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Bill Gustafson

Here are mint copies of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition issue from
my United States mint collection. They are all in extremely fine
condition with original gum.
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United States Trans-Mississippi Issue of 1898
Bill Gustafson

The nine United States commemorative postage stamps known as the Trans-Mississippi
Issue were made to mark the 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition held in Omaha,
Nebraska. The finely engraved stamps depict various scenes form the West. This was
the second series of commemorative stamps offered by the United States Post Office,
the first being the Colombian Exposition series of 1893.
By 1898 the Western United States was flourishing. Thousands of wagon trains had
passed and the transcontinental railroads linked the West to the East with many new
states being added to the Union. To celebrate this development an international
exposition was held in Omaha, Nebraska from June 1 through November 1, 1898.
The Director of Publicity for the Exposition, Edward Rosewater, was publisher of the
Omaha Daily Bee. On December 13, 1897, Rosewater suggested that the Post Office
issue special stamps commemorating the Trans-Mississippi Exposition as it had done
for the Columbian Exposition. Ten days later Postmaster James A. Gary agreed,
promising a series with 5 denominations ranging from 1c to $1. Gary asked Rosewater
for his ideas for stamp subjects and in response he sent drawings for the five values
with the stamps having a vertical orientation. However the U.S. wound not issue a
vertical commemorative stamp until 1926 with the Erickson Memorial stamp.
However, design concepts solicited from various artists won out over Rosewater’s
suggestions. Officials of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing deemed it imperative
that the series would have unquestioned artistic distinction. The new set would have to
compare favorably with or be better than the privately produced Columbian
commemoratives. The initial plan was to print the Trans-Mississippi stamps with
colored frames and black centers that would have required two separate stages of
printing. However, during April, 1898, the Spanish-American War began. The Bureau
of Engraving and Printing was now required to produce large numbers of revenue
stamps, so to save time, the Trans-Mississippi stamps were redesigned with a single
color. This delayed the release of the stamps until June 17, more than two weeks after
the Exposition opened.
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The initial announcement of the series prompted protests from some stamp collectors
who were unhappy with the high price of the Columbian Issue ($16.34). Four more
stamps were added to the series including a $2 denomination which made the total
face value for the Trans-Mississippi stamps $3.80. However, the stamps were
received very well by the general public. They were sold until the end of the year.
At that time unsold stock was returned and incinerated. The number of each stamp
printed is known but the number of returned stamps were not recorded so the number
of existing stamps is unknown today.
The stamps which were designed by Raymond Ostrander Smith, all have the same
shape of frame, left from the bicolor plan. The numerals of value and “UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA” are at the top and “POSTAGE” with a spelled-out value at
the bottom through the 50c denomination. The dollar values on the bottom are in
numerals. Each center design is inscribed with its title.
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1c Stamp Marquette On The Mississippi
The one-cent stamp depicts Jacques Marquette on the Mississippi. However,
the young French priest crossed Lake Superior from Canada in the spring of
1674 and never reached the Mississippi River. Instead his group camped along
the Chicago River and passed the winter of 1674-75 in what would become the
site for the city of Chicago. By the spring of 1675, Marquette (then in his midtwenties) died of an unknown illness. The design was inspired by a painting by
William Lamprecht in the library of Marquette University in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Bureau of Engraving and Printing officials paid three dollars to
have the picture photographed. The resulting 9” X 10” image was used by
G.F.C. Smillie to engrave the stamp design. Originally this stamp was entitled
“Marquette discovers the Mississippi”. However, the error was corrected
before the printing and renamed “Marquette on the Mississippi”, still not quite
true. The 1-cent stamp was most often used to pay the one-cent card rate. A
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2c Stamp Farming In The West
The image on the 2-cent stamp was a real scene captured by camera in 1888, 10
years before the stamp was issued. The photograph was taken on the Amenia and
Sharon Land Company’s Bonanza Farm near Amenia, North Dakota. The picture
shows 61 horses with their drivers. Evan Nybakken, the driver in the foreground
with his left hand up as if to say hello, was actually grabbing his hat so that it
would not blow away. This stamp violated the convention of the time that no living
person could be depicted on a U.S. postage stamp. This was considered the most
representative western image of the series and had planned to be used on the twodollar stamp. However, members of the Congressional Postal Committee suggested
that the image would have the greatest exposure on the two-cent stamp so the
subjects of the two-cent and two-dollar stamps were reversed. A total of
159,720,800 stamps were printed. This issue paid the 2-cent domestic first-class
rate.
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4c Stamp Indian Hunting Buffalo

The design for the 4-cent stamp was taken from a multi-volume book by
Captain S. Eastman titled “Information Respecting the History, Condition
and Prospects of the Indian Tribes of the United States” published in 1854.
The drawing was entitled “Buffalo Chase”. This stamp was used to pay
the double weight domestic first class rate. A total of 4,924,500 stamps
were printed.
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5c Stamp Fremont on the Rocky Mountains
The 5-cent stamp depicts Captain John C. Fremont placing the United States flag on
a peak in the Rocky Mountains. He accomplished this at the age of 30 in 1843. By
the time of his death in 1890 he had been a Senator from California, one of the
founders of the Republican Party, the Republican presidential candidate in 1856, and
the territorial governor of the Arizona Territory. During the California Gold Rush he
found gold on his land and became a millionaire. Unfortunately, by the time of his
death he had lost most of his fortune in bad business investments. The design for the
stamp is a composite of three designs, one of which was from the 1856 campaign
poster. The stamp was intended to pay the Universal Postal Union international rate
and was used for registered letters. A total of 7,694,180 stamps were printed.
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8c stamp Troops Guarding Wagon Train

The 8-cent stamp portrays Federal troops guarding a wagon train. The original
image used in the design was painted by Frederick Remington and published
in a book of his works the year before the Trans-Mississippi Exposition. The
stamp was intended to pay the domestic registered mail fee. A total of
2,927,200 stamps were printed.
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10c stamp Hardships of Emigration

The 10-cent stamp portrays the hardships of the emigration westward. The
stamp shows the pain of a dying horse. The migration west was often by
inexperienced people who loaded their wagons with possessions instead of food
for the horses. As one horse could not pull the wagon, it had to be abandoned.
The design was based on an 1892 painting by Augustus Goodyear Heaton.
Another one of Heaton’s paintings was used for the 50-cent Columbian
Exposition issue. Heaton’s Hardship painting was stored in a barn in the Black
Mountains of North Carolina. Heat from the tin-roofed barn eventually caused
the painting to blister and was unable to be restored. No photographs exist of
this original painting today. The stamp was used to pay the domestic registered
mail fee and the first class rate in one stamp. A total of 4,629,760 stamps were
printed.
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50-cent Western Mining Prospector

The 50-cent stamp also used a painting by Frederick Remington as
the basis for the design. The image is of a man with two mules
searching for gold. The stamp’s official title describes the man as a”
Western Mining Prospector”. Remington titled his original image
“The Gold Bug”. The stamp could have been used to pay the five
times rate for domestic registered mail and the first class rate in one
stamp. However, in most cases it was used with other
denominations to use for large weight packages. A total of 530,400
stamps were printed.
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$1-stamp Western Cattle In Storm

To some people the $1 Trans-Mississippi stamp is considered to be the
most beautiful stamp ever issued by the United States. The stamp was
chosen to represent the ruggedness of the American West. When the
design was chosen it had been used as a trademark for an American cattle
company. However, the trademark picture had been copied without
permission from the painter. The picture was actually from an 1887
painting of cattle in a snowstorm in the West Highlands of Scotland by
James McWhirter and was entitled “The Vanguard”. The original picture
was owned by Lord Blythswood. A full apology was subsequently issued
to Lord Blythswood when the error was discovered. These stamps were
used on outgoing mail from the Trans-Mississippi Exposition, even though
it was considerably over the postage rate. They were also used for largeweight and foreign destinations. A total of 56,900 stamps were printed.
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$2-stamp Mississippi River Bridge

The design of the $2 stamp was based on the Eads Bridge in
St. Louis, Missouri, which was completed in 1874. It was
built by James Eads and was the longest arch bridge in the
world at the time. It was 6,442 feet long. The actual design
for the stamp was taken from the 1896 Republican National
convention tickets. Very little mail at the time would have
needed a $2.00 stamp. It was essentially created to sell to
stamp collectors. A total of 56,200 stamps were printed.
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Here are used copies of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition issue from my
United States used collection.
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