
IN PASSING
Valerie Thiesfeld died in a Seattle hospital on October 21.  She and her husband Glenn
did the Tri-Cities stamp show as stamp and post card dealers for many years.
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  Meetings 2022

December 21, 2022 6:30 p.m. Christmas Party.  It will be at the home of Bill Gustafson, 940
Allenwhite, Richland, WA 99352.  Host will have plates, glasses, plastic ware and cups plus coffee.
 Spouses or partners are included. It will be at the home of Bill Gustafson, 940 Allenwhite,
Richland. Bring an appetizer or dessert. Beverages, nuts, and chocolates will be provided. We usually
have a small "white elephant" exchange (less than $10.00). It can be stamp related or something fun.

Please RSVP to Bill at machineshopbill@gmail.com or 509-628-3931so he can have enough chairs.

The gift exchange will proceed as follows:
1. All persons participating will draw numbers to determine the order of gift selection.
2. #1 selects a wrapped gift from the gift table and unwraps it; and shows it to all of us.
3. #2 has the option of selecting his/her own gift from the gift table, OR taking #1's gift.
4. If #2 takes #1's gift,, then #1 has to go back to the gift table and select a new gift and open it.
5. #3 now has the option of selecting a new gift OR may take a gift from #1 or #2.
6. Once a gift has been “stolen” twice it cannot be stolen again.
7. The person with the last number has quite a choice of possible gifts!

Do we need to bring plates and silverware?

DUES - the 2022 dues are due and payable and are still $10.  If you pay your dues in October
2022 they will count as your 2023 dues, so get them in.  Send any dues to Tri City Stamp Club
c/o Margaret Dunn 463 Sundance Drive Richland WA 99352.

November 16th meeting was attended by only four of members. Bill Gustafson, Lawrence Clay, Dan
Herting and Margaret Dunn. Lawrence gave an update on the International Scouting Meeting that he
went to in Rome in September. Margaret shared the collection she had received from R L Bauman from
Selah. He had mailed it to her this summer. Dan took it home to peruse and will bring it back for
someone else to see.
Look forward to seeing everyone at Bill's for the Christmas party in December.
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American Topical Association to offer course on presentations
American Topical Association Three-part presentations course in January 10, 17 & 24 at
7 p.m. via zoom.  Those interested can register in the events section on the ATA website,
https://americantopical.org/   The cost is $25 for ATA members and $45 for nonmembers. 

Jerry Johnson
My main activity has been on exhibiting.  I have a one frame exhibit on US Circular mail
1845-1863.  In 2021 the exhibit won gold medals at Westpex, Pipex and Seapex.  This year it
won  a gold at Balpex.  I also have written some short articled for the Auxiliary Markings club.

Joe Voice
Winter 2020/2021: Developed and constructed a single-frame exhibit entitled The US Navy
Mass Flight of January 1937

Entered this exhibit in the Willamette Valley Stamp Exhibition which took place in March
2021. Received a Vermeil ribbon.
Entered this exhibit in PIPEX 2021 which took place in May 2021. Received a Vermeil medal
and the AAPE Novice award.  Note that this exhibit is still visible on the PIPEX 2021 web site.

Winter 2021/2022: Developed and constructed a three-frame exhibit entitled The Varney
Airgram: An Introduction

Entered this exhibit in the Willamette Valley Stamp Exhibition which took place in March
2022. Received a Vermeil ribbon and the Peoples’ Choice award (Salem).
Entered this exhibit in PIPEX 2022 which took place in May 2022. Received a Large Vermeil
medal.

Entered this exhibit in SEAPEX 2022 which took place in September 2022. Received a Gold
medal and the Marcus White Award from the USPSS for Postal Stationary Best in Show exhibit.
Note that this exhibit is still visible on the PIPEX 2022 web site.

Winter 2022/2023: Committed to developing and constructing two multi-frame exhibits. The
first is an expansion of the US Navy Mass Flight exhibit identified above that is intended to tell
the story of development and deployment of the aerial Navy scouting function found to be
needed for successful execution of War Plan Orange in the Pacific.  

The second is an exhibit telling the story of Varney Airlines in the Pacific Northwest that will
incorporate some of the Varney Airgram exhibit identified above.  I intend to enter these two
exhibits in PIPEX 2023, SOPEX 2023 (Medford, OR) and possibly SEAPEX 2023.

Winter 2022/2023: Intend to start writing a philatelic reference work on the Varney Airgram.

John Arn Philatelic Symposium (Moses Lake) 2023: Asked to present a program on the Varney
Airgram.
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EUROSCOUT 2022
Lawrence Clay with his daughter Christa attended EUROSCOUT 2022 at Comacchio, Italy from
September 16-18, 2022.  EUROSCOUT is a biennial event held in Europe.  It was hosted by the
Associazonie Italiana di Scout Filatelia (AISF).  

This was the 13th EUROSCOUT and 11th IFSCO meeting.  The first EUROSCOUT was held at
Grafing near Munich, Germany.  

The International Federation of Scout and Guide Stamp Collecting Organizations (IFSCO) was
founded in 2000 and the first IFSCO meeting was held at Comacchio in 2000.  IFSCO is a group
of world-wide Scout and Guide stamp collecting clubs. The event was attended by nearly 70
Scout stamp collectors and spouses.  

Lawrence was one of two delegates from the Scouts on Stamps Society International (SOSSI)
headquartered in the United States.  

EUROSCOUT 2024 will be held in Granada, Spain.

Over 100 frames of Scouting stamps, covers and post cards were exhibited.  Several
presentations were made during the three days with time for trading or selling.  

Other activities included an evening ship excursion and dinner, a tour of the ancient city of
Comacchio, a gala dinner, and church services on the beach.

A special Scout postal cancellation was issued on September 16.  Shown here is an example on a
cover.
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FIRST STAMPS
A stamp marked "Kingdom of Kabul".

The first stamps appeared in 1871. They were round in shape, imperforate, and printed in black,
with a crude lion's head, surrounded by Arabic script specifying one of three denominations. The
lion, sher, represented the head of state, Sher Ali Khan, as he had been named for the bravery of a
lion. Many catalogues and early collectors incorrectly referred to these as "tiger" heads.

Cancellation was accomplished by cutting or tearing off a piece of the stamp. Cancellation by
postmark was not introduced until 1891. Initially somewhat large, subsequent issues kept the
same basic design but were smaller each year, with the last appearing in 1878. 

Starting in 1876, the stamps were printed in different colors, each color corresponding to one of
the main post offices on the Peshawar-Kabul-Khulm route. Each design in a sheet was
individually engraved, so the stamps vary considerably in appearance. Many of the Sher Ali
issues are readily available, while some sell for hundreds of US$.

1-abasi stamp of 1892.
The defeat of Sher Ali by the British brought Abdur Rahman Khan to the throne in 1880, and the
following year brought new stamps, still round, but with inscriptions in the middle instead of the
lion's head. The era of round designs ended in 1891 with rectangular issues for the "Kingdom of
Afghanistan". 

The three designs consisted entirely Arabic script, and were printed in a slate blue color. The
1892 issue featured the national seal consisting of a mosque gate and crossed cannons; it was
printed in black on colored paper; at least 10 colors of paper were used, and there are many
shades as well, even though all the colors had the same value. 

In 1894 simplified versions of this design were printed on green paper. The 1898 issues of the
national seal on a variety of colored paper were not regularly issued.

1-abasi, 1909.
In 1907 the first rouletted stamps were issued, along with imperforate varieties, depicting a
whole mosque, with various surrounding ornamentation. In the 1909 issue the mosque was
displayed inside an eight-pointed star pattern.[4]
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FUN FACTS ABOUT STAMPS

Every day we learn new things, like it’s said, life is a never-ending quest for gaining knowledge.
Below are some really interesting fun facts about stamps, some you probably never knew.

– a stamp collector is also called a Philatelist: the term ‘philately’ was first coined in 1864 by
Georges Herpin, a French man who himself was a stamp collector.

– The first postal stamps were not able to stick to envelopes. People had to literally sew the
stamps on when no paste or adhesive was available.

– The ‘penny black’ was the first postal stamp ever printed. It had the profile of Queen Victoria
against a black background and cost a penny. It’s is over 175 years old now.

– the universal postal union is the second oldest international organization and is responsible for
safe delivery of postal ‘snail mail’.

– the United Kingdom was the first country to introduce the use of postal stamps and in honor of
this,  the universal postal union allows it to issue stamps without having to print the
country’s name on it.

– the great writer, William Shakespeare, was the first person to appear on a UK postal stamp who
wasn’t from the royal family.

– during the 17th century, candling was used to determine the postal rates of a mail. This was
done by holding a candle in front of the letter. If it was transparent, the stamp was less
expensive. If less transparent, the stamp became more expensive.

– in 1918, some accidentally upside-down printed stamps were lost. These were very valuable
and are referred to as the ‘inverted Jenny’. Only 100 copies have been found till date.

– an Asian country,  Bhutan,  in 1973 printed stamps that could play native folk songs or their
national anthem when it was placed on a record player (how cool).

– in 1993, the Elvis Presley stamp became the most popular US postage stamp to be sold. An
estimated 120 million copies were sold.

– In 2013, Belgium printed postal stamps that tasted and smelled like chocolate. Prior to this
invention, in the late 19th century, the country trained about 37 cats to help deliver mails
to villages only to discontinue the plan because it was totally impossible to successfully
make the cats comply.

In other news, as an extra tidbit, a whopping 20 million Americans collect stamps. Also, most
avid stamp collectors tend to have in their possession, stamps that date back to a whole century
before they were born. And yes, the Apollo 11 crew that landed on the moon in 1969, made an
impression of the moon with a stamp die and after their return, it was used to issue stamps. Bet
you didn’t know half of what we’ve just discovered. You are very welcome.
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Pony Express - 1940
U.S. #894
3¢ Pony Express Rider

Issue Date: April 3, 1940
City: St. Joseph, MO, Sacramento, CA
Quantity: 46,497,400
Printed by: Bureau of Engraving and
Printing
Printing Method: Rotary Press
Perforations: 11 x 10.5
Color: Henna brown
 
U.S. #894 was issued to commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the Pony
Express. It pictures a rider leaving a relay station with a parcel of mail. 
 
Horse lovers and historians found no end of faults in this stamp issued to commemorate the 80th
anniversary of the pioneering mail delivery service. 

The horse’s mouth was open (unlikely at a gallop, some said) and daylight was visible through its
nostrils, making it appear as if it had been shot through the head. 

The rider, meanwhile, was holding the reins too loosely and the saddle he was riding on was
allegedly 50 years ahead of its time. 

As if all that weren’t enough, the rider didn’t appear to be carrying any mail. A later Pony
Express stamp, issued on the 100th anniversary in 1960, seems to have come and gone without
controversy, though the galloping horse still has its mouth open.
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U.S. #922 - 3¢ First Transcontinental Railroad
Issue Date: May 10, 1944
City: Omaha, NE; Ogden, UT; San Francisco, CA
Quantity: 61,303,000

On May 10, 1869, the Transcontinental Railroad was completed with the driving of the golden
spike at Promontory Summit, Utah.
 
Once the stamp was released, the public noticed an error in its design. The stamp pictured
the flag blowing in a different direction than the smoke. Many expected the stamp to be
recalled, but the Post Office Department explained that the flag had to be shown waving in
that direction, otherwise, it would have been outside of the stamp design. 
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Sleeping Bear Dunes

US #5258 – Sleeping Bear Dunes
Value:  $24.70 Priority Mail Express rate
Issued:  January 21, 2018
First Day City:  Kansas City, MO
Type of Stamp:  Definitive
Printed by:  Ashton Potter
Method:  Offset 
Format:  Pane of 4
Self-Adhesive
Quantity Printed:  1,260,000 stamps
 

A long the northwest coast of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, the Sleeping Bear Dunes are a place
of ancient lore and beautiful views.

The legend of the Sleeping Bear Dunes comes from the Chippewa people.  In their tale, a giant
fire raged on the western shore of Lake Michigan.  To escape the blaze, a mother bear and her
two cubs jumped into the lake and began to swim to safety on the opposite shore. 

The swim was too much for the cubs, who became tired and drowned.  The mother bear reached
the shore and waited on the bluffs, but her cubs never arrived.  The Great Spirit was impressed by
the mother bear’s faith and created two islands (North and South Manitou Islands) to honor the
cubs.  Over time, wind covered the mother in sand, where she still waits for her cubs.

Established as a National Lakeshore in 1970, Sleeping Bear Dunes has been called one of the
best-kept secrets in the US.  The 50,000 acres of land is home to 64 miles of beaches, two
islands, and 26 inland lakes.  Over 1.5 million people visit Sleeping Bear Dunes annually for
year-round activities including hiking, fishing, kayaking, skiing, and snowshoeing. 

Good Morning America named Sleeping Bear Dunes America’s most beautiful place in 2011,
helping the area become a popular national tourist attraction.
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