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April 23 Thursday of the Third Week of Easter

John 6:44-51

Jesus said to the crowds: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him, and | will
raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets: They shall all be taught by God.

Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the
Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, | say to you, whoever
believes has eternal life. | am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died;
this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. | am the living bread
that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is

my Flesh for the life of the world."

Reflections

" No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him." Although God grants us free will,
only those drawn by God can believe in Jesus and enter into a relationship with him. Those who
approach Jesus in faith will see him and come to understand his truths. That is why those with hardened
hearts cannot grasp the matters of the Kingdom of God; only those who are humble can experience

God’s love.

Just as in the first reading about the Ethiopian eunuch, though reading the prophet Isaiah, he could not
understand because no one taught him. The Holy Spirit led Philip to approach the chariot and at the
same time it moved the eunuch to ask Philip for guidance. Philip then began with this Scripture passage,

he proclaimed Jesus to him.

"Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me." Because of the Father, we can
draw near to Jesus. If we accept the invitation of the Father and learn His teachings, we can recognize
that Jesus Christ is the one and only goal of human life. In fact, Jesus spoke to many people, but only
little were moved by his words, willing to seek understanding, and came to Jesus. Likewise, the eunuch
was deeply moved and came to a place with water, so he asked to be baptized. He was originally a
gentile who had converted to Judaism, and according to the the Mosaic Law, eunuchs were explicitly
forbidden from entering the temple to worship. Now that he had come to know and accept Jesus as the
Savior, there was no longer any obstacle in Christ. Philip replied, "If you believe with all your heart, you
may." The eunuch answered, "l believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." Therefore, whoever is willing

to learn God's teachings can receive salvation; never despise any humble heart.
Practice
The eunuch’s humble openness to God’s teaching stands in sharp contrast to the hardened hearts of the

Jewish crowd. What they seek and desire is nothing more than material things; yet they cannot hear the

truth proclaimed by Jesus—nor the Kingdom of eternal life, nor the way of life. God gives those who



believe in him the “true bread”, Jesus Christ, so that they may have life. Only by forming a close
relationship with Jesus—by longing for him and coming to know him—can a person truly be freed from

spiritual hunger and thirst.

Today’s Bible verses
“Hear now, all you who fear God, while | declare what he has done for me.” (Psalm 66:16)



