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Elections are coming up! 
Are you looking to help your club with all events such as shows, demonstrations, etc?  Consider running for office. 

The current openings are as follows: 

President  (1 year term) 

Vice President (1 year term) 

Secretary (2 year term) 

Director (3 year term) 

 

Please forward your  background and interest in one of the above positions to the Nominating Chair, Kathy Filen, at 
katfilen@gmail.com by October 15,2018 so we can share your information with others via the newsletter before the 
annual meeting on November 10, 2018, at The Machine Shed in Appleton, when elections will take place. 

mailto:katfilen@gmail.com
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Club Excellence Awards from AHA 

A recent email was received from AHA regarding the Club Excellence Awards.  The email is below and as you 
will see, WDHA has made the Finalist selections for 3 – count ‘em THREE – categories!!!  Congratulations to all 
who were involved in these areas! 

 

From: Rachel Mears 
Subject: Club Excellence Award Finalists 

 Good afternoon, 

 Thank you to all who submitted nominations for this year’s Club Excellence Awards.  We had more than double 
the overall entries than the 2017 submissions!  The winners will be announced at our 2018 Convention, but we 
will release the finalists at this time for each category, in no particular order: 

 Breed Promotion/ Community Involvement: 

Bluegrass Arabian Horse Association 
Wisconsin Desert Horse Association 
Colorado Arabian Horse Club 
Diablo Arabian Horse Association 
Empire State Arabian Horse Association 

Membership Recruitment or Retention: 

Colorado Arabian Horse Club 
Wine Country Arabian Horse Association 
Minnesota Arabian Horse Association 
Gold Coast Arabian Horse Association 
Wisconsin Desert Horse Association 

Club Projects: 

Rhode Island Arabian Horse Association 
Wine Country Arabian Horse Association 
Minnesota Arabian Horse Association 
Wisconsin Desert Horse Association 
Diablo Arabian Horse Association 

Again, thank you to all who participated.  We look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s Convention and 
acknowledging all of our outstanding clubs. 

 

 

 

mailto:Rachel.Mears@arabianhorses.org
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  AHA LEGION OF HONOR: 

Congratulations to Matonsk +, purebred Arabian gelding owned by Marie and Tegan 
Schickowski, for receiving this prestigious recognition for earning over 75 points in rated 
competitions.  The Legion of Honor is the Arabian Horse Association’s premier recognition 
program for horses that actively compete and place in recognized AHA events.  The symbol 
denotes the honor and prestige of this huge accomplishment for the horse to achieve these 
points over its career as a competition horse. 

Matonsk + by Zodiac Matador + out of the mare Madanska, has a history of competition with 
wins in National, Regional and Open AHA recognized competitions.  His achievement 
included the following: 

National titles  
2003 Canadian Top Ten English Show Hack 
2003 US National Top Ten English Show Hack 
2004 Canadian Top Ten English Show Hack 
2004 US National Top Ten English Show Hack 
 
Regional Titles 
2003 Region 1 Arabian English Show Hack Top 5 
2003 Region 2 Arabian English Show Hack Champion 
2004 Pacific Slope Arabian English Show Hack Top 5 
2004 Region 1 Arabian English Show Hack Champion 
2004 Region 1 Arabian Country English Pleasure Top 5 
2011 Region 11 DRSG, H/J SH Offsite Arabian SH Showhack Top 5 
2011 Region 11 DRSG, H/J SH Offsite A/HA/AA Dressage TL1 Top 5 
 
AHA Recognized Classes 
Arabian Country English Pleasure 
Arabian Country English Pleasure Champ 
Arabian Country English Pleasure AOTR Champ 
Arabian Country English Pleasure ATR 
Arabian Country English Pleasure ATR Champ 
Arabian English Show Hack 
Arabian Sport Horse Show Hack & A/HA/AA Dressage Training Level 
 
The accomplishments of “Matt”, Matonsk+, are long and well deserving of becoming a recipient of the AHA 
Legion of Honor. 
 
“Matt”  came into the lives of the Schickowski family just went they were looking for a reliable, been there 
done that kind of horse to teach Tegan the responsibilities of horse ownership, and the rewards that both 
hard work and practice can bring.  In 2017, Tegan and Matt attended their first rated show, and true to 
himself Matt was awesome at the show, and Tegan and her mom Marie had a wonderful experience with 
him at the show.  Tegan took home many ribbons, Highpoint Jr. Exhibitor, and was Regional Champion Intro 
Dressage.   
 
I am so proud of this family, and how they have embraced and promoted the Arabian horse, since they have 
gotten Matt.  They originally, leased Matt from me for lessons, but when they knew he was for sale, they did 
not hesitate, and from there have not looked back.  Congratulations to Matonsk+, for this earning your 
Legion of Honor, and for finding your wonderful family, Marie, Tegan, Chris & Ethan Schickowski.  You are 
the future of the industry, and so deserving of the recognition for Matt’s achievements over the years.  I am 
excited to be a part of your future as well.                         --- Gail Rentmeester, Windfeather Training Center 
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WDHA OPEN SHOW AND FUTURITY FESTIVAL 2018 

 
The WDHA Open Show and Futurity Festival weekend has come and gone.... and for an event co-managed by a 
quartet of extremely busy people, it went off fairly well! 

Although horse numbers were down and reserved stalls fewer than in previous years, given the fact that the show 
had to change dates only a month before the final August show date, the 61 horse/rider combos registered in the 
show office made a pretty good showing. 

Futurity entries were light, as in previous years, with none of the junior horses coming back in performance.  The 
show picked up a few more maturity halter entries; and entries in the maturity hunter and western pleasure 
remained the same. 

The ACTS classes were heavily sponsored, thanks primarily to Jessica Cole's (Jessica Cole Training Stables) promoting 
this great opportunity for beginners to experience the show atmosphere in a more relaxed and safely run 
environment.  Sponsors committed to supporting th ACTS classes included Dave and Bev Cole, Faye Grimes Haber, 
Brittney Berget, Carilee Russ, Lee A. Hunter, Melissa Skwor & Ava John, Bill Heiser, Sandy Gorman, Gerri Biodroski, 
Jan Colins Konkoly, and Jessic Cole Training Stables.  Additional sponsorships came from Don Borth, Paula Roberts, 
Bill Heiser, Shelly Lehman, and Kathy Filen.  Our sponsors were rewarded for their generosity by having their names 
entered in drawings for prizes solicited by WDHA members Lory and Scott Kohls.  The five random prizes included 
huge blocks of cheese, horsey items (grooming kits, shampoos, hay bags) and a fly net, this last item donated by our 
generous tack vendor, the Horse Emporium. 

Because of the change in date and because the show was short-handed in manpower, some of the usual amenities 
were absent: there was no on-site food service; the show did not provide on-site shavings; and no one was available 
to organize a Saturday evening exhibitor party. The show also instituted a new manure removal check policy.  A $25 
manure removal check per horse stall was returned to the exhibitor when the stalls checked out clean.  Everyone 
was GREAT about helping show personnel finish up shortly after the last class because exhibitors had policed their 
stalling areas. 

As always, most appreciative thanks are due to the volunteers.  Foremost, loud praise goes to the quartet of show 
managers: Thanks to WDHA President, Shelly Lehman, for drafting the new promo sheet, pulling together a 
comprehensive  show rules document, organizing the day schedule with well-spaced breaks, and making room 
reservations for officials who required them...all the while trying to get herself ready to attend the Canadian 
Nationals.  Thanks to WDHA Board Member Kris Apitz and Dave Lehman for taking care of stall reservations and 
barn assignments, for work trying to arrange for ring drags, for supplying the lawn chairs for center ring. Thanks to 
WDHA Treasurer Kathy Filen, who not only attended to matters financial, but who made important connections 
with the facility re: ring drags and services, who made sure that volunteers were fed each day, who took entries for 
a really complicated show program, and who made sure that the ribbons and awards were ready for distribution. 
Final managerial thanks go to Kristin Urban, who ordered and transported all the ribbons and trophies, provided the 
office supplies (including printing all the necessary paperwork), who hired the judge and located the show secretary, 
who solicited volunteer help, who transported the center ring gazebo and floor rug, sport horse in-hand markers, 
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   water and water coolers, and who was exceedingly fearful that she was going to be stopped on the I 41 corridor on 
her way to Oshkosh under suspicion that she was transporting contraband, given the amount of stuff loaded into a 
very tiny Saturn. 

Many thanks also go to the wonderful volunteers who step forward every year to make WDHA events work.  Thanks 
to Paula Roberts and Don Borth for gate and ringmaster help.  Thanks to Scott and Lory Kohls for help at the gate 
and in the ring, and for taking care of garbage patrol.  Thanks to Connie Kienast for working through a cantankerous 
printer and supplying gate and announcer with the necessary class sheets.  Thanks to Maureen Becraft for ring work 
on Saturday. Thanks to Polly Ney-Papelos (forgive the misspelling!) for functioning as ringmaster all day Sunday.    
Thanks to WDHA Secretary Marie Schickowski and daughter Tegan for taking entries, managing the gate and ribbon 
distribution, not only for the volunteered Sunday morning....but the entire day.  And for helping tear down and load 
at the end of the show.  And for all those who step in and lend a hand where needed, the club's heartfelt thanks. 

Discussion is already taking place about needed and desired changes for the show next year.  Chances are the show 
date will return to September. There's a story there... but it's too long and complicated for this newsletter. 

In the meantime, check out Darcie Strobach's Highland Photography website for 100's of wonderful pictures of the 
two day 2018 WDHA Open Show and Futurity Festival. 
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More information can be found athttp://www.arabianhorses.org/additional/involved/convention/index.html 2018 
Resolutions. 
 

http://www.arabianhorses.org/additional/involved/convention/index.html
http://www.arabianhorses.org/additional/involved/convention/index.html
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Ruling Reached on PAT vs AHA Lawsuit 
 

A 22-page ruling on the Purebred Arabian Trust vs Arabian Horse Association lawsuit, which was 
initiated by the PAT, was handed down by Judge Elizabeth Beebe Volz. The Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law, and Judgement settle the dispute between the two associations. The suit 
related to which organization owned the $2.8 million Horse Registration System (HRS) software 
developed and paid for by AHA. On September 19, 2018 the judge ruled that HRS was not a part 
of the "licensed technology agreement" and, therefore, is owned solely by AHA. 
 
Another key issue was whether the contract work AHA does for the Canadian Arabian Horse 
Registry (CAHR) is subject to royalty payments to the PAT. Again, the court ruled against the 
PAT, stating "the Association is not using either the database or the Licensed Technology to 
perform services associated with registrations on behalf of the Canadian group." 
   
There were counterclaims by AHA against PAT trustees over Breach of Contract and Covenant 
Good Faith and Fair Dealing, Unjust Enrichment, Breach of Fiduciary Duty, and Civil Conspiracy. 
These counterclaims were denied once it became clear AHA had not been damaged when it did 
not lose ownership of the HRS software. 
 
Finally, the judge ruled in favor of the Trust finding that AHA is required to provide a functioning 
version of software capable of registering Purebred Arabian horses and AHA is required to 
maintain the database for such registrations. AHA continues to maintain the database for the 
registration of Purebred Arabian horses. 
 
AHA Executive Vice President Glenn Petty stated, "After two years in litigation, exchanging 
13,000 pages of discovery items, 250 courtroom exhibits, hours and hours of depositions, and 
eight days in court, it is great to receive this ruling."  
 
"With the end of this lawsuit, we can now move on and work together to promote the Arabian, 
Half-Arabian and Anglo-Arabian horse," said AHA President Nancy Harvey.  
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2018 WDHA Calendar of Events 

A more complete calendar may be found at the website:  www.wdhaarabian.com 

October 1 AHA Convention Early Bird Registration deadline. 

 10 
Newsletter Article deadline. Send articles to Candy Ziebell.  Email: 

tazeq@aol.com  

 
 

14 

WDHA Youth Social Event and Meeting.  Neshota Park in Denmark, WI. 
Fall trail ride and potluck (Weather permitting – rain date October 21). Event will 

be moved to Windfeather Training Center if trails remain closed due to recent 
rainfall.  Contact Gail Rentmeester or Marie Schickowski for more information. 

Updates may be posted on the Youth Facebook page as well. 

 19-27 
AHA U.S. Nationals. Tulsa, OK. See AHA website for more information.  

www.arabianhorse.org 

 26-28 
AHA Distance/Endurance Championships. See AHA website for more 

information.  www.arabianhorse.org 

 

November 

 

4 

 

Region 10 meeting. Eau Claire, WI.  See Region 10 website for details. 
www.region10arabians.com 

 10 WDHA Annual Meeting.  12:00 p.m. The Machine Shed, Appleton, WI 

 14-17 AHA Convention.  See AHA website for more details.  www.arabianhorse.org 

December 31 WDHA Futurity deadline.  Kristin Urban. 920.863.8253 

January, 
2019 

12 
WDHA Youth Meeting.  1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Festival Foods Community 

Room, 2430 University Ave, Green Bay.  Topic to be determined. 

February, 
2019 

2 
WDHA High Point Awards Gathering.  Holiday Inn of Fond du Lac, 625 W 
Rolling Meadows Drive, Fond du Lac.  See information earlier in this newsletter 

as well as updates to follow.  

March, 2019 9 
WDHA Youth Meeting.  1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Festival Foods Community 

Room, 2430 University Ave, Green Bay.  Topic to be determined. 

 

  

http://www.arabianhorse.org/
http://www.arabianhorse.org/
http://www.arabianhorse.org/
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Advertising Rates: 
 

All advertising is for a six 
(6) month period. 

 
Members:  
Free Classifieds 
Free Business Cards$10 
Half- Page Ads 
$25 Full Page Ads 
 

Non-Members: 
$5 Classifieds  
$10 Business Cards  
$25 Half Page Ads 
 $40 Full Page Ads 
 

 

 

 

 

President: 
Shelly Lehman 
715-752-3368 
carouse0@frontiernet.net 
 

Vice President: 
Tricia Joaquin 
262-308-7640 
trishzbell@aol.com 
 

Secretary:  
Marie Schickowski  
 
 
 

Treasurer:  
Kathy Filen 
katfilen@gmail.com 
 

Directors: 
Gail Rentmeester (18) 
Kris Apitz (18) 
 

 

Region 10 Delegates 
Shelly Lehman 
Gail Rentmeester 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Candy Ziebell 

W322 S7777 Claire Dr 

Mukwonago, 53149 

262.363.3640 

mailto:trishzbell@aol.com
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