The Triangle
October 28, 2020
Member: APS #715 & NW Federation
President: Randy Vessey
Vice-President: Steve Sandlin
Treasurer: Margaret Dunn
Editor: Ron Cone ronrcone@hotmail.com
Web Site: www.tri-citiesstampclub.org

NO MEETING – October 28, 2020
Program: No Meeting - PNC or Plate Number Coils
Royal Colombian Retirement Inn
5615 W Umatilla Ave., Kennewick

Want to improve your stamp collection?
This tip will make you a better philatelist.
Collect first, invest later
Investing in stamps can be a lucrative area and may even be your motivation for starting a
collection, but like most investments, it takes time to learn the ropes and make sure you are
placing your money in the right area.
When starting out, buy the best you can afford and concentrate your collection on a specialist
area. Once you have developed the knowledge required, you may then be able to sell your
stamps at a profit to buy better additions to your collection.
If investment is your main goal, contact our experts who will provide all the knowledge you
need to be successful.
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Programs
October “A San Francisco Earthquake Postal History Item” - By Jerry Johnson
September “What Do You Find When You Collect Stamps” - By Ron Cone
August “PNC or Plate Number Coils” - By Bill Gustafson
July Greenland Stamps “From Pole to Pole” - By Joe Voice
May program “Why do you collect Finland”. - By Mike Monahan
April program “A Unique Story: Both Military and Philatelic. - By Joe Voice

Looking for more programs.
Upcoming programs:
Columbian Exposition
Varney Airgram
History Through Stamps FDC
Official Birds & Flowers
United Nations Program
ID-IDEA
There are items posted on the website. If you have something that you would like help with,
please le me know.
Existing Articles
If you have a problem viewing them, please let the Editor know and he will either help you or fix
the problem.
What Do We Collect
What club members collect can be seen at the club website www.tri-citiesstampclub.org or
email us at tricitiesstampclub@gmail.com and we will put you in touch with a member that
collects similar stamps.

Upcoming Stamp Shows
THEY ARE BEING CANCELLED OR RESCHEDULED
To see about cancelled or rescheduled shows go to https://stamps.org/ and click on box Show
Cancellation Updates. Some stamp shows have gone virtual.
Information on upcoming stamp shows can be found at The Northwest Federation of Stamp
Clubs page at www.nwfedstamps.org.
Links
We have organizations and dealer links on this page. If you have one that you would like to
have added, please let me know.
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Your Information
If you address, email or phone number has changed, please let us know. Thank you.
New Members/Kids
How can we get new members, especially young people. Lawrence Clay sent me the
information about “The Pilatelikid”. I contacted Robert W. Martin and sent in my membership
to his group. He sent me their latest newsletter and website:
http://www.stampcollectingclubsforkids.org/
I found it a lot of fun even for an adult. How could we promote this in our area?
Dues: Dues are still just $10.00 per year, or $1.00 for youth. If you can’t remember whether
you’ve paid for this year, you can ask our treasurer, Margaret Dunn, at our next” meeting”, or
you can email her at medunn07@gmail.com.
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Zip Code
On July 1, 1963, the USPS introduced the ZIP code (Zone Improvement Plan) system. In
1967, ZIP codes became mandatory on all mail.
A ZIP code is a five-digit number representing a specific location in the United States.
The extended ZIP + 4 code adds a hyphen and four additional digits for an even more precise
location. Here is how it works:
The first digit represents the state. Numbers increase as you move west. Several states
share each digit — 2, for example, represents the District of Columbia, Maryland, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia.
The second and third digits represent regions within the state — the first three digits
create the Sectional Center Facility (SCF) code. SCFs are the regional headquarters for mail
sorting and distribution.
The fourth and fifth digits represent more specific areas, like post offices and postal
delivery zones within a city or town.
ZIP + 4 has four extra digits that identify a specific segment of the five-digit delivery
area — like a city block, office building or individual high-volume mail receiver.

Where Does It Go
So with all of that manpower and infrastructure, what actually happens when you drop a
letter into a mailbox? Here is a brief rundown:
You've properly addressed your letter and added the appropriate postage, so you place it
into your mailbox. (You could also drop the letter into a public collection box or take it directly
to your local post office.)
A postal carrier collects your letter from the box along with the rest of the mail and takes
it to the post office. There, all of the mail is placed on a truck and taken to a mail processing
plant.
At the mail processing plant, machines separate mail by shape and size. They also orient
the packages so their addresses are right-side up and facing the same direction.
Your letter gets its postmark, and machines print cancellation lines across postage stamps
to prevent them from being reused.
A unique fluorescent bar code is imprinted on the back of each piece of mail. An optical
scanner scans the address, and then a bar code representing the specific address is sprayed on the
front of the envelope. If the scanner can't read the address, the letter is manually sorted.

Triangle 09/23/2020

5

September 14, 2020

Other processing machines read the bar codes and direct the letters into bins based on
ZIP codes — this indicates the next processing plant, in the region where the letter will
ultimately be delivered. (Each post office is served by a mail processing plant.) From the bins,
the letters are sorted into trays by ZIP code and flown or trucked to the next processing.
At the final processing plant, sorting machines read the bar codes and sort the letters by
carrier and into delivery order for that carrier.
The letters are taken to the individual post offices, and the carriers load the trays into
their individual vehicles for final delivery.
To take advantage of automation and its optical scanners, the USPS has guidelines for
addressing letters. Your letter won't be thrown out if you don't follow the guidelines, but using
them can speed up delivery.
First, print both the delivery and return addresses on the same side of your envelope or
card and make sure they're running parallel to the longest side.
Second, the address must be legible at arm's length, so typing or printing clearly with a
pen or permanent marker is helpful. And don't use commas or periods when you address your
letters, regardless of what your English teacher said.
Finally, make sure to include your return address.
986 Washington is served by Portland, Oregon. 987 is unassigned.
980-982 - Seattle 10700 27th Ave S, Tukwila, WA 98168
983-985 - Tacoma 4001 S Pine St, Tacoma, WA 98413-9994
988 - Wenatchee
989 - Yakima 205 W Washington Ave; Yakima, WA 98903-9998
990 - 994 Spokane
838, 838 Idaho 2928 S Spotted Rd, Spokane, WA 99224

WITH CHANGES BEING MADE OR PROPOSED
THIS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY TRUE TODAY.
I mailed a letter on 9/30/20 to myself. If was delivered to me on 10/02/20. Two days to mail
myself a letter.
Then I mailed a letter to Hays Kansas on 9/30/20 and it was received there on 10/6/20 (6
Days) and immediately mailed back to me that day. I received it on 10/10/20 (4 Days).
Guess this is not all that bad of timing, but email is a lot faster.
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Is anyone interest in
finding a new place
to meet?
Would you like to
be the one to set up
a Zoom meeting?
Volunteers are
welcome!
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Columbia Electric
Delivery Wagon
1901

A Columbia Mark XI electric delivery wagon, built by the Electric Vehicle Company of New
York, transported mail between the Buffalo Post Office and a temporary postal station at the
nearby PanAmerican Exhibition from May through October 1901.
It could carry 1,000 pounds besides the driver and letter carrier and was able to travel 40 miles
on one charge.
In October 1901, the Department contracted with the Republic Motor Vehicle Company for five
electric vehicles, with operators, to collect mail from boxes in Minneapolis and to carry mail
between the Minneapolis Post Office and its stations from January 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903.
Some rural mail carriers, who supplied their own vehicles, also used electric models.
According to an article in the May 9, 1909, issue of The New York Times, a rural carrier in
Manchester, New Hampshire, used his Waverley electric automobile to deliver mail during the
warmer months of the year beginning in 1905.
In 1909, electric mail trucks were put in service in New York City and Boston. During the 1911
Christmas season New York’s electric vehicles operated night and day with batteries and drivers
changing every eight hours.

WILL THEY BE COMING BACK?
IT IS BEING CONSIDERED.
ONLY TIME WILL TELL.
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