Lebanon Cookbook Collective Chapter Table Host Guide
Set the table. Open the door. Gather often.
The Role of a Chapter Table Host
Table Hosts are the heart of each chapter, welcoming others in, setting the table, and creating space for shared meals, meaningful conversation, and the simple practice of hospitality.

What You’ll Do
Name your chapter
Help select Table Members to your chapter
Open your home and table to new Table Members
Set the Date + Invite the Table Members
Learn any allergies of your Table Members
Choose a date and time that works for your chapter
Share your selected cookbook
Go through your selected cookbook and select 6-10 recipes. 
Share recipes for members to choose from to prepare and bring
Setting expectations for Table Members on parking, clean up and future meals shared

Prepare a Welcoming Space
Host in your home or a simple gathering space
Set a table that feels warm and inviting
(think simple linens, candles, seasonal touches)
It doesn’t need to be perfect—just thoughtful

Welcome Your Guests
Greet each person as they arrive
Help dishes get placed and organized
Create an easy, comfortable flow

Gather + Share the Meal
Invite everyone to the table

Encourage sharing:
what they made
what they loved (or learned) from the recipe

A Moment of Prayer or Gratitude (Optional)
You may choose to begin the meal with a brief moment of gratitude or prayer
This can reflect your personal style of hospitality

Practice the Art of Hospitality
Set a relaxed, unhurried tone
Make space for conversation and connection
Ensure everyone feels included

Close the Evening
Thank your guests for coming
Optionally discuss the next gathering or cookbook

Hospitality isn’t about perfection—it’s about presence.
A simple table, thoughtfully set, is more than enough.
FAQ for Chapter Table Hosts
Can my chapter remain with the same Table Guests for more than the allotted six months?
Yes, of course. 

Is there a set amount of Table Members for each chapter?
No, some tables hold 4, other tables might hold 6, 8, 10+ people. You get to decide the about of Table Guests per chapter. 

Can I only be a Chapter Table Guest for one six-month rotation? 
Yes, of course. 

Can I be involved in the selection process of Table Guests to each chapter?
Yes, of course. We will have a selection process gathering in July and February of each year. 

Can my chapter gather at restaurants for meals? 
Yes, of course. Our goal is table hospitality in our community. Yet, we ask that we practice home hospitality on a consistent basis. 

Can we choose outside our cookbook for ethnic cooking nights?
Yes, of course. This is your chapter. 

I already have my Table Members in mind, can I choose them? 
Yes, of course. Our goal is to open our homes, open our community to others. Your Table Members would just need to fill out the membership form and fee. 

Does everyone in my chapter need a cookbook? 
No, as Chapter Table Host you can send recipes via pictures if you would like. If others in your chapter would like a cookbook, Laurie can see about group rate pricing if preferred. 
