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•Sectional 
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Tribal Roads
• Navajo DOT partnering with 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
• 5,211.2 miles of Tribal roads
• 6,016.2 miles of BIA roads
• 1,443.2 miles of County roads

• 179 bridges are maintained by 
BIA and Navajo DOT

• 38 bridges = eligible for 
rehabilitation

• 28 bridges = eligible for 
replacement

4

Miles Types Percentage

7.9 Concrete 0%

254.1 Gravel 3%

3,575.4 Paved 25%

10,493 Dirt 73%

**20% of all roads have Archaeological Clearances 
with 
  stipulations and mitigation plans

Bridges Inventoried



ADMINISTRATION CULTURAL
LAND  SURVEY 

GIS
ENVIRONMENTAL
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VISION STATEMENT

To serve the Navajo Nation by providing efficient and 
accurate project services and studies and to preserve 
and protect the Navajo Nation's natural and cultural 

interests

MISSION STATEMENT

To always provide the highest level of professional 
land surveying, archaeological and environmental 
services and to provide the most efficient and safe 

Navajo Nation transportation infrastructure



 Tribal and Federal 
environmental & 
realty compliance to help 
facilitate the proper 
funding for road projects 
across the Navajo 
Nation. 

 Includes services related 
to needs in the fields of 
Biology, Archeology, 
Hydrological Engineering, 
Tribal Realty, Agricultural 
Law and Legal Land 
Surveying, etc. 

 15 POSITIONS
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Administrative Support Administrative Assistant Senior Program & Project. 

Specialist 

Cultural Resources Supervisory Archaeologist 

Senior Archaeologist

Archaeologist 

Environmental Senior Environmental Engineer 

Senior Environmental Specialist 

Environmental Specialist

Environmental Specialist

Survey / GIS GIS Supervisor 

GIS Analyst 

Principal Engineering Technician 

Principal  Engineering Technician 

Land Agent 



Pertinent Regulations



Road 
Maintenance 

Process:

BIA Roads (N): Depending on pre-existing compliance 
(biological, archeological, hydrological, etc.) and Grant of 
Easement documents in place, Navajo DOT will verify if proposed 
actions can proceed.

County Roads(CR): Depending on pre-existing compliance 
availability, NDOT Compliance will determine if actions can 
proceed. Otherwise, the County will need to supplement.

State Roads(US,NM,AZ,UT): Depending on pre-existing 
compliance availability, NDOT Compliance will determine if 
actions can proceed. Otherwise, the State will need to 
supplement.

Tribal Roads(N): NDOT will research compliance on the route, if 
non-existing, NDOT Compliance may complete environmental if 
time frames allow. This includes, but not limited to biological, 
archeological, hydrological, legal surveying, etc.



LAND 
AGENT 

• Obtain ROW and Leasing documents 
for Navajo DOT projects:

• Tribal Access Authorization (TAA)  For 
road improvement/new 

• Land Withdrawal (LWD) – 
Maintenance Yards

• Rights-of-way – BIA process for 
non-Navajo entities (Federal, 
State, County) for road 
improvement/new road, road 
maintenance

• To collect consent from valid grazing 
permit holders 

• Obtain a verification letter listing all 
impacted permit holders 

• Determine the status of the permit 
(Valid, Invalid, Deceased)

• Obtains applicable proposed 
undertaking supporting chapter 
resolution 
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SURVEYORS

 Maintains Arizona Professional 
Land Surveying License 
credentials.

 Receive land survey requests, 
schedules and over sees field 
activities

 Develop Land Survey Plat and 
legal Descriptions, oversee field 
data collected by department

 Attend project 
meetings,  prepares reports and 
trains PET with various types of 
land surveys.

 Supports GIS Supervisor/ Register 
Surveyor on ongoing projects, 
keep and maintains records and 
maps, prepare office recon 
for pending survey jobs and over 
sees field supplies and 
survey equipment & tools and 
remains vigilant with field 
activities with accurate field 
notes.

 Assist with preparing Land Survey 
Plat with Descriptions.

 Provides technical assistance, 
cross training, attend project 
meetings and prepares reports.
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CULTURAL / 
ARCHAEOLOGY

• Performs cultural resource 
inventories on road 
projects/improvement, 
maintenance yards, culvert / bridge 
replacement

• Completes reports for submittal to 
the Navajo Nation Historic & 
Preservation Department (NNHPD) 

• Receives CRCF or the 
“archaeological approval” 
form NNHHPD 

• Monitors road construction near 
sensitive areas

• Monitors and reviews reports on 
active archaeological excavation 
projects, close out reports, 
technical reviews, other
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BIOLOGY

• Ensures biological 
compliance with Tribal and 
Federal regulations to 
ensure funding bylaws are 
followed 

• Aid in drafting compliance 
documents such as: 
Biological Evaluations, 
Environmental 
Assessments, Habitat 
Analysis

• Ensures compliance 
measures are adhered to 
during construction: 
monitoring during bird 
nesting season.

• Reviews consultant 
biological reports, 
monitoring reports, other. 
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HYDROLOGY

• Before commencing road projects 
that cross streams or washes, a H & 
H analyses is conducted for water 
flow dynamics, designing appropriate 
and resilient crossing structures (like 
culverts or bridges), and proactively 
mitigating potential impacts on water 
quality, aquatic habitats, and overall 
stream integrity.

The Clean Water Act (CWA) 401/404

• Permitting process, managed by the 
Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 
regulatory program, is introduced for 
road projects that involve the 
discharge of dredge or fill material 
into Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS), 
aiming to balance the protection of 
aquatic resources with infrastructure 
development.

• The CWA Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Navajo EPA 
must be obtained before the ACOE 
can issue a 404 permit.
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Proactive Hydrologic & Hydraulic 
Analyses for Stream Crossings:



Detail Scope of 
Work and 

Deliverables

Request Sent to 
NDOT 

Compliance

Office Research 
and Field Recon

Realty Research 
(ROW, Leases, 

Land 
Ownership, etc.)

Determine 
Federal/Tribal Realty 

Tool Needed 
ROW,TAA,TCE,LWD,etc

Field Clearance 
Checklist 
(Grazing 

Consent)

File for Data 
Request (DR) 
from NNDFW

Schedule Field 
Dates for Arch 

Report and 
Subsequent AIR 

Draft

Complete BRCF 
and Address 
Conditions

Receive 
Finalized CRCF 
from NNHHPD

Draft 
Hydrological 

Report

Compile into 
Environmental 

Assessment

Get EA reviewed 
by BIA and 

receive FONSI

Send completed 
FHWA CATEX 

Documentation to 
FHWA 

Representative

Receive completed and 
approved FHWA 

Checklist, EA and 
FONSI; attach to 

project packet for 164 
Review

NAVAJO DOT Environmental Process for New Project



Upcoming 
Projects for 

FY 2026- 2027

• Maintenance Yards / Staging Area – 9 Total
• TTIP Monitoring – N5001, N8066, N8031, 

N8084,N15, N55, N12, N9073
• Non-FHWA – 3 Total – Chinle ODY, Navajo Transit 

HQ, Heart Butte Cemetery
• Biological Reviews and Surveys – N11, N645, N521, 

N308, N16,N307, N314, N319, N248
• Archeological Surveys – 6 total - N11, N6420, 

Crownpoint Airport, Chinle Airport, etc.
• Hydrological Report/Culvert Design – N1576, N9103 

Jeddito, N8068 Blue Gap, Cornfields Wash 
• Landslide and Washout Mitigations – N332, N9860, 

N96, N47, N362, N7296
• Assessments: N67, N8059, N8074, N61, N8042, 

N8043-N, N29



Compliance Contact Listing
PERSONNEL TITLE EMAIL

ANJANETTE OWENS Department Manager I aowens@navajodot.org

MICHELLE HOSKIE Administrative Assistant          mhoskie@navajodot.org

HEATHER SPRINGER Sr. Program & Projects Specialist hspringer@navajodot.org

HOWARD MARTINEZ Land Agent hmartinez@navajodot.org
LEIGH COMINIELLO Supervisory Archaeologist compliance@navajodot.org

ETTIE A. ABASTA Senior Archaeologist eabasta@navajodot.org

LEMONT YAZZIE SR GIS Supervisor  & PLS                lyazzie@navajodot.org

TATJANA WOODY GIS Analyst twoody@navajodot.org

RAYE-LITA DUBOISE Principal Engineer Technician rduboise@navajodot.org

ALDEN WATCHMAN Principal Engineer Technician awatchman@navajodot.org

ELISA ARVISO Sr. Environmental Engineer earviso@navajodot.org

STEVEN CHISCHILLY JR Sr. Environmental Specialist         schischilly@navajodot.org

PAMELA KYSELKA Environmental Specialist pkyselka@navajodot.org

MALIK SCOTT Environmental Specialist mscott@navajodot.org

BRANDON LIZER INTERN blazer@navajodot.org



THANK YOU
Questions ?
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