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WHO WE ARE 
      

 

Jax Gay Mag LLC is the ONLY LGBT+  
Publication in Northeast Florida. With monthly 
readership of approximately 300,000. 
 

Our mission is to promote North Florida and 
especially in Jacksonville, as a welcoming 
LGBT+ destination through marketing and 
events.  
 

Jax Gay Mag produces many events through-
out year. Visit www.JaxGayMag.com for more  
information. 
 

Jax Gay Mag LLC also plans to launch our 
Jax Event Center & LGBT+ Art Gallery in Fall 
of 2026. 
 
 

 
 

COMING EARLY 2026 JAXGAY TV STREAMING 

OUR AUDIENCE 
  
Jax Gay Mag is available in more than 150 
locations from Pensacola to Jacksonville and 
reaches an audiences exceeding 300,000 
monthly across our print, digital network. We 
offer comprehensive and cost-effective 
advertising programs on multiple platforms 
including: 

¶ Print Magazine 

¶ Web Advertising 

¶ E-mail Marketing 

¶ Event Marketing 

¶ Social Media 
 



  

 



 

 

Issue 195 December 2025                          On The Inside 

Best Trader Joe's Gifts For  
Food Lovers In 2025 

By David Vandygriff 

Florida Republican: US Needs To Invade Venezuela P08 | New Mutant Mpox Strain  
Discovered In England P12 | Production Begins Of óWorldôs Firstô Electric Flying Car In 
California P16 | The óLovingô Bea Author P20 | L.A. Hits Record-High LGBTQ Hate 
Crimes P26 | JD Honey Brings Out Hidden Notes In Your Whiskey & Coke 

P30 | Gay Men at Thanksgiving: Gratitude, History, Community P32 | Quantum  
Breakthrough: Worldôs First 10,000-Qubit Processor P38 | Heard Dat Kitchen: New  

Orleans Hole-In-The-Wall Best Restaurant P40 | New Foreclosures Jump 20%, Housing 
Market Distress P42 | The Classic Sunday Stew Your Grandparents Loved P46 |  

RuPaulôs New Drag Race Film Receives Fierce Title & Release Date  P48 | GOP Comer: 
Epstein Files Release May Grind To A Halt P50 | Cynthia Erivo Makes Golden Globes 

History With Second NominationP54   



  

 



 

 

Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar (R-
Fla.) backed U.S. military  
intervention in Venezuela on 
Monday, arguing President 
Nicol§s Maduro knows the U.S. 
is about to ñgo in,ò resulting in a 
ñfield dayò for American oil 
companies. 
 

Salazar called Maduro ñthe 
head of a terrorist organizationò 
on Fox Business the same day 
that the Trump administration 
designated Venezuelaôs  
Cartel de los Soles as a foreign 
terrorist group. This puts  
Maduro ñright in the crosshairs 
ð we can take him out and 
extradite him,ò she said. 
 

ñSo now that he has  
understood that heôs on that 
very nefarious list of the  
terrorist organization, that the 
airspace above Venezuela has 
been closed off, and the  
commercial airlines from the 
United States are not flying, 
heôs understanding that weôre 
about to go in,ò she told Fox 
host David Asman. 
 

ñHe understands that he is ð 
he has been our enemy for the 
last 25 years,ò Salazar  
continued. ñVenezuela, for 
those Americans who do not 
understand why we need to go 
in, for three ï basically, for 

three reasons.ò 
 

The first reason, Salazar said, 
was that Venezuelaôs oil  
production would offer ña field 
dayò for U.S. oil companies. 
 

ñAmerican companies can go in 
and fix all the oil pipe ð the 
whole oil rigs and everything 
that has to do with the  
Venezuelan petroleum  
companies, or everything that 
has to do with oil and the  
derivatives,ò Salazar said. 
 

She next said Venezuela has 
been a ñlaunching padò for Iran, 
Hezbollah, Hamas, Cuba and 
other countries and terrorist 
groups that want to ñdo harm to 
us and our young Americans.ò 
Thirdly, Salazar claimed  
Maduro was the leader of the 
Cartel de los Soles. 
 

Asked what will happen if the 
Venezuelan people do not back 
regime change, she said the 
countryôs people, including its 
military, do not support  
Maduro. 
 

ñWe know, maybe the top 
echelon of the military forces in 
Venezuela may be with  
Maduro, and theyôre going to 
flee with him,ò she said. ñBut 
the middle and lower ranks are 
with the opposition. This is  
going to be very similar to  
Panama.ò 

Salazar, a former journalist 
who has denounced various 
Latin American leaders  
including Cubaôs former  
President Fidel Castro before 
his death, is a frequent critic of 
Maduroôs presidency and has 
repeatedly called for his  
ousting on social media. 
 

Her interview comes as  
tensions escalate between the 
U.S. and Venezuela; Mondayôs 
announcement on the Cartel de 
los Soles will give the White 
House wider authority to  
impose sanctions and crack 
down on Maduroôs assets. 
 

The Trump administration has 
accumulated a large military 
presence in the Caribbean, 
with airstrikes attacking alleged 
ñnarco-terroristsò on drug 
smuggling boats. Since  
September, more than 80  
people have been killed in the 
strikes. The administration has 
said these strikes have been 
conducted to prevent drugs 
from reaching American 
shores. 
 

But as tensions ramp up, most 
Americans say they do not 
want to see military action in 
Venezuela. A recent CBS 
News/YouGov shows that 70 
percent said they were against 
ñthe U.S. taking military action  

Florida Republican:  
US Needs To Invade Venezuela 

By David Vandygriff 
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in Venezuela,ò while 30 percent 
said they were for it. 
 

The Federal Aviation  

Administration also recently 
advised pilots to ñexercise  
cautionò when flying near  
Venezuela due to the 

ñworsening security situation 
and heightened military activityò 
in and around the country. 
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Health officials in England have 
identified a newly evolved 
strain of mpox in a person who 
recently returned from traveling 
in Asia. The rare recombinant 
version of the virus blends two 
major global strains, the BBC 
reports. 
 

Genomic testing by the UK 
Health Security Agency found 
that the new virus variant  
contains genetic elements from 
clade Ib, which has been linked 
to more severe illness, and 
clade IIb, the strain responsible 
for the 2022 global outbreak. 
The virus does not yet have a 
formal name, and officials say 
they are still assessing its  
public health significance. 
 

ñItôs a watch and wait situation 
at this point,ò Dr. Demetre 
Daskalakis said on Monday. 
ñItôs hard to say what it means 
other than vigilance needs to 
continue for mpox and [this] 
highlights the importance of a 
strong public health system to 
detect changes in the virus.ò 
 

Daskalakis is a leading  
infectious disease physician 
who previously served as the 
White House National Mpox 
Response Deputy Coordinator 
under President Joe Biden. In 
August, he resigned as director 

of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Preventionôs  
National Center for  
Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases. In his resignation 
letter, he said that under the 
second Trump administration, 
the agency had been politicized 
beyond repair. 
 

He stated at the time that the 
CDC, as it was known, ñis 
over.ò Last week, Daskalakis 
was named chief medical  
officer at Callen-Lorde  
Community Health Center in 
New York City, one of the  
United Statesôs largest  
providers of LGBTQ+ health 
care. 
 

The CDCôs mpox website, 
which was last updated on  
December 5, does not mention 
the new strain. 
 

Daskalakis said that the UK 
Health Security Agencyôs  
website is a reliable public 
source for updates on the new 
variant. 
 

The discovery in England  
follows alarming reporting in 
October, when a more severe 
strain of mpox, clade I, was 
confirmed in three hospitalized 
patients in Southern California 
with no travel history, marking 
the first known cases of local 
transmission of that strain  

inside the United States. 
 

In an interview at the time, 
Daskalakis described the  
moment as an inflection point. 
ñThat means somewhere 
thereôs been local transmission 
of a virus that we know can 
transmit and has a pretty good 
profile for being contagious,ò he 
said. 
 

All three California patients ð 
two in Los Angeles and one in 
Long Beach ð were hospital-
ized and unvaccinated. While 
their cases appeared unrelat-
ed, genomic sequencing 
showed the viral samples were 
genetically linked. Clade I, 
Daskalakis warned, is not  
necessarily more infectious, but 
significantly more severe than 
the clade II strain that drove the 
2022 outbreak. 
 

ñThe same communities who 
were most at risk in 2022, men 
who have sex with men, trans 
and nonbinary people, people 
living with HIV, are the ones 
who need to pay attention 
again,ò he said. 
 

Daskalakis described that  
moment as one of ñwatchful 
waiting,ò not panic, but warned 
that sustained viral spread  
creates the precise conditions 
for mutation and  
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New Mutant Mpox Strain  
Discovered In England 

By Barbara Yeng 



  

 

recombination. The new  
recombinant strain now  
detected in England reflects 
exactly that risk: a virus  
adapting in real time as it 
moves through uneven global 
health systems. 
 

Department of Health and  
Human Services press  
secretary Emily Hilliard did not 
respond to Jax Gay Magazineôs 
request for comment. 
 

Dr. Boghuma Titanji, an  
assistant professor of medicine 
at Emory University, told the 
BBC that the new strain  
represents what many experts 
feared would happen if mpox 
transmission continued  
unchecked. ñThe more mpox 
circulation we permit, the more 

opportunities the virus has to 
recombine and adapt, further 
entrenching mpox virus as a 
human pathogen that is not 
going away,ò she said. 
 

Vaccination remains the most 
effective protection against  
severe disease. Health officials 
estimate the mpox vaccine is 
75 to 80 percent effective. 
While no studies yet confirm 
how well it protects against the 
new recombinant strain,  
officials believe a high degree 
of protection is likely. 
 

Dr. Katy Sinka, head of  
sexually transmitted infections 
at UKHSA, said genomic  
testing made the discovery 
possible. ñItôs normal for  
viruses to evolve,ò she said. 

ñGetting vaccinated is a proven 
effective way to protect yourself 
against severe disease.ò 
 

In October, Daskalakis 
stressed that the Jynneos  
vaccine remained fully  
protective. ñTwo doses are 
enough. You donôt need a 
booster right now.ò 
 

Mpox spreads through close 
physical contact and  
contaminated materials. While 
the 2022 outbreak  
disproportionately affected gay 
and bisexual men and 
transgender people, experts 
continue to stress that the virus 
is driven by exposure and not 
identity. 
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In 2022, after a decade of  
development, the company  
unveiled its all-electric Model A, 
capable of driving 220 miles 
(354 kilometers) and flying 110 
miles (177 kilometers). 
 

Backed by early Tesla and 
Bitcoin investor Tim Draper, 
Alef progressed from its 2016 
prototype to full-size test flights 
in 2018 and obtained  
airworthiness certification from 
the Federal Aviation  
Administration (FAA) in 2023. 
 

ñWe are happy to report that 
production of the first flying car 
has started on schedule. The 
team worked hard to meet the 
timeline, because we know 
people are waiting. Weôre  
finally able to get production off 
the ground,ò said Jim  
Dukhovny, CEO of Alef, in a 
 

In February, the company  
released footage showing its 
flying car completing  
successful test flights in an  
urban environment. 
 

Alef Takes Off 
 

Based in San Mateo,  
California, Alef is a sustainable 
electric transportation company 
developing a road-legal  

passenger car capable of  
vertical takeoff and forward 
flight. Fully electric and road-
legal, Alef has reported that its 
flying car has already received 
3,500 pre-orders worth $1  
billion, demonstrating strong 
demand for the futuristic yet 
practical vehicle. 
 

Now, Alef Aeronautics has  
begun production of its first  
flying car, the Alef Model A  
Ultralight, marking a significant 
milestone in electric air  
mobility. Hand-assembled in 
California at Alefôs Silicon  
Valley facility, each car will take 
several months to complete. 
 

According to the firm, the  
production process combines 
robotic and industrial  
manufacturing with  
handcrafting, ensuring rigorous 
testing of individual  
components and extensive test 
flights of the fully assembled 
vehicle. The careful approach 
allows Alef to refine  
manufacturing techniques  
before scaling to automated 
mass production. 
 

The initial batch of Alef flying 
cars will be delivered to a  
select group of early customers 
for real-world testing under 

highly controlled conditions. 
These early adopters will  
receive training, compliance 
guidance, and ongoing  
maintenance support from Alef. 
Insights gained from this phase 
will be used to optimize  
production and prepare for  
fulfilling the companyôs pre-
order backlog. 
 

Roads Meet Sky 
 

Alefôs flying car stands out 
through a combination of  
features that distinguish it from 
both traditional vehicles and 
modern eVTOL aircraft. It is 
considered the first true ñflying 
carò because it functions as a 
road-legal automobile while 
also performing vertical takeoff 
and flight. 
 

Unlike cars, it can lift off and 
fly, and unlike eVTOL air taxis, 
it can be driven on public roads 
without relying on airports or 
vertiports. According to Alef, it 
also differs from cars with  
deployable wings, as it requires 
no runway and offers full  
vertical takeoff capability. The 
vehicle is 100 percent electric, 
delivering clean-energy  
transportation with lower  
energy use per trip than a  
Tesla, other EVs, or eVTOL air 

Production Begins Of óWorldôs Firstô  
Electric Flying Car In California  

By Joe Ronning 

16 www.JaxGayMag.com  



  

 

www.JaxGayMag.com 17 

taxis. 
 

Alef is currently testing the 
ñModel Zero,ò a research  
platform designed to evolve 
into the companyôs first  
consumer product, the Model 
A. The Alef Model A is the only 
drivable flying car with vertical 
takeoff and landing that fits 
within existing city  
infrastructure for parking and 

road travel. It offers a 220-mile 
(354-kilometer) driving range 
and a 110-mile (177-kilometer) 
flight range, supported by a 
gimbaled cabin, elevon system, 
and fully enclosed propellers. 
Key safety features include 
Distributed Electric Propulsion, 
multi-layer redundancy,  
advanced diagnostics, obstacle 
avoidance, glide landing, and a 

ballistic parachute. 
 

The Model A is available for 
pre-sale at $300,000. Alefôs 
long-term vision includes the 
Model Z, a four-seat sedan 
planned for 2035, priced at 
$35,000 and capable of 200 
miles (321 kilometers) of flight 
and 400 miles (643 kilometers) 
of driving, with projected  
autonomous flight capabilities. 
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