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By Mike Hazlett, Fire Chief, Mosquito FPD ﬂe/ /
w Ygan!

Facts about home heating fires:

e From 2010-12, an average of 45,200 home heating fires occurred in the United States each year and
resulted in an annual average of approximately 155 deaths, 625 injuries and $351 million in property
loss.

e Heating was the second leading cause of home fires, following cooking.

¢ Home heating fires peaked in the early evening hours between 5 and 9 p.m. with the highest peak
between 6 and 8 p.m. This four-hour period accounted for 30% of all home heating fires.

e Home heating fires peaked in January (21%) and 50% of all home heating fires occurred in
December, January and February.

o Confined fires, those fires confined to chimneys, flues or fuel burners, accounted for 84% of home
heating fires.

e The leading factor contributing to home heating fires (28%) was failure to clean, principally creosote
from solid-fueled heating equipment, primarily chimneys.

e Twenty-nine percent of the non-confined home heating fires occurred because the heat source was
too close to things that can burn.

e Space heaters, whether portable or stationary, accounted for one-third (33%) of home heating fires
and four out of five (81%) of home heating fire deaths.

e Placing things that can burn too close to heating equipment or placing heating equipment too close to
things that can burn, such as upholstered furniture, clothing, mattress, or bedding, was the leading
factor contributing to ignition in fatal home heating fires and accounted for more than half (53%) of
home heating fire deaths.

With a few simple safety tips and precautions you can prevent most heating fires from happening:

o Ensure your heater and chimney has been inspected and serviced by a qualified professional in the
last 12 months. If you are using portable space heaters, plug them directly into a wall outlet, not an
extension cord. Keep them 3 feet from anything that can burn. This includes
upholstered furniture, bedding, paper, walls and even people.

e Test your smoke alarms and carbon dioxide alarms to ensure they are working
correctly. Smoke alarms should be installed in every sleeping room,
outside every sleeping area, and every level of your home, including basements. Carbon monoxide
alarms should be installed in a central location outside sleeping areas and every level of the home.

The MFPD Board meeting is Thursday, January 14" at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station.
You are welcome to attend!




Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association (www.goMVFA.orq)
By Tom Harris

Saturday, December 12", was MVFA's annual Community Christmas Dinner at the Mosquito Fire
Station. Once again, this event was a terrific success! It was a great way to enjoy the holiday spirit with
neighbors and friends, and show our appreciation to the people who serve and support our
community. Santa appeared at 5:00 p.m. with gifts for the kids. Over 140 meals were served. Thanks to
the many volunteers who set up, cooked, served, cleaned up and helped make this event
memorable. Special thanks to the many volunteers who delivered take-out dinners to our elderly
neighbors and shut-ins. Check out the photos on our website: www.GoMVFEA.org.

MVFA distributed baskets of food to individuals and families in the Mosquito/ Swansboro Community on
December 19". Along with food, MVFA teamed up with the CHP's "Chips for Kids" program to provide
gifts for children in the family. In addition, we provide "HUGS" consisting of plants and homemade
cookies to our senior residents.

The MVFA Board of Directors created a new Welcome Packet for new
Mosquito/Swansboro residents. An MVFA Mosquito Tote bag contains a
Welcome Letter with local information, a Mosquito Phone directory, a
complimentary issue of the Mosquito Byte, and a brochure about Finnon Lake
Recreation Area. Thanks to our local realtors Sally Long Johns and Debbie and
Rusty Harris for supplying new resident information.

Special thanks to Sally Long Johns for printing and donating additional Mosquito Phone directories for
MVFA. You may purchase them at the fire station.

Mosquito tote bags and coffee mugs are always on sale locally. Call Eileen Guell at (530) 642-3588 or
Dave Angelo at (530) 621-3688 for more information. For Mosquito T-shirts and sweatshirts, contact
Mary Ann Haywood at (530) 622-5477.

We are pleased to announce that Gus and Dawn Moore at Mosquito General Market and Kitchen just
signed on for two more years! Stop by and see them soon to enjoy their delicious food and pies.

BINGO at the Café will return in 2016! Check our website www.GoMVFA.org in January for the specific
date. Thanks to committee chair Eileen Guell for making the arrangements.

2016 Finnon Lake Annual Day Use Passes are now available to Mosquito residents. Day Use includes
fishing, boating, swimming and picnicking as well as Disc Golf. For information, call Dave Angelo at
(530) 621-3688.

The MVFA Board meeting is Thursday, January 7", at 7 p.m. at Mosquito General. We hope to
see you there!

Christmas Baskets

By Sharon Hern & Mary Ann Haywood

What a wonderful community we live in! With all of the food, toys, gift cards and monetary donations that
were received, MVFA was able to make a lot of families and seniors smile and their holidays a little
brighter.
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Thank You to all of our helpers who sorted and packed the food baskets, sorted and wrapped the
presents, Dee Harris and her “Cookie Angels” for the wonderful Cookie Boxes, Kim Purcell for her great
Pumpkin Bread, Jan Okumura for the wonderful Christmas Plants, and to our Delivery Team who delivered alll
the baskets. And a very special Thank You to our community for your very generous donations including
our very own Volunteer Fire Fighters!

SCPOA
By Connell Persico

Your annual assessment for 2016-17 has been reduced from $780 to $720!

At its meeting on December 17, 2015, the SCPOA Board made a set of financial decisions for the 2016-
17 fiscal year and beyond that led to this reduction. Thanks go to Barb Mikel and our property manager,
Judy Reule, for identifying issues in past Browning studies, that when addressed, enabled this reduction.

First, the Board approved a Browning reserve study with a recommendation that the Association set
aside $150,000 into reserves to insure adequate funds to cover anticipated capital needs over the next
30 years. The Board then approved an annual operating budget of $203,740 to meet anticipated 2016-17
expenses. When combined, these two items represent a $509 per lot annual assessment.

The difference between the $509 per lot needed and the $720 per assessment will add to the
accumulated reserves the Association maintains and which may be applied to completing the first phase
of our road upgrade project by accelerating the upgrade of the courts with grindings as well as the other
courts already designated for completion next year. Owners and their board must spend time discussing
and deciding further reductions and unmet needs over the next year.

The Vegetation Management Program, previously adopted by the Board, caused a lot of concern for a lot
of members. As the “window” for spraying has shut until February, the Board sent the program back to
committee for additional review and recommendation. The Common Areas Committee will review the
plans for Dyer and Trout lakes and the Roads Committee will review the roadside ditch line plans.

In response to our letter to the Department of Transportation regarding trucks and damage to our bridge,
Supervisor Ranalli has convened a meeting in mid-January with SCPOA, DOT, and the Highway Patrol.
We will let you know what we learn from that meeting next month.

The Mosquito Fire Safe Council, under the direction of Chief Hazlett, is submitting a grant seeking funds
to enhance fire protection in the community. As the area which is the focus of the grant is SCPOA
common area, the Board agreed to provide $10,000 in supplemental funds should the grant be awarded
by the Council. The decision regarding the grant is expected in March 2016.

Finally, a reminder that the SCPOA Board elections are coming and January 4, 2016, is the deadline for
filing candidate statements. The Board will hold a candidate meet and greet on Saturday, January 23,
2016, from 3p.m. — 5p.m. The election results will be announced at the February 13, 2016, General
Meeting.

As of this writing, we are looking forward to lots of rain, snow, and holiday cheer. Here’s hoping by the
time you read it all expectations have been met.

The SCPOA meeting is Thursday, January 21°%" at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station. You are welcome to
participate!




Community Fire Safe Council Meeting
By Karen Pullin

On Saturday, January 30, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. at the Fires Station, please join Chief Hazlett and your
Mosquito/Swansboro Fire Safe Council for a community meeting following the Firefighter's Pancake
Breakfast. Discussion will focus on the benefits of having a Fire Wise Community, the needs and
concerns of our community members, the grant application process and future meeting topics and guest
speakers.

Birding at Finnon Lake
By Dave Angelo

MVFA has a responsibility to monitor the birds, bats, mammals and fish at Finnon Lake as part of a
mitigation obligation of the dam project. To cover the bird monitoring, Dee and Mike Taylor have been
doing monthly bird walks on the trail around the lake, and have come across a fair number of species
that are always enjoyable to see and hear. To get a more comprehensive list we would like anyone
birding Finnon to help us by supplying us with your sightings. The easiest way to do this is through eBird
(www.ebird.org) which is a birding website (and also an app) utilized across the world to log bird species
and locations of sightings. If you sign up in eBird and bird Finnon, please call the location Finnon Lake.

Another easy way to record sighting is to use the birding application named BirdLog
(http://www.birdseyebirding.com/apps/birdlog/) which will tell you what birds have been seen in the area
recently and what birds would normally be in the area. If you use BirdLog, your sightings automatically
upload to the Cornell Ornithology Lab which is the holder of all things bird related.

As bird books and bird applications go for bird identification, Sibley’s Field Guide to Birds of Western
North America is an excellent source and the electronic IBird Pro (http://ibird.com/app/iphone/ibird-pro-
guide-to-birds/) has great information, pictures, audible sounds of the birds and their general range.

If you are interested in going birding and need a little help or even a lot of help identifying the birds, get in
touch with me or the Taylors, and we might be able to set up a time to bird Finnon together.

Below is the list of birds the Taylors observed while walking on the trail around Finnon Lake on
December 12, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.:

10 Canada Goose 5 Mallard

2 Hooded Merganser 25 Pied-billed Grebe

1 Great Blue Heron 1 Great Egret

2 Cooper's Hawk 1 Bald Eagle

1 Belted Kingfisher 10 Acorn Woodpecker

2 Northern Flicker (Red-shafted) 1 Black Phoebe

5 Steller's Jay 5 Western Scrub-Jay

1 Common Raven 2 Ruby-crowned Kinglet

5 Western Bluebird 10 Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon)

2 Spotted Towhee
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Crafters
By Sharon Hern

ATTENTION LADIES — Our 2016 Crafting begins!! If you’re a “crafter” or just one of us who can do
simple (?) cut, paste/glue, paint, etc. jobs, you are encouraged to come join us at our Craft Meeting.
There’s the fun of learning new crafts, meeting new friends, coffee, and goodies. Our first meeting of
2016 is on Friday, January 22", at 10 a.m.! This is our planning meeting where we set the dates for our
Craft Sales this year and determine the projects that we will be working on. (Craft sales dates will be in
the February Byte.)

Our craft meetings are generally held on the 4™ Friday of each month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the
home of Darlene Rood, 2211 Swansboro Road. Hope to see you on January 22"

Cookie Angels
By Dee Harris

I'd like to thank all my cookie angels for baking such delicious goodies to be added to MVFA's Christmas
Food Baskets. And also the littlest angel, Elena, for decorating the Christmas cards we put on the cookie
boxes.

The Trading Post
By Joyce Radmanovich

On December 6", we celebrated our final 2015 Trading Post at the tenNaple residence. It featured a
warm boutique of Christmas gifts and goodies.

In 2016, we hope to expand our garden offerings. We also hope to provide Mosquito-Swansboro
residents with a catalog of local Trading Post services.
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Mosquito Fire Protection District
Invites applicants for the position:

District Board Clerk and Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief
Salary Range $15.00 — $17.00 per hour / 20 hour week

Minimum Qualifications:
e 18 years of age.
e High School Diploma or GED equivalent.
e Valid California Class C Driver’s License.
e US citizen or legal resident with permission to work in the United States.

Desirable Qualifications:
e Two years’ experience working in fire service. Municipal government or special district office
setting.
e Associate’s or Bachelor’'s Degree in accounting, business, bookkeeping or related field.

Full announcement, job description and application may be obtained at the MFPD’s Fire
Station, 8801 Rock Creek Road, Placerville, CA or at the District web site www.mfpd.us.

Filing Deadline is January 4™ at 4:00 p.m.

Mosquito Fire Protection District is an Equal Opportunity Employer

WANTED!!! \

- ALL CA CRV ALUMINUM CANS, BEER BOTTLES AND PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES. Please drop off
bags from 8-5at the Fire Station. Please consider this option when you organize your recycled materials.
ST (Wine bottles don’'t have CRV! We can’t use them) -

N This is a very important fund raiser for the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association so
MVFA THANKS YOU
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Only in Mosquito...
By Vicki DeKay

Are there notices on Nextdoor such as:

e My cows are loose.....Now my horses are loose.....
Free cat litter and cappuccino machine ... (?7?)

Not to mention rattlesnake warnings and coyote sightings.....

e And the best so far... a fawn that got caught in a certain vineyard and couldn’t get out. The property
owner left an opening in the fence for the fawn to escape, but that just drew more deer into the
vineyard. Eventually, the deer party departed. Happy New Year!
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Free
Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty!
You haul. Call Tim at (408)859-3182. (3)

Horse/compost manure for home or garden call
Cindy at (530)621-1600. (7)

Firewood, soft wood. You cut and haul away. Call
Lionel (530)622-7472. (7)

For Sale

Two Cabela cushioned fishing boat seats. Never
used. Bolt on any flat boat seat. Folding backs. Blue,
$25 each. Call Rob Lupient 344-0897 (12)

Firewood for $80.00 per half cord. Call Michael
Sargent at 919-2836 (2)

One (1) white, across truck tool box; two (2)white,
side mount tool boxes; one (1)diamond plate, truck
tool box. For prices and more information, call Fred
tenNapel, (530)626-4281. (10)

2 acre parcel of land at 3081 Stope Drive. No water
or power ready. Make offer. Call Donna Borchin at
(209)624-3918 (9)

FIREWOOD: Call Dustin Sears at (530)363-4991. (7)

1v4 cord split soft wood, $195. You pick up. Call Tim
at (530)622-4419. (7)

Meetings

MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP — Meet new friends, get
refreshed and restored. Join us for challenging Bible
study, fun events and worship here in Mosquito.
Groups for Men/Women/kids/young adults. We meet
Sunday mornings 10 a.m. at 3342 Stope Drive and
throughout the week. Check our website
www.mfom.net or call (530)295-0503.

FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING CLASSES
Food preparation demonstrations, recipe handouts,
video clips and resource materials, along with
samples provided. Have fun interacting with other
health-minded folks, learning healthful lifestyle
principles and discovering tasty new recipes. We
meet once a month at the Camino SDA Church, 3520
Carson Rd. on Thursdays at 11 a.m. Call Fred
Adams at (530)642-9441 for dates and to reserve
your space. Or email AdamsAmigos@gmail.com .

Services

SOLAR CONTRACTOR - Don't keep putting it off- go
solar today! You can reduce or eliminate your
electricity bill. Great rebates are still available, and
$0 down plans are available through the El Dorado
County PACE program. Call your local solar guy
today for a free quote! Dejan "Dan" Obradovic,
www.LaibachSolar.com (530)388-5536 CA State
Lic. # 1001369

MISTY'S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES: Deep
cleaning, basic cleaning, move ins/outs, one time
cleanings, and flexible schedule arrangements. | also
do house sitting, vacation care, pet sitting, errands as
needed. Call (916)496-5980

TRAVEL PLANNING: Let me help you plan your
next amazing vacation! | specialize in Disney
Destination vacations and am a certified Hawai'i
Specialist (all islands). | also book other vacation
destinations — ocean cruises, river cruises, escorted
and independent travel, and more! Email Clydene
at clydene.rogers@offtoneverland.com.

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT -
FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting - -Tractor Work
- Tree & Brush Removal - Dump Runs and More...!
Give us a call, free estimates. If we can’t help you,
we’'ll put you in touch with someone who can.
FRIENDLY HONEST SERVICE - Call Dustin K.
Sears Sr. at (530)363-4991.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING BY FRANK
SURFAS - Service on all brands of Air Conditioning,
Heating, Heat Pumps & Evaporative Coolers. Special
Rate, minimum charge only $42.50. Estimates free
for new installations & equipment change outs. High
quality service since 1978. Call Frank at (530)622-
4462. California contractor License #354595

AUTO DETAIL ON THE HILL - Hand wash & wax.
Tire dressing. Windows, dash & chrome cleaned.
Rug vacuumed. Car - $55, truck - $65 & oversized
vehicles may be additional. Call Steve at (530)621-
3643.

CLOCK REPAIR — Antique/Vintage, Electric and
Quartz. Pick-up and delivery free in Swansboro area.
Call Gary at (530)409-0526.

LOCAL REALTORS - Rusty & Debbie Harris,
Swansboro Land & Homes, Inc. Lic.#01781489. Area
specialists since 1975. Office next to Fire Station at
8781 Rock Creek Road. Stop by for free maps & info.
Happy to put our experience to work for you; buy,
sell, short sales & REO’s. Call (530)622-6822.
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www.swansboro.metrolistpro.com or
Swansbororealestate @gmail.com .

RIDLEY K-9 ACADEMY - Professional dog training
and dog walking services. For more information visit
www.ridleyk9academy.com or call Garrett at
(530)409-1879.

IMAGES BY CAROL SCHULTZ - Local scenes of
bridge, lakes, vineyards, etc. Available in cards,
posters, enlargements, high quality magnets, and
card bundles, all suitable for gifting or personal use.
Custom orders on request. Call (530)409-2912, or
email csstamper@aim.com.

OPTOMETRY CLINIC — Dr. Dan Morrill in Placerville.
Eye examinations, eyeglasses & contact lenses
available at Precision Eye Care, 118 Main Street.
Open Tues - Fri 9 am. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday by
appointment. Call (530)622-8300. Most insurance
accepted. (New Patients Welcome!)

VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs — Have any
family vacations, precious memories or baby pictures
on videos? | can copy them to DVDs. Call Dee at
(530)642-2333.

TUTOR - Fully credentialed tutor with 40 years of
teaching experience. Homework, reading, English
composition and math remediation or enrichment.
Call Joyce Radmanovich at (530)626-7062.

FRED tenNAPEL HANDYMAN SERVICES -
Anything from A to Z that you can'’t do, | will. Home
(530)626-4281, Cell (530)417-5986. Lic#044903.

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you're away. We will
give your pet the same love and care as you would if
you were here. No pet too large or too small.
Reasonable rates. Call Devin & Dylan’s Pet Feeding
Service at (530)295-9165.

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE - Line clearance
certified, hazard tree removal, close quarter removal,
view enhancement, trimming, topping, mistletoe
removal. Certified Arborist on staff. Call Jared at
(530)626-6325.

WELDING & FABRICATION — Steel, Stainless Steel,
Aluminum. Certified to military standard. Call
(530)626-0691.

CHIMNEY SWEEP - For hire, 35 years’ experience.
Wood/pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer vents gutters.
Repairs, stove & chimney installations/repairs,
problem solving. Call Richard Smith at (530)306-
2438.

CREATIVE ADMIN. SERVICES - Your office and
project support team specializing in Office
Management, Business/Personal Contact Mgmt.
Event Coordination, Online Services, and much
more. Visit our website at
www.creativeadminservices.com or call (530)295-
1779.

HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS - Bird baths,
flower pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also, handmade
wooden jewelry boxes. Affordable and unique. Studio
open most days; call first. Do your gift shopping here
on the hilll Call Pam or Dave Angelo at (530)621-
3688.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES - Live the American
Dream: the ownership of a home and a little acreage
to call your own! Sally Long Johns, your resident
Mosquito Road Realtor, will help you buy or sell any
property in El Dorado County! You can reach me at
www.mosquitoroadneighbors.com or (530)295-4641
or toll free (866)SALLYRE, snlongjohns@yahoo.com.

NOTARY SERVICE — | am a mobile Notary Public
living right here in Mosquito. | am experienced in all
areas of notary work including loan packages, real
estate transfers, etc. Call Elaine Galvan at (530)295-
0503.

RESPITE CARE — Available in Swansboro
/Mosquito, M-F, weekends or overnight as needed.
Also available for short periods of time (barring
previously scheduled commitments) and/or for
hospice care for your family member. | have 17 local
home-care references to verify my skills and the level
of care | will provide for your loved ones. Call Nancy
West at (530)626-7975.

MOSQUITO GENERAL MARKET AND
KITCHEN

Open Wednesday — Saturday
10a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Closed Monday and Tuesday

(530)295-4980 or
mosquitogeneral@live.com

Watch for Specials on our Community
Facebook page!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2
MFPD
Support
Group
10 a.m.
Fire Station
3 4 Deadlines | 5 6 7 8 9
for: MVFA Birding at
- SCPOA Board Finnon Lake
candidate 7 p.m. 10a.m.
statement Fire Station Mosquito
- MFPD General
Admin Clerk
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
MFPD
Board
7 p.m.
Mosquito
General
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
SCPOA
Board
7 p.m.
Fire Station
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Fire Safety
Council
12 p.m.
31 Fire Station

Please check the www.coM VFA.org website for the

date 1n January!!
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The MOSQUITO BYTE is mailed first class to subscribers each month. A subscription is $15.00 per
year, with a two year maximum pre-pay. Please mail your check, payable to MVFA, to 9009 Orval
Beckett Ct., Placerville, CA, 95667. The deadline for advertising and articles is the 19" of each month.
Articles should be submitted in .pdf format, if possible.

Editors have the right to edit, limit, or refuse any article submitted for publication. Authors are
responsible for article accuracy and their opinions do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the MVFA
Board of Directors or the editors.

The MOSQUITO BYTE accepts ads from subscribers without endorsement.
ADVERTISING POLICY

There is no charge to subscribers advertising in the MOSQUITO BYTE. Ads must be limited to 7 column
lines maximum. Please submit ads for the Classified Section to: Joyce Radmanovich at
joycecradmanovich@gmail.com or Mosquito Byte at 6530 One Eye Creek Court, Placerville, CA 95667.
Ads in the "Free", "For Sale", and "Wanted" categories will run for three months unless the submitter
asks for the Ad to be removed or extended.

The MOSQUITO BYTE is also posted each month on the www.gomvfa.org website.
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