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The Official Birds and Flowers of Our Fifty States
First Day Cover Collection

Since ancient times, nations have adopted birds and flowers as their official symbols.  The
practice spread to the United States in 1782 when, with the adoption of the Great Seal, the bald
eagle became the proud symbol of America.

A century later, the tradition began to spread to the individual stats.  The Baltimore oriole,
placed under state protection in Maryland in 1882, was soon named the official state bird by
general consent.  In the early 1890's New York announced that it was adopting a state flower, the
rose, based on a vote taken among the state’s schoolchildren.

Today, all American’s fifty states have both an official state bird and state flower.  Most have
been designated by the state legislatures, voting on suggestions received from local organizations
and individual constituents.

Interesting, several state ha adopted the same symbols.  The cardinal, for examples, has been
chosen as the official bird by seven states and the violet is the official flower of four states.

The Birds and Flowers stamps were designed by the first father-son team ever to design a U. S.
issue, Arthur and Alan Singer of Jericho, New York.  The father, Arthur created the bird designs
and Alan contributed the flower designs. 

The First Day of Issue for the Official State Birds and Flowers stamps was April 14, 1982, in
Washington, D. C.

At the time of their issue, these stamps were the most popular in U.S. Postal history
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U.S. #1953 20¢ Alabama
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and state
capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of Engraving
and Printing
Printing Method: Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored

U.S. #1953 features a watercolor picturing a Yellowhammer and a Camellia, Alabama’s state
bird and flower.

Yellowhammer
The yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella) is a passerine bird in the bunting family that is native
to Eurasia and has been introduced to New Zealand and Australia. Most European birds remain
in the breeding range year-round, but the eastern subspecies is partially migratory, with much of
the population wintering further south.

Camellia
The Southern belles of the plant world, camellias come in a wide variety of colors, shapes, and
sizes. These broadleaf evergreen shrubs bear some of the most beautifully formal blooms. Plus,
their leaves are used to make tea, said to be the world’s most popular drink.
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U.S. #1954 20¢ Alaska
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1954 features a watercolor picturing a Ptarmigan and a wild native Forget-Me-Not,
Alaska’s state bird and flower.
 
Ptarmigan
The three species are all sedentary specialists of cold regions. Willow ptarmigan is a
circumpolar boreal forest species, white-tailed ptarmigan is a North American alpine bird, and
rock ptarmigan breeds in both Arctic and mountain habitats across Eurasia and North America.
With the exception of the red grouse, all have a white winter plumage that helps them blend into
the snowy background. Even their remiges are white, while these feathers are black in almost all
birds (even birds that are predominantly white, such as the Bali myna) because melanin makes
them more resilient and thus improves flight performance. The Lagopus grouse apparently found
it easier to escape predators by not being seen than by flying away.[citation needed]

These are hardy vegetarian birds, but insects are also taken by the developing young. In all
species except for the willow ptarmigan, the female takes all responsibility for nesting and
caring for the chicks, as is typical with game birds.

Forget-Me-Not
The true forget-me-not flower (Myosotis scorpioides) grows on tall, hairy stems which
sometimes reach 2 feet in height. Charming, five-petaled, blue blooms with yellow centers
explode from the stems from May through October. Flower petals are sometimes pink.
Forget-me-not plants often grow near brooks and streams and other bodies of water which offer
the high humidity and moisture that is desirable to this species. The perennial forget-me-not
flower spreads easily, freely self-seeding for more of the wildflower to grow and bloom in shady
spots where the tiny seeds may fall. Forget-me-not flower care is minimal, as with most native
wild flowers. Forget-me-not plants grow best in a damp, shady area, but can adapt to full sun.
Forget-Me-Not Flower Care
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U.S. #1955 20¢ Arizona  
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1955 features a watercolor picturing a Cactus wren and a Saguaro cactus blossom,
Arizona’s state bird and flower.
 
Cactus Wren
The cactus wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) is a species of wren that is endemic to the
deserts of the southwestern United States and northern and central Mexico. It is the state bird of
Arizona, and the largest wren in the United States. Their coloration is brown with black and
white spots as markings. They have a distinctive white eyebrow that sweeps to the nape of the
neck. The chest is white, whereas the underparts are cinnamon-buff colored. Both sexes appear
similar. The tail, as well as flight feathers, are barred in black and white. Their song is a loud
raspy chirrup; akin – in the description of some ornithologists – to the sound of a car engine that
will not start. They are well-adapted to their native desert environment, and can meet their water
needs from their diet which co

Saguaro Cactus Bloom
The white, waxy flowers appear in April through June, opening well after sunset and closing in
mid-afternoon. They continue to produce nectar after sunrise. Flowers are self-incompatible,
thus requiring cross-pollination. Large quantities of pollen are required for complete pollination
because many ovules are present. This pollen is produced by the extremely numerous stamens,
which in one notable case totaled 3,482 in a single flower. A well-pollinated fruit contains
several thousand tiny seeds.

Flowers grow 3.4–4.9 in (8.6–12.4 cm) long, and are open for less than 24 hours. Since they
form only at the top of the plant and the tips of branches, saguaros growing numerous branches
is reproductively advantageous. Flowers open sequentially, with plants averaging four open
flowers a day over a bloom period lasting a month. In Southern Arizona, saguaros begin
flowering around May 3 and peak on June 4. A decline in bat populations causes more daytime
flower openings, which favors other pollinators.
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U.S. #1956 20¢ Arkansas
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1956 features a watercolor picturing a Mockingbird and an Apple blossom, Arkansas’
state bird and flower.

Mocking Bird
Mockingbirds are a group of New World passerine birds from the family Mimidae. They are best
known for the habit of some species mimicking the songs of other birds and the sounds of
insects and amphibians,[1] often loudly and in rapid succession. There are about 17 species in
three genera. These do not appear to form a monophyletic lineage: Mimus and Nesomimus are
quite closely related; their closest living relatives appear to be thrashers, such as the sage
thrasher. Melanotis is more distinct because it seems to represent a very ancient basal lineage of
Mimidae.[2][3]

The only mockingbird commonly found in North America is the northern mockingbird (Mimus
polyglottos). The Greek word polyglottos means multiple languages.

Apple Blossom
The apple blossom is a typical angiosperm flower, with petals surrounding multiple
pollen-producing structures called stamens, the male reproductive organs of the flower, which
are crowned with sticky pollen-collecting stigma. When fertilized by pollen, the female ovary at
the base of the flower enlarges and becomes the fruit. Most apple blossom petals are pink when
the flower first blooms, and they fade to white as the season progresses.

To get the best apple tree flowers, the soil but be tended to regularly. According to PennState
Extension, the apple tree will need varying nutritional requirements as it grows, including boron,
calcium, copper and zinc as well as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.

The delicately colored apple tree flowers are among the most distinctive features of the apple
tree, and their springtime beauty has made them a treasured emblem of apple-producing areas.
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U.S. #1957 20¢ California
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1957 features a watercolor picturing a California valley quail and a California poppy, the
state’s official bird and flower.

California Valley Quail
The California quail (Callipepla californica), also known as the California valley quail or valley
quail, is a small ground-dwelling bird in the New World quail family. These birds have a curving
crest or plume, made of six feathers, that droops forward: black in males and brown in females;
the flanks are brown with white streaks. Males have a dark brown cap and a black face with a
brown back, a grey-blue chest and a light brown belly. Females and immature birds are mainly
grey-brown with a light-colored belly. Their closest relative is Gambel's quail which has a more
southerly distribution and, a longer crest at 2.5 in (6.4 cm), a brighter head and a scalier
appearance. The two species separated about 1–2 million years ago, during the Late Pliocene or
Early Pleistocene.[2] It is the state bird of California.

California Poppy
California poppy, (Eschscholzia californica), plant of the poppy family (Papaveraceae), native to
the southwestern United States and northern Mexico. It has become naturalized in parts of
southern Europe, Asia, and Australia. Depending on conditions, California poppies flower from
February to September in their native range. Horticultural varieties include tall, dwarf, double,
and single; they have been developed in various colors.

California poppies are annual plants with feathery gray-green foliage. The four-petaled flowers,
borne on stems 20 to 30 cm (8 to 12 inches) long, are usually pale yellow, orange, or cream in
the wild, but cultivated varieties are available in whites and various shades of red and pink. The
ephemeral flowers open only in sunlight and produce narrow capsule fruits. The round black or
brown seeds can persist in soil seed banks until growing conditions are favorable, and they
sometimes emerge en masse to create “super bloom” events.
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U.S. #1958 20¢ Colorado
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1958 features a watercolor picturing a Lark Bunting and a white and lavender Columbine,
Colorado’s state bird and flower.

Lark Bunting
Was extremely common at one time; has lost ground with conversion of prairies to farmland.
Still common, but surveys suggest declines in recent decades. Numbers vary widely from year to
year in many areas, making it difficult to monitor populations.

On the western plains in early summer the male Lark Bunting is impossible to overlook, as it
flutters up from the grass to deliver its varied flight song. In winter, when males and female alike
are patterned in streaky brown, the species is more subtle. Winter flocks of Lark Buntings occur
in dry open fields, where they suggest chunky, big-billed sparrows. When they fly, however, in
compact flocks sweeping low over the ground, some of them will flash patches of white or buff
in the wings.

Rocky Mountain Columbine
It is a herbaceous perennial plant often found at elevations of 2,100 to 3,700 m (6,900 to 12,100
ft). This beautiful plant can grow to 20–60 cm (8–24 in) tall, with flowers sprouting in
inflorescences produced from the shoot apical meristem.[2] The flowers are very variable in
color, from pale blue (as in the species name coerulea) to white, pale yellow and pinkish; very
commonly the flowers are bicolored, with the sepals a different shade to the petals. They consist
of five petals, five sepals and an ovary surrounded by 50 to 130 stamens. Five long spurs hang
below the calyx and contain nectar at their tips, accessible only to hawkmoths. In addition to
hawkmoths, pollinators for this flower include bumble-bees, solitary bees and syphrid flies.
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U.S. #1959 20¢ Connecticut
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1959 features a watercolor picturing an American robin and a Mountain laurel,
Connecticut’s state bird and flower.

American Robin
The American Robin is one of North America’s most familiar and widespread songbirds. Found
in forests, fields, parks, and backyards across North America—including Mexico, Canada, and
Alaska.

The American Robin belongs to the thrush family, which also includes bluebirds and solitai
Today, the American Robin exists in the form of seven subspecies, subtly differentiated by their
body size and plumage, with the exception of one subspecies in southern Baja California, which
sports pale gray-brown underparts in lieu of rusty tones.

Mountain Laurel
When it comes to spectacular flowers, most city gardeners have limited choices. The narrow
plots typically found behind most brownstones and row houses get little light due to neighboring
trees and adjacent buildings, so using showy plants that require hours of full sun is not realistic.

Show larger version of the image Mountain LaurelMountain Laurel
Kalmia latifolia (mountain laurel) in the Discovery Garden. Photo by Lee Patrick.
One often overlooked option is mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia). This shade-tolerant North
American shrub has gorgeous flowers that bloom in late spring and early summer. A close
relative of rhododendrons and azaleas, it’s an excellent choice for a shady garden. It’s also
evergreen, so even after the blooms have faded, its leathery deep green foliage provides a
welcome sign of life. Even in the coldest winter weather, when rhododendron leaves have curled
in on themselves, mountain laurel remains bravely open to the elements.
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U.S. #1960 20¢ Delaware
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1960 features a watercolor picturing a Blue Hen chicken and a Peach Blossom,
Delaware’s state bird and flower.

Blue Hen Chicken
This blue feathered chicken comes from the Mediterranean area where it is still found today
(although in very small numbers).  A rare beauty is a very apt description of this ancient breed.

It is a bird that enjoys its’ freedom and is very capable of surviving in adverse conditions.
The true origins of this breed are unknown, but it is likely that the landrace chickens (known as
Black Castilians) were bred together or with other local breeds of Castile, Spain, to create this
particular breed.

They eventually made their way to the US sometime between 1850 and 1855; no one is really
quite sure on the exact date. The American breeders then continued to improve the overall
appearance of the breed.

Peach Blossom
Peach blossom flowers range in color from very light pink -- which can appear almost white or
gray -- to red and lavender, depending on the cultivar, advises the University of Florida IFAS
Extension. Each single blossom is about 1 inch in diameter with five petals surrounding the
center. Some are quite large and showy, while others are much smaller with edges that curve
inward.

Each flower blooms singly or in pairs on short stalks called peduncles. They are usually
clustered close together, so it may appear as if they bloom in groups rather than on single stems.
Each flower pollinates itself before the bud even opens -- a process called cleistogamy.

The fruit attracts birds.
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U.S. #1961 20¢ Florida
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1961 features a watercolor picturing a Mockingbird and an orange blossom, Florida’s state
bird and flower.

Mockingbird
Mockingbirds are a group of New World passerine birds from the family Mimidae. They are best
known for the habit of some species mimicking the songs of other birds and the sounds of
insects and amphibians,often loudly and in rapid succession. There are about 17 species in three
genera. These do not appear to form a monophyletic lineage: Mimus and Nesomimus are quite
closely related; their closest living relatives appear to be thrashers, such as the sage thrasher.
Melanotis is more distinct because it seems to represent a very ancient basal lineage of Mimidae.

The only mockingbird commonly found in North America is the northern mockingbird (Mimus
polyglottos). The Greek word polyglottos means multiple languages.

Orange Blossom
The orange blossom (Citrus sinensis) was designated as the state flower of Florida in 1909. All
State Flowers

The blossom of the orange tree is one of the most fragrant flowers in Florida. Millions of white
flowers from orange trees perfume the air in central and southern Florida during orange blossom
time. Florida also recognizes the orange as official state fruit and orange juice as the state
beverage.

Citrus fruit, especially oranges, are a major part of Florida's economy. Florida produces the
majority of citrus fruit grown in the United States (in 2006, 67 percent of all citrus, 74 percent of
oranges, 58 percent of tangerines, and 54 percent of grapefruit). About 95 percent of commercial
orange production in the state is processed (mostly as orange juice).
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U.S. #1962 20¢ Georgia
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1962 features a watercolor picturing a Brown Thrasher and a Cherokee rose, Georgia’s
state bird and flower.

Brown Thrasher
Georgia's governor first proclaimed the brown thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) as the state bird in
1935, and it was finally recognized by Georgia legislature as the official state bird in 1970 (at the
request of the Garden Clubs of Georgia). An official game bird has also been adopted by the
state of Georgia.

The brown thrasher is a large bird (almost a foot in length) with a long, curved bill and a very
long tail. It has two prominent white wing bars, a rich brown color on its top side, and a creamy
white breast heavily streaked with brown.

Cherokee Rose
Georgia designated the Cherokee rose (Rosa laevigata) as the official state floral emblem in
1916 (with support from the Georgia Federation of Women's Clubs). Georgia also recognizes an
official state wildflower. All State Flowers

The name "Cherokee Rose" is derived from the Cherokee native American tribe-, who widely
distributed the plant. The flower is waxy white with a large golden center surrounded by vivid
green leaves. The Cherokee rose is a hardy plant with a profusion of thorns, blooming in early
spring (with sometimes a second flowering in the fall under favorable conditions).

The rose has been around for about 35 million years and grows naturally throughout North
America.  Roses are red, pink, white, or yellow and can have a wonderfully rich aroma.  The
petals and rose hips are edible and have been used in medicines since ancient times.  Rose hips
(the fruit of the rose which forms at base of the flower) are eaten in winter by wild birds and
other animals.
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U.S. #1963 20¢ Hawaii
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1963 features a watercolor picturing a Nene (a variety of goose) and a native Yellow
Hibiscus, Hawaii’s state bird and flower.

Hawaiian Goos or Nene
The plumage of male and female nene is identical.  Nene seldom swim and are not bothered by
predators or cold temperatures, so they do not fly as much and their wings are weak compared to
other geese. Today nene have feet that are only half as webbed as other geese, and longer toes
for climbing on the rocky Hawaiian surfaces. This unique bird is endangered.

Yellow Hibiscus
Hawaii  designated yellow hibiscus (Hibiscus brackenridgei), also known as Pua Aloalo or
Ma`o-hau-hele, as the official state flower in 1988.

Yellow hibiscus is found only in Hawaii - it grows on all the main Hawaiian islands, but it's
extremely rare (so few remain in the wild, that it's considered an endangered species).

Each Hawaiian island also designates an official flower or lei material (as well as an official
island color):
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U.S. #1964 20¢ Idaho           
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
On July 3, 1890, Idaho was admitted as America’s 43rd state.

Mountain Bluebird
The bluebird family is especially plentiful in Idaho's mountains. The mountain bluebird (Sialia
arctcia) is a small thrush found on ranch land and other open areas of the American West. It
prefers more open habitats than other bluebirds and can be found in colder habitats in winter
(mountain bluebirds tolerate colder habitats than other bluebirds).

The male mountain bluebird is a brilliant sky-blue, the female is gray with blue on her wings and
tail. The female mountain bluebird builds the nest without help from the male. The male
sometimes acts as if he is helping, but he either brings no nest material or he drops it on the way.

Mountain bluebirds hover over the ground and fly down to catch insects, and may also fly from a
perch to catch them. Their main diet consists of insects and berries. They may forage in flocks in
winter.

Syringa
Syringa (Philadelphus lewisii) is a woody shrub with clusters of white, fragrant flowers
(sometimes called mock orange) that grows up to 10 feet tall. The species name (lewisii) honors
Meriwether Lewis (of the Lewis & Clark expedition), who wrote about the plant in his journal.
This species is found only in the western states of Montana, Wyoming, Washington, and
California (however, similar flowers are found under different names throughout the northern
hemisphere).

Native Americans found many uses for syringa; the wood was used to make pipe stems, harpoon
shafts, bows, arrows, root digging sticks, and snowshoes. The bark and leaves of syringa were
used to make a soap.
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U.S. #1965 20¢ Illinois
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and st
ate capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of E
ngraving and Printing
Printing Method: P
hotogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1965 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and a native Violet, Illinois’ state bird and
flower.
 
Northern Cardinal
One of America's favorite backyard birds, cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song,
known for their "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles.

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet -black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).

Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female builds the nest and tends the
hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male then takes over the care of
this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a second clutch of eggs.

Violet
Violets are found growing on the prairie and on lawns, and also in the woods and wetlands of
Illinois. All State Flowers

In 1907 Illinois schoolchildren voted to select the violet as the state flower and the native oak as
state tree (other contenders for state flower were the wild rose and goldenrod). There are eight
different species of blue-flowering violets in Illinois; the most common is the dooryard violet
(Viola sororia).

The incentive for adopting state flowers was inspired during the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago.
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U.S. #1966 20¢ Indiana
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1966 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and a Peony, Indiana’s state bird and
flower.

Norther Cardinal
Indiana designated the northern cardinal (Richmondena Cardinalis) as official state bird in 1933. 
 Related to grosbeaks and buntings, Northern cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song -
recognized by their "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles.
They are widespread, abundant, and current populations appear stable.

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy-brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet -black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).  Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female
builds the nest and tends the hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male
then takes over the care of this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a
second clutch of eggs.

Peony
The peony (Paeonia) was designated as the state flower of Indiana in 1957 (from 1931 to 1957
the zinnia was the state flower). No particular variety or color of peony was designated by the
Indiana General Assembly.
The Peony flower occurs in single and double forms and is cultivated widely throughout Indiana.
This showy flower blooms in various shades of red, pink, yellow, and white in late spring and
early summer. Peonies are also extensively grown as ornamental plants for their very large, often
scented flowers. Native to Asia, southern Europe and western North America, the peony is
among the longest-used flowers in ornamental culture.
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U.S. #1967 20¢ Iowa
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1967 features a watercolor picturing an Eastern Goldfinch and a Wild Prairie Rose, Iowa’s
state bird and flower.

Eastern Goldfinch
Iowa designated the eastern goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) as the official state bird in 1933. Also
called American goldfinch or wild canary, the eastern goldfinch is found throughout Iowa and
often stays through the winter months.

The diet of the eastern Goldfinch consists mainly of seeds from dandelions, sunflowers,
ragweed, and evening primrose. The male goldfinch has a bright yellow body with black wings
and tail, and black on top of his head. The female's plumage is more muted with an olive-yellow
body and dark brown tail and wings (the male goldfinch also displays this same dull plumage in
the winter months).

Wild Rose
he wild rose was adopted as the state flower of Iowa in 1897. Although no particular species was
designated by the Iowa Legislature, the wild prairie rose (Rosa Pratincole) is usually cited as the
official flower.
Wild roses bloom from June through late summer throughout Iowa - the petals come in varying
shades of pink, with yellow stamens at the flower's center.

The rose has been around for about 35 million years and grows naturally throughout North
America.  Roses are red, pink, white, or yellow and can have a wonderfully rich aroma.  The
petals and rose hips are edible and have been used in medicines since ancient times.  Rose hips
(the fruit of the rose which forms at base of the flower) are eaten in winter by wild birds and
other animals. The rose is our national flower and the state flower of New York, the Cherokee
rose is the state flower of Georgia, and the wild prairie rose is also the state flower of North
Dakota.
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U.S. #1968 20¢ Kansas
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1968 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and a Sunflower, Kansas’
state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
The western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) was designated the official state bird of Kansas in
1937. 
The Western meadowlark is a familiar songbird of open country across the western two-thirds of
the continent. In the same family as blackbirds and orioles, adults have a black and white striped
head; long, pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow throat; and a distinctive black "V" on
breast. The western meadowlark is often seen perched on fence-posts in grasslands and
agricultural areas singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their flute-like song usually ends with 3
descending notes).

Wild Native Sunflower
Kansas designated the wild native sunflower as official state flower and floral emblem in 1903.
Native Americans were using native sunflowers for food over 3,000 years ago. These wild
sunflower seeds were only about 5 mm. long. Over hundreds of years and careful husbandry
(selecting only the largest seeds for cultivation), the Plains tribes began the development of
today's large modern sunflower, rich with oil.

Sunflower heads consist of 1,000 to 2,000 individual flowers joined together by a receptacle
base. The large petals around the edge of a head are actually individual ray flowers, which do
not develop into seed.

There are more than 60 species of sunflowers. The native sunflower grows to 15 feet tall with
flower heads up to 2 feet in diameter, and can produce over 1,000 seeds from one plant. The
flower head turns and faces the sun throughout the day - tracking the sun's movement. Sunflower
seeds are rich in protein and yield a high-quality vegetable oil.

Official Birds and Flowers 18 August 24, 2020



U.S. #1969 20¢ Kentucky
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1969 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and a Goldenrod, Kentucky’s state bird
and flower.

Norther Cardinal
Indiana designated the northern cardinal (Richmondena Cardinalis) as official state bird in 1933. 
 Related to grosbeaks and buntings, Northern cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song -
recognized by their "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles.
They are widespread, abundant, and current populations appear stable.

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy-brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet -black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).  Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female
builds the nest and tends the hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male
then takes over the care of this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a
second clutch of eggs.

Goldenrod
Goldenrod was designated the official state flower of Kentucky in 1926.

About thirty varieties of goldenrod are found in Kentucky and it grows throughout the state.
Although the statute does not specify a particular variety of goldenrod, Kentucky legislature's
website does (Solidago gigantea).
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U.S. #1970 features a watercolor picturing a Brown Pelican and a Magnolia, Louisiana’s state
bird and flower.

Brown Pelican
The brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) was designated the official state bird of Louisiana in
1966. Early European settlers were impressed with the pelican's generous and nurturing attitude
toward their young, and the brown pelican has been a symbol of Louisiana since that time.

The state bird of Louisiana is unique among the world's seven species of pelicans. The brown
pelican is found along the ocean shores and not on inland lakes. It is the only dark pelican, and
also the only one that plunges from the air into the water to catch its food.

Magnolia
The magnolia blossom was designated the state flower of Louisiana in 1900. The southern
magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) is a medium size hardwood tree that grows in the southwest
USA (also called evergreen magnolia, bull-bay, big-laurel, little gem or large-flower magnolia).
The large, fragrant white flowers and leathery evergreen leaves make the magnolia tree popular
around the world as an ornamental.

The seeds are eaten by squirrels, opossums, quail, and turkey. The leaves, fruit, bark and wood
yield extracts with potential use in pharmaceuticals. The lumber is used to make furniture,
pallets, and veneer.
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U.S. #1971 features a watercolor picturing a Chickadee and a White Pine Cone, Maine’s state
bird and flower.

Black-capped Chickadee
Maine designated the black-capped chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) as the official state bird in
1927. The black-capped chickadee is a member of the titmouse family (also known as the
titmouse, tomtit, and the dickybird). A common backyard bird, black-capped chickadees inhabit
the northern two thirds of the United States and much of Canada . They are found deep in the
forests and in suburban areas.

A minuscule, cheerfully sociable bird, the energetic black-capped chickadee does not migrate -
we can enjoy them all year long! The unique call of the chickadee is one of the most complex in
the animal kingdom - very slight variations in the "chick-a-dee" can act as an alarm call, a
contact call, or can be used to relay information when they recognize another flock.

The black-capped chickadee is monogamous and when a pair bonds, they remain together for
life. The female builds their nest in abandoned woodpecker cavities or nesting boxes.

White Pine Cone and Tassel
Maine designated the white pine cone and tassel (Pinus strobus, linnaeus) as the official state
floral emblem in 1895.  The white pine (also the state tree of Maine) is considered the largest
conifer in the northeastern United States. Maine's nickname is "the pine tree state" and the
eastern white pine appears on the state flag, seal, and Maine quarter.

Selection of a state floral emblem was inspired by the "National Garland of Flowers" at the 1893
World's Fair, which was made of individual state flowers or floral emblems which were
specified by each of the state legislatures (many states selected their official flower symbol as a
direct result of this garland).
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U.S. #1972 features a watercolor picturing a Baltimore Oriole and a Black-Eyed Susan,
Maryland’s state bird and flower.

Baltimore Oriole
Maryland designated the Baltimore oriole (Icterus galbula) as the official state bird in 1947.

The Baltimore oriole is a strikingly distinctive inhabitant of Maryland's parks and suburban
areas, and Maryland birders eagerly await this beautiful songbird's migration each spring. The
female Baltimore oriole's feathers are brownish-olive and dull orange, but the male's plumage is
black and a brilliant golden-orange, similar to colors in the Calvert shield, which is seen on
Maryland's state seal and state flag (and also reflected in the gold and black colors of Maryland's
state insect, state flower, and state cat).

Black-Eyed Susan
Maryland designated black-eyed Susan as the official state floral emblem in 1918. Black-eyed
Susan’s are common in Maryland fields and roadsides, and the black and gold colors match the
state bird, state insect, and even the state cat. 

The black-eyed Susan is a daisy-like wildflower with yellow petals and a dark brown center that
grows in dry places. A member of the sunflower family and native to the United States east of
the Rocky Mountains, .

Black-eyed Susan plants reach 2 to 3 feet in height, blooming between May and August. The
flower heads measure 2 to 3 inches in diameter. The scientific name for the black-eyed Susan is
Rudbeckia hirta; "hirta" is Latin for "rough hairy" (as the prominent center of the flower is).

The root of the black-eyed Susan is used in traditional and folk remedies to treat colds.
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U.S. #1973 features a watercolor picturing a Black-Capped Chickadee and a Mayflower,
Massachusetts’ state bird and flower.

Black-Capped Chickadee
The black-capped chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) was designated the state bird of
Massachusetts in 1941.

A minuscule, cheerfully sociable bird, the energetic black-capped chickadee does not migrate -
so we can enjoy them all year long! The black-capped chickadee is a member of the titmouse
family (also known as the titmouse, tomtit, and the dickybird).  The unique call of the chickadee
is one of the most complex in the animal kingdom - very slight variations in the "chick-a-dee"
can act as an alarm call, a contact call, or can be used to relay information when they recognize
another flock.

A common backyard bird, black-capped chickadees inhabit the northern two-thirds of the United
States and much of Canada. They are found deep in the forests as well as suburban areas. The
black-capped chickadee is omnivorous (eats both plants and animals).

The black-capped chickadee is monogamous and when a pair bonds, they remain together for
life. The female builds their nest in abandoned woodpecker cavities or nesting boxes.
Sometimes, the female will fashion her own cavity in a rotten tree trunk, not an easy task for a
bird with such a tiny bill. The male feeds the female during the nest building and during the time
she is brooding her clutch of six to eight eggs. When the babies hatch, both parents share the job
of feeding them.

Mayflower
The fragrant, delicate mayflower (Epigaea regens) has been on the endangered list since 1925.
Also known as ground laurel or trailing arbutus, mayflowers prefer sandy or rocky soil, under or
near evergreens.
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U.S. #1974 features a watercolor picturing a Robin and an Apple Blossom, Michigan’s state bird
and flower.

Robin
The legislation noted that "the robin redbreast is the best known and best loved of all the birds in
the state of Michigan." 

Robins were named by early settlers after the familiar robin red-breast of Europe (a bird with
similar markings that is not closely related to the American Robin).

The most widespread thrush in North America (because of its adaptation to human-modified
habitats), robins are a familiar backyard bird often observed pulling up earthworms on suburban
lawns.

Apple Blossom
Michigan designated the apple blossom as official state flower in 1897.

From the legislation: "Our blossoming apple trees add much to the beauty of our landscape, and
Michigan apples have gained a worldwide reputation. At least one of the most fragrant and
beautiful species of apple, the Pyrus coronaria, is native to our state. Michigan has been one of
the leading producers of apples and apple products since those early days."

Official Birds and Flowers 24 August 24, 2020



U.S. #1975 20¢ Minnesota
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #1975 features a watercolor picturing a Common Loon and a Pink and White Lady’s
Slipper, Minnesota’s state bird and flower.

Common Loon
The common loon (Gavia immer) was adopted as the official state bird of Minnesota in 1961.

Loons are known for their cries, wails, and yodels - their eerie, echoing calls are a distinctive
feature of Minnesota’s northern lakes. Approximately 12,000 of these unique birds make their
summer homes in Minnesota.

Loons are large black and white birds with red eyes; they have wingspans up to five feet and
body lengths up to three feet. Although clumsy on land, loons are high-speed flyers and excellent
underwater swimmers (they will dive to depths of 90 feet in pursuit of fish).

Showy Lady Slipper
The pink and white lady slipper (Cypripedium reginae) was designated the official state flower
of Minnesota in 1967.

Lady slippers (also called moccasin flower) can live up to 50 years but develop slowly, taking up
to 16 years to produce their first flower. Since 1925 this rare wildflower has been protected by
Minnesota state law (it is illegal to pick the flowers or to uproot or unearth the plants). Lady
slippers are listed as threatened and endangered by many states.
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U.S. #1976 features a watercolor picturing a Mockingbird and a Magnolia, Mississippi’s state
bird and flower.

Mockingbird
The mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) was designated the official state bird of Mississippi in
1944.

Northern Mockingbirds have extraordinary vocal abilities - they can sing up to 200 songs,
including the songs of other birds, insect and amphibian sounds, even an occasional mechanical
noise.

Magnolia
Mississippi designated the magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) as the official state flower in 1952.
Mississippi's nickname is "The Magnolia State," the state tree is the magnolia, and the magnolia
is featured on the U.S. Mint's bicentennial commemorative quarter for Mississippi.

The magnolia was selected by the schoolchildren of Mississippi through an election held in
1900. The magnolia received 12,745 votes; the cotton blossom 4,171; and the cape jasmine
2,484.
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Missouri Becomes 24th State 

On August 10, 1821, President James Monroe signed legislation adding Missouri to the Union as
our 24th state.

Eastern Bluebird
Missouri designated the lovely eastern bluebird (Sialia sialis) as the official state bird in 1927.

The Eastern bluebird is a medium sized songbird (small thrush), with a short tail, chunky body,
large round head, short black bill, a reddish-orange chest, and blue wings and tail (the female is
a drab gray-blue with duller reddish chest, and juveniles have a spotted chest and back). The
bluebird's song is a rich warbling whistle broken into short phrases (Tu-wheet-tudu) or a dry
chatter. 

The male Eastern Bluebird performs a "Nest Demonstration Display" to attract the female. He
brings nest material to the hole, goes in and out, and perches above it waving his wings. This is
his only contribution to nest building (the female eastern bluebird builds the nest and incubates
the eggs). The nest is made with woven grasses or pine needles, and lined with fine grass, hair,
or feathers.

Red Hawthorn
Missouri designated the white hawthorn blossom as the official state flower in 1923. Hawthorn,
a woody plant that can reach 20 feet in height, belongs to the rose family (similar to plants like
rose, apple and spirea). The tiny apple-like fruit (pomes) of the hawthorn is collected to make
jam and also provides food for birds and small mammals.  
The legislation does not name a specific variety of hawthorn, but the Missouri Department of
Conservation believes the downy hawthorn (Crataegus mollis) should receive the recognition.
Missouri is home to over 75 species of hawthorn, particularly in the Ozarks.
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U.S. #1978 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and a Bitterroot, Montana’s
state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
The western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) was designated the official state bird of Montana
in 1931. A familiar songbird of open country in the western two-thirds of North America - the
western meadowlark was chosen overwhelmingly by Montana's school children to represent the
state.

In the same family as blackbirds and orioles, adult western meadowlark have a black and white
striped head; long, pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow throat; and a distinctive black "V"
on breast. The western meadowlark is often seen perched on fence-posts in grasslands and
agricultural areas singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their flute-like song usually ends with 3
descending notes).

Bitterroot
Montana designated bitterroot (Lewisia rediviva) as the official state flower in 1895. 

Bitterroot can be found during spring and summer, growing in the sagebrush plains and the
foothills of the mountains in western and south central Montana.

Native Americans such as the Shoshone and Flathead Indians used the roots for food and trade.
The bitter root of the low-growing perennial plant was cooked and usually mixed with berries or
meat. The Lemhi Shoshone believed the small red core found in the upper taproot had special
powers (notably being able to stop a bear attack).
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U.S. #1979 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and a Goldenrod, Nebraska’s
state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
Nebraska designated the western meadowlark as official state bird in 1929. The Western
Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) is a familiar songbird of open country across the western
two-thirds of the continent.  
In the same family as blackbirds and orioles, adults have a black and white striped head; long,
pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow throat; and a distinctive black "V" on breast. The
western meadowlark is often seen perched on fence-posts in grasslands and agricultural areas
singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their flute-like song usually ends with 3 descending notes).

Western meadowlark’s forage on the ground and beneath the soil for insects, grain and weed
seeds (it's estimated that at least 65-70% of their diet consists of beetles, cutworms, caterpillars,
grasshoppers, spiders, sow bugs, and snails). They also nest on the ground - constructing a cup of
dried grasses and bark woven into the surrounding vegetation. This nest may be open or have a
partial or full grass roof, and sometimes a grass entry tunnel several feet long.

Goldenrod
Goldenrod was designated the official state flower of Nebraska in 1895 to "foster a feeling of
pride in our state, and stimulate an interest in the history and traditions of the commonwealth." It
was later said by Ida Brockman (daughter of representative John M. Brockman) that the state
flower "... has a long season, and nothing could better represent the hardy endurance of
Nebraska's pioneers" (goldenrod flowers appear from July through October).

The original legislation spelled the flower "golden rod" and referred to it as "Solidago serotina" -
today this species is called giant goldenrod (Solidago gigantea). Numerous species of goldenrod
are native to Nebraska and grow throughout the state.
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U.S. #1980 features a watercolor picturing a Mountain Bluebird and a Sagebrush, Nevada’s state
bird and flower.

Mountain Bluebird
Nevada designated the mountain bluebird (Sialia currucoides) as the official state bird in 1967.
A member of the thrush family, the mountain bluebird lives in Nevada's high country and sings
with a clear, short warble.

The mountain bluebird is a small thrush found on ranchland and other open areas of the
American West. It prefers more open habitats than other bluebirds and can be found in colder
habitats in winter. Only the female bluebird builds the nest. The male sometimes acts as if he is
helping, but he either brings no nest material or he drops it on the way.

The male is a spectacular azure blue with a white belly, while the female is brown with a bluish
rump, tail, and wings. Mountain bluebirds hover over the ground and fly down to catch insects
(and may also fly from a perch to catch them). Their main diet consists of insects and berries.
They may forage in flocks in winter.

Sagebrush
Nevada designated sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata or trifida) as the official state flower in 1917.
Sagebrush (also called big sagebrush, common sagebrush, blue sagebrush, or black sagebrush) is
a coarse, hardy, silvery gray-green bush that grows in the desert southwest of the United States.
Sagebrush has a strong pungent fragrance, especially when wet. Native Americans used the
leaves of sagebrush for medicine and sagebrush bark for weaving mats.

Sagebrush bushes grow up to 12 feet (along rivers or other relatively wet areas - more typically it
grows 3-6 feet in height) and produces small yellow and white flowers in the late summer or
early fall.
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New Hampshire Becomes 9th State 

On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire ratified the U.S. Constitution and was admitted to the Union.

Purple Finch
The purple finch (Carpodacus purpureus) was designated the official state bird of New
Hampshire in 1957. The selection of the purple finch as a symbol of New Hampshire was
supported by the Audubon Society of New Hampshire, the New Hampshire Federation of Garden
Clubs, and the State Federation of Women’s Clubs.

Lilac
New Hampshire designated the purple lilac as the official state flower in 1919. The apple
blossom, purple aster, wood lily, mayflower, goldenrod, wild pasture rose, evening primrose and
buttercup were all considered, but the purple lilac was chosen because it symbolizes the hardy
character of the men and women of the Granite State.

A lilac bush can live for hundreds of years. There are over 1,000 varieties of lilacs in several
colors including white and pink. Originally from Europe and Asia, lilacs date back to the 1750's
in America - they were planted in our first botanical gardens and both George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson grew lilacs in their gardens. New York recognizes lilac as the official state
bush.
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U.S. #1982 features a watercolor picturing an Eastern Goldfinch and a common Meadow Violet,
New Jersey’s state bird and flower.

American Goldfinch
New Jersey designated the eastern goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) as the official state bird in 1935.

Also called wild canary, American goldfinch, or willow goldfinch, the eastern goldfinch eats 
primarily seeds from dandelions, sunflowers, ragweed, and evening primrose. The male
goldfinch has a bright yellow body with black wings and tail, and black on top of his head. The
female's plumage is more muted with an olive-yellow body and dark brown tail and wings (the
male goldfinch also displays this same dull plumage in the winter months).

Violet
New Jersey originally adopted violet as the state flower in 1913, but the resolution's power
ended when the 1914 legislative session began. It wasn't until 1971, at the urging of New Jersey
garden clubs, that legislation was finally passed to specify the common meadow violet (Viola
sororia) as the official state flower of New Jersey.

In the spring beautiful, delicate violets are seen sprinkling New Jersey lawns, fields, and
meadows. The flower has five petals that are usually blue to purple in color, sometimes white,
with darker veins that radiate out from the throat of the flower blossom. Violets have simple
leaves that grow only at the base of the plant.
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U.S. #1983 features a watercolor picturing a Roadrunner and a Yucca flower, New Mexico’s
state bird and flower.

Roadrunner
The greater roadrunner  (Geococcyx californianus) was designated the official state bird of New
Mexico in 1949. 

Also called the chaparral bird, el correcaminos, and el paisano, the iconic roadrunner inhabits
desert and shrubby country in the southwestern United States and northern Mexico. Although a
roadrunner is capable of flight, it spends most of the time on the ground, running at speeds of 15
miles per hour (or more) to catch its prey (insects, small reptiles, rodents, tarantulas, scorpions
and small birds). The Hopi and Pueblo Indian tribes believed that the roadrunner provided
protection against evil spirits.

Yucca Flower
New Mexico designated the blossom of the desert yucca plant (pronounced “yuh-ka”) as the
official state flower in 1927. Seeing these lovely flowers in abundance on the plains and deserts
of New Mexico, early settlers called them “our Lord’s candles.” The roots of yucca glauca (or
soapweed yucca) were also found to be an excellent substitute for soap and shampoo, as was
yucca elata (commonly called "soaptree yucca").

Yuccas have a unique, specialized pollination system. They are pollinated by the yucca moth,
which carefully and deliberately transfers the pollen from the stamens of one plant to the stigma
of another, and at the same time lays an egg in the flower. The moth larvae then consumes a
small amount of the developing seeds.

Many yuccas have edible parts, including fruits, seeds, flowers, stems, and sometimes the roots.
Dried yucca wood has the lowest ignition temperature of any wood, which makes it desirable for
starting fires.
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U.S. #1984 features a watercolor picturing a Bluebird and a Rose, New York’s state bird and
flower.

Eastern Bluebird
One of the first birds to return north each spring, the lovely eastern bluebird was designated the
official state bird of New York in 1970.

The eastern bluebird (Sialia sialis) is a medium-sized songbird (a small thrush), with a short tail,
chunky body, large round head, short black bill, a reddish-orange chest, and blue wings and tail
(the female is a drab gray-blue with duller reddish chest, and juveniles have a spotted chest and
back). Their diet consists of insects and small fruits. The eastern bluebird's song is a rich
warbling whistle broken into short phrases (Tu-wheet-tudu), or a dry chatter.

Rose
The rose was designated as the official state flower of New York in 1955 (a rose of any color or
combination of colors).

he rose is a symbol of love and beauty (as well as war and politics) the world over. The rose is
also our national flower; the state flower of Georgia is the Cherokee rose; and the wild prairie
rose is the state flower of Iowa and North Dakota. 

The rose has been around for about 35 million years and grows naturally throughout North
America.  Roses are red, pink, white, or yellow and can have a wonderfully rich aroma.  The
petals and rose hips are edible and have been used in medicines since ancient times.  Rose hips
(the fruit of the rose which forms at base of the flower) are eaten in winter by wild birds and
other animals. The rose has played an important role in myth, history, and poetry from ancient
times to the present. 
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U.S. #1985 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and a Dogwood, North Carolina’s state
bird and flower.

Cardinal
North Carolina designated the northern cardinal (cardinalis) as official state bird in 1943. One of
America's favorite backyard birds, cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song - known for
their "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles.

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buff brown with reddish wings; both have a
jet-black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).

Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female builds the nest and tends the
hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male then takes over the care of
this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a second clutch of eggs.

Flowering Dogwood
The blossom of the dogwood tree (Cornus florida) was designated as the official state flower of
North Carolina in 1941. The Dogwood is one of the most common trees in North Carolina,
found in all parts of the state from the mountains to the coast.
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U.S. #1986 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and a Wild Prairie Rose,
North Dakota’s state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
The western meadowlark (Sturnella Neglecta) was designated official state bird of North Dakota
in 1947. 

The western meadowlark is a familiar songbird of open country across the western two-thirds of
the continent (from Wisconsin to Texas and west to the Pacific). In the same family as
blackbirds and orioles, adults are 8-11 inches long and have a black and white striped head; a
long, pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow throat; and a distinctive black "V" on breast. The
western meadowlark is often seen perched on fence-posts in grasslands and agricultural areas
singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their flute-like song usually ends with 3 descending notes).

Wild Prairie Rose
North Dakota designated the wild prairie rose (Rosa blanda or Rosa arkansana) as the official
state flower in 1907. Found growing along North Dakota roadsides, in pastures, and in native
meadows, the wild prairie rose has five bright pink petals with a cluster of yellow stamens in the
center (Iowa also recognizes the wild prairie rose as the state flower). All State Flowers

The rose has been around for about 35 million years and grows naturally throughout North
America.  Roses are red, pink, white, or yellow and can have a wonderfully rich aroma.  The
petals and rose hips are edible and have been used in medicines since ancient times.  Rose hips
(the fruit of the rose which forms at base of the flower) are eaten in winter by wild birds and
other animals.
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U.S. #1987 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and a Scarlet Carnation, Ohio’s state bird
and flower.

Cardinal
Ohio designated the northern cardinal (cardinalis) as official state bird in 1933.  One of
America's favorite backyard birds, northern cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song -
known for their familiar "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty"
whistles.

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy-brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet-black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).

Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female builds the nest and tends the
hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male then takes over the care of
this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a second clutch of eggs.

Red Carnation
Ohio designated the red carnation (Dianthus caryophyllus) as the official state flower in 1904.

he red carnation was chosen to honor President William McKinley (an Ohioan) who was
assassinated in 1901. President McKinley liked to wear red carnations on the lapel of his jacket.
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U.S. #1988 features a watercolor picturing a Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher and Mistletoe,
Oklahoma’s state bird and flower.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Oklahoma designated the elegant scissor-tailed flycatcher (Muscivora forficata) as the official
state bird in 1951.Oklahoma is the center of the nesting range of the scissor-tailed flycatcher - a
strikingly beautiful and graceful bird (sometimes called swallow-tailed flycatcher). In late
summer large flocks of up to 1,000 birds form prior to migration to their winter range in
southern Mexico and Central America (with some in southern Florida).

Protected by law, the scissor-tailed flycatcher is of great economic value; its diet consists almost
entirely of non-useful and harmful insect species such as grasshoppers, crickets, and beetles.

This songbird's unique scissor-like tail can be twice as long as its body. The scissor-tailed
flycatcher catches most prey by aerial hawking, but will also grab insects directly off vegetation.

The scissor-tailed flycatcher uses many human produced materials in its nest (such as string,
cloth, paper, carpet fuzz, and cigarette filters). One study of nests found that artificial materials
accounted for 30% of the weight of nests. The overall population seems stable, but it is declining
in Oklahoma.

Mistletoe
Oklahoma designates mistletoe (phoradendron serotinum) as the official state floral emblem.
Mistletoe is the oldest of Oklahoma's symbols (adopted in 1893 as the official territorial flower -
14 years before statehood). Oklahoma also recognizes a state flower (adopted in 2004) and a
state wildflower (adopted in 1986). 
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U.S. #1989 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and Oregon Grape, Oregon’s
state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
The western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) was chosen as the state bird of Oregon in 1927 by
the state's school children in a poll sponsored by the Oregon Audubon Society. 

The western meadowlark is a familiar songbird of open country across the western two-thirds of
the North American continent (it's also the state bird of Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana,
and North Dakota). In the same family as blackbirds and orioles, adults are 8-11 inches long and
have a black and white striped head; a long, pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow throat;
and a distinctive black "V" on breast. The western meadowlark is often seen perched on
fence-posts in grasslands and agricultural areas singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their
flute-like song usually ends with 3 descending notes).

Oregon Grape
Oregon designated the Oregon grape blossom as the official state flower in 1899.

Also called holly-leaved barberry, the Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium) is a shrub native to
much of the Pacific coast and is also found sparsely east of the Cascades. Its year-round foliage
of pinnated, waxy green leaves resembles holly and resists wilting (the foliage is sometimes used
by florists for greenery).

The Oregon grape plant bears dainty yellow flowers in early summer and a dark blue berry that
ripens late in the fall. The fruit is tart and bitter, containing large seeds, but can be used in
cooking (it's used to make jelly locally). The inner bark of the larger stems and roots of Oregon
grape can be used to make a yellow dye. Oregon grape root is also used medicinally.
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U.S. #1990 features a watercolor picturing a Ruffled Grouse and Mountain Laurel,
Pennsylvania’s state bird and flower.

Ruffled Grouse
he ruffed grouse (Bonasa umbellus) was designated the official state bird of Pennsylvania in
1931. Sometimes called the partridge, the ruffed grouse is one of 10 species of grouse native to
North America, ranging mostly in regions where snow is an important part of the winter scene
(consistently covering the ground from late November to at least late March). The ruffed grouse
is a hardy bird which thrives during severe winters that decimate flocks of quail, pheasants, and
turkeys.

Male ruffed grouse are aggressively territorial throughout their adult lives, defending a 6-10 acre
piece of woodland shared with one or two hens. The male ruffed grouse proclaims his property
rights by engaging in a "drumming" display. This sound is made by beating his wings against the
air to create a vacuum. The drummer usually stands on a log, stone or mound of dirt to drum - a
stage for his display that also enables a more distant view. Drumming occurs throughout the
year, so long as his " drumming log" is not too deeply buried under snow. In spring, drumming
becomes more frequent and prolonged as the ruffed grouse cock advertises his location to hens
seeking a mate.

Mountain Laurel
Mountain laurel was designated as Pennsylvania's official state flower in 1933.  Mountain laurel
is an evergreen shrub native to the eastern United States (from southern Maine to northern
Florida and west to Indiana and Louisiana).

Mountain laurel is also called ivybush, calico bush, sheep laurel, lambkill, clamoun, and
spoonwood (native Americans used to make spoons from the wood). The mountain laurel is one
of the most beautiful of native American shrubs and the fragrant star-shaped white and pink
flowers have attracted travelers since early colonial days (first recorded in America in 1624).
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U.S. #1991 features a watercolor picturing a Rhode Island Red and a violet, Rhode Island’s state
bird and flower.

Rhode Island Red
The Rhode Island red chicken was designated the official state bird of Rhode Island in 1954.

The Rhode Island Red was chosen during an election sponsored by the Audubon Society of
Rhode Island, the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs, and the Providence Journal
Company (other contenders included the osprey and ruby-throated hummingbird).

When the bill was signed into law, then-Governor Dennis J. Roberts stated: "The Rhode Island
red has become a symbol of Rhode Islanders all over the world."

Violet
Rhode Island was the last state to adopt an official state flower. Although the delicate, beautiful
violet (viola sororia) was voted as the state flower by Rhode Island's school children in 1897, the
flower was not officially adopted by the state legislature until 1968.

There are 400-500 species of violet (viola) distributed around the world, most in the temperate
northern hemisphere. Illinois and New Jersey also adopted the diminutive violet as their state
flower symbol. 
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U.S. #1992 features a watercolor picturing a Carolina Wren and Carolina Jessamine, the state of
South Carolina’s official bird and flower.

Carolina Wren
South Carolina designated the Carolina wren as the official state bird in 1948. Found throughout
the state, the Carolina wren is also featured on the South Carolina quarter.

The Carolina wren replaced the mockingbird (South Carolina's original state bird adopted in
1942). The legislation also specifies that intentionally killing either bird in the state of South
Carolina is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine and jail time.

The Carolina wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) is a small bird with conspicuous white stripes
over the eyes. The back of its body is brownish-red and its tail is finely barred with black. The
song of the Carolina wren is described as " tea-ket-tle, tea-ket-tle, tea-ket-tle" and can be heard
year-round, day and night, in all kinds of weather.

Carolina Jessamine
Yellow jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens) was designated the official state flower of South
Carolina in 1924.

Selected not only for the flower's beauty and sweet fragrance, but because Carolina jessamine is
found throughout South Carolina and "its delicate flower suggests the pureness of gold; its
perpetual return out of the dead winter suggests the lesson of constancy in, loyalty to, and
patriotism in the service of the State" (quote from South Carolina legislature). Yellow jessamine
is also featured on the South Carolina quarter.

Yellow jessamine is a hardy evergreen flowering vine native to southeastern United States
(sometimes referred to erroneously as "Carolina jasmine"). It is beautiful but all parts of the
plant are poisonous.
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U.S. #1993 features a watercolor picturing a Ring-Necked Pheasant and an American Pasque
Flower, South Dakota’s state bird and flower.

Ring-Necked Pheasant
South Dakota designated the Chinese ring-necked pheasant as the official state bird in 1943. A
ring-necked pheasant is also featured on the U.S. Mint's South Dakota quarter.

Male ring-necked pheasants are strikingly beautiful with iridescent copper-and-gold plumage, a
red face, and bright white collar on its neck. Female coloring is muted and blends in with the
field habitat (basically brown with black spotting on the sides and thin, black bars on their tails).

Ring-necked pheasants prefer to walk or run, flying only when disturbed or pursued by a
predator. These birds were introduced to the United States from Asia in the 1880's. They forage
on the ground for waste grain, other seeds, and insects.

Pasqueflower 
South Dakota designated the American pasque (Pulsatilla hirsutissima) as the official state
flower in 1903.

Pasque (or pasqueflower) is a solitary tallgrass prairie flower that grows wild throughout South
Dakota. Also called the May Day flower, prairie crocus, wind flower, Easter flower, and
meadow anemone, the lovely lavender pasque is one of the first flowers to bloom in the spring,
often before the winter snows have thawed. Pasque flowers were used as a medicine by Native
Americans for centuries.

The pasque flower is a member of the buttercup family and is highly toxic. Some sources place
the pasque flower in the genus Anemone, others the genus Pulsatilla.
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U.S. #1994 features a watercolor picturing a Mockingbird and an Iris, Tennessee’s state bird and
flower.

Mockingbird
Tennessee designated the mockingbird (genus Mimus polyglottos) as the official state bird in
1933, selected through an election conducted by the Tennessee Ornithological Society (the
northern mockingbird is also a state symbol of Florida, Arkansas, Texas, and Mississippi.
Tennessee also recognized a state game bird in 1988.

The northern mockingbird is considered one of the finest songbirds in North America.
Mockingbirds have extraordinary vocal abilities - they can sing up to 200 songs, including their
own melodious songs, the songs of other birds, insect and amphibian sounds, even an occasional
mechanical noise. Northern Mockingbirds are related to the brown thrasher (Georgia's state bird)
and the catbird.  

Tennessee also has a 2nd state bird the Bobwhite Quail. 

Iris
In 1933 Tennessee recognized iris (genus Iridaceae) as the state flower without re-designating
the existing state flower adopted in 1919 (passion flower), so legislation was passed in 1973
distinguishing the iris as the "state cultivated flower" and the passion flower as the "state
wildflower" (a second wildflower was adopted in 2012; the Tennessee coneflower).

The iris flower comes in a variety of colors and Tennessee legislation does not specify any one
in particular, but purple iris is commonly accepted as the cultivated flower symbol of Tennessee.
"When it's Iris Time in Tennessee" (by Willa Waid Newman) is one of Tennessee's state songs.

Tennessee also has a state flower Tennessee Coneflower.
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U.S. #1995 features a watercolor picturing a Mockingbird and Bluebonnet, Texas’ state bird and
flower.

Mockingbird
Texas designated the mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) as official state bird in 1927 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 8, 40th Legislature)

Northern Mockingbirds have extraordinary vocal abilities; they can sing up to 200 songs,
including the songs of other birds, insect and amphibian sounds, even an occasional mechanical
noise. The northern mockingbird is also the state bird of Florida, Arkansas, Tennessee and
Mississippi.

The Texas legislature noted that the mockingbird; "... is found in all parts of the State, in winter
and in summer, in the city and in the country, on the prairie and in the woods and hills ... is a
singer of distinctive type, a fighter for the protection of his home, falling, if need be, in its
defense, like any true Texan ..."

Bluebonnet
Texas designated the bluebonnet as the official state flower in 1901. Bluebonnet flowers were
named for the blue color and sunbonnet-shaped petals (though not all bluebonnets are blue). All
State Flowers

Bluebonnets are not  just the state flower - Texas has also designated an official bluebonnet
tartan, bluebonnet city (Ennis, Texas), bluebonnet trail (also in Ennis), bluebonnet festival
(Chappell Hill Bluebonnet Festival), and bluebonnet flower song.
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U.S. #1996 features a watercolor picturing a California Gull and a Sego Lily, Utah’s state bird
and flower.

California Gull
Utah designated the California gull (Larus californicus) as official state bird in 1955. 

The Sea Gull Monument in Salt Lake City honors the gull, who saved the people of Utah by
consuming the Rocky Mountain crickets which were destroying all the crops in 1848. Quote
from monument:

California gulls are gymnasts of the sky - they perform amazing aeronautic maneuvers and
sometimes appear motionless in midair by positioning themselves to catch wind currents with
graceful precision. These gentle birds are considered very beneficial by agriculturalists.

Sego Lily
Utah designated the sego lily (Calochortus nuttalli) as the official state flower in 1911. All State
Flowers

Blooming in early summer, the sego lily has white, lilac, or yellow flowers and grows on open
grass and sage rangelands in the Great Basin of Utah. The sego lily was chosen as the flower
symbol of Utah because of its natural beauty and historic significance (the soft, bulbous root of
the sego lily was collected and eaten in the mid 1800's during a crop-devouring plague of
crickets in Utah).

Also called mariposa lily, the bulb of the sego lily was roasted, boiled, or made into a porridge
by native Americans before the Mormon pioneers. The sego lily is native to a number of western
states (including Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada,
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico).
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U.S. #1997 features a watercolor picturing a Hermit Thrush and Red Clover, Vermont’s state
bird and flower.

Hermit Thrush
The hermit thrush (Catharus guttatus) was designated the official state bird of Vermont in 1941.
The hermit thrush has a lovely, melancholy song. 

Red Clover
Vermont designated red clover (Trifolium pratense) as the state flower in 1894.

Red clover is a herbaceous, short-lived perennial plant, variable in size, growing to 20–80 cm
(8–31 in) tall. It has a deep taproot which makes it tolerant to drought and gives it a good soil
structuring effect. The leaves are alternate, trifoliate (with three leaflets), each leaflet 15–30 mm
(0.6–1.2 in) long and 8–15 mm (0.3–0.6 in) broad, green with a characteristic pale crescent in
the outer half of the leaf; the petiole is 1–4 cm (0.4–1.6 in) long, with two basal stipules that are
abruptly narrowed to a bristle-like point. The flowers are dark pink with a paler base, 12–15 mm
(0.5–0.6 in) long, produced in a dense inflorescence, and are mostly visited by bumblebees.
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U.S. #1998 features a watercolor picturing a Cardinal and American Dogwood, Virginia’s state
bird and flower.

Cardinal
Virginia designated the northern cardinal (cardinalis) as official state bird in 1950. One of
America's favorite backyard birds; the northern cardinal is the official bird symbol of seven
states. Northern cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song - they're known for their "cheer
cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles. Both the male and female
sing (few female songbird species sing in North America).

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy-brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet-black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).  The female builds the nest and tends the hatchlings for about
10 days while the male brings food. The male then takes over the care of this first brood while
the female moves on to a new nest and lays a second clutch of eggs.

Flowering Dogwood
Virginia designated the flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) as the official state floral emblem
in 1918 (also Virginia's state tree, adopted in 1956). The dogwood is a small, deciduous tree with
graceful branches that bloom in spring with large showy flowers (usually greenish-white,
sometimes pink or yellow). The dogwood develops red berries in autumn, and the leaves also
turn a deep red before falling for winter.

The word dogwood stems from "dagwood" (from the use of the very hard wood for making
'dags,' or daggers). The wood was also valued for making loom shuttles, arrows, tool handles,
and other small items that required a very hard, strong wood. Larger items were also made of
dogwood such as the screw in basket-style wine or fruit presses.
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U.S. #1999 features a watercolor picturing a Willow Goldfinch and a Coast Rhododendron,
Washington’s state bird and flower.

American Goldfinch
Washington designated the willow goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) as the official state bird in 1951.

Also called American goldfinch or wild canary, the male willow goldfinch has a bright yellow
body with black wings and tail, and black on top of his head. The female's plumage is more
muted with an olive-yellow body and dark brown tail and wings (the male goldfinch also
displays this same dull plumage in the winter months).

Active and acrobatic little birds, goldfinches fly with a bouncy, undulating pattern The diet of
the goldfinch consists mainly of seeds. The American goldfinch is also the state bird of Iowa and
New Jersey (both refer to the American goldfinch as the "eastern goldfinch").

Rhododendron
Washington officially designated the coast rhododendron (Rhododendron macrophyllum) as the
state flower in 1959, though it was actually selected as the state flower in 1892 by the women of
Washington for the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago.  Also called Pacific rhododendron, or big leaf
rhododendron, the coast rhododendron is a broadleaf evergreen rhododendron species native to
western North America. The coast rhododendron is found primarily near the Pacific coast, but its
range extends to the Cascade Mountains in Oregon, Washington and British Columbia.

Coast rhododendron is less popular for decorative landscaping than many other rhododendron
species that are easier to grow and have a more pleasing appearance (Pacific Rhododendron
shrubs can be scraggly and the flowers are often much less impressive than those of its
relatives).
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West Virginia Becomes 35th State 

On June 20, 1863, West Virginia joined the Union as the 35th state.

Cardinal
West Virginia designated the northern cardinal (cardinalis) as official state bird in 1949. 

One of America's favorite backyard birds, cardinals are distinctive in appearance and song
(known for their "cheer cheer cheer," "whit-chew whit-chew" and "purty purty purty" whistles).

Male cardinals are a brilliant scarlet red, females a buffy-brown with reddish wings - both have a
jet -black mask, pronounced crest, and heavy bill. The cardinal sings nearly year-round, and the
male aggressively defends his 4-acre territory (male cardinals have been seen attacking small red
objects mistaken as other males).

Northern cardinals breed 2-3 times each season. The female builds the nest and tends the
hatchlings for about 10 days while the male brings food. The male then takes over the care of
this first brood while the female moves on to a new nest and lays a second clutch of eggs.

Rhododendron Maximum
Rhododendron (Rhododendron maximum) was designated the official state flower of West
Virginia in 1903. The rhododendron beat honeysuckle and wild rose by more than 15,000 votes
in a poll of public schoolchildren from across the state.  The rhododendron is actually a
flowering shrub with purple, pink and white blooms in late spring. Common names for
Rhododendron maximum include American rhododendron, great laurel, and great rhododendron
(or big rhododendron). This species of rhododendron is native to eastern North America (the
state of Washington recognizes another species, coast rhododendron, as an official state symbol.

Official Birds and Flowers 50 August 24, 2020



U.S. #2001 20¢ Wisconsin      
State Birds and Flowers

Issue Date: April 14, 1982
City: Washington, DC and
state capitals
Quantity: 13,339,000 panes
Printed By: Bureau of
Engraving and Printing
Printing Method:
Photogravure
Perforations: 10.5 x 11.25
Color: Multicolored
 
U.S. #2001 pictures a Robin and Wood Violet, Wisconsin’s state bird and flower.

American Robin
Wisconsin designated the American robin as the official state bird in 1949. Voted on by the
school children of Wisconsin in 1926-27, the robin received twice as many votes as those given
to any other bird. Wisconsin did adopt another bird symbol in 1971; the mourning dove as the
state's official.

One of America's favorite songbirds, robins are watched for each year as the herald of spring.
The American robin has many vocalizations - rich songs composed of long phrases and "whinny"
and "tut" calls. The female is muted in color compared to the male.

Robins were named by early settlers after the familiar robin red-breast of Europe (a bird with
similar markings that is not closely related to the American Robin). The most widespread thrush
in North America (because of its adaptation to human-modified habitats), robins are a familiar
backyard bird often observed pulling up earthworms on suburban lawns.

Wood Violet
Wisconsin designated the diminutive and delicate wood violet (Viola papilionacea) as the
official state flower on Arbor Day in 1909, chosen by Wisconsin's school children in 1908 to
represent Wisconsin's scenic beauty.
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U.S. #2002 features a watercolor picturing a Western Meadowlark and an Indian Paintbrush,
Wyoming’s state bird and flower.

Western Meadowlark
Wyoming designated the western meadowlark (Sturnella Neglecta) as official state bird in 1927.
In the same family as blackbirds and orioles, western meadowlark adults are 8-11 inches long
and have a black and white striped head; a long, pointed bill; yellow cheeks; bright yellow
throat; and a distinctive black "V" on the breast. The western meadowlark is often seen perched
on fence-posts in grasslands and agricultural areas singing its distinct 7-10 note melody (their
flute-like song usually ends with 3 descending notes).

Western meadowlark’s forage on the ground and beneath the soil for insects, grain and weed
seeds (it's estimated that at least 65-70% of their diet consists of beetles, cutworms, caterpillars,
grasshoppers, spiders, sow bugs, and snails). They also nest on the ground - constructing a cup of
dried grasses and bark woven into the surrounding vegetation. This nest may be open or have a
partial or full grass roof, and sometimes a grass entry tunnel several feet long. The females lay
four to six eggs in this domed nest (white speckled with reddish brown).

Indian Paintbrush
The Indian paintbrush was designated the state flower of Wyoming in 1917.
Also called prairie fire, Indian paintbrush is a genus of about 200 species of annual and
perennial herbaceous plants native to the west of the Americas from Alaska south to the Andes
(as well as northeast Asia).

The species of Indian paintbrush adopted as a symbol of Wyoming (Castilleja linariaefolia) is
found on rocky slopes and arid plains and is associated with sagebrush scrub and pinyon pine or
juniper woodland. This specific variety of Indian paintbrush is native to Arizona, California,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and Wyoming.

Information Sources
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State Symbols USA - https://statesymbolsusa.org/states/united-states/alabama 
You can search by states listed on the left of the page.

Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

Audubon Society -  https://www.audubon.org/bird-guide 

Or you can just put whatever you are searching for in your web browser.
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