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Notice of Mosquito Bridge Closure for Maintenance!
• Full closure - 24 hours per day from approximately July 6 – 24

• Daily closures from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday – Friday, approximately July 25 – 31. The
bridge will be open after hours and weekends during this time.

Fire Season Preparation by Mike Hazlett, Mosquito Fire Chief
The fire season is upon us and with the severe drought, the Mosquito Fire Protection District
would like everyone to remember, “Ready, Set, Go!” when it comes to wildfires. “Being Ready”
starts by maintaining 100 feet of defensible space and reinforcing homes with fire resistant
building materials. “Being Set” includes an evacuation plan and Emergency Preparedness Kits.
Lastly, when a wildfire strikes, residents are urged to “Go!” and evacuate early. The MFPD
suggests the tips below for safety:

Weed Abatement

• Maintain 100-foot clearance around your homes, barns and other buildings. The first 30 feet
should be cleared of dead brush, grass, leaves and other vegetation. The remaining 70 feet
needs to be cleared of low-hanging branches and any other natural or manmade fuels that will
allow fire to spread rapidly.

• Use power equipment on cool mornings before 10 a.m. Do not use this equipment during the
heat of the day and when the wind is blowing.

• Limit use of lawnmowers on dry grass or brush and make sure to remove rocks around the
area before operating such equipment.

• Portable gas powered equipment must be equipped with an exhaust pipe spark arrester and
should never be re-fueled while equipment is hot from use.

• Keep private driveways and roads maintained for fire department apparatus. Ensure low
hanging branches to not impede fire engine response.

• Remove rubbish and obstructions from your property.

• Remember to inspect your property periodically and abate any re-growth throughout the fire
season. Doing this will give firefighting crews an increased chance to protect you and your
property.

Grilling Safety Tips

• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. Never leave your grill
unattended.

• The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves
and overhanging branches.



• Keep children and pets away from grilling area.

• Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grill and in trays below the grill.

• Charcoal burners and other open-flame devices should not be operated on combustible
balconies or within 10 feet of combustible construction.

Mosquito Firefighters Need You The MFPD is seeking volunteer firefighters! If you want a
rewarding way to give back to our community, call (530)626-9017, or email info@mfdp.us or stop
by the fire station, Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. No previous firefighting experience is
necessary.
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(Cont.)Thank you to all who participate in Mosquito Station 75 Firefighters Association and



Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association events. These events provide additional funds and
equipment and are essential to providing the dependable, quality fire service you deserve.
Please look forward to more exciting events this year. And thanks to all of you for your
overwhelmingly friendly welcome, and I invite all of you to stop by YOUR fire department and
meet YOUR new Fire Chief.

More safety resources For more information on grilling safety, visit: www.nfpa.org/grilling 100
Feet of Defensible Space: www.readyforwildfire.org Please feel free to stop by the fire station at
8801 Rock Creek Rd. in Mosquito for further guidance

The MFPD Board meeting will be Thursday, at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station. You are welcome
to attend!

History of MFPD-MVFA Separation by MVFA Board
Based on its founding documents and in keeping with both its fiduciary responsibility and its
policy of openness, transparency, and full disclosure, the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association
(MVFA) operates as a non-political, independent, volunteer-run, community-support and
education organization with no financial connection, actual or implied, with the
taxpayer-financed Mosquito Fire Protection District (MFPD).

Complete MVFA financial reports are produced and made public every month at MVFA board
meetings. When the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department (MVFD) purchased the Finnon Lake
property in 1997, concern was expressed about the confusion in name and function between
the MFPD and the new Finnon owners, MVFD. So, in order to protect the MFPD taxpayers from
any legal liabilities, taxes, fees, and penalties associated with the property holdings acquired
through Finnon’s purchase, it was agreed by both parties that the Mosquito Volunteer Fire
Department would legally change its name to the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association.
According to IRS tax code and state law, as a 501(c)(3) charity, MVFA can make distributions
only to other 501(c)(3) organizations and is prohibited from appearing to endorse or support
political candidates and from attempting to influence legislation. MVFA will continue to
encourage education of fire risks in our district, actively support the chief and the fire
department, and promote social activities among district residents. In addition, MVFA will
continue to maintain the MVFA Station 75 Fund (as well as other funds, at the discretion of its
Board of Directors) for the purpose of purchasing firefighting tools and equipment for use by
Station 75, and to purchase these items upon written request by the chief, according to MVFA
policy.

Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association (MVFA) by Darcy Krieger
Our Community Yard Sale event in June was a huge success, with a profit of over $500 for
MVFA Community Funds. Many thanks go out to all who participated and especially those who
helped at MVFA’s tables and/or donated items for MVFA to sell. I saw some pretty great stuff
change hands, although sadly not into my hands! It was great having the Trading Post join us at
the Yard Sale this year with a big thank you to Joyce Radmanovich and Vicki DeKay for
arranging it.



Our next event will be the MVFA Community Picnic on Saturday, July 11th. And don’t forget our
monthly bingo game at Mosquito General the 4th Friday of the month at 7 p.m, with a dinner
special from Mosquito General starting at 5p.m. It’s a great time to visit with friends and engage
in some neighborly competition!
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MVFA would like to acknowledge the landscape artistry of Jan Okumura. Jan’s donations of time



and talent at the Mosquito General gardens at Finnon Lake are becoming a visual symphony of
color, texture and shade. Jan used some of designer Li Velinga’s original plantings and, with
Ron Speake’s expertise, designed a sustainable irrigation system for this wonderful creation. Be
sure to check it out.

We are hard at work getting a web page established for MVFA. We’ve selected a domain name
and Karen Rapponotti is setting it up, with hopes that we will soon have a “one-stop” location for
MVFA information, including the monthly Mosquito Byte. In the meantime, you can google
“MVFA Events” and connect to our events page for dates. You can also google “About MVFA” for
a summary of our legal description and mission statement.

The next MVFA Board meeting is July 2nd, at 7 p.m. at Mosquito General. Hope to see
you there!

SCPOA by Connell Persico

Our road project is ready to start 8/3/2015 (after the bridge work is done)! At our board meeting
on June 18th, to accommodate the bridge work, we agreed to extend the completion date in our
contract from July 31 to August 31, 2015. This change allows more time for our members to take
advantage of Veerkamp Construction having their equipment and materials here. If you are
considering driveway upgrades or repairs, you should contact them and see what type of deal
you can negotiate. To arrange for a bid, they request that you contact their office at
(530)676-0825, identify yourself as a resident of Swansboro/Mosquito, and expect a return call
from Tony to arrange a site visit. As they are scheduling now, the sooner you call the better the
chance of getting on their schedule.

The Board also approved the Accountant’s review of our 2014/2015 year end financials, a copy
of which you’ll receive shortly in your “June packet”. The Board is proud to report a higher than
anticipated reserve balance as a result of less-than-budget operating expenses. And great
thanks are due to our Finance Committee members (Barb Mikel, Barb Beacham, and Heather
Loyola), for their donation of time and talent in the conversion of our accounting systems,
analysis of our financial records, and preparation of reports for the Board.

Additionally, this month the Policies and Procedures, Architectural Review, and Complaints
committees met and did sterling work. Each committee provided recommendations, and I
commend the participants in these processes. Directors and members volunteer their time to
work together to develop recommendations to the Board and do so with openness and respect
for differing points of view. Thanks to all of you for your participation and contributions.

As the Board considers its options for filling its vacant Secretary position, we agreed we will
interview several professional property management firms to identify the costs and benefits of
changing from a self- managed association. Jeff Hand and I were charged with managing this
process and bringing recommendations to our July Board meeting.

Though accomplishing much good work at its meeting, the Board continues to be fragmented.
Community members in attendance reminded us again that we need to “get our act together” for
the good of the community. It behooves us to heed that advice.



The next SCPOA meeting is Thursday, July 16th at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station.
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Trading Post by Vicki DeKay



The Trading Post will begin the Community Picnic festivities at the Mosquito General, July 11th
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Come enjoy free hot coffee and breakfast treats plus shopping for fresh
GARDEN VEGETABLES, live plants, baked goods, jams and jellies, and a variety of craft items.
By the way, Dee Harris will be offering face painting for youngsters of all ages. All Trading Posts
will be held at the Mosquito General. If you have questions, please contact Vicki Dekay at
vickidekay1948@gmail.com.

Be sure to mark your calendar for future Trading Post dates and times:

August 1st 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. September 12th 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. October 17th 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Community Picnic By Darcy Krieger
Please join us Saturday, July 11th, (right after the Trading Post) at 12 p.m. for the annual MVFA
Community Picnic at Finnon Recreation Area! We’ll be serving all your favorites: burgers
(including veggie), brats, salads, beverages, and dessert, including a selection of hand pies from
Mosquito General. Cost is $10 for adults and $4 for kids 12 and under. There’ll be lots of games
and fun for everyone. The Crafter’s Guild will be there selling wonderful handmade items, and
MVFA will also be holding a raffle. We are currently seeking donations of items for the raffle. If
you’d like to donate, please contact Eileen Guell or Darcy Krieger. Items donated are tax
deductible, so be sure to ask if you’d like a donation letter. Come on out to the Trading Post from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m and then join MVFA for a wonderful afternoon at Finnon Lake! Proceeds
support the Mosquito Community.

Crafters By Sharon Hern

ATTENTION LADIES (men too if you want!): If you’re a “crafter” or just one of us who can do
simple (?) cut, paste/glue, paint, etc. jobs, you are encouraged to come join us at our Craft
Meeting. There’s the fun of learning new crafts, meeting new friends, coffee and goodies. We
will be working on our summer crafts and getting ready for our annual summer craft sale at the
Cold Springs Community Church in November. Our next meeting is on Friday, July 24th. Our
craft meetings are generally the 4th Friday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the
home of Darlene Rood, 2211 Swansboro Road. Hope to see you on July 24th!

Mosquito Road Clean-up Day By Tom Harris
It’s back! The Mosquito Road clean-up day will be Tuesday July 14th. With the bridge scheduled
to be closed for maintenance July 6 – 31, we’ll meet at the fire
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station parking lot at 8:00 am, and work should be done by 12:00 pm. MVFA will provide pick-up



sticks and trash bags and transporting volunteers to/from a section of Mosquito Road between
Carmelita's pond and the swinging bridge. Please call Tom Harris at (530)642-2333 for more
information. Our community thanks you!

Birding at Finnon Lake By Nancy Foley
MVFA has a responsibility to monitor the birds, bats, mammals, and fish at Finnon Lake as part
of a mitigation obligation of the dam project. To cover the bird monitoring, I have been taking
monthly bird walks on the trail around the lake for the past few months and have come across a
fair number of species that are always enjoyable to see and hear. To get a more comprehensive
list, we ask anyone birding Finnon to help us by supplying us with your sightings. The easiest
way to do this is through www.eBirg.org which is a birding website utilized across the world to
log bird species and locations of sightings. If using ebird.org please call the location Finnon
Lake.

Another easy way is to use the birding website is www.birdseyebirding.com which will tell you
what birds have been seen in the area recently and what birds are normally in the area. If you
use www.birdseyebirding.com, your sightings automatically upload to the Cornell Ornithology
Lab which is the holder of all things bird related. If you are interested in recording your findings
and need help, you can contact me at nancy9foley@gmail.com and I will help you through the
process. I have also given a couple of paper Bird Lists of El Dorado County to Mosquito
General. Then you can hold a list in your hand and see what might be flying around. As for bird
books and bird applications related to bird identification, Sibley’s Field Guide to Birds of Western
North America is one of my favorite books. The IBird Pro App also has great information,
pictures, audible sounds of the birds and their general range.

Below is the list of birds I observed while walking on the trail around Finnon Lake in May 2015:

2 Mallard Ducks 8 California Quail 1 Pied billed Grebe 16 Red winged Blackbirds 2 Turkey
Vultures 1 Osprey 1 Cooper’s Hawk 1 Red Tailed Hawk 1 Red Shouldered Hawk 8 American
Coots 2 House Wrens 3 California Towhees 5 Ann’s Hummingbirds 7 Acorn Woodpeckers 1
Great Egret 12 Western Bluebirds 1 Western Wood Peewee 1 Black Phoebe 4 Bullock’s Orioles
12 House Finches 4 Western Scrub Jays 5 American Crows 8 Tree Swallows 14 Lesser
Goldfinches 4 Band tailed Pigeons 4 Bewick’s Wrens 1 Robin 13 European Starlings 1 Ruby
crowned Kinglet 1 Spotted Towhee 16 Bushtits 38 Canada Geese 1 Orange crowned Warbler 2
Yellow Warblers 7 Western Tanagers 3 Hairy/Downy woodpeckers 8 Brown headed Cowbirds 5
Ash throated Flycatchers

I am not an expert, but enjoy company while walking the trail near the lake. If you are interested
in going birding and want some help (or even a lot of help) identifying birds, contact me and
perhaps we might set up a time to bird Finnon together.
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2015 Mosquito Phone Book Updates By Sharon Hern



If you are listed in the 2015 Mosquito Phone Book and have changes to your listing, please let
me know so that the Phone Book can be updated. You can call me at (530)626-5268, or email
me at sahern@exede.net. Page 24 in the 2015 Phone Book is for additional listings.

Listed below is an addition to the 2015 Phone Book:

Additions: WEEKS, Roland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(916)630-8855 3160 Stope Drive

CLASSIFIED ADS Free
Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty! You haul. call Tim at (408)859-3182. (7)

Horse/compost manure for home or garden call Cindy at (530)621-1600. (7)

Firewood, soft wood. You cut and haul away. Call Lionel (530)622-7472. (7)

For Sale:
Everlast boxing heavy bag and speed bag on sturdy stand. In great shape, has been used
indoors only. $50. Please call (530)344-1870. (8)

2 acre parcel of land at 3081 Stope Drive for sale. No water or power ready. Make offer. Call
Donna Borchin at (209)624-3918 (9) FIREWOOD: Call Dustin Sears at (530)363-4991. (7)

SEASONED WOOD—Delivered, seasoned OAK $290/cord. Call Bob at (530)642-9335. (7)

1 1⁄4 cord split soft wood, $195. You pick up. Call Tim at (530)622-4419. (7)

Meetings
MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP – Meet new friends, get refreshed and restored. Join us for
challenging Bible study, fun events and worship here in Mosquito. Groups for
Men/Women/kids/young adults. We meet Sunday mornings 10 a.m. at 3342 Stope Drive and
throughout the week. Check our website www.mfom.net or call (530)295-0503.

FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING CLASSES Food preparation demonstrations, recipe
handouts, video clips and resource materials, along with samples provided. Have fun interacting
with other health-minded folks, learning healthful lifestyle principles and discovering tasty new
recipes. We meet

bags from 8-5at the Fire Station. Please consider this option when you organize your recycled
materials.

ALL CA CRV ALUMINUM CANS, BEER BOTTLES AND PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES. Please
drop off

(Wine bottles don’t have CRV! We can’t use them)

This is a very important fund raiser for the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association so MVFA
THANKS YOU!

WANTED!!!
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once a month at the Camino SDA Church, 3520 Carson Rd. on Thursdays at 11 a.m. Call Fred



Adams at 642- 9441 for dates and to reserve your space. Or email AdamsAmigos@gmail.com .

Services
Disneyland® Resort is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year! You don’t want to miss this
celebration! Call Clydene to start planning: (530)409-0083. Off To Neverland Travel® is an
Authorized Disney. As to Disney artwork, logos and properties: © Disney - Ship Registry: The
Bahamas; CST# 2090317-40 / Fla. Seller of Travel Ref. No. ST37203

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT – FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting - -Tractor Work -
Tree & Brush Removal - Dump Runs and More...! Give us a call, free estimates. If we can’t help
you, we’ll put you in touch with someone who can. FRIENDLY HONEST SERVICE – Call Dustin
K. Sears Sr. at (530)363-4991.

LOOKING FOR WORK Local hard-working young man home from college for the summer. I am
also available for labor and odd jobs. Please call DJ Sears at (510) 701-7673.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING BY FRANK SURFAS - Service on all brands of Air
Conditioning, Heating, Heat Pumps & Evaporative Coolers. Special Rate, minimum charge only
$42.50. Estimates free for new installations & equipment change outs. High quality service since
1978. Call Frank at (530)622-4462. California contractor License #354595

AFFORDABLE CUSTOM CABINETRY right here on the hill. Quality Custom all wood
construction; Kitchens, Baths, Built-ins, Closets, Entertainment centers, Bookcases, and more.
Small jobs welcome. Call Lew’s Woodshop at (530)391-5898.

AUTO DETAIL ON THE HILL - Hand wash & wax. Tire dressing. Windows, dash & chrome
cleaned. Rug

vacuumed. Car - $55, truck - $65 & oversized vehicles may be additional. Call Steve at
(530)621-3643.

CLOCK REPAIR — Antique/Vintage, Electric and Quartz. Pick-up and delivery free in
Swansboro area. Call Gary at (530)409-0526.

LOCAL REALTORS – Rusty & Debbie Harris, Swansboro Land & Homes, Inc. Lic.#01781489.
Area specialists since 1975. Office next to Fire Station at 8781 Rock Creek Road. Stop by for
free maps & info. Happy to put our experience to work for you; buy, sell, short sales & REO’s.
Call (530)622- 6822. www.swansboro.metrolistpro.com or Swansbororealestate@gmail.com .

RIDLEY K-9 ACADEMY – Professional dog training and dog walking services. For more
information visit www.ridleyk9academy.com or call Garrett at (530)409-1879.

IMAGES BY CAROL SCHULTZ – Local scenes of bridge, lakes, vineyards, etc. Available in
cards, posters, enlargements, high quality magnets, and card bundles, all suitable for gifting or
personal use. Custom orders on request. Call (530)409-2912, or email csstamper@aim.com.

OPTOMETRY CLINIC – Dr. Dan Morrill in Placerville. Eye examinations, eyeglasses & contact
lenses available at Precision Eye Care, 118 Main Street. Open Tues - Fri 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday by appointment. Call (530)622-8300. Most insurance accepted. (New Patients
Welcome!)



VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs – Have any family vacations, precious memories or baby
pictures on videos? I can copy them to DVDs. Call Dee at (530)642-2333.

TUTOR – Fully credentialed tutor with 20 years of tutoring experience. Homework, reading,
English composition and math remediation/enrichment. Call Joyce Radmanovich at
(530)626-7062.



FRED tenNAPEL HANDYMAN SERVICES – Anything from A to Z that you can’t do, I will. Home



(530)626- 4281, Cell (530)417-5986. Lic#044903.

MOSQUITO AUTO – All general vehicle repairs including brakes, tune-ups and specializing in
transmissions. Also repairing chain saws, weed eaters, lawnmowers and blade sharpening. Call
Hippie at (530)642-2867.

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you’re away. We will give your pet the same love and care as
you would if you were here. No pet too large or too small. Reasonable rates. Call Devin &
Dylan’s Pet Feeding Service at (530)295-9165.

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE – Line clearance certified, hazard tree removal, close quarter
removal, view enhancement, trimming, topping, mistletoe removal. Certified Arborist on staff.
Call Jared at (530)626-6325.

WELDING & FABRICATION – Steel, Stainless Steel, Aluminum. Certified to military standard.
Call (530)626-0691.

CHIMNEY SWEEP – For hire, 35 years’ experience. Wood/pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer vents
gutters. Repairs, stove & chimney installations/repairs, problem solving. Call Richard Smith at
(530)306-2438.

CREATIVE ADMIN SERVICES – Your Office and project support team specializing in Office
Management, Business/Personal Contact Mgmt. Event Coordination, Online Services, and
much more. Visit our website at www.creativeadminservices.com or call (530)295- 1779.

HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS – Bird baths, flower pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also, handmade
wooden jewelry boxes. Affordable and unique. Studio open most days; call first. Do your gift
shopping here on the hill! Call Pam or Dave Angelo at (530)621-3688.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES – Live the American Dream: the ownership of a home and a little
acreage to call

your own! Sally Long Johns, your resident Mosquito Road Realtor, will help you buy or sell any
property in El Dorado County! Utilize your new neighborhood website
www.mosquitoroadneighbors.com or (530)295-4641 or toll free (866)SALLYRE,
snlongjohns@yahoo.com .

NOTARY SERVICE – I am a mobile Notary Public living right here in Mosquito. I am
experienced in all areas of notary work including loan packages, real estate transfers, etc. Call
Elaine Galvan at (530)295-0503.

RESPITE CARE – Available in Swansboro/Mosquito, M- F, weekends or overnight as needed.
Also available for short periods of time (barring previously scheduled commitments) and/or for
hospice care for your family member. I have 17 local home-care references to verify my skills
and the level of care I will provide for your loved ones. Call Nancy West at (530)626-7975.

MOSQUITO GENERAL MARKET AND KITCHEN
Open Wednesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Closed Monday and

Tuesday



(530)295-4980 or mosquitogeneral@live.com

Watch for Specials on our Community Facebook page!

The synopsis of the long history, dating to the 1800’s, of providing water to Finnon Lake has
moved to an upcoming Byte.





JULY 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Expected Mosquito

Bridge Closure

• Full closure - 24 hrs per day from approx. July 6 – July 24

•Daily closures from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., M – F, from approx. July 25 -31. The bridge will be open
after hours and weekends

1 2

MVFA Board 7 p.m. Mosquito General

3 4

Enjoy your Freedom! 5 6 Mosquito

Bridge Closed July 6 - 31

7 8 9

MFPD Board 7 p.m. Fire Station

10 11 Trading Post
10 a.m. Mosquito General Community Picnic 12 p.m. Finnon Rec Area 12 13 14 Mosquito Road

Clean- up 8 a.m – 12 p.m. Meet at Fire Station

15 16

SCPOA Board 7 p.m. Fire Station

17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

CRAFTERS 10 a.m. Darlene’s BINGO 7 p.m. Mosquito General

25

26 27 28 29 30 31



The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost



of subscription is $15.00 per year, with a two year maximum pre-paid period. Please make
check payable to MVFA and mail to 9009 Orval Beckett Ct., Placerville, CA, 95667. Deadline for
advertising is the 19th of each month.

ADVERTISING POLICY

There is no charge to our subscribers for advertising in the MOSQUITO BYTE. However, ads
must be limited to 7 column lines maximum. The deadline for submitting advertising is the 19th
of each month. Please submit ads for the Classified Section to: Joyce Radmanovich
joycecradmanovich@gmail.com or Mosquito Byte at 6530 One Eye Creek Court, Placerville, CA
95667. Ads in the "Free", "For Sale", and "Wanted" categories will run for three months unless
the submitter asks for the Ad to be removed or extended.

The editors have the right to edit, limit, or refuse any article submitted for publication in the
Mosquito Byte. The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association accepts ads from subscribers without
endorsement.

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667-9040

9009 ORVAL BECKETT CT

MOSQUITO BYTE


