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D onald  E. S tephens, w ho tra n s ­
fo rm ed  a p a tch  of garbage dum ps 
and  m ob hangouts into a suburban 
entertainm ent and convention capi­
tal over the last half-century, has died.

S tephens d ied  W ednesday  n igh t 
w ith his wife, Katherine, a t his side.
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Donald E. Stephens ~  1928-2007

Rosemont’s master developer dies
bustling town that stands as a testi­
m ony to his determination to succeed 
w here o thers saw no opportun ity . 
There’s a convention center that bears 
his nam e, countless hotels, the All­
state Arena and Rosem ont Theater. 
His m oniker also is a ttached  to the 
large collection of Hummel figurines 
he amassed.

But S tep h en s  a lso  n e v e r co u ld

See MASTER on PAGE 14

B y A m e s  B o y k in
a n d  ERIC KROL Only mayor built tiny town into a mecca

so m any th ings in  th a t sm all town 
that m any of us w ould not have the 
co u rag e  to  d o ,” sa id  N iles M ayor 
Nicholas Blase, a longtime Stephens 
friend and colleague.

One of the more colorful figures to 
ever dot the Chicago area’s political 
landscape, the red-haired suburban 
boss leaves b eh in d  the legacy of a

The region’s longest-serving mayor 
succum bed to a battle with stom ach 
c a n c e r  a n d  h ad  d e a lt w ith  o th e r  
health problems interm ittently since 
suffering a pair of heart attacks more 
than  25 years ago. Stephens died in 
his sleep about 8 p.m. W ednesday at 
his home in Rosemont.

“He is one of the stalwarts. He did

Historic
abortion
decision
High court backs ban 
on specific procedure
Associated h i  ss

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court’s new 
conservative majority gave anti abortion forces 
a landm ark victory W ednesday in a 5-4 deci­
s io n  th a t  b a n s  a c o n tro v e rs ia l a b o r tio n  
procedure nationw ide and sets the stage for 
further restrictions.

It was a long-awaited and resounding win 
that abo rtion  opponen ts had  hoped  to gain 
from a court pushed to the right by President 
Bush’s appointees.

For die first time since the court established 
a wom an’s right to an abortion in 1973, the jus­
tices  sa id  th e  C o n s titu tio n  p e rm its  a 
nationwide prohibition on a specific abortion 
method. The court’s liberal justices, in dissent, 
said the ruling chipped away at abortion rights.

The 5-4 decision written by Justice Anthony 
Kennedy said the Partial Birth Abortion Ban 
Act that Congress passed and Bush signed into 
law in 2003 does not violate a wom an’s consti­
tutional right to an abortion.

S id ing  w ith  K ennedy w ere B ush ’s two 
appointees, Chief Justice John Roberts and Jus­
tice Samuel Alito, along with Justices Antonin 
Scalia and Clarence Thomas.

The law is constitutional desp ite  no t con­
ta in in g  an  excep tion  tha t w ou ld  allow  the 
procedure if needed  to preserve a w om an’s 
health, Kennedy said. “The law need not give 
ab o rtio n  d o c to rs  u n fe tte red  cho ice  in the  
course of their medical practice.” he wrote in 
the majority opinion.

Not all DNA on 
dinner was Luna s
B y S t a c y  S t . C l a ir
Daily Herald Staff Writer

The half-eaten  chicken piece prosecutors 
say  lin k s  Juan  Luna
to  th e  B row n's C hick- ------------------------
en m urders also contains 
th e  DNA o f a t le a s t one  
o th er person , test results 
show.

Cecilia Doyle, a section 
ch ief a t the  Illinois State 
Police Crime I^ab, testified 
Wednesday that she found 
two DNA profiles on the 
food  in  1998. T h ough  
a u th o r i t ie s  say Luna 
m atches one of them, they 
h av e  n e v e r  p u b lic ly

See DNA on PAGE 4

What’s new: A
second unknown 
person’s DNA 
also is on the 
chicken bone 
that prosecutors 
say ties Juan 
Luna to the 
murders.

What’s next
More prosecution 
witnesses

Small 
airport 
may lose 
runway
B y Av ia n  CARRASQUILLO
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Chicago Executive Airport in 
W heeling m ay lose one of its 
three runways.

T he a irp o r t  b o a rd  v o ted  
u n a n im o u s ly  W ed n esd ay  
evening to begin the process to 
close runway 6/24.

A irp o rt M an ag er D e n n is  
Rouleau cited several reasons in 
seeking the closure, including 
safety, u n d e ru tiliz a tio n , e c o ­
n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t
opportunities, and possible lid- I 
gabon against the airport.

“T h a t ru n w ay  is n o t u p  to  
standards. It’s 50 feet wide, the 
others are 75 feet and 150 feet 
w id e ,” R ouleau  said . He a lso  ; 
cited the runw ay’s proximity to i 
trees on  Milwaukee Avenue on 
Cook C o un ty  Forest Preserve 
property , a hazard  th a t could  
lead to a lawsuit against the air­
port in the future, he said.

R ouleau said only ab o u t 20 
percent of takeoffs occur on the | 
targeted runway, while about IO 
percent of all landings at the air- I 
port occur on that runway.

Many pilots protested the res- j  

olution to close the runw ay at j 
the m eeting Wednesday, saying 
its loss could lead to other prob- ! 
lems, like added  traffic on the ; 
o th e r  ru n w ay s or the  loss of 
business to flight schools and  j  

other operators at the airport.
Barry Axelrod, past president i  

and  spokesm an of the Palwau- 
kee A irport Pilot’s Association, 
said PAPA was against the clos­
ing of the runway.

“A runway is an airport’s m ost 
valuable commodity,” he said.

According to airport statistics, 
more than  167,000 takeoffs and 
landings were logged annually  
at Chicago Executive Airport in 
recent years.

Space added by the runway’s 
closure could also be used for 
econom ic developm ent possi- j 
biiities, Rouleau said.

In addition, federal and state 
d o lla rs  th e  a irp o r t  rece iv es

See RUNWAY on PAGE 13

Bombings 
kill 233 in 

Iraq; Page 2 More coverage online ©  See a photo gallery of the victims at daUyherald.com

Gunman left trail Cho’s multimedia 
of troubling acts manifesto arrives
Associated I Sr ss

BLACKSBURG, Va. — More than a year before the Vir­
ginia Tech m assacre, Cho Seung-Hui was accused of 
stalking two female students and was taken to a psychi­
a tr ic  h o s p ita l  b e c a u se  of fea rs  h e  w as su ic id a l, 
authorities said Wednesday.

The disclosure added to the rapidly growing list of 
warning signs that appeared well before tile 23-year-old 
student shot 32 people to death and committed suicide 
Monday. Among other things, Cho’s twisted, violence- 
filled writings and  sullen, vacant-eyed dem eanor had 
disturbed professors and students so m uch that he was 
removed from one English class and  was repeatedly

Set* GUNMAN on PAGE 12

Reuters

WASHINGTON — T he m a n  w ho m a ssa c re d  32 
p eo p le  at V irginia Tech ra iled  ag a in st w ea lth  and  
debauchery and portrayed himself as a defender of the 
weak in a video sent betw een killings and  shown by 
NBG Wednesday.

The network said it received what it described as a 
“m ultim edia manifesto" from Cho Seung-Hui, includ­
ing photographs and  a lengthy text and  video clips, 
mailed during his shooting rampage Monday before he 
killed himself.

The package c o n ta in e d  an  1,800-w ord d ia tr ib e  
expressing rage and voicing admiration for the students

See VIDEO on PAGE t i

What led to 32 lost lives

A photo montage of some of those killed in Monday’s shootings at Virginia Tech was shown at the Millersville 
University campus in Millersville, Pa., Wednesday. Campuses nationwide held memorials for the victims of the 
shootings. For a look at who the victims were, see Page 10.

A disturbed mind

Weather Local Focus

Cloudy, some sun
I ligh of 53.

See the back of Business.
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Today’s headlines
• Woman charged with leaving tilt* scene 
of fatal Buffalo Grove accident Page 5.

• Bus carrying three disabled kids, school 
nurse crashes in Streamwood, bu t no 
serious injuries reported. Page 3.

• “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,” 
opens Friday in Palatine. Neighbor.
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No solutions yet

Coming Friday in Time out!
The Chicago area's most complete entertainment guide!

The day aller suburban 
elections, state lawmak­
ers are still trying to find 
a reasonable measure to 
prater t Illinois child!en 
from sex offenders who 
may vote at theii 
schools.
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• Turning some ears: De Kalb’s 
music scene heats up corn 
country. We have the details.

• Haight-Ashbury revised:
“Sum m er of Ixive” back on 
PBS’s “American Experience. 
Ted Cox reviews.
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