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| CHAT WITH AUTHOR/MOM ANNE C. LEMIEUX |

| WSA 2026 CONVENTION EXHIBIT AREA | |
| N | ' Freshman alto sax player Daniel James Durkin, Jr.’s two
“Daniel’s voice | | | |

. . . . . . |
I e I | main drivers are making friends and making music.

| greatest strength. | | Being born with Williams syndrome brings both gifts and |
| | He narrates | | | | challenges. Sensory processing can be quirky —Daniel often “sees” | |

| | music in colors and “feels” some noises as bombardments. Accurate |

in short, staccato
| | H [ A R "' H [ lI GHI biorsts Hyat | | | | spatial inf'ormat.ion fails to get from his eyes to his brair.l—t'hink | |
| | move like jazz | | trouble with stairs, puzzles, and maps. Nevermind navigating the |
At

. | | academic and social mazes of high school, or Marching Band field |
riffs, funny and | |

. drills. Just finding the way to class can be tricky. There’s also the |
observant in | | |

| # | always lurking WS anxiety, ready to pounce, at fire alarms, bully- |
| equal measure... | | ambushes, and an old, cranky anti-tech social studies teacher. Daniel |
| | BookLife/Publishers | | | | gets by with a little help from his friends and allies: bus-seat-saving | |
| Weekly | | Phoebe, lunch buddies Dalton 1.6 and Sallie Block, music mentors, |
| | ..An uplifting, | | | | Resource Room teacher, Mrs. Staley, his librarian (helicoptering) | |
| mom, the spirit of his late Marine Corps musician father, and voice |
| deeply felt novel, |

full of sensitivit | |  of satellite radio host, Dahlia Indigo. |
" (.) li sens de’ | | | | But a Homecoming incident, and a devastating betrayal by a | |
e i | | fellow band member leave Daniel questioning his faith in others— |

| heart.” | | and in himself... |
| | Joan Cornachio, M.S. Ed. | | | | o . | |
| Empowered Family Futures | | Award-winning author of 12 books for children |
| | | through young adults, Anne (A.C.) LeMieux has |
| i Reading Level 4.2 | | crafted a different coming-of-age story that offers |
| Social & Emotional | |  anuanced, anti-ableist portrait of a neurodivergent |
| A ( l{ MI[ Ux Content Level 11+ | | teen finding his way forward with courage and heart. |
| | gl | | | | And music—always music! | |
| |
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