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Fire and Fall Injury Prevention in the Home By Mike Hazlett, Mosquito
FPD Fire Chief
Each year, more than 1.6 million older Americans go to the emergency room for fall related
injuries. Among older adults, falls are the number one cause of fractures and hospital
admissions for trauma, loss of independence, and injury related deaths. Since January 1st,
2015, in the United States, there have been 1751 civilian fire related deaths with over 17,500
civilian fire related injuries recorded in 2011. Cooking is the leading cause of fire related injuries,
and the leading cause of fire related death is smoking. . Americans age 65 and older are 2.5
times more likely to die in fires than the overall population, and as Americans age, their fire risk
increases. Contributing factors to fires and falls include medications, hearing/vision loss, loss of
strength, balance, and mobility. It is possible to reduce your risk by reviewing these tips and
changing or modifying your behavior, habits, and environment:

Fall Prevention Tips

• Clear the way, and keep stairs and walking areas free of electrical and phone cords, shoes,
clothing, books, magazines, and other clutter.

• Improve the lighting in your home by using nightlights to light the path between the bedroom
and bathroom. Turn on the lights before using the stairs.

• Use nonslip mats in the bathtub and shower, and install grab bars on the wall next to the
bathtub, shower, and toilet.

• Use only throw rugs with rubber, nonskid backing. Always smooth out wrinkles and folds in
carpeting and rugs.

Fire Prevention Tips

• The number one cause of kitchen fires is cooking left unattended. NEVER leave stovetop
cooking unattended.

• Wear tight, short, or rolled up sleeves while cooking, and never use loose or dangling clothing.

• Use oven mitts or potholders, and never use a dishtowel as a potholder.

• If a pan catches fire, slide a lid over it, turn off the burner, and call 9-1-1.

• In case of an oven or microwave fire, turn off the oven or microwave. Do not open the door.
Call 9-1-1.

• Don’t cook if you are drowsy from medication. Plan meals around your medications.

• Keep clutter and combustibles away from your stove.

• If your clothes catch fire, STOP, DROP, and ROLL, or smother the flames with a towel or a
blanket.

• Test smoke alarms monthly; replace batteries at least once a year, and replace smoke alarms



every 10 years.

The Mosquito FPD is willing to assist you with battery installation.
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Mosquito Fire Protection District (MFPD) By Ken Joseph, MFPD board



of Directors, President
Last month MFPD and MS75A hosted the 2nd Annual Firefighter Appreciation Celebration to
recognize the contributions and dedication of all the firefighters who regularly respond to the
calls for help. Firefighter is in the event title, but the appreciation and thanks extends to all the
volunteers and support personnel behind the scenes. Some of the “behind the scene” critical
functions are management, planning, coordination, mapping, communications, logistical
support, public safety, animal care, etc. It is phenomenal that so many people can come
together as a team, at a moment’s notice, to save life and property.

The King Fire and this year’s Butte and Valley fires are prime examples of the dangers of living
in a remote, beautiful and rugged area, but it can carry a devastating potential. Luckily, the
majority of our emergency calls are medical and public assist. These calls are not as globally
significant, but they provide emergency response when needed.

Our staff and volunteers answer emergency calls at all hours, 365 days a year, under all weather
conditions. Often, they are climbing out of bed and responding before knowing what the
emergency is and what dangers they may face. Their primary motivation is an intrinsic
satisfaction in helping their neighbors.

We all recognize the benefits of an active fire station in the community. The majority of our
department is comprised of volunteers that make up an important part of the fire district’s
operational strategy. Without the volunteers, we would need to rely on Georgetown, Garden
Valley and Placerville as primary response. This reliance could delay emergency response
30-45 minutes outside of normal business hours.

How can you help? Encourage participation. Help make the department our department. Not
everyone needs to be a responder, but we are always looking for new recruits to train and
respond. We also have opportunities to participate with the support group, fund raising, grant
writing, district ambassadors, committees, etc. The most important way you can help is thanking
and supporting our volunteers and department. The Firefighter Appreciation Celebration was a
one day event. Let’s make it an everyday event.

The next MFPD Board meeting will be Thursday, November 5th at 7 p.m. at the Fire
Station. You are welcome to attend!

Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association (MVFA) By Tom Harris
MVFA will sponsor a Mosquito/Swansboro Veterans Meet-up on Veterans Day, November 11th,
at 5:00 p.m., at the Mosquito General Market and Kitchen. Milo Laguna will co-host. Coffee and
a sampling of Dawn's delicious pies will be served, compliments of MVFA. It's high time for
Mosquito/Swansboro residents who served, or are now serving in the U.S. Military, to meet up.
MVFA would like this to become an annual event to show our appreciation for our local veterans.

Saturday, December 12th, will be MVFA's annual Community Christmas Dinner at the Mosquito
Fire Station. The meal includes turkey and all the trimmings and is free to all Mosquito residents.
This is a
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great way to end the year, visit with neighbors and friends, and show our appreciation to the



people who serve and support our community. Dinner will be at 6 p.m. More details in next
month’s Byte.

"Bingo at the Café" will take a holiday during the months of November and December and is
expected to resume in January. MVFA would like to thank everyone who participated in the
record turnouts for this event throughout the year. Bingo is a great fundraiser to help MVFA pay
its bills!

The next MVFA Board meeting will be November 12th at 7 p.m. at Mosquito General. We
hope to see you there!

Swansboro Country Property Owners Association (SCPOA) By
Connell Persico
As part of its effort to improve communications with members, the Board at its meeting on
October 15th, 2015, allocated funds to publish up to six newsletters a year. Paper copies will be
sent to all members who have not opted into receiving electronics communications. The
newsletters will include all legally mandated communications as well as meeting notices, an
events calendar, reports from committees and board meetings, fire safety communications, and
other pertinent information. We hope to get our first issue to you in November.

Heather Loyola was selected by the Board to be its Secretary. As Secretary, she will provide
supervision to our staff and so be our main liaison with the Management Trust, Kocal Division for
all matters relating to records, minutes, and required corporate signatures. We appreciate
Heather’s willingness to take on this additional volunteer responsibility on behalf of our
community.

At our Budget Committee meeting, we noted that with current expenditure rates and the add-ins
of our management firm, salary adjustments, and the above projects, we will end the fiscal year
- next February - with a healthy operating budget surplus. Many thanks go out to our Treasurer,
Jerry Pullin, and the Finance Committee - Heather Loyola, Barb Mikel and Barb Beacham - for
their attention to and care of Association finances.

Your Board also approved a letter to be sent to the County Department of Transportation
requesting improved signage notifying truck drivers of the limits on our bridge. Our hope is such
signage might help decrease the damage done to the bridge and the delays caused to
residents.

We will also put out a request for proposal and move in a timely manner to select a vendor to
spray the ditch lines along our roads to control weeds that cause damage to the roads. As a part
of that request, we will also begin a long term program to control the starthistle growth at Dyer
and Trout lakes, which will allow the regrowth of native grasses. The first application of pesticide
should occur shortly after the first rains. So moving quickly with the proposal is critical.

The Board also approved establishing a Dogwood Trail Volunteer Cleanup Project. Under the
direction of our maintenance staff, volunteers will make the trail that parallels Dogwood Drive
more accessible to community members. If interested in helping, please contact Kevin or
Jonathan.



While on the subject, let me end with praise for our maintenance staff, Jonathan and Kevin.
They have taken full advantage of the drought conditions to improve our lakes. Twin Ponds is
transformed! Enough sand has been removed from Dyer Lake to not only expand the beach
area there but to also transfer a load to building up the sandy area at Catfish Lake. We loved the
October 17th storm and look forward to an El Nino winter!

The next SCPOA meeting is Thursday, November 19th at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station.
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Finnon Lake News By Tom Harris



The Finnon Lake Recreation Area has progressed a long way since our dam was condemned a
number of years ago and the decision made to reconstruct it. Most of the costs of the Dam
Reconstruction Project were paid by grants from private conservation organizations and state
grants set aside for wildlife and wetland preservation. Now that the dam project is complete, the
MVFA must comply with the requirements of these grants. These requirements primarily call for
fish and wildlife monitoring (you’ll see more on this in another article in this Byte) to ensure the
health of the habitat for years to come. Recently, it appeared that a mating pair of Bald Eagles
may consider making Finnon Lake home. A wet winter and spring will help the habitat
immensely.

MVFA moved its annual community picnic back to Finnon Lake. Additional events like the Easter
Egg Hunt and Halloween Trunk or Treat will be held at the Finnon Lake site. Mosquito residents
are encouraged to consider Finnon Lake when planning family events, church outings, or club
campouts. There have already been two weddings at Finnon Lake in 2015, with more to come.
Now that the dam road and bridge are complete, the park will be open all year. Click on the word
"Calendar" on the "Camping and Reservations" page of our website at
www.finnonrecreationarea.com to check for availability. For more information, and to make
reservations, call (530)409-5515.

You may not realize that much of the revenue that supports the operation of Finnon Lake
Recreation Area comes from outside the Mosquito Fire Protection District. Fees paid by folks
from outside our community help support our park while local residents enjoy it as a part of the
neighborhood. Hiking, bird watching and bicycling at Finnon are free of charge. Every cent
collected from park fees and donations goes back into improving the site. The MVFA budget is
public information. The budget is discussed, and copies are available at every board meeting.
MVFA has no paid employees; everyone who gives their time is a volunteer.

The MVFA Board of Directors is continuing to find ways to pay the costs of keeping the Finnon
Recreation Area operating and improving. MVFA receives no money from any tax source or the
Swansboro Country Property Owners Association. We are self-supporting. Recently, MVFA has
offered annual Day Use Passes for district residents. Day Use refers to swimming, fishing,
picnicking, boating, and disc golf. Contact Dave Angelo at (530)621-3688 to purchase the
upcoming new 2016 Annual Day Use Pass.

Other projects, as well as maintenance work, will continue at Finnon Lake under the MVFA
Campground and Property committee and the newly formed Fish and Wildlife committee chaired
by Dave Angelo. Future projects include improvements to the campground bathrooms,
development of the beach/swim area, and improvements to the cafe gardens and pavilion area.
We will continue to have our annual Campground Cleanup day in the spring. Volunteers are
always welcome.

Many thanks go to Jan Okumura and friends for their recent volunteer work and contributions to
the cafe gardens. Thanks go out to all volunteers who have helped improve and maintain the
park over the years. If you would like to help, please attend the MVFA Board of Directors
meeting on the first Thursday of each month at the Mosquito General Café, or call Dave Angelo
or Tom Harris, or email: mvfa95667@gmail.com.



If you can't volunteer, please consider a donation to MVFA. If you would like to contribute to
Finnon Lake projects, please send your check with a note specifying so to MVFA, 9009 Orval
Beckett Ct.,
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Placerville 95667. MVFA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations may be tax deductible,



and a letter specifying the donation amount will be provided to you. Also, please continue to
attend our fundraiser dinners, and thank you for supporting MVFA and your Finnon Lake
Recreation Area.

Birding at Finnon Lake in October By Dave Angelo
Each month on the second Saturday at 10:00 a.m., Mike and Dee Taylor meet at the café with
anyone interested in seeing what birds are in the Finnon Lake area. They record their findings
which help support the goals of the MVFA noted in recent Byte articles. If you are interested in
joining Mike and Dee, please contact them at (530)626-1196.

On October 10th, they observed the following on ebird.org: US-CA-Placerville-9100 Rock Creek
Rd - 38.7967x-120.7519 9:47 AM Traveling: 1.10 miles Time: 90 Minutes All birds reported? Yes
Comments: 78 degrees, warm & sunny! Submitted from eBird for iOS, version 1.1.2 Build 27

5 Canada Goose 2 Pied-billed Grebe 3 Turkey Vulture 55 American Coot 16 Acorn Woodpecker
2 Northern Flicker (Red-shafted) 1 Black Phoebe 8 Steller's Jay 12 Western Scrub-Jay 4
Common Raven 20 Western Bluebird 8 Dark-eyed Junco Number of Taxa: 12

SPAGHETTI DINNER THANK YOU By Clay Heironimus, Chair and Karryn Morris
and Mary Ann Haywood, Co-chairs
We did it and we did it BIG!! We served 107 dinners! I think that's a record! I would love to name
every person who helped put this dinner together, but there just would not be enough space. So,
a heartfelt thanks goes out to the setup crew, to the cooks, to the ladies who made the
homemade red sauce, to the "all male serving crew", to the bakers, to the kitchen crew, to the
money takers at the door, to everyone who donated the outstanding raffle gifts (the best money
maker ever!), to the ladies selling and drawing the tickets for the raffle and the 50/50 draw(what
fun that was) and to everyone who helped with putting tables and chairs away at the end of the
evening.

It does take a village and ours is the BEST!

Don't forget to come to the Christmas Dinner, which is free to all Mosquito/Swansboro
community. More information to come in the December Byte.

Christmas Basket Recipients By Sharon Hern & Mary Ann Haywood
Over the years, MVFA has helped families in our community who have found themselves in

a “less fortunate” position at Christmas Time. Traditionally, we have been able to provide the
recipients with a full Christmas meal along with gifts for any children family members. So that we
can begin our planning for 2015, we are asking for the community’s help. If you know of
someone in our community whom you think could use this kind of help, please get the following
information to us: adult names,
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children’s name(s) and age(s), address and phone number. You can give the information to



Mary at the Fire Station, Sharon Hern Christmas Basket Chairperson at (530)626-5268, or Mary
Ann Haywood Co-Chairperson at (530)622-5477. The information given is treated as
confidential.

Want to help by donating? Donations may be dropped off at the fire station beginning December
1st. We are looking for canned and boxed foods, vegetables, hams, turkeys and gifts for

children. Please remember that opened boxes, outdated food, and perishables cannot be
accepted for donations. We will be distributing these baskets on December 19th, so don’t wait

too long to donate. We are again partnering with our local CHP office for “Chips for Kids”. Gifts
for children should be unwrapped, so we can match them to the children’s age with a reminder:
please don’t forget our pre-teens and teenagers. Thank you in advance for your help, and may

you have a wonderful Holiday Season!

Trading Post News By Joyce Radmanovich
Together with a booming light show, rain soaked Mosquito on Saturday morning, October 17th.
So...we held The Trading Post on Sunday morning, October 18th. Although the weather dawned
as chilly and foggy, we warmed up on Mosquito General's front porch and gazebo with Paul
Hind's live fiddle music, hot cups of coffee, fresh plants, baked goods, jams and jellies, holiday
arts and crafts, and MVFA shirts, mugs, and bags. Sharon Hern was also on hand to welcome
and sign up residents for The Mosquito Phone Book and The Byte. By 11:00 a.m., the sun
shone through the clouds, and we beheld a clearly refreshed Finnon Lake and countryside!

The December 6th Trading Post will offer Christmas Bazaar goodies! Details in the December
Byte.

Calling All Mosquito/Swansboro Shoppers By Mary Ann Haywood
Last call for SPECIAL ORDERS on long sleeve T's, crew neck, hooded pullover and hooded zip
sweatshirts. We’ll be ordering the second week of November. Think holiday gifts! Call me at
(530)622-5477.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Free Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty! You haul. call Tim at (408)859-3182. (7)

Horse/compost manure for home or garden call Cindy at (530)621-1600. (7)

Firewood, soft wood. You cut and haul away. Call Lionel (530)622-7472. (7)

For Sale One (1) white, across truck tool box; two (2)white, side mount tool boxes; one (1)diamond plate,
truck tool box. For prices and more information, call Fred tenNapel, (530)626-4281. (10)

2 acre parcel of land at 3081 Stope Drive. No water or power ready. Make offer. Call Donna Borchin at
(209)624-3918 (9)

FIREWOOD: Call Dustin Sears at (530)363-4991. (7) SEASONED WOOD—Delivered, seasoned OAK
$290/cord. Call Bob at (530)642-9335. (7)

¹¼ cord split soft wood, $195. You pick up. Call Tim at (530)622-4419. (7)

MOSQUITO GENERAL MARKET AND KITCHEN
Open Wednesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Closed Monday and Tuesday

(530)295-4980 or mosquitogeneral@live.com

Watch for Specials on our Community Facebook page!

Meetings
MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP – Meet new friends, get refreshed and restored. Join us for challenging Bible
study, fun events and worship here in Mosquito. Groups for Men/Women/kids/young adults. We meet
Sunday mornings 10 a.m. at 3342 Stope Drive and throughout the week. Check our website
www.mfom.net or call (530)295-0503.

FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING CLASSES Food preparation demonstrations, recipe handouts,
video clips and resource materials, along with samples provided. Have fun interacting with other
health-minded folks, learning healthful lifestyle principles and discovering tasty new recipes. We meet
once a month at the Camino SDA Church, 3520 Carson Rd. on Thursdays at 11 a.m. Call Fred Adams at
(530)642-9441 for dates and to reserve your space. Or email AdamsAmigos@gmail.com .

Services MISTY'S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES: Deep cleaning, basic cleaning, move ins/outs, one time
cleanings, and flexible schedule arrangements. I also do house sitting, vacation care, pet sitting, errands
as needed. Call (916)496-5980

TRAVEL PLANNING: Customized travel planning and exceptional service awaits you, whether you’re
looking for a magical Disney Destination, a romantic river cruise in Europe, or an unforgettable adventure
in Hawai‘i. Call Clydene, (530)409.0083 or email clydene.rogers@offtoneverland.com.

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT – FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting - -Tractor Work - Tree &
Brush Removal - Dump Runs and More...! Give us a call, free estimates. If we can’t help you, we’ll put you
in touch with someone who can. FRIENDLY HONEST SERVICE – Call Dustin K. Sears Sr. at
(530)363-4991.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING BY FRANK SURFAS - Service on all brands of Air Conditioning,
Heating, Heat Pumps & Evaporative Coolers. Special Rate, minimum charge only $42.50. Estimates free



for new installations & equipment change outs. High quality service since 1978. Call Frank at
(530)622-4462. California contractor License #354595
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AUTO DETAIL ON THE HILL - Hand wash & wax. Tire dressing. Windows, dash & chrome cleaned. Rug



vacuumed. Car - $55, truck - $65 & oversized vehicles may be additional. Call Steve at (530)621- 3643.

CLOCK REPAIR — Antique/Vintage, Electric and Quartz. Pick-up and delivery free in Swansboro area.
Call Gary at (530)409-0526.

LOCAL REALTORS – Rusty & Debbie Harris, Swansboro Land & Homes, Inc. Lic.#01781489. Area
specialists since 1975. Office next to Fire Station at 8781 Rock Creek Road. Stop by for free maps & info.
Happy to put our experience to work for you; buy, sell, short sales & REO’s. Call (530)622-6822.
www.swansboro.metrolistpro.com or Swansbororealestate@gmail.com .

RIDLEY K-9 ACADEMY – Professional dog training and dog walking services. For more information visit
www.ridleyk9academy.com or call Garrett at (530)409-1879.

IMAGES BY CAROL SCHULTZ – Local scenes of bridge, lakes, vineyards, etc. Available in cards,
posters, enlargements, high quality magnets, and card bundles, all suitable for gifting or personal use.
Custom orders on request. Call (530)409-2912, or email csstamper@aim.com.

OPTOMETRY CLINIC – Dr. Dan Morrill in Placerville. Eye examinations, eyeglasses & contact lenses
available at Precision Eye Care, 118 Main Street. Open Tues - Fri 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday by
appointment. Call (530)622-8300. Most insurance accepted. (New Patients Welcome!)

VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs – Have any family vacations, precious memories or baby pictures
on videos? I can copy them to DVDs. Call Dee at (530)642-2333.

TUTOR – Fully credentialed tutor with 40 years of teaching experience. Homework, reading, English
composition and math remediation or enrichment. Call Joyce Radmanovich at (530)626-7062.

FRED tenNAPEL HANDYMAN SERVICES – Anything from A to Z that you can’t do, I will. Home
(530)626-4281, Cell (530)417-5986. Lic#044903.

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you’re away. We will give your pet the same love and care as you would if
you were here. No pet too large or too small.

Reasonable rates. Call Devin & Dylan’s Pet Feeding Service at (530)295-9165.

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE – Line clearance certified, hazard tree removal, close quarter removal, view
enhancement, trimming, topping, mistletoe removal. Certified Arborist on staff. Call Jared at
(530)626-6325.

WELDING & FABRICATION – Steel, Stainless Steel, Aluminum. Certified to military standard. Call
(530)626-0691.

CHIMNEY SWEEP – For hire, 35 years’ experience. Wood/pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer vents gutters.
Repairs, stove & chimney installations/repairs, problem solving. Call Richard Smith at (530)306-2438.

CREATIVE ADMIN. SERVICES – Your office and project support team specializing in Office
Management, Business/Personal Contact Mgmt. Event Coordination, Online Services, and much more.
Visit our website at www.creativeadminservices.com or call (530)295- 1779.

HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS – Bird baths, flower pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also, handmade wooden
jewelry boxes. Affordable and unique. Studio open most days; call first. Do your gift shopping here on the
hill! Call Pam or Dave Angelo at (530)621-3688.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES – Live the American Dream: the ownership of a home and a little acreage to
call your own! Sally Long Johns, your resident Mosquito Road Realtor, will help you buy or sell any
property in El Dorado County! You can reach me at www.mosquitoroadneighbors.com or (530)295-4641
or toll free (866)SALLYRE, snlongjohns@yahoo.com.



NOTARY SERVICE – I am a mobile Notary Public living right here in Mosquito. I am experienced in all
areas of notary work including loan packages, real estate transfers, etc. Call Elaine Galvan at
(530)295-0503.

RESPITE CARE – Available in Swansboro/Mosquito, M-F, weekends or overnight as needed. Also
available for short periods of time (barring previously scheduled commitments) and/or for hospice care for
your family member. I have 17 local home-care references to verify my skills and the level of care I will
provide for your loved ones. Call Nancy West at (530)626-7975.
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NOVEMBER 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 1 2 3 4 5

MVFA Board 7 p.m. Mosquito General

6 7

MFPD Support Group 10 a.m. Fire Station

8 9 10 11

Veterans Day Meet- up 5 p.m. Mosquito General

12 MFPD Board 7 p.m. Fire Station

13 Craft Faire 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Cold Springs Church

14 Craft Faire 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Cold Springs Church

15 16 17 18 19

SCPOA Board 7 p.m. Fire Station

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

Happy Thanksgiving!

27 No Crafters this month
28

29 30 1 December

Accepting Christmas basket donations (see article)
2 3

MVFA Board 7 p.m. Mosquito General

4 5

MFPD Support Group 10 a.m. Fire Station
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The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost of



subscription is $15.00 per year, with a two year maximum pre-paid period. Please make your check
payable advertising to is MVFA the 19

and th

of each mail it to 9009 Orval Beckett Ct., month. Articles should be submitted Placerville, CA, 95667. The
deadline for

in a .pdf format, if possible.

ADVERTISING POLICY

There is no charge to our subscribers for advertising in the MOSQUITO BYTE. However, ads must be
limited to 7 column lines maximum. The deadline for submitting advertising is the 19

th

of each month.
Please submit ads for the Classified Section to: Joyce Radmanovich joycecradmanovich@gmail.com or
Mosquito Byte at 6530 One Eye Creek Court, Placerville, CA 95667. Ads in the "Free", "For Sale", and
"Wanted" categories will run for three months unless the submitter asks for the Ad to be removed or
extended.

The editors have the right to edit, limit, or refuse any article submitted for publication in the Mosquito Byte.
The opinions expressed in the Byte are those of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editors or of the MVFA Board of Directors. The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association accepts ads from
subscribers without endorsement.

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667-9040

9009 ORVAL BECKETT CT

MOSQUITO BYTE


