
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
OFFICER ELECTION

Proposed that we elect officers at the January
25, 2023 meeting.

1.     President
2.     Vice President
3.     Secretary
4.     Bookkeeper
5.     Stamp Show Coordinator

Well, maybe not all, but some formal
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  Meetings 2022

November 16, 2022  7 p.m. It will be at the home of Margaret Dunn, 463 Sundance Drive,
Richland.

December 21, 2022 6:30 p.m. Christmas Party.  It will be at the home of Bill Gustafson, 940
Allenwhite, Richland, WA 99352

DUES - the 2022 dues are due and payable and are still $10.  If you pay your dues in October
2022 they will count as your 2023 dues, so get them in.  Send any dues to Tri City Stamp Club
c/o Margaret Dunn 463 Sundance Drive Richland WA 99352.

October 26th meeting was attended by 9 members. The club is formally “Tri City Stamp Club”
dba Tri-Cities Stamp Club. Discussion was held regarding a possible stamp show and the exhibit
frames existence.

People showed collections from Great Britain, New Zealand, San Marino, Austria and various
others.  A few stamps changed hands.

       CLUB NAME
The clubs formal name is Tri City Stamp Club and
will be using Tri-Cities Stamp Club as their doing
business as (dba). 

     Christmas Party at Bill Gustafson’s.
Gathering will start at 6:30.  Spouses are
invited.  Members should bring a desert.

More information to be in 
    December Newsletter

Triangle 11/16/2022 1 November 7, 2022



Triangle 11/16/2022 2 November 7, 2022



Electric Vehicles, 1950s–1980s 

The Post Office Department began to motorize city delivery routes in the 1950s in response to
unprecedented suburban growth and soon began to experiment with electric vehicles in its quest
for efficient, cost-effective delivery vehicles. The earliest city delivery vehicles consisted of
Jeeps, sit-stand trucks, and three-wheeled mailsters.

In 1959, the Post Office Department began testing 13 electric mailsters in Miami and Houston,
and in 1961 ordered 300 electric mailsters from Highway Products Company, for use in Florida. 
Although most of these were still in service as of December 1964, they accounted for only about
two percent of the mailster fleet (298 of 13,754 vehicles). 

They did not accelerate as well as the gas-powered models and could travel only about half as
fast, at about 16 rather than 35 miles per hour (mph). The Department began phasing out
mailsters altogether in 1967, and by the early 1970s they had largely been replaced by Jeeps.   

Prompted both by oil embargoes and environmental concerns, the Postal Service tested electric
vehicles again in the early 1970s, including:  

–an Otis Electric Delivery Vehicle, at Santa Ana, California;
–Battronic Truck Corporation vehicles, at Bethlehem and   
    Allentown, Pennsylvania;
–an Electromotion, Inc., vehicle, in Lowell, Massachusetts; and
–a Harbilt electric vehicle, at Cupertino, California.

Photograph of a Harbilt step van at the Cupertino, California, Post Office in the 1970s. This
prototype British-built Harbilt truck was first tested at Cupertino, California, in 1971. It was still
in service as of January 1982.  

SCAVENGER HUNT
One stamp club program that we had once about 30 years ago was a scavenger 
hunt. Anyone remember it? We were given a list of items to find and bring to our next meeting-
things like an imperf, an overprint, a tete-beche pair, a tryptich, and so on. 
Challenging but fun. There may have been a door prize or something for the person who found
the most items on the list. Would members have any interest in doing another scavenger hunt? 
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BIG TURKEY
A young man who worked at a grocery store had just finished stocking the turkeys in the
freezer when a woman approached and asked, “Excuse me, do these turkeys get any
bigger?” “No ma’am,” he replied. “These turkeys are dead.”

TURKEY HUNT
I shot my first-ever turkey for Thanksgiving this year. Sure scared everyone in the grocery
store, though.

HOME FOR THANKSGIVING
A man called up his adult daughter and told her the bad news: He and his wife were getting
a divorce. “But why, dad? What happened?” the daughter asked. “I’ve been miserable for
years and I just can’t take it anymore. I’ve packed my bags and I’m leaving tonight!” the
father replied.

Independence Stamps of Burundi

The stamps issued on the day of Independence are known as the “Independence Stamps”.
Burundi has issued postage stamps for national use since achieving independence on 1 July 1962.

The country was formerly a part of the Belgian
territory of Ruanda-Urundi and before 1962
used those postage stamps. The small country of
Burundi was part of the European colony of
Ruanda-Urundi until 1966; however, as early as
1962, the area began asserting its individuality
by overprinting stamps of that colony with the
French legend ‘Royaume du Burundi’, or
Kingdom of Burundi. In 1962, Burundi began
issuing its own proper stamps inscribed with the same French phrase.

A set of 9 stamps were issued on 27th September 1962 which come with three main designs.
Stamps with the denomination of 0.50, 3 and 10 Burundian francs depict the right facing effigy
of King Mwambutsa IV on left and the traditional drummer on the right.

Stamps with 1, 4 and 20 Burundian francs depict Flag and Emblem of Burundi and the stamps
worth 2, 8 and 50 Burundian francs depict left facing effigy of king Mwambutsa IV on right and
the map of Burundi on right. The stamps are inscribed with “INDEPENDENCE 1.7.1962” and
“ROYAUME DU BURUNDI”.

In 1967 Burundi achieved full independence and ended its monarchy. At first, stamps from the
kingdom were overprinted ‘République du Burundi’; new stamps with this inscription soon
followed. The inscription is still used to this day, though some stamps use only the word
BURUNDI.
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Star Route Carrier

Star Route Carrier Frank E. Stevens poses on skis with an
80-pound pack of mail on his back in 1920. Stevens carried
mail on the Rocky Bar to Atlanta, Idaho, mail route – one of
the most dangerous in the country. From 1892 to 1913 seven
carriers on the 16-mile route lost their lives in snowslides. The
body of a carrier who died one January was not found until the
following June.

Atlanta is an unincorporated community in the western United
States, located in Elmore County, Idaho.

Historical Home in Atlanta was founded in 1864 during the
Civil War as a gold and silver mining community and named
by Southerners after a rumored Confederate victory over
General Sherman in the Battle of Atlanta, which turned to be
wholly false, but the name stuck. Mining activity near Atlanta

preceded its establishment as a mining community. 

The John Stanley party discovered gold on the nearby Yuba River on July 20, 1864, just two days
prior to the battle back in Georgia. That November, John Simmons made the discovery of the
Atlanta lode which contained both gold and silver.

            

This is a forever stamp.  Why the Postage Due $0.39?  No answer.
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U.S. #3546 Issue Date: October 19, 2001
34¢ We Give Thanks City: Dallas, TX
Holiday Celebrations Series Quantity: 69,000,000

This issue is the first Holiday Celebrations Series stamp to spotlight Thanksgiving Day. It recalls
both historic stories of America's "First Thanksgiving" and more recent memories of traditional
family gatherings. A quilted cornucopia pattern on the stamp symbolizes an abundant harvest and
the promise of future prosperity.
 
Washington & Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Celebrations

On November 26, 1789, the nation celebrated Thanksgiving for the first time under a presidential
proclamation.  Decades later, President Lincoln issued a similar proclamation that made the
holiday permanent.

Though colonists had held harvest celebrations of thanks since the 1600s, it wasn’t an official
holiday celebrated everywhere at the same time.  Rather, it was celebrated in different places, at
different times, and for different reasons. 

That changed in 1789.  On September 25, Elias Boudinot presented a resolution to the House of
Representatives asking that President Washington “recommend to the people of the United States
a day of public thanksgiving and prayer… [for] the many signal favors of Almighty God.”

Triangle 11/16/2022 6 November 7, 2022



 

 

Congress approved the resolution and appointed a committee to approach Washington. 
Washington agreed and issued his proclamation on October 3.  In it, he asked all Americans to
observe November 26 as a day to give thanks to God for their victory in the Revolution as well as
their establishment of a Constitution and government.  He then gave it to the governors of each
state and asked them to publish it for all to see.  (You can read Washington’s proclamation here.)

Washington’s proclamation was then printed in newspapers around the country, leading to public
celebrations of Thanksgiving on November 26.  For his part, President Washington attended
services at St. Paul’s Chapel in New York City and donated beer and food to those in debtors’
prisons. 

In the years that followed, Presidents John Adams and James Madison issued similar
proclamations, but none were permanent.  In 1817, New York officially established an annual
Thanksgiving holiday.  Other northern states followed suit, though they weren’t all on the same
day.  Some presidents, such as Thomas Jefferson, opposed the proclamations.  He believed it was
contradictory to the nation’s beliefs in the separation of church and state.
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Sarah Josepha Hale (famous for the nursery rhyme “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) began a rigorous
campaign in 1827 to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.  She published articles and wrote
letters to countless politicians, to no avail.  Finally, in 1863, at the height of the Civil War,
President Lincoln received one of her letters and was inspired.

On October 3, Lincoln issued his own proclamation, establishing the last Thursday of November
as a day of Thanksgiving.  In particular, to pray for those who lost loved ones in the war and to
“heal the wounds of the nation.”  (You can read Lincoln’s proclamation here.)  The first 

Thanksgiving celebrated under Lincoln’s proclamation was that year on November 26. 

Thanksgiving continued to be celebrated on the last Thursday of November until 1939, when
President Franklin Roosevelt moved it up a week to increase retail sales during the Great
Depression.  Americans were outraged and dubbed it “Franksgiving.”  Two years later, he
reversed his policy and signed a bill making Thanksgiving the fourth Thursday of November, as
it has remained ever since.
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