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  Meetings 2022

May 25th 7 p.m. It will be at the home of Margaret Dunn, 463 Sundance Drive, Richland. 
Old business and New business.
Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs Annual Open and Board Meeting Recap—Lawrence Clay
PIPEX Review—(open discussion with discussion kick-off lead depending on who attends our
May meeting) 
Dealer Perspective: Participant Perspective; Exhibitor Perspective
Membership Survey Introduction—Joe Voice
Please follow covid guidelines.  Wear a mask and be vaccinated if needed. 

LAST MEETING: There were only three of us at the meeting. Bill Gustafson and Steve Goheen and I spent
an hour discussing the two old albums that Bill brought to give away.  Steve pulled out some stamps
from Cuba and the Philippines that he is currently working on.

You won’t need your RV to make the
next stamp club meeting.

But you may want to hit the road this
summer for a fun time looking for
places that have old stamps for sale.

Gas is so dam high the mailman is
working from home.  He called me
yesterday and read my bills to me.
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This is from the club
scrap book that
Lawrence gave to me.

Counterfeit Stamps

What is a counterfeit stamp?
Counterfeits are a special type of forgery, which is a completely fraudulent reproduction of a
postage stamp. Forgeries are of two types: counterfeits, which are intended to defraud postal
authorities of revenue; and bogus issues, which are intended to fool collectors.

Is it a crime to buy a fake stamp?
Manufacturing or knowingly selling fake postage stamps is a federal crime punishable by fines
and/or up to five years in prison. Fortunately for me, it is not a crime to unknowingly purchase
fake stamps. How can you tell if a stamp is counterfeit?

LOST MEMBER

Richard Allen Evans
September 3, 1944 - March 22, 2022 in San Clemente, CA.

Rich was also an amazing philatelist. He prized his voluminous collection and was always
pushing the envelope. 

Rich was a member of the Tri-Cities Stamp Club for many years.

He loved jigsaw puzzles and there was always one in the works on the dining room table.

Rich was an Eagle Scout and was very proud of this fine accomplishment. He forever kept his
Boy Scout sash filled with Merit Badges and the Eagle Scout Medal.

The second half of his career was spent in Richland, Washington, where he worked at the
Hanford Nuclear Reservation. While explaining the difference between fission and fusion, he
was practically glowing.
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Tabu Tuva

10k#51 04/01/1934
15k#51a 04/01/1934

8k#7707/01/1936
35k#8407/01/1936

Tannu Tuva is a small country in Asia. It is bordered by the Soviet Union to the north and
Mongolia to the south. Its south is mostly mountainous and the north is forests and hills.

The Tuvan People's Republic, known as the Tannu Tuva People's Republic until 1926, was a
partially recognized socialist republic that existed between 1921 and 1944. The country was
located in the same territory as the former Tuvan protectorate of Imperial Russia, known as
Uryankhay Krai, north-west of Mongolia, and now corresponds to the Tuva Republic within the
Russian Federation.

Number of stamps issued by year:
1943  (3) 1941  (5) 1936  (31) 1935  (17) 1934  (25) 1933  (8)
1932  (6) 1927  (18) 1926  (10)

How to determine the grade of a stamp?
So, centering is the key factor in determining the grade of a stamp. Unfortunately, there is no
special system for determining how balanced a stamp is. It can be done only through eyeballing
– a technique in accordance to which an item is turned upside down in order to see if it is
centered.

What are the perforations on a stamp?
Stamp perforations are circular holes punched onto a printed stamp to facilitate its separation
from other items that the sheet contains. The perforations can be different in size, in its number
etc. The valuable stamp in a good condition should have full teeth and clean holes.
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Look Out For
DISTRACTED
DRIVERS!!!

Notable Collectors

The stamp collection assembled by French-Austrian aristocrat Philipp von Ferrary (1850–1917)
at the beginning of the 20th century is widely considered the most complete stamp collection
ever formed (or likely to be formed). It included, for example, all of the rare stamps described
above that had been issued by 1917. However, as Ferrary was an Austrian citizen, the collection
was broken up and sold by the French government after the First World War, as war reparations.
A close rival was Thomas Tapling (1855–1891), whose Tapling Collection was donated to the
British Museum.

Several European monarchs were keen stamp collectors, including King George V of the United
Kingdom and King Carol II of Romania. King George V possessed one of the most valuable
stamp collections in the world and became President of the Royal Philatelic Society. His
collection was passed on to Queen Elizabeth II who, while not a serious philatelist, has a
collection of British and Commonwealth first day covers which she started in 1952.

U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a stamp collector; he designed several American
commemorative stamps during his term. Late in life Ayn Rand renewed her childhood interest in
stamps and became an enthusiastic collector. Several entertainment and sport personalities have
been known to be collectors. Freddie Mercury, lead singer of the band Queen, collected stamps
as a child. His childhood stamp album is in the collection of the British Postal Museum &
Archive. John Lennon of The Beatles was a childhood stamp collector. His stamp album is held
by the National Postal Museum.

Former world chess champion Anatoly Karpov has amassed a huge stamp collection over the
decades, led by stamps from Belgium and Belgian Congo, that has been estimated to be worth
$15 million.

What is the value of a foreign stamp?
Most foreign stamps never attain a market value greater than their postage. The value of a stamp
is determined primarily by its watermark, the quality of the stamp overall and the rarity of the
stamp.

What is the most unusual stamp you can buy?
The most creative and unusual postage stamps you will ever see. 1 The Portuguese Cork Stamp.
Being the world’s biggest producer of cork, Portugal issued this one-of-a-kind stamp made out of
a paper-thin cork in 2007. 2 The UEFA Football stamp. 3 The Chocolate Royal Mail. 4 The
Meteorite Dust Stamp. 5 The fruit-scented stamp.
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What is the world's first crystal-coated stamps?
In 2004 Austria issued the world's first crystal-coated stamp. The rare postage stamps, created by
Swarovski crystal producers, cost 7.50 euros and were produced in conjunction with the Austrian
postal service. The stamp was made out of paper like any ordinary stamp and the crystals were
stuck on with a specially created glue.

LISTEN
An elderly man was having hearing problems and went to see a specialist. The doctor fitted him
with some hearing aids that brought his hearing back to full strength. After a few weeks the man
came back to make sure the new equipment was working properly, which it was. The hearing
specialist said, “It all seems perfect. Your family should be delighted you can hear everything
now.”
“Oh no,” the man responded. “I haven’t told any of them. I just sit quietly, listening carefully.
I’ve changed my will four times.”

NONPROFIT MAIL
What is Nonprofit Mail?
Nonprofit Mail is printed material eligible to be mailed as USPS Marketing Mail® at
significantly reduced nonprofit postage rates.

Nonprofit Mail is printed material eligible to be mailed as USPS Marketing Mail® by
organizations authorized by the Postal Service™ to mail at significantly reduced nonprofit
postage rates. Nonprofit mail cannot contain matter that is required to be mailed as First-Class
Mail®. For example, handwritten or typewritten matter, or bills and statements of account, are
required to be mailed as First-Class Mail.

What items can be mailed using Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail?
Self-mailers, letters, newsletters and booklets that weigh less than 16 ounces are otherwise
eligible to be mailed as USPS Marketing Mail. Create Mail Online prints, inserts, applies
postage, presorts, and enters your mail at one or more central processing facilities nationwide.

Only material of the authorized organization can be mailed at nonprofit prices. Mailings cannot
be done for an unauthorized party or on behalf of a cooperative enterprise. The cooperative mail
rule prevents authorized organizations from sharing their authorizations with others who are not
authorized. There are also restrictions on advertising for products and services.

Who is eligible to use Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail?
An organization is eligible to use Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail if it is not organized for profit
and none of its net income accrues to the benefit of any private stockholder or individual. Only
organizations that meet specific standards and have received special authorization from the
United States Postal Service® may mail eligible matter at any Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail
price. Simply being approved for nonprofit status by the IRS does not qualify an organization for
the Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail prices.

There are 10 categories of organizations that may be approved for Nonprofit USPS Marketing
Mail prices:
Agricultural     Educational     Fraternal     Labor     Philanthropic     Religious     Scientific
Veterans     Qualified Political Committees     State or Local Voter Registration Officials

Nonprofit USPS Marketing Mail must be presented for mailing (deposited) at a Post Office™
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facility where the organization producing the mailing has an approved nonprofit authorization. A
separate authorization is required at each Post Office location where Nonprofit USPS Marketing
Mail price mailings are deposited.

Postal Stationery

A piece of postal stationery is a stationery item, such as a stamped envelope, letter sheet, postal
card, lettercard, aerogram or wrapper, with an imprinted stamp or inscription indicating that a
specific rate of postage or related service has been prepaid. 

It does not, however, include any postcard without a pre-printed stamp, and it is different from
freepost for preprinted cards issued by businesses.

Format and Origin
In general, postal stationery is handled similarly to postage stamps; sold from post offices either
at the face value of the printed postage or, more likely, with a surcharge to cover the additional
cost of the stationery. 

It can take the form of an official mail issue produced only for the use of government
departments. It can be an issue of a military force where an army, perhaps in a distant war, issues
letter sheets for the use of its troops to write home. 

Postal stationery can be overprinted by the government or, occasionally, by a private overprint.
In emergency situations, postal stationery has been produced by hand stamping envelopes with
modified canceling devices; many of the rare Confederate postmasters' provisionals are of this
form. Finally, some postal stationery can be printed to private order. 

In this last case, stamped stationery bearing indicia is applied with postal administration
approval and with specified regulations, to paper or cards provided by private persons or
organizations. Private impressions result in a wider range of denominations and designs
compared with governmental issues.

Postmarks
What are the different types of postmarks?
Virtually all offices have some style of red - usually double ring - postmark, which goes by a
number of names, including: round dater, bulls-eye, barrel stamp, validator. Four-bar cancels are
still around, but are more frequently seen at smaller offices than large-city urban stations.

What is the practical use of a postmark?
Practical uses. The postmark is often considered as an official confirmation that a cover (letter,
packet, etc.) mailed item was mailed at a given location at a specific date. For example, the date
of the postmark can be quite important.

What is the difference between manual and mechanical postmarks?
Mechanized: A variety of older devices apply postmarks to flat-size mailpieces and to philatelic
pieces. Manual: Hand-stamp devices are used by Postal Service employees for local cancellation
or philatelic requests. A “local” postmark shows the full name of the Post Office, a two-letter
state abbreviation, ZIP Code™, and date of mailing.
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