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Reward: Village will wait until second trial done to decide
Continued from Fhge I

other donors, but he divided the 
money among the victims’ fam­
ilies years ago when he thought 
the killers never would be 
found.

Luna was convicted Thursday 
after a 14-day trial and nearly 12 
hours of jury deliberations. The 
jury will hear arguments next 
week on whether he should be 
executed for shooting to death 
the two owners of the Palatine 
restau ran t and their five 
employees Jan. 8,1993.

The man accused of being his 
accomplice, Jim Degorski, is 
being tried separately and also 
could face the death penalty if 
convicted. Degorski has 
pleaded not guilty.

On Friday, Wagner said a deci­
sion on the Palatine reward 
money likely won’t come until 
Degorski is tried. His court date 
has not yet been set.

Once that trial is complete, 
the village will reconvene a 
committee to decide how to dis­
burse the reward money, 
Wagner said.

In all, more than $140,000 has 
been pledged, Wagner said, 
including $93,000 in cash sitting 
in a village bank account, 
according to records.

But figuring out who should 
get the money may be tricky, he 
said.

Anne Lockett, Degorski's 
former girlfriend, came forward 
with her story in 2002, giving

“I absolutely don’t think (Anne) Lockett should get a 
dime. She waited for nine years to turn him in. The poor 

families suffered for nine years.”
Brad Von Sydow, whose business contributed to reward

“I think Lockett should get it. She’s the one who started 
this thing. If she died before she talked, what would 

happen to us? She got enough guts to go to the police.
I think she should get it.”

Manny Castro, father o f victim Michael Castro

authorities their first indication 
the two men com m itted the 
crime. They were arrested 
shortly afterw ard. DNA and 
print evidence also tied Luna to 
the crime scene, and he gave a 
videotaped confession.

Lockett told police the men 
excitedly detailed the crime to 
her a few weeks after it was 
committed. She says Degorski 
threatened to kill her if she told 
police, but she dated him for 
another year and then spent 
about seven years traveling the 
country.

Lockett’s best friend, Melissa 
Oberle, is credited with per­
suading her to step forward. 
Oberle made the first call to 
Palatine police after Lockett told 
her of the men’s confession in 
2002.

Witness Eileen Bakalla told

police about her knowledge of 
the crim e after Luna and 
Degorski were arrested. Bakalla 
testified she helped the two 
men divvy up cash stolen from 
Brown’s the night of the 
killings.

Bakalla received a letter from 
prosecutors saying she didn’t 
face criminal charges before tes­
tifying against Luna. Bakalla 
said she didn’t want Degorski to 
go to jail because they were 
friends. In fact, she said that 
about two months before his 
arrest, they were on a vacation 
together with friends.

Wagner said that just because 
the women eventually came for­
ward, that doesn’t mean any of 
them will get the reward.

“We could return  it to 
people ,” he said. "We could 
donate it.”

More than IOO local people 
and businesses gave money to 
the reward fund.

Doctors at Northwest Com­
munity Hospital gave $15,000, 
$3,000 was collected from a 
restaurant in Florida, and $1,000 
came from an unidentified  
donor in Wisconsin.

One of the contributors was 
local business Von Sydow’s 
Moving & Storage in Palatine. 
Owner Brad Von Sydow gave 
$100 to the fund back then and 
now says no one should get the 
money besides the families.

“I absolutely don’t think Lock­
ett should get a dime,” he said 
Friday. “She waited for nine 
years to turn him in. The poor 
families suffered for nine years.” 

Jerry M ennes, b ro ther of 
victim Tom Mennes, agrees. The 
women, he says, waited “so 
long” to come forward with 
their story. The families could 
take the money and build a

m em orial to the victims, he 
said.

But Manny Castro, father of 
victim M ichael Castro, d is­
agrees.

“I think Lockett should get it. 
She’s the one who started this 
thing. If she died before she 
talked, what would happen to 
us?” he said. “She got enough 
guts to go to the police. I think 
she should get it.”

Oberle acknowledged she 
played a “vital role” in bringing 
about the arrests in a 2002 Daily 
Herald interview, but she said 
she w asn’t "en titled” to any 
reward money.

At the time, however, she did

say perhaps she would accept 
“maybe a small percentage” if it 
were offered, but she added that 
she would probably give some 
of it to an organization such as 
Crime Stoppers.

“I think Anne should get it. 
Anne did a lot of, you know, she 
did work. I didn’t do any work. 
She did a sting, you know, got 
Jim on the phone,” she said 
during the 2002 interview.

sfaiwell@dailyherald.com

• Daily Herald staff writers 
Joseph Ryan, Erin Holmes and  
Tara Malone contributed to this 
report.

Create Your Dream Kitchen

SMALL LOT Paid Advertisement

WANTED WRIST PAIN?Palatine & West, my wife 
and I are 71 yrs. old. I am  

in need of a small buildable 
lot for a small retirement 
home. I am a carpenter 
& would be building it 
myself, lf you have a lot 

please call me at 

847-845-3175

m m  ■  ■  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  •
Des Plaines - An amazing, new, free 12 page report has recently been 
released that reveals why cold laser therapy has carpal tunnel sufferers 
jumping for joy. Discover how the hottest new weapon against carpal 
tunnel syndrome won FDA approval with a 75.6% patient improvement 
rate and no documented side effects! lf  you suffer with carpal tunnel 
syndrome, no matter how bad or even if you’ve had surgery, you need this 
free report with all the details. For your free copy entitled, “Cold Laser 
Therapy: The Amazing Missing Link To Solving Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome!" call 1-800-828-0718 and listen to the toll-free 24 hour 
recorded message, or go to www.91lLaserReport.com

Featuring Cabinets by: 

Fabricators c a b i n e t r y
** COMPANY

Granite, Quartz, Solid 
Surface & Laminate 
Countertops

Granite Tile • Plumbing fixtures

Wm IV /"WIT I I AlVWiL! Colorful guides in honu-s, builders,y  l l  CH I IU! llv !j developer* and desirers.
Saturday Daily Herald

O n  S a l e  n o w
Vlsco Memory Foam 
Mattresses

Professional Layout 
& Design

M id w es t  C ab in e t  & Supply,  Inc.
. ltl 1008 Morse Ave. Schaumburg

Hours: M-F 9am - 4:30pm. Sat. 9am - lpm

V * -* (847) 524-0533

SALE
Serta- luxury Euro Top 

While Supplies Last!

l s5 9 8. ^ T r u c k l o a d  a
^M A TTRESS  SALE!

LIMITED TIME EVENT! SALE ENDS TUESDAY, M A Y  15th at 9pm. HURRY IN TODAY!

Queen set

I*
Guaranteed  Lowest Price!

Twin Set........§379.99
Full *•!....... ...,§449.99
King set........$899.99

argan
attress

Family Owned & Operated

South Haven f ufo Top
Guaranteed Lowest

OKO

r  O n  Sa le  N o w  ^
Human Touch™ Chair

Twin Set ,,..$899.99
Full Set........ ..,§999.99
King set $1599.99

O n  Sa it  n o w
Complete Bad $329i

VEK A U WC
Devotion Supe! Pillow Top

Twin Set 
full Set... 
King set

.$ 1 3 9 9 .9 9  

.$1499.99 
$1999.99

rAee
• Set-Up, Removal* 

and Delivery**
60 Day Best Price & ) 
30 Night Comfort 

Guarantee!

♦with deSvemd product, ♦♦with any bedding purchase $499 or higher.

p c r  t c c I d it if 

Celebration Firm

Twin Set........L.h/a
full Set... ; $1399.99
King set ..$2399.99

p e r i  e  i I r f  0  y  

Enlivenm ent Super Pillow Top

Twin Set ......n/a
Full Set........... $1699.99
K ing set  ....... $2799.99

O ver  75 Locat ion s  • C a l l  I -800 -To -D ream  for N eares t  Store • w w w . A m e r i c a n M a t t r e s s . c o m

CITY AREA
• CHICAGO- CLYBOURN AVE. 773 523 0800
• CHICAGO DIVERSEY AVE "THE H AU * 773 282-3800
• CHICAGO HALSTED AVE LAKEVIEW 773 665 2300
• CHICAGO HALSTED & ROOSEVELT UIC 312 421-0707
• CHICAGO JEFFERSON PARK 773 282 2770
• CLEARANCE CENTER CHICAGO- LINCOLNWOOD 773 764 3800
• CHICAGO LINCOLN SCL RAVENSWOOD 773 233 1300
• CHICAGO- OAK PARK (S E C. OF NORTH & HARLFM) 708 725-3120
• NO W  O M N  CHICAGO W ABASH  312 884 5007

NORTH • NORTHWEST
• ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 847 590 5000
• ALGONQUIN 847-854 5550
• BARRINGTON 847 620 5570
• CRYSTAL LAKE 815 455 2221
• N O W  O f f  N  DEERFIELD 847-837 6000
• DES PLAINES 847 375 868b
• EVANSTON 847-425-1600
• GURNEE 847 599 8200

• LAKE ZURICH 847 540 7200
• LIBERTYVILLE 847-549 8585
• M c He n r y  815-578 1006
• CLEARANCE CENT IR  MUNDELEIN VERNON HILLS 847 367 9992
• NILES 847 470-4777
• NORTHBROOK HIGHLAND PARK 847 559 2300
• PALATINE 847 202 5200
• CLEARANCE CENTER ROCKFORD 815 399 2300
• ROLLING MEADOW S 847 427 2080
• NO W  OPEN  ROUND LAKE BEACH 847-740 2705
• MEGA STORE  SCHAUMBURG 847 882 1144
• SKOKIE- OLO ORCHARD 847 675 6000
• WEST DUNDEE 847 551-1947

WEST
• ADDISON 630-875-0000
• BLOOMINGDALE 630 582 8500
• DEKALB 815-748 5404
• ELGIN 847-742-4100
• ELMHURST 630 833 3300

• GENEVA BATAVIA 630 232 3900
• GLEN ELLYN b30 942 3400
• LOMBARD 630 424 8686
• N O W  OPtN  MELROSE PARK 708-410-1600
• NORRIDGE 708 452 1600
• NORTH RIVERSIDE 708 447 5359
• SAINT CHARLES 630-513-8889
• MEGA STORE STREAMWOOD 630 289 4300

SOUTHWEST
• N O W  OPEN  AURORA 630-806 7200
• BOLINGBROOK 630 378 1200
• NO W  OPEN  BOLINGBROOK EAST 630 783 3528
• COUNTRYSIDE 708 352 7200
• MEGA STORC  DARIEN DOWNERS GROVE b30 824 4099
• NAPERVILLE 630 983 1800
• ORLAND PARK 708-226-9900
• TINLEY PARK 708 633 7000
• OSWEGO 830 554 4411
• JOLIET 815 436 0005
• PLAINFIELD 815 609 6300

SOUTH - SOUTHEAST
• BURBANK 708 423 0700
• CHICAGO RIDGE- OAK LAWN 708 952 5200
• CRESTWOOD 708 293 8300
• EVERGREEN PARK 708 229-1160
• HOMEWOOD 708 206 1600
• LANSING CAL CITY 708 416 5700

NORTHWEST INDIANA
• HIGHLAND SCHERERVILLE 219 864 4500
• MERRILLVILLE 219 942 6988
• MICHIGAN CITY 219 879 7500
• VALPARAISO 219 464 1400

INDIANAPOLIS INDIANA
• l l  INDIANAPOLIS LOCATIONS CAU I MfeTO DREAM

WISCONSIN «
• KENOSHA 262 942 7099 " “ B L J  N R  R L I

Hours: Saturday IO to 7, Sunday  l l  to 6, Monday,  Tuesday, Thursday, Friday IO to 9, Wednesday  l l  to 9
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