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“If a race has no history,
if it has no worthwhile
tradition, it becomes a
negligible factor in the

thought of the world,
and it stands in danger
of being exterminated.”
- Carter G. Woodson

Founders of Black History Celebration In Los Angeles

Devoted to the study and promotion of
Black life, history and culture.




WELCOME

Lura Daniels-Ball

« Thank you for joining

* Subject for the evening is to Honor our Founder Dr. Carter G.
Woodson.

* This is set to be a 1-hour presentation

« Qand A at the end

So, let me share with you my thoughts on our

topic today.
Discover the Untold Story Behind Black History Month



The Founding Vision (1915)

Dr. Carter G. Woodson, “The Father of Black History”
« Harvard-trained historian

» Founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and
History (ASNLH)

« September 9, 1915, at Wabash YMCA in Chicago

“We are going back to that beautiful history, and it is going to
inspire us to greater achievements.”

The Inspiration:

 Inspired by three-week celebration of 50th anniversary of
emancipation in Chicago

« Thousands gathered to see exhibits highlighting African
American progress since slavery

« Overflow crowds of 6,000-12,000 people waited outside the
Coliseum




OUR AUTHORS : :
Key Contributors Who Shaped the Black History
STUDY CLUB, INC. Movement
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Feb. 9, 1915

Woodson attends the
National Half Century
Anniversary Exposition and
The Lincoln Jubilee: 50th
Anniversary Celebration. Is
inspired to create the ASANL.

September 9, 1915
Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History
founded William B. Hartgrove,
Teacher, George Cleveland
Hall, Businessman, A. L.
Jackson, Director of the YMCA,
and James E. Stamps A. L.
Jackson

1916
Established The Journal of
Negro

1920

1920
Woodson urged black civic
organizations to promote
achievements

1924

Woodson works with
Omega Psi Phi fraternity to
create Negro History and
Literature Week

1926 Feb. 7th

First official Negro History
Week

February 1930/40

1937

Negro History Bulletin
established with urging of

Educator Bethune

1940

West Virginia begins
celebrating full Negro
History Month

1947 OASC begins Black
History Week Celebrations
in Los Angeles Branch
charted by Woodson in
1945

1950 OASC Begins City
Wide Celebrations with

Mayor Fletcher Bowron

1960/70

1960
Civil Rights Movement
accelerates expansion to
month-long celebrations

Frederick H. Hammurabi.
Starts “ Negro History
Month"” celebrations at

his House of Knowledge
in Bronzeville, Chicago.

Devoted to studying
"African-American history
and historic links
between African-
Americans and African
culture and traditions

1970
first college Black History
Month at Kent State
Erwind Blount, the leader
of Black United Students
(BUS).

1970-Present

1975

President Gerald Ford issued first
presidential message recognizing
Black History Week

1976

ASALH officially expanded to
Black History Month;

1986

Congress passed Public Law 99-

244, desigfnating February as 60th

"National Black (Afro-American)
History Month" —

1996Present

Every president issues annual
proclamations; Congress
regularly passes resolutions
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Why Black History Month Remains Vital Today

Educational Impact:

Continues providing focused learning
opportunities in schools nationwide

Addresses historical gaps in traditional
curriculum

Promotes understanding of African American
contributions across all fields

Annual Themes Address Current Issues:

2022 Theme: "Black Health and Wellness" -
Particularly relevant during COVID-19
pandemic - Highlights ongoing health
disparities in Black communities;

2025 Labor important as we look as the
impact on the job market today

Current Social Context:

 Platform for understanding racial
justice movements

« Opportunity to learn from historical
struggles

« Addresses persistent inequalities in
health, education, and opportunity

Global Recognition:

« Canada celebrates in February -
United Kingdom and Ireland
celebrate in October

« International awareness of African
diaspora contributions



e Staying True to Woodson's Original Vision: Woodson's Original
oals

Scientific Stud)“: -
> Make Blackhistory a serious academic field

Year-Round Education:
> Never intended limitation to one week/month

Popular Education: :
> Bridge gap between scholarly research and public knowledge

Collective Focus: : -
> Celebrate achievements of the race, not just great individuals

> Reform Tradition: : :
Move beyond ignorant spellbinders” to thoughtful celebration



Staying True to Woodson's Original Vision: Woodson's Original

How Modern Black History Month Fulfills This Vision:
1. Scholarly Foundation:
» ASALH continues rigorous research and publication

2. Educational Outreach:
> Materials reach schools, communities, and institutions nationwide

3. Diverse Stories:
> Celebrates contributions across all fields and social levels

4. Annual Themes:
> Address contemporary challenges while honoring historical achievements

5. Global Perspective:
> Recognizes African diaspora contributions worldwide

6. Ongoing Relevance:
» Maintains focus on serious study and thoughtful celebration
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OASC CREATING POWERFUL CHANGE

We don’t just preserve history—we bring it to life! Sparking conversations about
inspiring bestselling books, blockbuster films,, incredible art, and social media that
actually matters. We're the innovators fighting against boring, watered-down history that
leaves out the most fascinating parts! But we need you!

365 Days of "WOW! | Never Knew That!" While we absolutely ROCK Black History Month
(official sponsors since 1947 with legendary celebrations!), OASC brings you incredible
stories, shocking revelations, and life-changing discoveries ALL YEAR LONG.

Consider joining the fight to make Black History American History. We need...
* Leaders

« Committee Workers

« Finances

« Technology Skills

* Church Outreach

. ¥Ve are progressive in our programming because history touches every facet of our
ive.
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