
Club Show Caches
I am looking to complete a collection of our
clubs annual show caches.  If you have any of
the following, I would appreciate your help.
Shows: 1962, 1963, 1964, 1966 - 1977, 1981,
1990, 2000, 2006, 2017.  In 1982 I need
Scott’s Number 1963 - Hawaii, 1965 -
Illinois, 1966 - Indiana, 1975 - Minnesota,
1999 - Washington.    Thank You.  Ron Cone

I just really enjoy sorting and cataloging
stamps, and I've run out of material, so I'm
interested in trading duplicates. Mostly
kiloware-type stuff (low catalog value with
an occasional nicer item). Off paper,
worldwide.  Trade for similar for
material. Ounce for ounce or pound for
pound. (Also have some U.S. on and off
paper that I would trade for foreign.)  Dan
Herting
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  Meetings 2022

February 23rd   7 p.m. It will be at the home of Margaret Dunn, 463 Sundance Drive, Richland.
Program will be a "Pass the plate"

Please follow covid guidelines.  Wear a mask and be vaccinated if needed.

Big Pine, CA Big Pine (formerly, Bigpine) is a
census-designated place (CDP) in Inyo County,
California. Big Pine is located approximately 15
miles (24 km) south-southeast of Bishop, at an
elevation of 3,989 feet (1,216 m). The
population was 1,756 at the 2010 census, up
from 1,350 at the 2000 census. 

The Big Pine post office first opened in 1870,
closed for a time during 1877, changed its name to Bigpine in 1895, and reverted to Big Pine in
1962.

Greg Martin at gmartin58@me.com has a fairly significant stamp collection including some
pieces give to him by Henry Stevens that he would like to get appraised and sold.  Please contact
him if you are interested.
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Stamp Collecting
By Marilyn Lott

Stamp collecting is quite a hobby
A glance into world history
Researching another country
Uncovers so many mysteries

It’s not just the understanding
Of what a culture is about
But learning to speak the language
Will be a challenge without a doubt

It’s a wonderful undertaking
And one that is well worth while
Each stamp from all over the world
Has an interesting and unique style

I enjoy the stories they tell
With description on every one
They go way back in time
When stamps had first begun

So if you’d like a hobby
You might give this a chance
Yes, stamps hold fascination
With their mystery and yes, romance!

Elvis Presley stamp, released 1993
Elvis fans had been pressing for a stamp ever since 1987, the 10th anniversary of the crooner’s
death (at the time, anybody but a president had to be dead for a decade). But Presley’s drug
abuse made him a controversial choice. Given the frequent Elvis “sightings” in the years since
his death, there was also a facetious controversy over whether he had been gone for the required
10 years—or was even dead at all. Regardless, the stamp reportedly became the most successful
commemorative release in post office history, with some 500 million copies in print.

Kind words are the music of the world.
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Europa-stamps 2022
27.01.2022 Russia - 1 stamp
07.03.2022 Liechtenstein
05.04.2022 Bosnia and Herzegovina (Croat post) - 2 stamps
06.04.2022 Czech rep. - 1 stamp (E value)
22.04.2022 Norway - 2 stamps (2x 28.- NOK) issued in a booklet
27.04.2022 Finland - 2 stamps (2x International value = 1.95 €)
28.04.2022 Sweden
29.04.2022 Lithuania - 2 stamps
??.04.2022 Moldova - 2 stamps
??.04.2022 Poland
02.05.2022 Hungary - 1 souvenir-sheet of 4 stamps
02.05.2022 Slovakia - 1 stamp (1.70 €)
05.05.2022 Estonia - 2 stamps
05.05.2022 Germany - 1 stamp (0.80 €)
09.05.2022 Åland - 1 stamp (2.30 €)
09.05.2022 Croatia - 2 stamps
09.05.2022 the Netherlands - 2 stamps
16.05.2022 Faroe Is. - 2 stamps
17.05.2022 Luxembourg - 2 stamps
19.05.2022 Denmark - 1 souvenir-sheet
21.05.2022 Guernsey
27.05.2022 Slovenia - 2 stamps
??.05.2022 Belarus - 2 stamps
13.06.2022 Belgium - 1 souvenir-sheet of 2 stamps (2x Europe 3rd class value) NEW
??.??.2022 Latvia - 2 stamps

Forever Stamp Fact Sheet
The first Forever Stamp went on sale in April 2007 and it featured an image of the Liberty Bell. 
In 2011, all first-class one ounce stamps became forever stamps with the exception of stamps in
coils of 500, 3,000, and 10,000.

You can use forever stamps to mail internationally but you will need to add additional postage-
their value is the same as a first-class stamp the day you mail it, which is enough for domestic
letters, but not enough for international ones. This also applies to letters that are over-weight;
you will need to add more postage.

As the name suggests, Forever Stamps can be used to mail a one-ounce letter regardless of when
the stamps are purchased or used and no matter how prices may change in the future. Forever
Stamps are always sold at the same price as a regular First-Class Mail stamp. The Postal Service
developed the Forever Stamp for consumers ease of use during price changes. Forever Stamps
are available for purchase at post offices nationwide, online at www.usps.com, and by phone at
1-800-STAMP-24 (1-800-782-6724). They are sold in sheets and booklets of 20.
Customers can use Forever Stamps for international mail, but since all international prices are
higher than domestic prices, customers will need to attach additional postage. The value of the
Forever Stamp is the domestic First-Class Mail letter price in effect on the day of use.
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Why is Forever Crossed Out on Forever Stamps?
Something that many find confusing is why when they look at Forever® Stamp designs, the
word Forever is crossed out. Why is Forever crossed out on the stamp? A quick answer is, it
isn’t. When you actually buy the stamp, you’ll find the word ‘Forever’, or any of the other
purpose words such as ‘Postcard’ will not be crossed out. For viewing purposes, you can see
what the stamp looks like in the preview online, without giving digital thieves the ability to
simply copy the image and print their own counterfeit stamps illegally, and possibly even sell
them to you! 

1940 – Present Centering Guidelines

Fine (F)                           Typical for the issue. Full margins on all sides.
Very Fine (VF)              Well-balanced design between four wide margins.
Extremely Fine (XF)               Very well-balanced design between four generous margins.
Superb (S)                               Visually perfect centering, design is balanced between four large margins.

How to Grade Stamps
Stamps are like snowflakes, no two are alike.  Even today’s stamps seen side by side will have subtle
differences in centering, ink color, and design.

Grading stamps requires a mix of science, history, and art.  The science part requires skill and expertise,
and the art is an ability to analyze the item as a whole instead of focusing on individual parts. History can
fill in the missing pieces.  

Take a look at the stamps shown below.  Printed in 1914 without perforations, sheets were cut into single
strips.  The strips were pasted together to form a coil roll for use in private vending machines.  Vending
machines were on their way out and the leftover rolls of stamps were no longer needed.  

Instead of being scrapped or destroyed, the stamps were perforated by hand to form a perforated coil roll. 
Due to the mechanics of early perforating machines, the perforations were rarely in alignment with the
center of the margins.

Most stamps issued from 1861-1930 are centered like the stamp on the left and will have a grade of Very
Good (VG).  The more evenly the design is centered or balanced between the four margins, the higher the
grade and value.  (Stamps with flaws can have the same grade, but the value will be lower.)  

A stamp with full, even margins that has never been hinged (NH), like the one shown here, is very scarce. 
Stamps with this kind of centering are extremely rare – only two examples of the stamp above are known
with centering like that shown.  They are known as “Gem” quality – the highest grade given.  

If centering is important to you, but you feel the price is more than you want to pay, you could opt for less
good condition.   If condition is important and cost is an issue, centering may be less important to you.  In
both cases the cost will be lower.  It’s a matter of choice and what is important to you.
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Grading Used (Cancelled) Stamps
Canceled stamps follow the same guidelines as mint stamps except in relation to gum.  In 1847 postmasters
were authorized to create their own cancels.  A piece of cork was dipped in ink and applied to the stamp.  It
was important to obliterate or “kill” the face value to deter re-use.  

The whole stamp except for the denomination was to be obliterated.  The more artistic postmasters would
carve a design or object in to the cork.  Affectionately known as “fancy cancels,” these cancellations are
highly prized by collectors.  The “running chicken” is the most famous fancy cancel and sold at auction for
 $  3  0  0  , 0  0  0  .        

            Running Chicken—Waterbury Cancelation

In many cases the stamps produced in the first two periods shown in the following information will have
killer cancellations as intended by the Post Office authorities.  Remember, these cancellations were
produced by early postmasters and were often hand-carved.

      Now this is my kind of mailbox.

Catalogues

Stamp catalogues are the primary tool used by serious collectors to organize their collections, and for the
identification and valuation of stamps. Most stamp shops have stamp catalogues available for purchase. A
few catalogues are offered online, either free or for a fee. There are hundreds of different catalogues, most
specializing in particular countries or periods. Collector clubs tend to provide free catalogues to their
members.

Which is the most successful stamp in post office history?
Regardless, the stamp reportedly became the most successful commemorative release in post office history,
with some 500 million copies in print. 1995 Richard Nixon 32-cent stamp.
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Rare stamps
List of notable postage stamps.

Rare stamps are often old and many have interesting stories attached to them. Some include:

The British Guiana 1c magenta is the world's most famous and valuable rare stamp.
The United States "Inverted Jenny" (which is actually a printing error)
The United States "1-cent Z grill" stamp
The Treskilling Yellow
The Mauritius "Post Office" stamps
The British Penny Red plate 77
Some of the most valuable stamps in the world
Main article: List of most expensive philatelic items

The Three-Skilling Yellow of Sweden was sold for CHF 2.88 million (then about $2,300,000) in 1996 and
again for an undisclosed amount in 2010.

 

David Feldman sold this Blue Mauritius stamp for CHF 1,610,000 (approx. $1.1 million) in 1993.[12]

 

One of the first two Mauritius Post Office stamps. This orange stamp was sold for CHF 1,725,000 (approx
$1.2 million) in 1993.[12]
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