
Seventeenth 
century London

Part 1



Over 350 years ago, in 
September 1666, the Great Fire 
of London caused chaos and 
devastation to one of the biggest 
capital cities in the world.
It would also serve afterwards 
as a spur to its rise in global 
prominence…



The Monument and its 
inscription (in Latin, 
translated into English 
on the plaque)



The special paving slab tells is that Fish Street Hill
was first called Bridge Street, then New Fish Street, 
and has been a route since the First Century AD.

It was part of the North - South route through the 
City, from Bishopsgate to the river.

Fish Street Hill joined Old London Bridge to the 
Heart of the City before London Bridge was built 
upstream in 1830 and rebuilt in 1974.



How Fish Street Hill 
could have looked in 
the 1600s

(impression from the 
BBC TV documentary, 
The Great Fire)

https://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Great-Fire-DVD/dp/B07174Y6ZM/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?


“Near this site stood the 
shop belonging to 
Thomas Faryner
(Farriner), the King’s 
Baker, in which the 
Great Fire of September 
1666 began.”

This plaque 
commemorates the Fire, 
from the Worshipful 
Company of Bakers…in 
1986…(there’s an 
update about this 
later…)



The precise location of where Farriner’s bakery 
premises was…perhaps here…? 

(according to research carried out recently by a 
respected historian, interviewed for the BBC for the 
TV documentary, The Great Fire)



The fire started at 3am on 
Sunday, 2nd September at the 
premises of the baker Thomas 
Faryner (Farriner). 

Recent evidence has shown us 
that his bakery was located on 
what is Monument Street today, 
immediately round the corner 
from Pudding Lane.

(image from the BBC TV 
documentary, The Great Fire)

https://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Great-Fire-DVD/dp/B07174Y6ZM/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?


In the 1600s, a live meat market 
was situated close to what is 
now Monument. Plus there 
would have been other crafts 
around, next to people’s houses.

This image is an impression of a
nearby meat market (Leaden 
Hall Market) in the 1600s:



Bavins are collections of 
branches that were used 
for fuel for the ovens, and 
were made in the bakers’ 
yard.

What part did they play in 
the fire…?



The “jettying technique” of 
housing construction in 
the 1600s meant that 
houses and buildings 
were literally abutting 
each other, so very close 
together.

What role did this play in 
the fire…?



In the 17th century, many of the 
buildings in London were 
constructed using the wattle and 
daub technique, which was to 
take wooden strips, woven into a 
frame and sealed with mud. 



When it was of good quality 
construction, it resisted fire well 
– the mud used as packing 
protected the structural frame. 
However, shoddy construction, 
which was prevalent in poorer 
areas of London, led to air gaps 
in the walls, which would let in 
air and allow the fire to 
breathe...



A short fly-by video of London in the 1600s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPY-hr-8-M0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPY-hr-8-M0


Find out how this video was 
made (detailed research that 
went into it)…

http://journalofdigitalhumanitie
s.org/3-1/pudding-lane-
recreating-seventeenth-
century-london/
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