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Reward: Village will wait until second trial done to decide

Continued from Page 1

other donors, but he divided the
money among the victims’ fam-
ilies years ago when he thought
the killers never would be
found.

Luna was convicted Thursday
after a 14-day trial and nearly 12
hours of jury deliberations. The
jury will hear arguments next
week on whether he should be
executed for shooting to death
the two owners of the Palatine
restaurant and their five
employees Jan. 8, 1993.

The man accused of being his
accomplice, Jim Degorski, is
being tried separately and also
could face the death penalty if

convicted. Degorski has
pleaded not guilty.
On Friday, Wagner said a deci-

sion on the Palatine reward
money likely won't come until
Degorski is tried. His court date
has not yet been set.

Once that trial is complete,
the village will reconvene a
committee to decide how to dis-
burse the reward money,
Wagner said.

In all, more than $140,000 has
been pledged, Wagner said,
including $93,000 in cash sitting
in a village bank account,
according to records.

But figuring out who should
ge_tdthe money may be tricky, he
said.

Anne Lockett, Degorski’s
former girlfriend, came forward
with her story in 2002, giving

SMALL LOT
WANTED
Palatine & West, my wife
and | are 71 yrs. old. | am
in need of a small buildable|
lot for a small retirement
home. | am a carpenter
& would be building it
myself. If you have a lot
please call me at
847-845-3175

“Iabsolutely don’t think (Anne) Lockett should geta
dime. She waited for nine years to turn him in. The poor
families suffered for nine years.”

Brad Von Sydow, whose business contributed to reward

“I think Lockett should get it. She’s the one who started
this thing. If she died before she talked, what would
happen to us? She got enough guts to go to the police.
I think she should get it.”

Manny Castro, father of victim Michael Castro

authorities their first indication
the two men committed the
crime. They were arrested
shortly afterward. DNA and
print evidence also tied Luna to
the crime scene, and he gave a
videotaped confession.

Lockett told police the men
excitedly detailed the crime to
her a few weeks after it was
committed. She says Degorski
threatened to kil her if she told
police, but she dated him for
another year and then spent
about seven years traveling the
country.

Lockett's best friend, Melissa
Oberle, is credited with per-
suading her to step forward.
Oberle made the first call to
Palatine police after Lockett told
her of the men's confession in

2002.
Witness Eileen Bakalla told

police about her knowledge of

the crime after Luna and

Degorski were arrested. Bakalla

testified she helped the two

men divvy up cash stolen from

Brown’s the night of the
s.

Bakalla received a letter from
prosecutors saying she didn’t
face c arges before tes-
tifying against Luna Bakalla
said she lfld.n'( want Degorski to
go to jail because they were

riends. In fact, she said that
about two months before his
arrest, they were on a vacation
together with friends.

Wagner said that just because
the women eventually came for-
ward, that doesn't mean any of
them will get the reward.

“We could return it to
people,” he said. “We could
donate it.”

Paid Advertisement

WRIST PAIN?

Des Plaines - An amazing, new, free 12 page report has recently been
released that reveals why cold laser therapy has carpal tunnel sufferers
jumping for joy. Discover how the hottest new weapon against carpal
tunnel syndrome won FDA approval with a 75.6% patient improvement
rate and no documented side effects! 1f you suffer with carpal tunnel
syndrome, no matter how bad or even if you've had surgery, you need this
firee report with all the details. For your free copy entitled, “Cold Laser
Therapy: The Amazing Missing Link To Solving Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome! " call 1-800-828-0718 and listen to the toll-free 24 hour
recorded message, or go 1o www.911LaserReport.com

[ New Home

Colorful guides to homes, builders,
developers and designers.
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ON SALE NOW
A'I‘Iui-o Memory Foal

More than 100 local people
and businesses gave money to
the reward fund.

Doctors at Northwest Com-
munity Hospital gave $15,000,
$3,000 was collected from a
restaurant in Florida, and $1,000
came from an unidentified
donor in Wisconsin.

One of the contributors was
local business Von Sydow’s
Moving & Storage in Palatine.
Owner Brad Von Sydow gave
$100 to the fund back then and
now says no one should get the
money besides the families.

“I absolutely don't think Lock-
ett should get a dime,” he said
Friday. “She waited for nine
years to turn him in. The poor
families suffered for nine years.”

Jerry Mennes, brother of
victim Tom Mennes, agrees. The
women, he says, waited “so
long” to come forward with
their story. The families could
take the money and build a

memorial to the victims, he
said.

But Manny Castro, father of
victim Michael Castro, dis-
agrees.

“I think Lockett should get it.
She's the one who started this
thing. If she died before she
talked, what would happen to
us?” he said. “She got enough
guts to go to the police. I think
she should get it.”

Oberle acknowledged she
played a “vital role” in bringing
about the arrests in a 2002 Daily
Herald interview, but she said
she wasn'’t “entitled” to any
reward money.

At the time, however, she did

Commodity Seminar
Visit www.soybeanmarket.com

say perhaps she would accept

“maybe a small percentage” if it
were uffered but she added that
she would probably give some
of it to an organization such as
Crime Stoppers.

“I think Anne should get it.
Anne did a lot of, you know, she
did work. I didn't do any work.
She did a sting, you know, got
Jim on the phone,” she said
during the 2002 interview.

sfaiwell@dailyherald.com

* Daily Herald staff writers
Joseph Ryan, Erin Holmes and
Tara Malone contributed to this
report.
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Create Your Dream Kitchen...
Featuring Cabinets by:

. Fabricators
of:

Morse A Scl
9am - 4

30pm. Sat

(847) 524-0533

@MATTRESS SALEN

LIMITED TIME EVENT! SALE ENDS TUESDAY, MAY 15th at 9pm. HURRY IN TODAY!

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!
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ON SALE NOW
Dreamfit Bed Sheels!
All Sizes Available!

ON SALE NOW
Human Touch™ Chair

ON SALE NOW
omplefe Bed $3.
wamen

« Set-Up, Removal*

and Delivery**

*+ 60 Day Best Price &

30 Night Comfort
Guarantee!

Granite, Quartz, Solid
Surface & Laminate
Countertops

Granite Tile » Plumbing fixtures

Professional Layout
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SALE

Serta® Luxury Euro Top
While Supplies Last!
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