Threads in the Fabric of Community

Chestertown
Newnam Armory



RELEVANT EXPERIENCE
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‘The Mission’...for today

Present the History of the Circa 1931 Chestertown Armory
as an Historic Resource in the Architectural, Military &
Community Contexts of Chestertown & Kent County.

" Parta The Building

= Part2 The Military

= Part3 The Community

" Part 4 The Designations



Part1. The Building



Pr ooy

MD Military Dept D-Day Dedications &

Testi ial 5 <
Buys Land eSDIi'::eTa June 6, 1944 National Register

WAC Buys Armory

Building Deployed to VE Day & Armory Declared Application for
Dedication England Community Use Surplus Demolition

The Armory Timeline



d The BUILDING
LOCATION

Southwesterly of
town on Quaker
Neck Road and west
of the Chester River.

The 3.5 - acre parcel
was bought in 1929
by the Maryland
Military Dept.

Location Plan




1 The BUILING
DESIGN PLANS

‘T’ shaped floor plan
with 32'x67' Head
House & 61'x 112’
open, 7-bay Drill Hall,
built over an exposed
basement ground
floor level - total
approx. area of 19,600
sq ft. Construction
started in1930 at a
cost of $47,000.

Ground Floor Plan

North Side Elevation South Side Elevation



1 The BUILDING

ELEVATIONS

‘Economic driven simplicity
having modern, classic & fortress
influences with art deco accents’

Primary Exterior Materials

Poured concrete foundation wall
Brick veneer painted

Cast stone window inset - Gothic
influence

Casement steel windows
Curved panelized entry doors

Poured concrete ramp [firing range
below]

Rolled membrane roof, pitched

Steel exit stairs




J The BUILDING
STRUCTURE
& INTERIOR
CONSTRUCTION

Highlights
= Segmented steel roof structure

= Wood plank roof deck

=  Masonry exterior walls with
plaster finish

=  Poured concrete floors
supported by concrete beams
and columns

=  Wood floor finish at drill hall
= Steel stairs

= Poured concrete balcony with
integral seating

=  Poured concrete basement
foundation walls




The BUILDING'S
NOTEWORTHY
FEATURES

Architectural Highlights

Two-story angled and curved entry
niche

Three-part cast stone Gothic inspired
projected window bay

Arch topped and panelized double
entrance doors

Banded cast in-place lettering above
entrance

Medieval inspired light fixtures and
angled flagpoles with decorative
finials

Cast stone fagade accent panels

Deep red rich brick color with colored
mortar

Free-span structural steel roof
structure with knee bracing

Ground floor level poured concrete
‘plinth’



Career Highlights

> President Herbert Hoover dedicated his Washington,
DC memorial for President James Buchanan, 1930

> American Art Magazine, Vol. 21, 1924, mentioned Mr.
Beecher as a “Who’s Who” in American Architecture

> Planned the quadrant planting schemes at the
Washington Monument

> Designed the Emerson Hotel, Baltimore’s most
prestigious hotel

> Accomplished land planner hired by the Roland Park
for the second planned residential development in the
nation

> Long association with famous Baltimore sculptor,
Hans Schuler whose statues grace Washington, DC
and Baltimore

> Designed both the studio and house for Hans Schuler
> Included in the publication “Century of Baltimore
Architecture”, 1957 by the American Institute of

Architects

> Designed numerous residences in Baltimore’s Roland
Park for prestigious clients

William ‘Gordon’ Beecher, Architect
Baltimore, Maryland 1877 - 1963

“a very, very capable architect with a great deal of talent”



L The EMERSON HOTEL

Built at the busy downtown corner
of Baltimore and Calvert Streets in
Baltimore, the building was
designed to mimic New York’s
famous Plaza Hotel.

The exceedingly popular 17-story
Emerson opened in 1911 and
closed in 1969. It was demolished
in 1971 and replaced by a bank
building.




U The CATONSVILLE
PRESBYTARIAN CHURCH

The fellowship hall and tower were built
in 1921 and the sanctuary in 1928.

The fellowship hall is skillfully handled
by balancing the large volume with
towering windows and the choir loft
punctuated by three oculus windows.

The hall is transformed into a spiritual
experience by flooding the space with
natural light, curving the ceiling and
carving the window tops into the curve.
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U The STUDIO & RESIDENCE
for HANS SCHULER

Hans Schuler was a talented and
renown Baltimore sculptor. Dubbed
the ‘"Monument Sculptor’, his works
adorn both Washington, DC and
Baltimore.

Mr. Beecher designed the studio as an
apprentice architect and was later
asked by Schuler to design the
attached residence due to his respect
for the architect. The Schuler House
and Studio are listed on the National
Register and currently houses The
Schuler School of Fine Arts.




U The JAMES BUCHANAN
MEMORIAL

Dedicated in June 1930, a bronze
and granite memorial to President
Buchanan in the southeast corner of
Meridian Hill Park Northwest,
Washington, D.C.

Mr. Beecher collaborated with
renown Baltimore artist Hans
Schuler who designed the
sculptures.

Notice the exploration with clean
crisp lines and minimal detailing
that was to manifest in the 1931
Chestertown Armory design.



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122114812688060268&set=a.122098549664060268&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXURJMeV0QAOuRjz6PNXEAc4lZLSQiZMw6qc95ZaGPHugycYxm6_XpuuATdMjqtBRmd6U8guCz45Lo-ryZuSApeYlbq_adj16ExxaKMPpzSgdrGEIyzKEWhauTY5ZGeDEOiJX_iYjBlHZY5TslLYRuk4jhB4taI3uklKzAw2xvMjuYqomHwe4YNibl4lEelFG8&__tn__=EH-R

L The STEWART RESIDENCE

Located at the Olmsted planned
Roland Park outside of Baltimore,
the house was built in 1928 for a
physician. Influenced by the half
timber and gothic styles, the
dwelling evokes a quiet confidence
as it settles into the sloping site.

The design showcases Mr. Beecher's

skills across the spectrum of building
types, from large to small. The hand

of a very talented architect here and

at the Chestertown Armory.
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Part 2. The Military



J TRAINING and

DEPLOYMENT CENTER

The Chestertown Armory trained and
deployed US Army MEDICOS to treat and
evacuate the wounded in the fierce
frontline actions.

THE MEDICAL DETACHMENT was honored
by the community with a testimonial
dinner on January 31, 1941, before the
young men were inducted into the Army
and shipped off for combat and medical
training at Fort Meade.

The rooster provides a good idea as to
who these men were on that winter day in
January 1941. In due time, they would be
part of the great D-Day invasion with
sights on Omaha Beach, Normandy, facing
horror while creating history.

Testimonial Dinner

TO

MEDICAL DETACHMENT 116th INFANTRY

MARYLAND NATIONAL GUARD

Friday, January 31, 1941

@ 700 P. M.
FIREMEN'S HALL

CHESTERTOWN, MARYLAND

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

The Business Men's Association of Chestertown,
Maryland, and other sponsoring service
clubs and associations of
Kent County

GUESTS OF HONOR

Ut. Col. Frank B. Hines,

Commanding Medical Detachment, 115th
Maryland Natiotal Guard, Kent County, !

Second Lieutenant, Walter T. Morris
Staff Sergeant, Chaires, Garrett F.

SERGEANTS
Frank, Frederick T.
Smith, Spencer S.

CORPORAL
Hazel, Fred L.

PRIVATES 1ST CLASS

Bigelow, Franklin P,
Elburn, Edward R,
Frank, John T.
Frank, Neavitt F.
Gardner, Benjamin ¥,

Archer-Burton, Allister
Davis, Joseph W,
Elliott, Robert L.
Fogwell, Preston L.
Frazier, Oliver E, Jr,
Happersett, Harry E.
Hickman, Stephen S,
Jacquett, Richard S.
Mench, William B.
Meeks, Lawrence E.
McGinnis, Lemuel R,

Long, Robert L,
McGlianes, Harry 8,
Newnam, Richard B,
Perry, Roland L.
Younger, Joseph D,

PRIVATES

Newnam, John H,
Rodney, Walter V.
Seward, Thomas I,
Smith, James H.
Swann, Ralph R.
Wood, Mark P,
Woodall, Edward E.
Moffett, Maxwell B.
Moffett, Walter, Jr.
Everett, Kennard E,
Coleman, Frank B,

K. Company, Infantry—Centrevilie Detachme:

Penn, Robert

Coulter, Bayard

Anthony, Townshend




1 CHESTERTOWN
ARMORY in WWII

The men of Chestertown's Armory were
the 29th Infantry Division, 115th
Infantry Regiment, Company G.

The 29th Division -'29, Let's Go' -
played a major role in WWILI. (Saving
Private Ryan). They were a medical
attachment that landed on the beaches
of Normandy, D-Day 1944.

"Unarmed, they go into the thick of
battles to give first aid to the wounded
risking their own lives..."

Silver & Bronze Star & Purple Heart
citations too many to note. Heroism
beyond the pale.

‘ With The U.S. Armed Forces I

Medicos Practised First Aid In England

The above soene taken in England while our troops were on maneuvers is
typlcal of the work many Kent County seldiers are doing as members of the

Medical Corps with the 115 Infantry 26th Division now in France. These| P

boys unarmed, go into the thick of the battles to give first ald to the wounded
and many tsles of herolsim have come from thelr exploits. The only
medico In the picture that we can identify Is Saff Sergeant E. Ringold
Elburn, second from the right.




SGT.JOHN H. NEWNAM

The CHESTERTOWN NEWNAM ARMORY

is named for Sgt. John H. Newnam,
Eative son of Chestertown and WWII
ero.

John H. Newnam, affectionately known
as "Blimp," was a remarkable figure in
Chestertown with a deep commitment
to service. Born in Chestertown in 1921,
he dedicated his life to selflessly
serving his nation, community, and
family. His extraordinary contributions
led to the posthumous dedication of
the Chestertown Armory in his name, a
testament to his legacy of unwavering
dedication and service.

. John H. Newnam, also known as "Blimp," was born

in Chestertown, Maryland, in 1921 (though he later
confessed to being born in 1922 to enlist in the
military). He dedicated his life to service, serving
for nearly four decades with the Maryland Nationa
Guard, with seven years in active duty and thirty-
three as a reservist. Notably, he played a crucial

- roleinWorld War Il, landing on Omaha Beach
7z during the D-Day invasion, and continued to serve
M. after being wounded. In his civilian life, he excelled
# in his career at the Chesapeake and Potomac
# | Telephone Company of Maryland, was actively

involved in community organizations like the Lions

Club, and was a devoted family man.

John's legacy lives on through his dedication to
family, service to the Maryland National Guard,
and contributions to the Chestertown community.
The Chestertown Armory, where he devoted much
of his life, was posthumously dedicated to him in

"% 1992, and a plaque in his honor was installed. His
" = impact extended to generations of soldiers and
.. = numerous events at the Armory, serving as a
~ +  lasting inspiration for future generations to value
" selfless service and dedication.




] Dedication of the
CHESTERTOWN
ARMORY

The Chestertown Armory was
dedicated to John H. Newnam,
a place where Newnam poured
his heart and soul into various
events, elevating its special
significance in the community.
His dedication to the Armory
and what it represented was the

catalyst for its posthumous
dedication in 1993.

A plaque was affixed to the
Armory in his honor, and the
dedication ceremony was
presided over by then Maryland
Governor Donald Schaefer.

AN DONALD SCHAEFER

UiS L. GOLDSTEIN TREASURER
LLE MAURER

A lOR GENERAL JAME

LA SR

CATED IN HONOR

OF .
SFC JOHN H. NEWNAM

29th INFANTRY DIVISION

saARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
B GOVERNOR
COMPTROLLER

= ‘T
N DEPARTMEN
MILITARY £, FRETTERD

e ADJUTANT GENERAL

——— e
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15t SGT. EDWARD RINGGOLD ELBURN

15t Sgt. Edward Ringgold Elburn was
highly decorated, receiving both the
Bronze Star and Purple Heart for action in
France. During the midst of heavy artillery
barrage near Bohars, Sgt. Elburn and two
other Maryland men risked their lives to
save the wounded as shells burst around
them.

Their actions were described as a stirring
display of courage and devotion, earning
them all the Bronze Star. At St. Lo, Sgt.
Elburn received facial injuries by shrapnel,
was patched up and returned to tend the
wounded despite his own wounds,
earning him the Purple Heart.

' 29th Division Medics Awarded
~ _ Bronze Battle Stars For Action




] Dedication of
ELBURN HALL

On December 5, 1993, the drill
hall at Chestertown Armory
was named ELBURN HALL in
honor of 15t SGT. (RET) Edward
Ringgold Elburn.

Major General James F.
Fretterd, the Adjutant General
of Maryland, conducted the
ceremony commemorating
the dedication and service of
the local hero.

ELBURN HALL
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SGT. PHILIP E. HAGUE

SGT. PHILIP E. HAGUE, another decorated
hero deployed from the Chestertown
Armory. Sgt. Hague also distinguished
himself in action near Bohars with Sgt.
Elburn and Sgt. Smith for which he also
received the Bronze Star.

During the D-Day invasion, his commander
asked that he keep a diary of their first few
days upon landing on Omaha Beach. We
wish we had it to preserve more history of
the 29th and role of the Chestertown
Armory.

Awarded Medal

v e ST Ee——— S Jwve
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S(Sgt. Philip E. Hague, of the
Medical Detachment of the 115th In.
fantry, U. S. Army, has a Bronze
Star Medal awarded “for heroic
achievement in military operationt
against the encmy on the 27th ol
August, 1944, in Brittany, France”.
Sergeant Hague has been overseas 26




SGT. LEMUEL "ROL" McGINNIS

SGT. LEMUEL R. McGINNIS, known as
"ROL", was awarded the Bronze Star
for action near Villiers Fossard,
France.

On July 1, 1944, during concentrated
enemy shelling, Rol assisted in the
evacuation of casualties from the
battlefield earning him the medal for
extraordinary action and service
performed in an armed conflict, thus
distinguishing himself as a local hero.




SGT. JAMES E. SMITH

SGT. JAMES E. SMITH, received the
Bronze Star for meritorious bravery
in action near Bohars, France as a
Medico helping to save the lives of
wounded while under heavy artillery
shelling along with Sgt. Elburn and
Sgt. Hague. His devotion to saving
lives at the risk of his own is stirring.

Another local hero to be remembered
and honored deployed from the
Chestertown Armory.




J THEIR LEGACY

The article illuminates the stellar

devotion to serviceand
commitment to duty exhibited
by the brave men of the Armory.

At the bottom are the names of
the 14 who at the time had
achieved 4 years of service with
many awarded the silver or
bronze medals and puri)le
hearts. Simply incredible. Some
had fallen as casualties in the
line of duty.

All 35 of the original
detachment are true heroes
who ensured the freedoms we
enjoy today.

ent Contingent
Passes Landmark

14 of 35 in Original De-
tachment on Rolls Of

CHESTERTOWN, Md. Feb. 26—
;(Spechh.—-.‘\ccording to word re-
iceived during the past week from
' a war corvespondent who is with ths
famous 20th Division of the United
IStates Army overseas, 14 Chester-
town men now serving with a med-
Hical dotachment recently reached
the fourth anniversary of  thelr
|service.

The contingent started with 35
imen but since that time 21 have
'been dropped from the rolls, either
[through transfer, discharge, or as
casualties.

Many of the men remaining have
been awarded Siiver or Bronze Stars
or Purple Hearts. The medical men
attend the wounded and while car-
rying no weapons have seen consid-
erable frontline action. Still with
the detachment after four years of

service mre:

Technical: Sergt. Mark P. Wood, sSuf
Sergt. Fredevick T. Frank, Stafl Sexgl.
Edward R, Ridurn, Siafl Sergl Lemuel R,
MoGinnls, Technioal Sergis- Phillp B
Hague, Ricbard B 'Newman, Harry & Mcee-
Ginnia, Pranklin P, Rigelow, Jospa D.
Younzer, John H. Nesaam. ‘Maxwdll B,




(L FRANCE and the
115th INFANTRY
REGIMENT

The Corix de Grieve, France’s
most distinguished medal for
heroism in combat was
awarded to the 125%" Infantry
Regiment.

The Unit was recognized for
their bravery and sacrifices
in the Liberation of France,
particularly their actions at
Saint Lo, Normandy, July

1944.
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1 EPILOGUE

A granite memorial outside of the
Armory bears witness to the
service of the 115th from 1941-
1944. Inscribed is the following.

“IN GRATEFUL TRIBUTE to the men
of the medical detachment of the
115th Infantry Regiment Maryland
National Guard, both living and
dead this shrine is dedicated.
THEIR VALIANT EFFORTS HELPED
PRESERVE FREEDOM IN
AMERICA

4 In GRATEFUL TRIBUTE

& TO THE MEN of |
"§ THE MEDICAL DETACHMENT

OF THE

4 NSty INFANTRY REGIMEDT RN, o
MARYLAND NATIONAL GUARD, I+ ©

BOTH LINVING AND DEAD
THIS SHRINE IS. DEDICATED,:

4 THEIR UALIANT EFFORTS B &
| HELPED PRESERVE

FREEDOM 1N AMERICA: &
1941 1945 <




Part 3. The Community



The
Community
Events

HOSTED BY THE ARMORY!!!

The Chestertown Armory hosted many
significant and fun events for decades.

The armory provided a ‘Community Center’
and a popular destination for Chestertown,
Kent County and the region.

The most popular events were the Christmas
and Antique and Farm Shows, the Cotillion
Ball, Dances and a variety of Sporting Events.

The memories are precious, and the stories

need to be retold — threads in the fabric of
Community.



Thanksgiving Dance
Chestertown Armory

E & ' R : : = j Thursday, November 27, 1947
D I I II I I ‘ gP : ' Dancing 9 to 1
O U n I y ~ / d i Featuring ‘,
STy I A : I Bob Harry’s Orchestra |
) L 3 £ | One of the biggest name bands |
D A N E S b i e 1 8 . | I Ever to Appear on the Shore
C ‘ 1 ' i ] | Admission £5 5 oume Do

ns Phone Chestertown 137-R
Or Write Co. G., Md. Natl. Guard, Chestertown

on Club are pictured at t
e Daniel Premo, Rut

The Chestertown Armory hosted popular
dance events for various ages and music
tastes. The large drill hall with wood floor
was a perfect venue for ballroom to rock n’
roll dancing! Big name orchestras and
recording artists filled the hall with music.
Among the more popular events were....

| Armistice Ball
| To Aid Legion|

Chestertown Benefit to Be|
Held Friday Night; Youth

= Cotillion Club Balls
= Washington College Dances

npany G, Marvland

. National Guard, will bring nation-

™ U t CI b M A t & D h II ally known dance bands to Chester-
p Own U US'C c S ance a town for its monthly dances in the
Chestertown Armory, provided the

project receives public support. it

H s d today by Ca
» Charity Dances Semes C P ook i

" Square Dances
= MonthlyYouth Dances

= Chestertown HS Proms & Dances

first dance of the series will be held
in the armory on Thanksgiving

ght, Nov. 27, and will feature the
music of Bob Harry and his orches-
tra, consisting of 13 musicians and
Miss Dorrie Dexter, vocalist. Mr
Harry headed the 324th ASF Band
during World War II when it broad-

cast for 26 weeks over a world-wide|

network. The second dance of the

series will be given in the armory on|

New Year's Eve

The first of a series of dances of the holiday season was held Thursday, December 16, 1943
in the Chestertown Armory sponsored by the Chestertown Unit of the Maryland State
Guard. On Friday, December 17, the senio class of the Chestertown High School gave its
annual dance at the Chester River Yacht and Country Club, prior to which Mrs. Harold S.
Gould entertained at a buffet supper at her home Holly Hollow near Chestertown in honor
of Miss Ann Burris, senior, and Mr. Robert Bemizer. On Christmas Eve the Lynch Minute Men
Company will give a dance in the Chestertown Armory and on New Year's Eve Frank Jarman
Post American Legion will give a dance in the Armory for w arrangements are under
direction of Adjutant Norman E. Peterson reported The News Journal, December 18, 1943,
on page 18

Melvin Price and his Santa
Fe Rangers From WBOC
Announce the following dances and shows
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15—Dance 8:30-12 P. M. At the new Rieck
Toed vabliog; Froston, M. | Bponercd Sy the Fremma. Fe
Company. ixlam

M. At Gelden Eagle

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4—Dance 5-12 P, M. At Island Casine,
St Md. Alse including Oct. 17 and every Thurs-
day except Oct. 31
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25—Show and
B:3032 F. M. Near Sudlersri

- - o
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER $—Dance. 5:
Armary, Chestertown, Md.

o=
VE THIS AD FOR YOU




J Community
SHOWS

The Chestertown Armory offered
popular seasonal and annual shows

for the community. Instead of traveling
long distances to shop and learn, the
venues came to town for all to enjoy!
Among the more popular events were....

= Christmas Shop
= Antique Show

* Flower Show

* Farm Show

=  Auto Show

= County Fair

A large list of entries is foreseen |
for the Fall Flower Show of the!
Chestertown Garden Club, accoru-
ing to Mrs. Grace B. Maxwell gen
eral chairman. The show will oe
held at the Chestertown Armory on |
Thursday, Oct, 14 from 3 until 9 |
p. m.

wmn 11 ‘3 The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, Maryland) - 7 Oct 1984
Christmas Shop at Chestertown Armory

Shops from five states. 10 am. to 6 p.m. Con-
tact Mrs. 1. J. Profaci, 1-778-0270.

The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, Maryland) - Fri, Nov 5, 1937
= S A aae—

e ————
5{AUTO snow mgm,Commny have completed plans for erating. The exhibit will be features

'holding an automobile show in the by a display of 1938 models of cars |

Event To Be Staged At Chester- Chestertown nrmory from Novembcr sold by dealers in Chestertown and |
town From Nov. 11 To 13 ;

1) Nov 1941

The News Journal (Wilmington, Delaware)

.»\ rmorsy P l”(‘(]
For [“urm Show

Chestertown Exhibits Open
Tomorrow: urches To

Hold  Special Services

The Capital (Annapolis, Maryland) -

| | fine sige=d cut glass, art glass,
| | patiern glass,

e

| Thu, Apr 30, 19

Antiques shown

in Chestertown

The Nateea! Guasd Aroury 2 complete service for twelve P&
Chesteriown will be busy this tea dafferwat servs ng pucz,
week when thirty aauques Furaiture, both penod af
dealers from Maryland, prumlive, 12 beautiful dg"
Uclawaze, Virgunia,  Peno-” wouls, ready o place 1 e
sylvania and '\(W Yurk move . will 2 avaulable nciuding
for the {irst anoual Sprnoy An sets of magnficent  sels |
tygues Show and Sale May 13, Enghsn Uippendaie chars -

All antigues at s show will be @ selof lrn.mdurxdxlufsu.:
for sale and will run the gamut. charming hard w find bangui
frum 18th cenmury pieces o Art ruby saun glass la.mpwlllwec
Nouvesuin price ranges W piease find a duyer.
everyone from the budget- Dealers specializing in an

mi u) m more jewelery will have a lar,
and s=lechon of ppusial yewelery a
with Mother's Day just a -n‘
-u:uqum for today’s pleasure away, z.tu;nsanuc:.weLl-eul!.x:l:m‘2

| and lourus's msamnﬂmc!ﬁﬂ Mother's Day gifl

be :n abundance and will include [tems that will mlzfeﬂ!hzrm‘
are ooins, banks Indian ian
wienal items, hard to find Gfacts, Kenmcky rifles, bottes, |
paperweights, elc. Tare Lancaster rifle made by

Doucdkm-\um‘vemm(}maﬂ:!&bm:meg

| | selection of antique dolls, doll Scrimshaw powder borm, C3
1| bouses and mimature Furniture, 1843.

There'll be a beautiful set of Hours of the show will be froc)

| Ironstone Tea Leal Lusire, 11AM 1010 P.M onFriday

Saturday, May Ist and 2nd
from 11 AM. 106 PM. 00 the
day, Sunday, May 3rd.

| ANTIQUES — Unusual what-
i oot stand, mahogany with
mirror, mahogany tilt-top

| table with serpentine feet and

i

small leather covered doll’s
trunk will be exhibited for sale
by Kocevar’s Antigues,
Manheim, Pa. at the Antiques

| Skow and Sale at the
| . Chestertown Armory May 1-3.

Thirty dealers from five states

VICTORIAN — This satin |

glass pitcher and four tum- |

blers and waloat Victorian ||
table with marble top will be |
exhibited by Callie Coleman of
Elkton, Md. at the Antigues
Show and Sale at the Na

Gi
i owill be exhibiting.- ;




The News Joumal (Wu.mmgnon Dclav\ are) - Wed, Nov 8, 1944

B e ———

| | Armistice Ball
- Community  To Aid Legion|
CHARITIES & (he-lerto‘wvl_liBeneﬁt to Be4

Youth |

| Held Friday Night; 5
FUND RAISERS T Fellow-;-h(ips Organized?

The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, Maryland) - Thu, Oct 24, 1940

CHESTERTOWN, \;:«moif’{“_'af;;; |American Legion Plans
~ : :e:-egrg‘ ‘("';. of -,A rmistice Day in l" (:h"s’?”(’."n Rﬂn uet
The Chestertown Armory hosted a | © town will be a big dance e e S g
- . 5 . | & - . n ool Post. | ationa efense Program Be
variety of charity benefits which served | " o i g B oo Mone: Wagts S Sinepasien
to knit the community in common | Arm n Friday night instead of | SRR Y
] i n ay vening, the usual [Special Dispatch to The Sun)
service to others. Types of charity | time for the celerration. : Chestertown. Md., Oct. Z—Harry §.
i Il roceeds will ">€ applied to a | Jarman, of Galena, commander of
events were.... | N ¢ g raised for the equip- | Frank Jarman Post here, is completing

e ost's 1 emori '. .
he post’s new Memorial | ‘ ".he program for the annual American

Legion banquet, which will be held =n
the Chestertown Armory on Armistice

- HOSpita| AUXiIiary ! :Day evening, Monday, November 11

TheStarDemocxal(Eas(on,Maryland) Fr | Mr. Jarman has extended an invitae
F

n 1 1 | L Kent & Queen Ann;; Hc‘)-pltalvA xillnl’y 1] |tion to every eX-service man
Amerlcan Leglon i 1981 Christmas Shop lcounty to attend the fw
- | Chestertown Armory Inational defense program wil
= March of Dimes Il Teemspem g g e el | | prineipal topic for discussion.
i o i Luncheon & Bar From 11:30 a.m. . ] A prominent speaker fromn oursiae «
. ¢ "W"’M-"‘"“ {the county is beicg sought to v
] i Queen ‘s Mospital Birt] ] ) g ° ) .
Homemakers counc" g v v = . |the principal address. Plans are Lun.gp
i ; |made to entertain one hundred o

more guests at the dinner,

=  Chestertown Vol. Fire Co.




J Community
YOUTH EVENTS

The Chestertown Armory routinely
hosted a variety of youth activities
and events for the community and
region. The more popular were....

= Chestertown HS Proms
= Girl Scouts

= Boy Scouts

= Miss Kent Contest

» 4H Fairs

= Youth Fellowships

;Miss Kent toﬁ Get‘ ;
| $500 in Merchandise|

CHESTERTOWN, Md., May 29—
| (Special).—More than $500 worth
;or merchandise will be given to the(
i girl selected as “Miss Kent County”|
|in the contest being conuuct.ed by;
the Chestertown Business Men's As-|
;soclat.lon The selected Mms Kent|
County” will compete in a st.ate-l
wide pageant in Baltimore late in|
June where a Miss Maryland will bc[
selected for the Miss America con-[
test at Atlantic City.

| The final county contest will take|
place at the Chestertown Armory|
on Friday, June 16. Any female resi-]
dent of Kent County between the|
| ages of 18 and 28, single, is eligible|

|to compete. | i

The News Journal (Wilmington, Delaware) - Fri, Sep 19, 1947 2

T;’;ES('()uts Meet|

)

» More Than 100 Participate

' At Chestertown |

In County-Wide Program; |
New Executive Speaker |

CHESTERTOWN, Md.. Sept. 19— |
). — More than 100 mem-| |
vers of Boy Scout troops attended |

e annual countywide
the Chestertown
day evening,

r scoutmasters and leaders.
Brian B. Kane was
eremonies

[ petitive events. ‘
Elmer Thomas of this city served |

p
3
;

as song leader, and District Cc

£ missioner John Cree Eliason of t

| ments.

Va Council assist

city was in charge of the arrange

the new Del-Mar-
t scout execu-
in making his first appearance

delivered the prin-

John Smith,

round-up |
Armory on
towether with 7

master of |
in a program of com- |

i

E
i

i

[ which is led by Mrs.

on, Maryland) - Fri, Mar 14, 1952

Girl Sco_uf News

Girl Scout Troop No. 7, of Easton,
Morris Jump,
| attended the Girl Scout| Rally held
i in Chestertown Armory,
| March 8. Rainbow Troop No. 1, of
{ St. Michaels, also attended the
rally.

The News Journal (Wilmington, Delaware) * Mon, May 17,1943

s \.__.mu_.wﬁ._-u._——‘ — m—:;.

Social Events Held .

For Chestertown Youth

CHESTERTOWN, Md., May 17—
(Special). — Chestertown’s vounger
social set was busy during the week-
end attending various social func-
tions.

On Friday evening the annual
Freshman-Sophomore Prom of the
Chestertown High School was held
in the Chestertown Armory. On Sat-
urday evening Miss
Skaggs entertained a number of
friends at a “formal” given at Har-

Saturday,

1
i

Mary Ann| |

ley Manor, the country home of her||

parents, Mr.
Skaggs,
|o'clock on the same evening, Miss
Page Wilmer entertained 24 voung

and Mrs.

James L.||
near Chestertown. At 6:30 |

s | ]
H

| friends in honor of the celebration | |
| of her 11th birthday at the home of ||

her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs.

Donald F. Stam. Following the serv- ||
the home, the ||

ing of dessert at
guests were entertained at a moving

picture party at the Lyceum Thea- |

tre here.




J Community
SPORTS

BASKETBALL |

The Chestertown Armory hosted popular | WASHIN&TON COLLEGE |
sporting events for local teams while l
promoters brought professional sport 1 WESTERN MARYLAND :‘
entertainment to the community. The Saturday, January 12th |
large drill hall with balcony made an ~ 8.15 p. m.
ideal space for spectators and promoters CHESTERTOWN ARMORY || |
Wanting to make d bUCk. Among the Admission, 40 cents CHE?";?EGRO'O[?(';:,\AI;\EJUR:&JSORY
more popular events were.... e ———— Monday, Jan. 20, at 8.30 p. m.
S| Bsgn'rmmms
d KID EWING DO
= Washington College Basketball | e
; ] _Bos goslgnsn vs. Jqsigrtn_xnmc

= Kent High School Basketball W\ ' : Bl i

. b ! | ] ,.Tom vs’rnn oV D BILL MATTHEWS
= Community Leagues 4 L 1A ' [l s e s s e s e g

o ° LA { | ONE HOUR WREST
. 4 < o j _ | ACE BROCKMAN s.
= Boxing LY [ -ASSr0c0mn

These boys have met before and alw

= Wrestling




The Music Acts

BIG-NAME MUSIC ACTS AT THE ARMORY!!!

The Chestertown Armory hosted popular
recording artists during its heydays from the 60’s
Into the 70’s that couldn’'t be accommodated at
Chestertown’s Uptown Club.

The biggest event was when James Brown came
to town, perhaps resulting in a few stress cracks in
the old walls.

Community history is invaluable, the memories
are precious, and the stories need to be retold —
threads in the fabric of Community.



JAMES BROWN

The z
Recording |
Artists

'| Feel Good’



Little Richard

The
Recording
Artists

‘Good Golly Miss Molly’




The

i

Recording
‘The Tracks of My Tears’

Artists



The
Recording
Artists

'‘Heat Wave’
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STATE ARMORY, CHESTERTOWN, MD

Part 4. Historic Designations



- NATIONAL REGISTER of HISTORIC PLACES
HISTORIC . STATE DESIGNATED STRUCTURE

DESIGNATIONS « CHESTERTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT

* CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE STATUS



NATIONAL
REGISTER of
HISTORIC PLACES

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
of the INTERIOR

d ‘NOMINATION FORM'’

On August 14, 1985, the State
Historic Preservation Officer
nominated the Chestertown
Armory to the National
Register.

Reportedly, it was entered
onto the Register in 1993.

BYTHEUMITEDSTATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR




The HISTORIC
DESIGN

STANDARDS
Historic Preservation Act

1966

THE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR'S
STANDARDS FOR
REHABILITATION &

GUIDELINES

ON FLOOD
ADAPTATION FOR
REHABILITATING
HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

THE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR'S
STANDARDS FOR
THE TREATMENT
OF HISTORIC
PROPERTIES

WITH
GUIDELINES FOR
PRESERVING,
REHABILITATING,
RESTORING &
RECONSTRUCTING
HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

The Secretary
of the Interior’s
Standards for
Rehabilitation &

Illusn'ntcd
Guidelines
for
Rehabilitatin
Historic
Buildings

THE SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR'S
STANDARDS FOR

* REHABILITATION &
*  |LLUSTRATED

GUIDELINES ON

- SUSTAINABILITY

FOR
REHABILITATING
HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

=S oW




ARCHITECTURAL
RELEVANCE

'Showecases the competing influences of
Classicism and Modernism of the time with
Art Deco influences...”

Highlights
= Emulates a medieval
fortress

= Modern design minimalism

= 2two-story projected
towers defining the entry

= Two story recessed arched
bay with double door entry

= Gothic styled segmented
cast stone window bay

= Cast stone inset accents

= Clean 'punched’ window
openings



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122114812688060268&set=a.122098549664060268&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXURJMeV0QAOuRjz6PNXEAc4lZLSQiZMw6qc95ZaGPHugycYxm6_XpuuATdMjqtBRmd6U8guCz45Lo-ryZuSApeYlbq_adj16ExxaKMPpzSgdrGEIyzKEWhauTY5ZGeDEOiJX_iYjBlHZY5TslLYRuk4jhB4taI3uklKzAw2xvMjuYqomHwe4YNibl4lEelFG8&__tn__=EH-R

The FACADE

Let us read the Armory Facade.
What does it tell?

The facade, designed in 1931 with
its formidable massing and
economy driven simplicity, reflects
the mood of the nation post-
depression and a nation shifting to
a wartime footing.

— it tells the story of its time. A
signpost in the journey of the
country *

* *Sec. of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation, Item 3 - states ’Each
property shall be recognized as a physical
record of its time, place and use’.

* It doesn’t have to be 18t or 19t century,
it doesn't have to look like downtown, but
must be distinguishable of its time.




NATIONAL TRUST
for HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

PRESERVATION MAGAZINE will
include the Chestertown Armory in the
Winter 2023/2024 Issue.

The Armory is to be featured in the
‘Transitions’ section, under the
subsection titled ‘Threatened’.

The Editorial Staff showed great
interest not only in the building but its
deep and meaningful connections to
the community and region.
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Repurposing
HISTORIC
BUILDINGS

“Older buildings offer more than
attractive design and symbols of
the past. They can help make our
neighborhoods more prosperous,
affordable, healthy, and
sustainable.

Ensuring that local policies
actively promote building reuse is
critical to strengthening the
economic, social and
environmental well-being of
America’s cities and towns.”

National Trust for Historic Preservation

The ‘Armory Hotel’
Bozeman, Montana
c 1941 / Fred Fielding Willson, Arch.



“Historic places are where our lives, memories, and stories began. They connect us to the past, anchor us to
the present, and lead us into the future. These places inspire us to create a stronger community and nation,
because they belong to all of us.” National Trust for Historic Preservation

Thank you
Thomas Kocubinski, RA, AIA
Architect & Planner

Visit Facebook ‘Repurpose the Chestertown Armory’
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