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By Ardell and Gordon Graner, Global Ministries 
Missionaries, The United Methodist Church 
Editorôs note: The ministry of Solar Oven Partners 
UMC (SOP) has been told through the words of 
mission team members, in print and electronic 
newsletters, on the SOP website, and Facebook. Now 
itôs also told through postings of Global Ministries 
missionaries Ardell and Gordon Graner, who, with 
the Iglesia Evang®lica Dominicana (IED) church, 
are partnering with SOP to bring the blessings of 
solar cooking to the people of the Dominican 
Republic. Following is the account of SOPôs July 
United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) 
trip as reported in the Graner Family blog. 

 

O ur Executive Secretary (Bishop) Miguel Angel Canc¼ sent the latest solar oven 
mission to three new sites on the north coast 
of the island: Sosua, Gaspar Hernandez, and 
Sabaneta de Yasica. We are always surprised 
by what we discover: 
 
In Sosua we visited a community called Villa 
Liberaci·n, a housing project built by the 
government to house a large group of people 
who previously lived in shantytowns located 
along the Sosua River. Poor people often 
build their shacks right up to the riverôs edge 
because no one else will. The risk of flooding 
is 100% whenever there is a tropical storm, or 
even a day of extra heavy rainfall. So the 
government relocated about 3,000 of these 
persons at high risk to the Villa Liberaci·n 
housing project. The apartments are 
overcrowded, unemployment is high and 
water is scarce. Their lives are saved from 
flooding, but new miseries attend them. 
 
We did a solar oven demonstration at Villa 
Liberaci·n and it felt good to be with this 
community. It is a group of people who need 

a break in life. The solar ovens can be part of 
an ongoing ministry of sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ: the Kingdom of God is here 
and is coming. Our hope is to continue to 
share this message in word and deed. 

 
Gaspar Hernandez received us with open 
arms. The weather gave us some trouble in 
bringing a rain storm after we had started 
cooking. But after a half hour the sun shone 
again and we were able to continue to cook  

(continued on page 2) 

 

Solar Oven Partners MissionðJuly 2016 

*Check out web site: solarovenpartnersumc.org  
*Find/Like us on Facebook: Solar Oven Partners 

DONATE an OVEN for $150  

¶ Dakotas Advance #637...Checks to: Solar Ovens / PO Box 460 /  
Mitchell, SD 57301-0460 

¶ UMCOR Advance #418812...Online Giving  Link https://www.umcor.org/
UMCOR/Donate/Donation-Form?type=1002&project=418812 

Ardell Graner sharing the message with the women at Villa Liberación. 



SOP MissionðJuly 2016 (cont.) 
most of the food. Even though the 
demonstration was dampened by 
rain, Pastor Viloria and his wife 
Rosa could see the potential of the 
solar ovens and are enthusiastic to 
continue this ministry in their area. 
They too have a óriverôs edge 
populationô with whom they would 
like to share this blessing. 
 
Sabaneta de Yasica: here the sun 
was in full power with no clouds 
and we cooked chicken and beef, 
baked bread and cakes, made pizza, 
prepared vegetables and had a feast 
together for two days. The local 
church folks in attendance were 
more than excited; they were 
inspired. One woman declared she 
was ñin loveò with this new way of 
cooking. Another man stated with 
religious fervor that this new 
technology for him and his 
community was equal to that of the 
moon landing. And yet another 

woman was caught up in the 
excitement of the moment. After the 
food had been removed from a very 
hot oven she asked how you turn it 
off. 

 
The solar oven team makes this 
possible and we are grateful to each 
one who left home and hearth to 
respond to Godôs call: Rick and 
Lorna Jost, Naomi Hatfield, Charles 

Schnabel, Melinda Williams, the 
Rev. Phil Lint, Krista Honomichl, 
Makenzie Huber, and Brianna 
Whitaker. 
 

 
Follow the Granerôs work in the DR, 
including their first ósoloô solar oven 
demonstration in August led by the IEDôs 
SOP project leadership team, at https://
granerfamily.org/2016/08/27/the-trainees
-test-their-wings/ 

Gordon Graner (below center) checks out 
the food with newly trained solar cooks. A 
beautiful yard (at right) offered by a church 
neighbor is the perfect cooking site! 

Scholarship Encourages Youth Involvement 

T wo recent high school graduates found themselves in 
the Dominican Republic this past 
July as part of the SOP UMVIM 
team, due in large part to a 
scholarship in memory of a former 
SOP and mission enthusiast.  
 
Krista Honomichl, Volga, SD, and 
Brianna Whitaker, Brookings, SD, 
experienced the joy of sharing solar 
cooking due to the youth/young 
adult mission trip scholarships in 
memory of Pastor Bob Neff. Bob 
and his wife, Bonnie, were frequent 
volunteers at SOPôs Volga 
workshop and also members of a 
UMVIM team to Haiti. 
 
ñIôm probably not going to be going 
on another Solar Oven Partners 
mission trip without Bob,ò says 
Bonnie, ñBut if I could use the 
money Iôd spend on a mission trip 
to help someone else, preferably a 
youth, to go and get interested in 

missions, then I know Bob would 
approve.ò 

 
SOP Director Rick Jost says the 
scholarship opens the door wide for 
participation of youth on SOP 
UMVIM teams. ñOur volunteers are 
typically recruited, and the trip 
organized, in six to 12 weeks, which 

doesnôt allow nearly enough time to 
save or fund raise the cost of the 
mission trip,ò says Rick. ñThese two 
annual scholarships provide the 
kind of opportunity that the serious 
young missioner might otherwise 
have to pass up.ò 

 
For more information on the Neff 
Scholarship, express interest by 
writing to rjost@brookings.net 

Krista (left) and Brianna (center) working alongside a 
Dominican woman on the solar oven baking crew. 

Bonnie and Pastor Bob Neff serving on the March 2012 
Solar Oven Partners UMVIM team. 


