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Some breeders focus on the first 8 weeks, when puppies are still in the litter.
Early neurological stimulation
Exposure to household sounds and gentle handling
Building confidence before puppies go home
Their priority: early development in a controlled environment, minimizing liability risk.

Vets prioritize disease prevention, especially parvovirus.
Some recommend delaying public exposure until vaccinations are complete,
while behavior-focused vets argue early socialization is essential.
Their priority: minimizing infectious disease risk, minimizing liability risk.

Trainers focus on the 8-16 week critical socialization window, when puppies learn
what is safe. They see the long-term fallout of under-socialization:
fear, reactivity, aggression.
Their priority: preventing lifelong behavior problems.

Most rescues see the consequences when early socialization is missed; fearful,
shut-down, or reactive dogs who struggle to adapt to homes and may become
unadoptable.

Their priority: avoiding the behavioral damage that leads
to surrender or euthanasia.

Each group is trying to prevent a different type of harm:
Breeders - developmental gaps, liability
Vets - disease, liability
Trainers - lifelong behavioral issues
Rescues - long-term emotional fallout and adoptability problems

All are valid concerns—they just come from different lived experiences.
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