
gaps in concrete; or
arejust the ones
over-shadowed
by other more
notable species.

Once noticed
though, these
overlooked species
can and should be
celebrated for the
colour they bring and
for the vital role they play in
supporting wildlife. Here are
three common and widespread
flowers that you will likely see
often but may not have noticed.

Herb-Robert, Geranium
robertianum, is a low-growing
geranium with small, pretty
pink flowers mainly seen from
May to September. A native
species, it often grows in shade,
though where it does grow in
sunny sites the sun turns its
stems crimson red.

Herb-Robert will grow almost
everywhere and is commonly
found in the shadow of walls,
along pavements, roadsides and
railways, as well as lining the

edges of woodlands and along
the coast. It is an important
plant for pollinators including
hoverflies, bees and moths.

Yellow arch-angel, Lamium
galeobdolon, comes into bloom
just after bluebells, changing
the woodland floor from blue to
yellow. It belongs to the dead-
nettle family, whose stems
and leaves look similar to the
common stinging nettle, but are
non-stinging. Yellow arch-angel
has whorls of pretty yellow
flowers that have a large hood
hanging over three smaller
‘lobes..

Wild yellow arch-angel is
an important food-source of

long-tongued bees, such as
garden bumblebees,
and is important
in supporting all
that woodland
life after the
4 bluebells have
gone.
Red
valerian,
Centranthus
ruber,
was actually
introduced into the
UK in around the 1600s from
the Mediterranean. Now
naturalised, it is very common
and widespread particularly
around railways, roadside
verges and old stone walls.

Alittle like red campion, the
flowers are actually a bright
pink rather than red, though
can also be white in around
10 per cent of the population.
It flowers from early summer
onwards and in cooler temper-
atures can last into autumn.

It is an important source of
nectar for bees, butterflies and
moths, such as the daylight-
loving hummingbird hawk-
moth.

COLOUR SCHEMES: The Herb-Robert, above, and the Yellow arch-angel,
inset, are everywhere in the summer but tend to be overlooked.





