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President's Report

Greetings! It's hard to believe that we are in Fall already and you know
what comes after that ;)

Thank you to all our members that came, supported, participated, showed
and volunteered at the Festival Show Labor Day weekend. Because of
you, it was a great success! It takes all of you to make this happen. I
heard lots of positive feedback from the exhibitors and the judge from
where I was in the center ring.

On behalf of WDHA, I would like to send our condolences to the family
and friends on the passing of our Vice President, Maureen Becraft.
Maureen will be missed by all. Also our condolences to our member Gail
Reentmeister on the loss of her mother. Also this week we heard of the
passing of Bill Hughes. Mr. Hughes has a long history being involved in
the Arabian breed and the International Arabian Horse Association (last
president) and AHA (first president) and continued to be involved
throughout. I have met Mr. Hughes at past conventions. Our condolences
to all!

As we wrap up this current year, please be aware of many deadlines that
are approaching, like Ambassador nominations and High Point deadlines.
We also have an excellent opportunity in the virtual show that is starting.
In November we will be doing elections for the club. This is an excellent
way to be involved as well as joining committees that help make plans for
the upcoming events that we host.

Happy trails,
Polly Popelars
WDHA President

Hospitality Committee
Do you like having coffee and donuts / treats available at the horse shows or clinics or any other event we
have? I do, but I do not have the time, as I need to get ready to be in the ring for the session / day. This is the
same for many of us that 'work' the show. Do you or do you have a parent / grandparent / friend / sibling that
would like to make coffee for the morning and have the treats available? We would like to have a 'Hospitality
Committee' that would be in charge of this. Give it some thought and let me know.

Thank you, Polly Popelars
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Maureen Becraft
WDHA regretfully notifies the horse community and friends of the unexpected
passing of Maureen on Sunday, September 10th. We would like to extend our
sincere condolences to the family as she was loved by many in the horse
community. She was passionate about horses and was a long-standing member
and current vice-president of the WI Desert Horse Association.

Please find a link to Maureen's obituary and service information and feel free to
share this information as you feel appropriate.

https://www.crawfordfh.com/obituaries/maureen-becraft

With regards,
WDHA Officers and BODs

High Point Reporting Deadline & Gathering & HP Banquet
As summer is coming to an end so is the deadline to submit your High Point
Reporting Forms. Email or mail your reporting forms by October 31st. If
you have a show the last week of October, a one week grace period is
allowed.
Mark your calendar for the WDHA Gathering & HP Banquet Saturday,
February 3rd, 2024 at The Radisson in Fond du Lac. If you have someplace
of interest you would like us to consider for the banquet in 2025, please
provide contact information to the HP Chairperson.

Amanda Wilson, 216 Caroline Street, Neenah, WI 54956
WILSONAMANDA85@YAHOO.COM

Meet an Arabian Horse
Wisconsin Desert Horse Association held a “Meet An Arabian Horse”
event at The Festival Show which was well attended. Thank you to
Kristin Urban who ran the event and Lory Kohls who assisted and took
the groups on a tour. Thank-you to
Ashley Hoffman and Millie and Kati
Mayer and Max who were the
Arabians the participants had a chance
to get up close too. Handouts included
Arabian booklet, coloring sheets

(Arabian and the Demo Horses), along
with alot of other information. Not only
was literature provided and up close
Arabian encounters, participants had the
chance to make a “No Bake Cookie” and
the enjoyment of eating it after.

https://www.crawfordfh.com/obituaries/maureen-becraft
mailto:WILSONAMANDA85@YAHOO.COM
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The Festival Show

Thank you to the exhibitors, owners, officials,
staff, and sponsors who supported The Festival
2023 show. It was such a pleasure working
with the Festival Show Committee. They are a
great group of people and all worked together
to make the show the best it could be. I
unfortunately do not have a group picture of the
committee members, they being Polly Popelars,
Marie Schikowski, Kathy Filen, Maureen
Becraft, Kristin Urban, Ashley Hoffman,
Forrest Nutter, Lory Kohls, and Amanda
Wilson.

From all aspects the show was a success :-) in
particular the fresh morning donuts and coffee,
the group of volunteers who made the show run
smoothly, and the accomplished and friendly
officials and staff.

The show offered AHA recognized classes,
open all breed, academy, liberty and the class I
most enjoyed was the “Lead Line Any Age”.
Maneuvering the obstacle course was a hoot.

We look forward to seeing you again in 2024.

The Festival Chair and Show Manager. Shelly
Lehman

Shout Out

HF Its Miller Thyme+ has been
awarded her Legion of Honor and I have been
awarded the Handler of Honor Champion
award fromAHA.

Ashley Hoffman
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>>>>>>> WDHA Elections <<<<<<<
Annual elections are quickly approaching and will be held at our November Meeting, Sunday, November 12 at
the Neenah Festival Foods, Community Room. Open offices are

President (1 year term) Vice President (1 year term)
Treasurer (2 year term) BOD (3 year term)

Contact election chairperson Marie Schikowski @ maitaibo@live.com if you are interested in running for any
of these offices. Please refer to our bylaws at WDHA Bylaws for additional information and eligibility.

mailto:maitaibo@live.com
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/fb29947e-4777-498a-b6c5-90f32bfba0a2/downloads/WDHA%20Bylaws.pdf?ver=1690921331981
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What is the future of showing the Arabian Horse?

As we observe the beautiful pictures from Youth Nationals, Mid Summer, and
multiple regionals, we are in awe of the beautiful horses and horse/rider
accomplishments. But, not all Arabian horses are national/regional caliber and
while some regional horse numbers are growing, many other regional and local
show horse numbers are dramatically down and the clubs that sponsor them are
struggling for these local show opportunities to survive. Not all Arabian horse
owners/exhibitors can afford or have the horse to show at regional and national
levels and showing at local shows may be their pinnacle of success and what is
wrong with that! Local shows are AHA’s foundation for new horses, young
horses, new exhibitors/owners/trainers and current members who do not
have the horse or financially can not afford the horse or the expenses to
show at the regional/national levels. AHA has said itself “Determining
qualifications have never been as simple as often thought. In recent
years at the encouragement of the BOD, the CAC (competition advisory commission) has tried to make
qualification decisions that help encourage participation at the local and regional level, as we have
become a top heavy industry. Local participation is vital to the success and longevity of the Arabian
Breed. Local shows are truly the breeding ground for new members, new owners, new exhibitors, and
new trainers. Additionally, they are the financial lifeline for local clubs, creating the financial means by
which a club exists, and functions in order to promote the Arabian and Half Arabian Horse. In essence
local shows are one of the best and likely the most important marketing tools the Arabian Breed has.”
Unfortunately, AHA actions have spoken louder than their words and is AHA becoming a breed organization
for only the regional/national shows or is AHA an organization to promote and recognize all competition levels
of the Arabian horse and their accomplishments?

For curiosity I kept track of horses I knew that showed at US Nationals in 2021. Exhibitors/owners/trainers
prepared their horses for the highest level of competition, reached deep in their pockets to cover the entry
fees/travel/other show expenses, and left for the show with the anticipation and aspiration of showing and
coming home with a ribbon. But reality is only 37% of those 107 entries came home with a ribbon leaving 67%
empty handed and disheartened. US Nationals had 1000+ entries so potentially there were 670 entries that
came home empty handed. There is a place for that 67% but we are at a moment of truth if local shows will
survive and there is a chance that that 67% will give up on the Arabian horse breed and get out of horses or go
elsewhere.

You do have a voice and if you are concerned about the future of your club and the local shows it sponsors, it is
time you write AHA. It is time to encourage AHA to take a look at what their actions have caused at the ground
level. As clubs dissolve, shows disappear, so does the Arabian Horse Association and the Arabian breed. For
the breed to grow it needs to grow from the ground up, it will not from the top down.

I strongly encourage you to reach out to the AHA 2023 Board of Directors, Competitions Advisory Committee,
and any other AHA Leadership. You can find their contact information when logged into AHA on the
leadership page https://www.arabianhorses.org/login/leadership/boardList.

The Badger & Festival Shows
Committee Chair and Show Manager

https://www.arabianhorses.org/login/leadership/boardList.
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WDHA
Officers & BODs

President - Polly Popelars Secretary - Marie Schickowski
Vice-President - Vacant Treasurer : Shelly Lehman

BODs: Kathy Filen, Lory Kohls, Ashley Hoffman-Riehl

Newsletter Submissions:
Submissions for the WDHA Newsletter should be sent

to Shelly Lehman at wdhaarabian@gmail.com

mailto:wdhaarabian@gmail.com
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