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DNA: Some evidence was lost, some was destroyed
Continued from Page I

xmentioned the existence of a 
second contributor.

Its also possible that three or 
more peoples DNA could be on 
the chicken piece, Doyle said. 
There were a minimum of two 
sources and at least one of them 
was male, she said.

“ I got a mixture of DNA pro
files,” she said. “ (There is) more 
than one contributor.”

Doyle used the DNA results to 
rule out 90 people, including 
the seven victims and scores of 
law-enforcement officials who 
may have come in contact with 
the food. She also excluded a 
man who admitted to die crime 
as well as a friend he implicated 
in his 1998 confession to police.

All DNA swabs taken during 
testing, however, were later lost.

“They were sent out, but they 
were never received at the desti
nation,” Doyle said.

In 2002, authorities say they 
matched Luna’s genetic code 
with DNA found on a half-eaten 
chicken piece discovered in the 
Palatine establishment’s trash 
can. Prosecutors did not 
attempt to explain the existence 
of the second profile during tes
timony Wednesday.

Prosecutors say Luna, a 
former Brown’s employee, and 
his high school pal Jim Degorski 
killed the restaurant’s two 
owners and five workers in Jan
uary 1993 in an attempt to “do 
somediing big.”

Authorities have never said 
there is DNA evidence linking 
Degorski to the crime, presum
ably ruling him out as the 
second source on the chicken.

The men, who are being tried 
separately, have pleaded not 
guilty to the crime. If convicted, 
both could face the death 
penalty.

The crime rocked the North
west suburbs and alm ost 
immediately drew accusations 
of poor detective work. With the 
investigation stalled in February 
1994, authorities asked famed 
forensic scientist Henry Lee to 
consult on the case.

Lee examined physical evi
dence, visited the restaurant 
and looked over police reports.

44 Minutes 
in January
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In his review, Lee predicted die 
half-eaten chicken dinner — 
which was frozen five days after 
the murders — would be the 
key to solving the crime.

Register receipts show the 
restaurant served its last meal, a 
four-piece meal w ith a small 
drink, at 9:08 p.m. Jan. 8, 1993. 
The vast majority of the meal — 
including at least three 
untouched pieces, two uneaten 
biscuits, unopened honey con
tainers and at least three dozen 
french fries — was discovered 
in an otherwise empty trash 
can.

The bin’s contents seemed 
suspicious to Lee, who ques
tioned why someone would be 
hungry enough to order a meal 
after closing and then throw it 
out. Most likely, he said, the cus
tomer didn’t plan to eat that 
night.

"This could either give you a 
good witness or a suspect,” Lee 
testified Wednesday. "Whoever 
is eating this meal either was 
there and left quickly ... or was 
waiting for something.”

Lee, who became the coun
try ’s best-known forensic 
scientist when he testified for 
the defense in the O.J. Simpson 
trial, suggested Palatine officials 
send the frozen chicken pieces 
to a Connecticut laboratory for 
testing.

“This is your most important 
evidence,” Lee said he told 
police.

At the time, technology did 
not allow for such a small DNA 
sample to be extracted from the 
bone and tested. In  the 
researchers’ attempts to glean 
something from the evidence, 
they destroyed a single bone 
and a coffee stirrer found in the 
trash can.

The rest of the food — includ
ing five other bones — was 
shipped back to Illin o is  for 
preservation.

An Idol’ house call
Family night loith ice cream and a TV  cmmer

B y  G e o r g i a  E v d o x i a d i s
Doily /1 mild Staff Writer

Any family with a TV and five 
bucks can grab a tub of ice 
cream and a spoon and settle in 
on their couch to watch "Ameri
can Idol” together.

But not many can say they 
took their treats into their living 
room and watched an actual 
American Idol sing live.

“ I ’m glad we’re not outside,” 
Ace Young said with a laugh as 
he braved the late April chill to 
greet die Skinners outside their 
Iibertyville house.

Young, a contestant on last 
season’s show, visited the Skin
ners’ house to sing, chat and 
sign autographs Wednesday 
after the youngest Skinner 
daughter put in overtime on her 
com puter to w in a contest 
sponsored by Kdy's ice cream.

Emily, 14, entered herself, her 
mom and her sisters alm ost 
every week — sometimes every 
day — hoping to get a visit from 
one of their favorite crooners

In 1998, scientific advanc
ements allowed for sm aller 
samples to be studied. Palatine 
authorities asked the Illinois 
state police crime lab to handle 
it.

The responsib ility fell to 
Doyle, a DNA expert who was 
still training on the particular 
testing needed. The m icro
scopic sample from the chicken 
was one of the first four she had 
ever done using the procedure, 
she said.

In addition to the lost DNA

swabs, Doyle’s electronic data 
also went m issing when the 
state police attempted to create 
more space on the lab’s com
puters. That data, unlike the 
swabs, was later recovered.

In an effort to prevent die trial 
from becoming bogged down 
by scientific evidence and losing 
its emotional punch, the prose
cution is spending time each 
day focusing on one of the 
seven victims: Michael Castro, 
Lynn Ehlenfeldt, Richard Ehlen- 
feldt, Guadalupe Maldonado,

Thomas Mennes, Marcus 
Nellsen and Rico Solis.

On Wednesday, Schaumburg 
resident Diane Clayton testified 
about calling the Palatine police 
department after learning about 
the murders. Her son Marcus 
Nellsen, a Navy veteran, worked 
as a m anager trainee at the

restaurant.
“He [an officer] asked me 

‘Ma’am are you by yourself? Are 
you sitting down?’ ’’C layton 
said, fighting back tears. “He 
d idn’t have to say anything 
else.”

sstclair@dailyherald. com
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WRIST PAIN?
Des Plaines - An amazing, new, free 12 page report has recently been 
released that reveals why cold laser therapy has carpal tunnel sufferers 
jumping for joy. Discover how the hottest new weapon against carpal 
tunnel syndrome won FDA approval with a 75.6% patient improvement 
rate and no documented side effects! If  you suffer with carpal tunnel 
syndrome, no matter how bad or even if you’ve had surgery, you need this 
free report with all the details. For your free copy entitled, “Cold Laser 
Therapy: The Amazing Missing Link To Solving Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome!" call 1-800-828-0718 and listen to the toll-free 24 hour 
recorded message, or go to www.911 LaserReport.com

HUGE PRICE REDUCTIONS
April 14th to 30th

/* Z z 7
MI XED MA R T I A L  ART S

F r e e  C l a s s e s

Cardio Kickboxing • Boxing 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu • Krav Maga j 

Thai Boxing • Mixed Martial Arts 
Self Defense • Personal

(847) 934-1356
709 S. Vermont • Palatine • www.flomma.com

from last season’s show.
Mandy Skinner, 19, wound up 

winning but shared the glory 
with her mom, Tammy, and her 
two sisters, Em ily and Jennie, 
who flew in from college in Col
orado to see Young.

“It’s a family win,” Mandy said 
as she mixed up a batch of her 
famous hot fudge to pour over 
the free ice cream that was part 
of their reward.

Mandy said the family didn’t 
know Young would be arriving 
until yesterday, when a crew 
showed up at her school, 
Columbia College in Chicago.

“ I just said, ‘W hat?’” Mandy 
remembers, throwing her hands 
up. “I freaked out a little in class 
all day.”

Also freaking out was Tammy, 
the g irls’ mom, who worked 
nonstop to clean and prepare 
snacks for the visit.

“She was so panicked,” Emily 
remembered with a laugh.

But everything went off with
out a hitch as Young charmed 
the group.

Since 1978 
Aspen Exterior 

has offered 
impeccable 

craftsmanship 
and a complete 

selection of 
manufacturer's 
products from 

which to choose.

a s p e n !
E X T E R I O R
COMPANY Visit Our 

Design Center

1400 Northwest Highway, Palatine • 847 590-5600
www.aspenexterior.com

M A R V IN .!  0 Jam es Hardie  
Siding Products

Dark Brown 
Leather sectional

ILeft or right chaise available)
was

$2,999 n o w  s1,499
s4dcUtiO HAl *D i4cotutt&

fan (Zlecvuutce ‘TftencfautcUde

ifkM P U R P E D ICinterior Designers on staff! 

0% Financing For 12 MOS.
P R E S S U R E  R E L IE V IN G  

S W E D IS H  M A T T R E S S E S  A N D  P IL L O W S

IF
THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT

903 W. Dundee Rd., Wheeling

847-229-9060
Visit our website 
www.ifgallery.net
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Store Hours Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-7 PM 
Thurs. 10-9 PM • Sat. 10-6 PM • Sun. 12-5 PM
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Find your dream house

N ew H o m e
S A T U R D A Y S
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Runway fashion show 
featuring beautiful 
wedding gowns from 
Alessandra Bridal 
and Usa Cathleen 
Bridal Designs

Music by the Dave Ivaz 
Band

Win door prizes 

Admission is free

These wedding experts w ill be available 
to help you plan your special day.

Atter Hours

Alessandra Bridal

The Allerton Crowne 
Plaza Hotel

A Little Red Heart

American Laser 
Centers

ASHA SalonSpa

Big Girl Cosmetics

Bortz Entertainment 
Group

Camp Cosmetics

Carson Pirie Scott

Chicago Party 
Rental

Crown Plaza 
Chicago Metro

Dave Ivaz Music

The Essence Suites

Hawthorne Race 
Course

Lisa Cathleen Bridal 
Designs

McCormick and 
Schmicks

Olivia’s Balloon 
Creations

Phil Stetani 
Restaurant

Pure Med Spa

Simplicity Gourmet

Villa Nova Banquets

SharingMyJoy.com

Wildfire Restaurant

Presented by Chicago Bride Magazine 

For complimentary tickets, go to NavyPierBridaiShow.com

Br i d a l
Fa s h i o n

Sh o w
a n d  Ex p o

AT NAVY
P i e r

Sunday, April 22,2007 
11 am - 4 pm 

Pier Crystal Gardens

J  old windows — 
it's time for a fresh, new look!

replacement windows and doors.
• W id e  variety of styles to choose from.

• Shop at home with a Pella professional

• Relax, we install.

•50-  125
each Architect Series* or each Architect Series or Designer Series

Designer Series w indow * patio  door or entry door with
(minimum of 5 windows) decorative glass*

Hurry, sale ends soon!
Call, stop by, or visit w w w .pella .com  to request your free consultation.

off

6000 B N W  Hwy., Crystal Lake *7915 Golf Rd., Morton Grove 
1600 W  16th St., Oak Brook • 7805 W. 159th St., Tinley Park 

Also Serving M W  Indiana

800-727-7909

window and door replacement

Do#* not apply to Pi olm#* or P#lla Impervia* products. Discount aooltet ta retail I «♦ rut,
to, dwu.l, M utt b . m t la M  by P.llo (H o W o n a l.  Not void  w,lF any od,., oitw J t a S k T ’. 7
only PHO, ta i.. . « Iud»d O fen  .od 06/08/0/, © 200/ P.lla Carpool,on '*P  “
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