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United Nations Stamp History
The idea of the United Nations issuing its own stamps was first 
proposed by Argentina in 1947.
An agreement with the United States postal authorities was 
reached in 1951 and it stipulated that the stamps be 
denominated in United States currency and used only at UN 
Headquarters.

The first United Nations stamps were issued in U.S. dollar 
denominations on United Nations Day, 24 October, in 1951. The 
stamps were an immediate success and sold out within days.

Similar postal agreements were reached with the Swiss and 
Austrian postal authorities.
On 11 December 1968 , an agreement between the United 
Nations and the Swiss Postal Telephone and Telegraph 
Enterprise enabled the Geneva office of UNPA to issue the first 
UN stamps in Swiss francs on 4 October 1969 .

A similar agreement with the Austrian government on 28 June 
1979 enabled the Vienna office of UNPA to issue the first UN 
stamps in Austrian schillings on 24 August 1979 .









UN Stamps are the Messengers of Peace
Human rights, the environment, endangered species and peace 
are all subjects of universal concern to the peoples of the 
world. They are also subjects which the United Nations Postal 
Administration (UNPA) has promoted on its stamps.

Because United Nations stamps reflect the work of the world 
Organization, the stamps extend beyond the boundaries of 
philately to draw attention to significant world problems and to 
serve as a reminder of the UN’s commitment to its goals.

The United Nations is the only organization in the world which 
is neither a country nor a territory that is permitted to issue 
postage stamps. It is also the only postal authority to issue 
stamps in three different currencies, namely U.S. dollars, Swiss 
francs and Euro.



UN Stamps are the Messengers of Peace
United Nations stamps are miniature works of art, which have 
won international design awards. They are created by artists 
from around the world, and printed in different countries by 
the finest security printers.

Stamp collectors appreciate United Nations stamps not only for 
their innovative designs and universal themes, but also 
because it is still possible to collect every United Nations stamp 
ever issued. Since its creation in 1951, UNPA has issued over 
one thousand stamps.









Universal Stamp Themes
UN stamps have illustrated the aims and achievements of the 
United Nations and its family of organizations.

Some of the stamps celebrate a goal achieved, as exemplified 
in the 1991 Namibia: A New Nation – A Trust Fulfilled stamp 
issue, which celebrated the birth of Namibia . Other themes, 
such as the 2003 Fight AIDS Worldwide issue, are a sober 
reminder of global problems that continue to afflict people 
everywhere. The stamps also commemorate significant events 
in the life of the international Organization, such as the 50th 
Anniversary of the United Nations in 1995.

Recent issues have been concerned with our environment, 
world peace and the promise of a better world. As the 
environment has become increasingly threatened, nations of 
the world have realized that the problems, as well as the 
solutions, are global. Thus the United Nations, through many of 
its subsidiary bodies, has made protection of the environment 
a priority. The current Endangered Species stamp series, with 
its beautiful illustrations of 12 endangered species each year, 
calls attention to this plight.









United Nations Stamps
United Nations stamps are issued simultaneously at UN offices 
in New York , Geneva and Vienna . Each issue carries a related 
design theme, with different denominations for each office. 
The stamps are available from UNPA offices in person or by 
mail, and from stamp dealers. They are valid for postage when 
used on mail from the UN offices in New York , Geneva and 
Vienna .

Under its guidelines, the United Nations Postal Administration 
is confined to selling mint stamps and postal stationery. Usually 
six new commemorative issues are released each year and 
remain on sale for 12 months only. After that date, any 
remaining stocks are destroyed. Commemorative stamps are so 
named because they commemorate a certain theme. They are 
never reprinted, even if they are sold out before the end of the 
12-month sale period. Definitive stamps have an indefinite sale 
period and carry denominations necessary for general postal 
needs. Definitive stamps can be reprinted as necessary.









United Nations Stamps
UN stamps are printed all over the world by security printers, 
both government printing offices and private security printing 
firms. UN stamps are produced under the same security 
controls used for the printing of bank notes. Collectors 
appreciate the high quality of the stamps, which undergo many 
quality controls and are screened by UNPA for any flaws. This 
makes the UN one of the highest-quality producers of stamps 
among postal administrations.













Personalized Stamps
The UNPA offices in New York, Geneva, and Vienna offer a 
unique personalized stamp product that helps guests capture 
the memories of their trip to the United Nations. Individuals or 
small groups can visit the Personalized Stamp Shop to take a 
photograph that is transferred to a pane of stamps featuring 
official United Nations postage. The guest’s image is printed on 
a tab next to the stamps for a one-of-a-kind souvenir. The 
personalized stamps can be saved as a remembrance or used to 
mail cards and letters to family and friends around the world.











Award-winning Designs
The works of the world’s great artists, such as Marc Chagall ( 
France ), Friedensreich Hundertwasser ( Austria ), Hans Erni ( 
Switzerland ), Vincent Van Gogh ( Netherlands ), Paul Klee ( 
Germany ) and Peter Max (U.S.A.) not only are on display in the 
great museums of the world, but are also depicted on United 
Nations stamps.

In recording the activities of the United Nations, the stamps 
have displayed an enormous variety of styles and designs. From 
straightforward graphic depiction to illustrations that carry 
emotional impact, the stamps have represented hope and 
despair, sadness and joy, or, more simply, commemoration, 
observance and reflection.













Philatelic Collectors
The beauty, uniqueness and special significance of UN stamps, 
combined with their individual, often intriguing histories and 
original configurations, continue to be a source of fascination 
and of great value to the collector.

Although philately is one of the most popular hobbies in the 
world, the average age of collectors is increasing, and the 
future of philately rests with today’s youth. UNPA is 
encouraging children to enjoy the hobby of philately, with the 
introduction of collectors’ Fun Packs.


