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Misrepresentations in Demolition Application 
• “Remediation has…no assurance of success”  
- pg. 2 

 
• “It is highly probable that mold has infiltrated the existing building 

material, making it resistant to successful remediation”  
- pg. 7 

 
• “It is the professional opinion of Sussex Environmental that the building has 

serious moisture and mold issues that, even if cleaned, will not guarantee 
issues will not return due to block and concrete construction.”  

- pg. 7  





“It is the professional opinion of Sussex Environmental that the building 
has serious moisture and mold issues that, even if cleaned, will not 

guarantee issues will not return due to block and concrete 
construction.”  

 
• The armory’s existing foundation and walls are the most resilient 

material to mold growth  
 

• If the moisture issues aren’t fixed, then the new building will have the 
exact same mold problems too  

(and it’ll likely be worse, due to modern construction practices) 
 



Armory Construction 
• Built in 1931 

• Core structure is either concrete or kiln-fired clay 



“Pecking” order in the US: 
 

1. Federal regulations (none for 
mold) 
 

2. Private industry standards 
(ANSI) 
 

3. Guidelines (EPA, CDC, etc…) 







2nd Mold Inspection Findings 

• “Indoor air samples revealed extremely high levels of airborne mold” 
- pg. 141 

 
• The actual lab results weren’t included in the Demolition Application, 

but assume they are bad 
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S520 Mold Standard - verbatim part 1 
• Physically removing mold is the primary means of remediation. Mold 

contamination should be physically removed from the structure, 
systems and contents… 

• Attempts to kill, encapsulate or inhibit mold instead of proper source 
removal generally are not adequate 

Section 4.4 
Principles of Mold Remediation – Contamination Removal 

Page 18 
 

This is mentioned literally 10 times in the S520 



S520 Mold Standard - verbatim part 2 

Killing microorganisms with biocides (aka anti-microbials) does 
not typically destroy their antigenic or toxigenic properties 
 

Section 12.2.9 
Structural Remediation – Clean Up 

Page 50 

Translation: kill it all you want…but the mold’s allergens and 
mycotoxins are still there 



Occam’s Razor does not apply to mold 



Questions 



Generic name is Air Filtration 
Device (AFD) 

AFD with a duct on the 
exhaust is a Negative Air 
Machine (NAM) 

AFD with no duct is an Air 
Scrubber 

Seeing the term “Air Scrubber” in 
a remediator’s proposal is a red 
flag your containment will have 
no pressure  



InstaScope average airborne 
spore count for a normal 
room in DC metro area: 
4,600 

InstaScope range for 
airborne spore counts 
DURING remediation: 
1.5 million to 4 million 

Airborne spore counts 
skyrocket 326 to 869 times 
higher during remediation! 
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