Seventeenth century
London
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The Visscher panorama is an engraving by Claes Visscher (1586-1652) depicting
a panorama of London. It shows an imagined view of London in around 1600. The
engraving was first published in Amsterdam in 1616.

The Rose and The Globe theatres...


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claes_Visscher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panorama_of_London

The evening of Tuesday, 4t September - the wind changes direction and the fire heads towards the
Tower of London. There were over 9,000 barrels of gunpowder being stored there — if it had ignited, it
would have been a huge and devastating explosion.




We don’t have a definitive number of deaths (estimates are just six) - which is strange since records of people
dying were scrupulously kept at the time (everything you could imagine, and more).

The printing press, therefore the reporting, of deaths broke down in the time of the Great Fire. This suggests
that many people could have died, however, some historians feel that it would have been known and talked

about. One historian believes that (Neil Hanson) vast numbers of people died in the fire, but because they were
the poor they went unrecorded.

London’s poor occupied large swathes down by the river — the very place that was quickly burnt to the ground.
It is possible that the bodies could have been completely incinerated by the fire (750C for 60-90 mins is
required). The very young, the very old, the sick and the infirm and lame. We know that the fire was hot enough
to do this.

By Weds afternoon, 5" September, tearing down the streets is beginning to work. At 4pm in the afternoon, the
wind finally drops. This led to the fire having less ferocity.

Wind and fire breaks (inc. clearing rubble) had their effect.

By Weds evening, two thirds of buildings in the city walls destroyed, the Great Fire was over. But the City was
on its knees.

By Thursday 6t September - the flames are largely extinguished.



Large refugee camps were set up around London (for example, in Hampstead Heath).

London’s starving residents were saved by the fact that it was September, and the food from around the
country was coming down to London. The govt organised temporary emergency markets for people to sell and

buy produce.

Plus, military rations were released — e.g. army and navy biscuits were provided (though not really taken up —
very hard!) - people needed money.

The 17t Century had its own system of financial relief. People were encouraged to dig into their own pockets
and support those affected through the churches. The church provided “poor relief’. A month after the fire,
Charles Il issued a proclamation, asking all churches across England to raise money. Yorkshire £1200 and
Devon £1500 were the most generous.

England was at war, just recovering from the plague the previous year. So not everyone could afford it.

Homeless people were becoming restless soon after the fire was out. Fire courts were set up to compensate
people for their losses and to resolve disputes (remember: no insurance). Most people rented, remember. Most
leases said that they had to pay for any damage caused, AND continue to pay rent for buildings even though if
they no longer existed!

Charles |l said the fire was an Act of God, and people had to pay! 25% of people never returned to where they
used to live.
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New fire regulations were introduced after
T the Great Fire

i | J These regulations were issued by the City of London on 8 May

S 1667 as a follow up to the Rebuilding Act of February 1667 and
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Mapping the spread of The
Great Fire of London 1666
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A scale model of London set up on the Thames in 2016 (to mark
the 350t anniversary of the catastrophic event)

(images courtesy of Arup.com)



https://www.arup.com/projects/london-1666

