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  Meetings 2022

October 26, 2022  7 p.m. It will be at the home of Margaret Dunn, 463 Sundance Drive,
Richland.

October was traditionally the month we had the Tri City Stamp Exhibition.  Over the years as
club members got older and less able to do the work required setting up exhibits, the exhibition
changed into a bourse.  This included dealer tables, a USPS table, a free stamp collecting
information table and hourly prize drawing.  In remembrance of that event, for our upcoming
stamp club meeting let’s ask attendees to bring something (or multiple some things—but not too
many) that they offer for sale.  We’ll have a roundtable where, one at a time, the attendee can
present each item they have for sale and the selling price.  If more than one attendee wants to
purchase a given item, we’ll conduct a mini bidding war for it.  The club event would be a
simplified version of a bourse/auction.

DUES - the 2022 dues are due and payable and are still $10.  If you pay your dues in October
2022 they will count as your 2023 dues, so get them in.  Send any dues to Tri City Stamp Club
c/o Margaret Dunn 463 Sundance Drive Richland WA 99352.

September 28th meeting was attended by 8 members.  Discussion was held regarding the club’s
status and name.  Joe Voice and Margaret Dunn have been looking into the names used over the
years.  A formal name will be proposed and we may use some “doing business as” names such as
the one on our current logo of Tri-Cities Stamp Club.

Randy had a presentation on Queen Elizabeth.  There were several other items passed around and
discussed.  Discussions were held regarding members awards, news and/or shows attended.   
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Mailbox Height and Placement Rules

Mailbox regulations apply for post box mailboxes, wall mount mailboxes, mailbox kits and
parcel boxes alike. 

• The USPS has a specific mailbox size limit. All mailbox dimensions and designs
must be approved by the Postmaster General (PMG) before it can be sold. Look
for the PMG’s seal before purchasing your mailbox to make sure it is an approved
size.

• Address numbers or box numbers must be at least 1 inch tall, clear and easily
readable.

• If your mailbox isn’t on the same street where you live, put your full address on it.

Tip: Consider using reflective stickers on your mailbox to increase night or evening visibility. 

In areas where USPS carriers use vehicles to deliver the mail, there are rules for mailbox height
and distance from the curb. 

There must be 41 to 45 inches of height from the street up to the bottom of your mailbox
door. 

Your mailbox door must be 6 to 8 inches from the curb when closed.
Your mailbox must face outward and be placed on the right-hand side of the road.

Tip: Elderly and/or disabled customers in vehicle delivery areas, can apply for front door delivery
from the USPS.

Triangle 10/26/2022 2 October 8, 2022



40 YEARS AGO MEETING

Triangle 10/26/2022 3 October 8, 2022



Stamps, Arkansas 71860

Stamps has been noted on lists of unusual place names. An early postmaster quipped that Stamps
was "the only town in the U.S. that stamps Stamps on stamps".

A post office has been in operation in Stamps since 1887. The community has the name of the
local Stamps family. Stamps was the shop headquarters for the former Louisiana and Arkansas
Railway until the relocation in the early 1920s to Minden in Webster Parish in northern
Louisiana.

Hardy James Stamps came to Lafayette County from Georgia in 1880 to operate the Bodcaw
lumber mill. When a post office was established at the settlement surrounding the mill in 1888, it
was named for Stamps; the first postmistress at that location was Ella Crowell, Stamps’s
daughter. 

The Louisiana and Arkansas Railroad was incorporated in Arkansas in March 1898 by William
Buchanan of the Bodcaw company located in Stamps. The town was initially home to the
principal shops of the railway. 

Crossing the Cotton Belt, it extended south to Spring Hill, Louisiana. In 1902, the line was also
built north to Hope (Hempstead County), linking the area to the St. Louis–San Francisco Railway
(the Frisco). Stamps was incorporated in 1898.

What is the year?
Looks upside down to me!
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Do these mail boxes meet the “Mailbox Regulations” ?

First U.S. Triangle Stamps

On March 13, 1997, the USPS issued its first
triangle-shaped stamps to promote the upcoming
Pacific ’97 Stamp Show.

These two issues are America's first triangle
stamps. Issued to commemorate San Francisco's
Pacific 97 Stamp Exhibition, the stamps feature a
mid-19th century clipper ship and a U.S. mail
stagecoach - both of which are historically
associated with mail delivery in California. 

The ship design is based on an advertising card
for the clipper ship Richard S. Ely, by American
Harrison Eastman (1823-1886), who was the probable source for the U.S. mail stagecoach
design.

The world’s first triangle-shaped stamps came 144 years earlier.  Issued in 1853, the British
colony Cape of Good Hope’s very first stamps were triangle-shaped.  They were reportedly
created in that shape to help illiterate postal clerks easily identify the difference in letters that
were mailed from within the colony from those that were mailed from other places.

Over the course of a decade, Cape of Good Hope would produce several more triangle stamps,
totaling 12 by 1863.  The next triangle stamps from another postal administration came from
Newfoundland, then a British colony in 1857.  These and many other early triangle stamps were
imperforate.  The first nation to issue perforated triangle stamps was Ecuador in 1908.  Over the
next several decades, more nations would join in the fun and issue over 1,600 triangle stamps.
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Historical Overview 1840 to 1864

Lipman's Postal Card

Cards with messages have been sporadically created and posted by individuals since the
beginning of postal services. The earliest known picture postcard was a hand-painted design on
card created by the writer Theodore Hook. Hook posted the card, which bears a penny black
stamp, to himself in 1840 from Fulham (part of London). He probably did so as a practical joke
on the postal service, since the image is a caricature of workers in the post office. In 2002 the
postcard sold for a record £31,750.

In the United States, the custom of sending through the mail, at letter rate, a picture or blank card
stock that held a message, began with a card postmarked in December 1848 containing printed
advertising. The first commercially produced card was created in 1861 by John P. Charlton of
Philadelphia, who patented a private postal card, and sold the rights to Hymen Lipman, whose
postcards, complete with a decorated border, were marketed as "Lipman's Postal Card". These
cards had no images. While the United States government allowed privately printed cards as
early as February 1861, they saw little use until 1870, when experiments were done on their
commercial viability.

First postals and private postcards (ca. 1865 to 1880)

"Feldpost-Correspondenzkarte" (lit. field post correspondence card) used during the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870.

A Prussian postal official, Heinrich von Stephan, first proposed an "open post-sheet" made of
stiff paper in 1865. He proposed that one side would be reserved for a recipient address, and the
other for a brief message. His proposal was denied on grounds of being too radical and officials
did not believe anyone would willingly give up their privacy. In October 1869, the post office of
Austria-Hungary accepted a similar proposal, also without images, and 3 million cards were
mailed within the first three months. 
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With the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War in July 1870, the government of the North German
Confederation decided to take the advice of Austrian Emanuel Herrmann and issued postals for
soldiers to inexpensively send home from the field.

The period from 1870 to 1874 saw a great number of countries begin the issuance of postals. In
1870, the North German Confederation was joined by Baden, Bavaria, Great Britain,
Luxembourg and Switzerland. The year 1871 saw Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, the
Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden introduce their own postals. Algeria, Chile, France and Russia
did so in 1872, and were followed by France, Japan, Romania, Serbia, Spain and the United
States between 1873 and 1874. 

Many of these postals included small images on the same side as the postage. Postcards began to
be sent internationally after the first Congress of the General Postal Union, which met in Bern,
Switzerland in October 1874. The Treaty of Bern was ratified in the United States in 1875.

The claimed first printed picture postcard

The first known printed picture postcard, with an image on one side, was created in France in
1870 at Camp Conlie by Léon Besnardeau (1829–1914). Conlie was a training camp for soldiers
in the Franco-Prussian War. The cards had a lithographed design printed on them containing
emblematic images of piles of armaments on either side of a scroll topped by the arms of the
Duchy of Brittany and the inscription "War of 1870. Camp Conlie. 

Souvenir of the National Defence. Army of Brittany" (in French). While these are certainly the
first known picture postcards, there was no space for stamps and no evidence that they were ever
posted without envelopes.

In Germany, the bookdealer August Schwartz from Oldenburg is regarded as the inventor of the
illustrated postcard. On July 16, 1870, he mailed a post correspondence card with an image of a
man with a cannon, signaling the looming Franco-Prussian war.

In the following year the first known picture postcard in which the image functioned as a
souvenir was sent from Vienna. The first advertising card appeared in 1872 in Great Britain and
the first German card appeared in 1874. Private advertising cards started appearing in the United
States around 1873, and qualified for a special postage rate of one cent. 

Private cards inspired Lipman's card were also produced concurrently with the U.S. government
postal in 1873.The backs of these private cards contained the words "Correspondence Card",
"Mail Card" or "Souvenir Card" and required two-cent postage if they were written upon.
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Topical Stamp Collecting

Topical or thematic stamp collecting is the collecting of postage stamps relating to a particular
subject or concept. Topics can be almost anything, from stamps on stamps, birds, trains and poets
on stamps, to famous physicians and scientists, along with historical people and events on
stamps, which is often a standard theme for many stamp issuing countries.

The earliest stamps simply depicted busts of reigning monarchs, important figures, or coats of
arms, but as time went on stamps started to have a wider range of designs. Bears appeared on
provisional stamps of St. Louis in 1845, while the beaver was featured on the earliest stamps of
Canada. 

More than 150 years later, the variety of designs on stamps is enormous, giving topical collectors
plenty of scope to find stamps for their chosen theme. In fact, so many stamps have been issued
that some popular themes, such as ships or birds, have become nearly impossible to complete,
and topical collectors may specialize further, such as by looking for only square-rigged sailing
ships, or only flightless birds.

Collecting
Since most types of stamp designs are commonly available and inexpensive, acquiring them is
mostly a matter of poring over the stamp catalog looking for relevant types, and learning enough
about the topic to recognize subtle connections. The American Topical Association and others
have published handbooks and lists of larger topics.

Online marketplaces and trade platforms are the most common way of collecting new stamps.

Competitions
Topical collecting is a recognized category for competitive exhibitions and has its own
Commission with the FIP (Fédération Internationale de Philatélie).

TRAIN STAMPS
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