(s%0Day.)  PUPPY SOCIALIZATION GUIDE (816 WEEKS)

Safe, effective socialization before full vaccination:
supported by private training & supervised
Puppy Yappy Hours.
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WHY EARLY SOCIALIZATION MATTERS

Puppies experience a critical developmental window between 3-12 (up to 16)
weeks. During this period, their brains are primed to accept new experiences
without fear. Missing this window can lead to lifelong fear, anxiety, and aggression.
Behavioral issues—not infectious disease—are the leading cause of death in
young dogs.

Through private training and Puppy Yappy Hour we ensure that:
. Socialization is safe

. Experiences are positive

. Exposure is tailored to your puppy’s temperament

SAFE SOCIALIZATION PRINCIPLES

. Keep puppy off the ground in high traffic public areas
. Only interact with healthy, vaccinated dogs

. Use a clean mat in public spaces

. Pair all new experiences with treats + praise

. Keep sessions short (2-5 minutes)

. Stop if puppy shows stress

. Friend’s homes with vaccinated dogs
. Café patios
. Hardware stores (carried or on a mat)
. Carrides
. Training center lobbies

Private yards

||Ig|l Risk Places to Avoid
Dog parks
. Pet store floors
. Busy sidewalks
. Areas with wildlife feces
. Unknown dogs
Choose safe environments and avoid overwhelm.




PUPPY BODY LANGUAGE GUIDE
GREEN ZONE: Continue  YELLOW ZONE: Go Slow  RED ZONE: Stop

- Loose body - Lip licking -Growling
- Soft tail wag - Yawning - Snapping
« Approaches willingly - Turning away - Hiding
- Takes treats - Slow movement - Trembling
« Brief freeze - Refusing treats

Training teaches you to read subtle stress signals.

SOCIALIZATION CHECKLIST
Peonle

Adults « Children - People with hats, sunglasses, beards
- People using mobility aids - People carrying objects

Vaccinated adult dogs - Puppies in controlled settings - Cats -
Livestock (from a distance)

Car rides « Vet lobby (carried) - Café patio « Hardware store
« Quiet streets - Bus stops (distance)

Doorbells « Vacuums - Traffic - Kids playing « Thunder recordings
- Fireworks recordings

Paws « Ears « Tail « Mouth - Collar grabs « Gentle restraint « Harness wearing

Objects & Surfaces

Metal grates - Grass « Gravel - Sand - Tile « Carpet - Hardwood
- Wobble boards - Strollers - Bikes « Skateboards

When we frame socialization as emotional learning, not just “checking boxes,” we
understand why slow, positive, and intentional experiences matter so much.



O Mg, QUICK DO's & DON'TS

> Do Don't
- Socialize early - Wait for all shots
(we Makesitiappen|  + Keep sessions short « Force interactions
» Use treats « Visit dog parks
» Watch body language « Allow unknown dogs
- Choose vaccinated dogs - Ignore fear signals

Early puppy socialization is about building a puppy’s emotional resilience and
teaching them that the world is safe, predictable, and full of good things.

The goal isn’t exposure for exposure’s sake —it’'s
thoughtful, positive, well timed experiences that match the
puppy’s developmental stage.

The critical socialization window (roughly 3—-16 weeks) is when puppies are forming
lifelong impressions. During this time, the brain is primed to absorb information
about what is “normal” and what is “safe.”

As trainers, we're not just preventing fear — we're actively building optimism.
We need to:

. controll the environment

. watch body language

. adjustdistance and intensity

. pair new experiences with food, play, or comfort

. avoidoverwhelming or chaotic situations

. support the puppy when they’re unsure

We also emphasize that socialization is broad, not just about dogs or people.
Puppies need exposure to textures, sounds, handling, equipment, vehicles,

environments, and everyday life. And because adolescence brings another fear
period, socialization must continue well beyond puppyhood.
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OUR TRAINING SUPPORTS EARLY SOCIALIZATION

Your private puppy training program, Puppy Start Right,
at Good Dawg Training includes:

A CONFIDENCE BUILDING LIFE SKILLS

Positive socialization

. Novel object exposure
. New sound exposure
. Veterinary handling

. Home care handling

B FOUNDATION TRAINING SKILLS

Eye contact

. Name recognition

. Come

. Collar & harness wearing
. Recall

. Sit

. Touch

. Down

0 BEHAVIOR TOPICS

Potty training
. Car sickness
. Crate training

. Digging

. Counter surfing

. Jumping

. Barking

. Nipping & mouthing

. Separation anxiety prevention

PUPPY YAPPY HOURS (INCLUDED WITH PRIVATE TRAINING)
Free entry to 4 x Puppy Yappy Hours:

Small Breed Yapny Hour Wednesdays - gentle, size appropriate play

Large Breed Yappy Hour Thursdays - confident, sturdy playmates
. Safe, structured play

. Confidence building interactions
. Greeting practice
. Trainer supervised environment

To book training
please go to:

www.good-dawg.com
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O Mg, Myth vs. Fact: Early Puppy Socialization
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Fact: Safe, controlled exposure before 16 weeks is essential. Avoid dog parks
and unknown dogs, but real world experiences in low risk environments
are critical for healthy development.

Fact: Quality beats quantity. A few calm, positive experiences matter far
more than
a long list of chaotic ones.

Fact: Puppies grow into fear, not out of it. One overwhelming moment
during the fear period can create long term issues.

Fact: Socialization is about life skills: sounds, surfaces, handling, grooming,
car rides, vet visits, objects, and environments.

Fact: Early confidence doesn’t guarantee future confidence.
Even bold puppies need structured exposure.

Fact: Unsupervised or mismatched play can create reactivity or fear.
Puppies need curated, well matched interactions.

Fact: Fear is an emotion, not a behavior. Comfort, distance, and support
help puppies recover and learn resilience.

Fact: The critical window closes, but learning continues.
Adolescence is another major period for shaping behavior.

2700 Yulupa Ave, Suite 12, Santa Rosa, CA - 7078923210 - www.good-dawg.com



& %kz)  generally speaking, why do breeders, vets, rescue

We Make Sit H
| 2l Cagen

Some breeders focus on the first 8 weeks, when puppies are still in the litter.
Early neurological stimulation
Exposure to household sounds and gentle handling
Building confidence before puppies go home
Their priority: early development in a controlled environment, minimizing liability risk.

Vets prioritize disease prevention, especially parvovirus.
Some recommend delaying public exposure until vaccinations are complete,
while behavior-focused vets argue early socialization is essential.
Their priority: minimizing infectious disease risk, minimizing liability risk.

Trainers focus on the 8-16 week critical socialization window, when puppies learn
what is safe. They see the long-term fallout of under-socialization:
fear, reactivity, aggression.
Their priority: preventing lifelong behavior problems.

Most rescues see the consequences when early socialization is missed; fearful,
shut-down, or reactive dogs who struggle to adapt to homes and may become
unadoptable.

Their priority: avoiding the behavioral damage that leads
to surrender or euthanasia.

Each group is trying to prevent a different type of harm:
Breeders - developmental gaps, liability
Vets - disease, liability
Trainers - lifelong behavioral issues
Rescues - long-term emotional fallout and adoptability problems

All are valid concerns—they just come from different lived experiences.

2700 Yulupa Ave, Suite 12, Santa Rosa, CA - 7078923210 - www.good-dawg.com



